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Carriage House/Garage

At the rear of the garden sits the
Carriage House currently used as a 2

car garage. Entrance is from Warren

Street.

The garden is large and privately land-
scaped containing an abundance of
plantings as well as a brick floored
arbor.
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RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE Pl st Brukes

WALTER H COOK
Sales Associate
(508) 488-6732 PAGER

Geography

Walking distance to commuter rail
1 mile from Atlantic Ocean

5 miles from the finest Yacht and
Country Clubs

18 miles to Boston

Expenses

Assessed for $389,500
Taxes are $4,927.18

3 Gas Fired H.W. Systems
Main House $2,200

Apartment $600
Office $400
Improvements

New paint and paper throughout

Copper gutters

Main house slate roof recently
repaired

Rear section - asphalt/rubber,
replaced 1990

Newer heating/electrical, plumbing and
security

Introducing

31 Chestnut Street
Salem

$450,000

In the heart of the Mclintyre Historic
District on one of America’s most
famous streets, this 1829 Federal
Row Mansion evokes a style that is
for most only a dream.

Why not let it be your reality!



31 CHESTNUT STREET

"The only triple block on Chestnut Street was built by
Pickering Dodge about 1828 in what had been Judge Putnam's
mowing field, and is said to have been for Dodge's daughters,
His son-in-law, John Fiske Allen, took over the completion of
the bloék when Mr. Dodge died in 1833 and lived in #31 for a
long time, Mr. Allen was a horticulturist of note and had a
greenhouse on Flint Street where the Bowditch Scﬁool is. Since
1914, it has been the home of Dr. Walter G. Phippen.

The middle block was the home of Charles Sanders, Captain
Charles Endicott and Pickering Dodge, Jr., until 1864, when the
George Osgood family bought it and remained there until the

1940's. Endicott was master of the ship Friendship when it

was savagely attacked by Malays in 1831 on the coast of
Sumatra.

The western end was the home of Charles W. Upham, Mayor of
Salem in 1852, and later .of Asahel Huntington and his son
Arthur, each of whom served as Mayor of Salem. It is probably
the only house in Salem which has been home to three mayors.

The house is a three-story plus pitch roof, brick structure,
the tallest on thé‘street, and the only triple block; it
represents the beginning of the kind of row housing which was
to become common on city streets in later years. The

rectangular, stone window lintels are reeded and the three



matching porticos have Ionic columns, The wooden cornice is a

series of large wooden beads. 1In the yard of #35 there is a

gable-end-to-the-street, wooden carriage house which was

converted into a small house just before World wWar II; the old

woodwork and pedimented entrance came from the Chase House

which was at 21 Federal Street and demolished at that time,"

(Salem Historic District Study Committee Investigation)

BOOK 230 PAGE 170
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -

DESCRIPTION -

BOOK 230 PAGE 171
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -

~ DESCRIPTION -

September 2, 1822
$1,700

Samuel Putnam
Pickering Dodge

Lot of land

September 6, 1822
$3,700

Joseph S. Cabot
Pickering Dodge

Parcel of land
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Pickering Dodge died on August 16, 1833. The inventory of his
real estate (probate #7950):
Mansion house Chestnut St, $11,000
Block of three houses $10,000
Block of two houses and lot of land Warren St. $4,500
Store and land Fish St., $2,500
Wharf and store South Salem $400

BOOK 271 PAGE 140

DATE - November 16, 1833 .

CONSIDERATION - None given

GRANTOR (seller) - D. L. Pickman and A. Devereux
executors to the estate of Pickering
Dodge

GRANTEE (buyer) - Lucy P. Dodge

DESCRIPTION - The eastern tenement (boundaries as
shown by broken lines on previous
page). The middle and western
tenements were conveyed to Pickering
Dodge Jr.

Lucy P. Dodge married John Fiske Allen on December 16, 1833,
The title, to 31 Chestnut St., was changed to include Lucy's
new husband on December 28, 1833. (book 273 page 91) Lucy
died on August 6, 1840, On April 1, 1841 the property was
placed in trust for their only child Pickering Dodge Allen.
Pickering Dodge Allen died in 1863 as a result of injuries
received in the Civil War.

BOOK 667 PAGE 113

DATE - April 30, 1864
CONSIDERATION - Sl
GRANTOR (seller) - William A. Lander executor to the

estate of Pickering Dodge Allen
GRANTEE (buyer) - John F. Allen

DESCRIPTION - Land and building



BOOK 2253 PAGE 411
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

March 28, 1914

$1 and other valuable consideration
Edward L. Millett, the duly appointed
and qualified trustee under the will
of John Fisk Allen

Walter G. Phippen

Land and building

The same premises conveyed to said

John Fisk Allen by deed of William A.
Lander, dated April 30, 1864 and

recorded in book 667 page 113, Also about seven square feet of
land adjoining conveyed by Asahel Huntington November 21, 1853

book 486 page 75,
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BOOK 5905 PAGE 683
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 6820 PAGE 694
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

September 15, 1972

$57,200

Merchants Warren Bank, Franklin A,
Hebard and Robert J. Phippen

executors of the will of Ethel P,
Phippen

Peter and Phyllis Cove

Land and building

Being the same premises conveyed to
Walter G. Phippen from Edward L,

Millett on March 28, 1914 recorded in
book 2253 page 411. '

May 20, 1981

$168,000

Phyllis and Peter M. Cove

Judith C, and Mark A, King

Land and building 31 Chestnut St,

Being the same conveyed to Phyllis
and Peter Cove on September 15, 1972,



BOOK 7736 PAGE 391

DATE - April 30, 1985

CONSIDERATION - $333,000

GRANTOR (seller) - Mark and Judith C. King

GRANTEE (buyer) - Christopher and Susan Burns

DESCRIPTION - Land and building 31 Chestnut St.

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - Being the same premises conveyed by
iggif and Phyllis Cove on May 20,

Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of
Deeds. Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both
offices are located in the same building on Federal St. All
maps in this report are not meant to be exact, just for illus-
tration purposes. »



PORTRAITS IN THE PEABODY MUSEUM ]1

45. Pickerive Donge, 1778-1833. Copy by George
Southward, 1868, of an oil portrait by Jan}es
Frothingham, 1820. Canvas, 294 in. x 2414 in.
Half-length seated figure, three-quarters to le.ft,
eves front, dark complexion, dark brown hair.
White stock, high-cut white waisteoat, double-
breasted dark coat, brass buttons. Left arm rests
on arm of red upholstered gilt frame chair, left
hand holds open letter. Dark background. M 315.
Neg. 5037.

Gift of the family of Pickering Dodge, 1868.
Pickering Dodge, Salem merchant, was born 8 Apr_il‘

1748, the son of Israel Dodge and his second wife, T.Jucxa

(Pickering) Dodge. As a very young man he ‘was inter-

ested in mechanical pursuits and Dr. Bentley, in deserib-

ing “Dr. Oliver’s organ, the first ever built in Salem
says that “a Mr. Pickering Dodge had begun one upon

a smaller scale.” Overseas commerce, however, soon en- \

- B s n e -

gaged his attention and he became sole or part owner of
a very large number of merchant vessels. Among them
was the brig Caravan which carried Salem’s first mission-
aries to India; the ship Izelte, the first whaler fitted in
Salem, which made five whaling voyages, 1831-1842; the
Palladium, intended for use in establishing a merchant
line to Liverpool; the ships Bengal, Bonetta, Gov. Endi-
cott, Mandarin, Rome and Venus, the brigs Ganges, Her-
ald, Indus, Mary, Republican and New Hazard and many ,
other vessels. Mr. Dodge was associated with several other
merchants in these ventures and was a most active, intel-
ligent and honorable citizen, universally esteemed. He
was a mémber of the Salem Marine Society, which he
joined in 1817. He married 5 November 1801 Rebecca
Jenks, born 19 February 1781, the daughter of Daniel
and Mary (Masury) Jenks. She was a woman of rare
excellence and beloved in all her social and domestic rela-
tions. Mr. Dodge died 16 August 1833 and his wife 30
March 1851.

[See Salem Vit. Rec. (printed), I, 255, ITI, 302, 304,
V,213; E. I. H. C.,, XV (1878), 301, 302; Salem Ship
Reg., 17, 23, 98, 68, 74, 85, 91, 93, 113, 116, 133, 139,
155, 169, 193; Laws S. M. 8., 134; Beutley, Diary, 1,
427, 1V, 410, 582, 625, 627; Dodge, Genealogy of the
Dodge Family, 1, 94, 143; Ellery and Bowditch, Picker-
ing Genealogy, I, 273.7

Essex  _Lwsm ituT e Hosromie Collecrions Vel 73



172 PORTRAITS IN THE PEABODY MUSEUM

2. Epwaep Arren, 1735-1803. Oil by unknown artist.
Canvas, 161 in. x 13 in. Part of portrait men-
tioned by Dr. William Bentley as having been cut
down by him in 1816. Head and shoulders, three-
quarters face to left. Brown hair, white stock,
turned-over collar. Blue coat and waistcoat. Gray
background. M 371. Neg. 2253.

Qift of Misses M. C. and E. 0. Allen, 1891.

Edward Allen, merchant and shipmaster, was born at
Berwick-on-Tweed, England, about 1735. In 1757 he
came to America, settling at Salem, and on 18 January
1759 married at Salem Ruth (Hodges) Gardner, widow
of Israel Gardner and daughter of Gamaliel and Sarah
(Williams) Hodges. Three children were born of this
union. Mrs. Ruth Allen died about 10 October 1774,
and in 1778 Captain Allen married Margaret Lockhart
of North Carolina. Among the vessels commanded by
Captain Allen were the schooners Balfick and Industry,
the ship Antelope, the brig Neptune, and others engaged
in coastwise and foreign trade. In 1793 it was recorded
by Dr. Bentley that Captain Allen owned several negro
servants and kept a shop for the sale of general goods.
Captain Allen’s mansion house on Derby Street, at the
corner of Hardy Street, was an imposing building for its
times, boasting a high turret which was blown over during
a storm in 1781. He owned much other real estate in
Salem, and a short time before his death purchased a
farm at Salem Neck for summer occupancy. He joined
the Salem Marine Society in 1766 and served as its
Deputy Master from 1802 until his death, 27 July 1803,
Mrs. Margaret (Lockhart) Allen died on 13 August 1808.

[See Essexz Co. Prob. Rec., Docket 394; Salem Vit.
Rec. (printed), III, 45, 402, V, 43, 45; E. I. H. C., IV
(1862), 76; Laws S. M. S., 121, 125; Early Shipping, 9,
10, 122; Perley, ITI, 330; Bentley, Diary, I, 49, 102,
109, 127, 332, 11, 36, ITI, 24, 27, 34, 378, 395, IV, 383:
Gardner, Thomas Gardner and some of his descendants,
147.]

PORTRAITS IN THE PEABODY MUSEUM 173

3. Ipwarp Arren, Jr., 1764-1845. Oil by Charles
Osgood, 1844. Canvas, 2914 in. x 2414 in. Half
length portrait of elderly man. Head three-quar-
ters to right, eyes front. Light brown hair tied at
back, short side whiskers, white stock, double-
breasted dark coat, buttoned up to stock. Dark
background. M 1462.

Gift of Mrs. Duncan Galbraith, 1909.

Edward Allen, Jr., was born 21 March 1764, the son
of Edward and Ruth (Hodges) Allen. He followed the
sea at a very early age, sailing on many foreign voyages.
He was part or sole owner of the brig Jason and the brig-
antine Hector, besides several other Salem vessels. He
became a member of the Salem Marine Society in 1797,
and on 2 October 1798 married Anna Fiske, born 12 June
1770, the daughter of John and Lydia (Phippen) Fiske.
Captain Allen purchased the beautiful farm at Salem
Neck formerly owned by his father and there planted a
market garden and constructed an artificial fish pond,
wharves and a summer house. By previous losses in
Spain and by his business failure in 1810, Captain
Allen’s resources were greatly depleted and his more elab-
orate plans for the improvement of his farm could not be
fulfilled. Captain Allen died at St. Michael’s Island in
the Azores on 5 December 1845, surviving his wife whose
death occurred in Salem on 6 March 1826.

[See Essex Co. Prob. Rec., Docket 394; Salem Vit.
Rec. (printed), I, 34, 302, 111, 45, V, 43; E. I. H. C.,
IV (1862), 136, LXVII (1931), 301; Salem Ship Reg.,
37, 70, 95, 186, 194, 200; Laws 8. M. §., 129; Bentley,
Diary, TITI, 395, 430, 432, 453, 455, 509-11; Pierce,
Fiske-Fisk Genealogy, 103.]

4. Jomnx Fisk Ariew, 1807-1876. Oval miniature in
oil by unknown artist. Dimensions, 314 in. x
25 in. Waist length portrait of young man, al-
most full face. Thick, dark, curling hair, parted
near center, short side whiskers, dark eyes. High
collar, white stock, frilled shirt, white waistcoat,
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174 PORTRAITS IN THE PEABODY MUSEUM

dark blue coat with brass buttons. Dark blue-
gray background. M 372. Neg. 5001.

@ift of Misses M. C. and E. C. Allen, 1892.

John Fisk Allen, merchant and shipowner, the son of
Edward and Anna (Fiske) Allen, was born in Salem on
14 July 1807. As a young man he entered the employ
of Pickering Dodge, the eminent Salem merchant, and
sailed as supercargo and also as master of various Salem
vessels to India and other foreign countries. He joined
the East India Marine Society in 1832 and the Salem
Marine Society in 1836. On retiring from the sea, he
entered mercantile life, and was at one time a partner
with bis brother Edward Allen. He was part owner of
the barks Cavalier and Trenton, the brigs Curlew and
Gentleman, the schooners Virginia and William Penn,
and the ship Gov. Indicott. John Fisk Allen was an
original member of the Essex Institute, and its Vice
President from 1864 to 1867. He became greatly inter-
ested in horticulture, was a life member of the Massa-
chusetts Horticultural Society, and published a treatise
on grape culture and a large folio monograph on the
Victoria Regia, the great water lily of America (Boston,
1854). This great lily was among the many rare and
beautiful plants he cultivated in his extensive greenhouses
on Warren Street, Salem. On 16 December 1833 he mar-
ried Luey Pickering Dodge, born in Salem 17 March
1810, the daughter of Pickering and Rebecca (Jenks)
Dodge. She died near Richmond, Virginia, on 6 August
1840, and on 13 October 1842 Mr. Allen married as a
second wife Mary Hodges Cleveland, born 6 April 1817,
the daughter of George and Elizabeth (Hodges) Cleve-
land. The second Mrs. Allen died at Salem 14 Novem-
ber 1873, and Mr. Allen died 18 October 1876.

[See Salem Vit. Rec. (printed), I, 35, IT1, 46, V, 44;
E. I. H. C., LXX (1934), 172; Salem Ship Reg., 29,
37, 70, 74, 186, 194, 200; History E. I. M. S., 63, 71;
Laws 8. M. 8., 136; Salem Register, 19 October, 9 No-
vember 1876; Salem Observer, 21 October 1876; Ellery
and Bowditch, Pickering Genealogy, II, 461; Cleveland,
Cleveland Genealogy, I, 502, 11, 1078.]

PORTRAITS IN THE PEABODY MUSEUM 175

5. Narnanier Anprew, 1813-1864. Oval miniature by
unknown artist. Dimensions, 214 in. x 134 in.
Portrait of a young man, head and shoulders.
Head three-quarters to right, dark hair, short side
whiskers, dark eyes looking front. High collar,
black stock, square gold and black enamel shirt
pin. Dark gray coat and waistcoat, brass buttons.
Reddish-purple background. M 3908. Neg. 5001.

Purchase, 1933.

Nathaniel Andrew, master mariner, the son of Samuel
and Martha (Patterson) Collins Andrew, was probably
born at Salem about 1813. He married on 23 May 1839
Abby E. Durgin of Boston, who was born at Sanbornton,
N. H., about 1814, the daughter of William and Dolly
(Weeks) Durgin. Mrs. Andrew died at Salem 26 March
1870. Captain Andrew joined the Salem Marine Society
1 June 1844. He sailed on many foreign voyages and
commanded, among other vessels, the bark Braz:l in 1843
and 1845, and the bark Dragon on two voyages to Buenos
Ayres in 1850 and 1851. He also sailed with the same
vessel to China in 1852. On 20 January 1864, while in
command of the fine Boston-built ship Elvira, sailing with
a valuable cargo from Calcutta to Boston, Captain Andrew
was caught in a terrific hurricane in the Bay of Bengal.
Out of a crew of twenty-five men all but three were
drowned. Among those lost were Captain Andrew and
the first mate, said to be his brother.

[See Essex Co. Prob. Rec., Dockets 6042, 31407,
49384; Salem Vit. Rec. (printed), III, 51, IV, 443;
Salem City Hall Rec., VI, 263; E. I. H. C., LXI (1925),
130-1; Salem Ship Reg., 24; Laws S. M. S., 138; Salem
Gazette, 15 April 1864; Putnam, ITI, 74-5; Runnels,
History of Sanbornton, N. H., 237.]

6. Wirrram Avstiv. Oval pastel by A. Diezen, 1806.
Dimensions, 11 in. x 9 in. Head and shoulders.
Profile facing left. Dark hair tied at back of
neck. High white stock, ruffled shirt, dark coat.
Medium background. M 4063. Neg. 4999.

. Purchase, 198}.
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4. Mgzs. Joun Fiske Arreny (Lucy Pickering Dodge

Allen), 1810-1840. Oil, by Chatelaine, Rome,

Ttaly. Canvas, 54 in. x 40 in. Standing figure

of a lady, three-quarters length. Dark brown hair

parted in center, low-cut black evening dress.

Nearly full face, tilted to left, right hand raised

toward shoulder, left arm and hand hang down.

A thin scarf is held in both hands. Red curtain

and landscape with columns in background.

@ift of the Heirs of Miss Lowisa Lander, 1920.

Mrs. Lucy Pickering (Dodge) Allen, the daughter of
Pickering and Rebecca (Jenks) Dodge, was born in Sa-
lem on March 17, 1810. She married on December 186,
1833, John Fiske, son of Edward and Anna (Fiske)
Allen, who was born in Salem, July 14, 1807, and died
in Salem, on October 18, 1876. Her father, Pickering
Dodge, was a distinguished Salem merchant engaged in
foreign commerce and was the sixth in descent from Wil-
liam Dodge, who came to Salem from Somersetshire, Eng-
land, in 1629. Mr. Allen was a member of the East India
Marine Society and in later life was a noted horticultur-
ist, being the first in Salem to propagate the night-bloom-
ing cereus and the first in New England to flower the
Victoria regia. Mrs. Allen died at Richmond, Virginia,
on August 6, 1840, leaving one child, Pickering Dodge
Allen, who was born in 1838 and died in 1863. [See
Essex Inst. Hust. Colls., vol. 2, pp. 166, 287, vol. 14, p.
272; Ellery and Pickering, Pickering Genealogy, vol. 2,
pp- 461, 743.]

e

PORTRAITS IN TIIE ESSEX INSTITUTE
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MRS. JOHN FISKE ALLEN
Lucy Pickering Dodge Allen:
No. 4
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GROWN HERE DESPITE
"ITS DELICATE NATURE

in Chestnut Street

Editor of The News: Imagine
a pond lily with pad9s  Aaver-
agirng four or five feet across; a leaf
five inches in thickness, so0 big and
strongly ribbed underneath that the
gardner at Kew Royal Gardens placed
his little daughter, a child weighing
{2 pounds, on one, together with &
counter balance of &7 pounds more and
fhe great leaf supported both ‘“ex-
tremely well.”

Some lily—what!

Yet such a lily grew and budded,
and blossoms one summer of the long
ago, in the garden behind the pregent
'home of Dr. Walter G.. Phippen ¢n
Chestnut street, to the intense wonder
;and amazement of hundreds of Sa-
iiemites, not alone, but men, women
jand children from all around, even
from beyond Boston, who thronged the
garden every afternoon and evening
iall’ that summer until, as estimated,

‘their number must have exceeded
thousands who ~saw that won-
,derful 1lily pushing its way up
through the water till "at last

the immense broad pad floated on
the surface and there upon it unfolded
and burst into bloom the most magni-
ficent flower measuring 15 inches
‘across its hundred petals—exhaling a
.delicious perfume resembling the fra-
grance of the pineapple.

And the wizard who produced it was
John Fiske Allen, a much respected!
retired merchant, shipmaster and su-
percargo, who, having sailed the seas

in-law, Pickering Dodge, most emi-
nent of Salem merchauts, gave up the
quarter deck and counting room to
devote himself to administering his
late' chief's affairs, completing the
brick. block which Mr., Dodge had be-
‘gun next west of the present residence
‘of Dr. Octavius B. Shreve—originally
the Pickering Dodge mansion.

Mr, Allen took for his own home the
western dwelling in the ‘block which
Dr. Phippen now occuples and there in
)tx}ils gardens and hot houses he raised

e

Lovely Night Blooming Cereus

orchids, amaryllis, camelias, -callas,
relumbrin, and other species of liles,

It was E. Hasket Derby, famous
_merchant of Salem, who first pro-{:
'uuced the night blooming Cereus

.Grandiflora here in the hot houses at
‘hls mansion. That waa on Monday
jevening, July 9, 1810, but J. Fiske
Iillen bloomed the second of that rare,{:

. Salem. When I wasg a boy it wns quite

a. Cereus about to hloom to ravite his
or " her ‘chosen intimateg,to a night}|
bicoming Cereus party to watch the
unfolding of the flower after

until the full. bloom fillad the room
with Ita dainty, dellcious perfume.
‘Even then, this nocturnal blooming{.

wa as~-considered . a great arity,
ihough now. the yl lants.
an, - Ll ¥

al-|;
Te mere com=
. u.a.. S
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with"profit to himself and his father- .

ydellcate flower. in his hot hous2s jnli

the thing for the fortunate posscssor of |

sundown |}

Pads Strong Enough to Hold a Child and 60
Pounds More Cultivated by John Fiske

Garden %/bm( 22,1924

annmg down old Dean street from
Essex, to go to the. ancient Hucker
school, there was the high fence round
Joe Pond’'s yard, from whence the
snakes ecscaped that set all up-town
shivering, on one corner, and “‘Billy”
Stearns’ house on the other.. Willard
Goldthwaite built his new house, the
present modern residence, on the . site
of Joe Pond's family mansion; the cld
3tearns houso still remains, The
Stearns garden occupled a_ll the east-
ern side of old Dean street down to
John Culliton’s new -hous2 at the
corner of Dean and Federal stréets,
Behind the Goldthwaite). housa mtiill

i wooden dwelling that was.there =vhen
I was a school boy. Then there was
la. small court leading in from Dean
"street and a yellow wooden house at
the head of the court, as I recall; Next
' beyond, standing back {rom the
i street, was an old black house, which
\gave no sign of even an acquaintancs
with the painter's brush, In this
house lived upstairs “st" Jane

Bretteny, svhose appearance and drass
ywas that of “a real old maid, al-
though in tha directory
She Styled Herself “Mrs. Bretteny.”
She had at one time lived en Bo?ton
‘street, Downstairs in this old black
houss, ‘"fom” Ashby, Thomas W,
shoemaker, had his cobbler's shop. He
.was a brother, I believe, of klias Ash-
“by, the tanner who lived an Federal
street,

And then there was the long Yyel-
‘low painted wooden hot house that
‘covered in J. Fiske Allen’s '‘graperies.”
Van Amburgh’s or P. T. Barnum’'s
big top hid no greater mysteries than
did this yellow building in Allen's
hot-houses, How we boys would
have revelled at a peep inside that
mysterious enclosure; for here, un-
der its hundreds of feet of glass, as
Mr. »,Robert Manning—a brother of
‘Richard C—who lived in Dearborn
street, told the Masachusetts Horti-
‘cultural soclety, Mr. Allen tested
‘and raised 400 ..varieties of foreign
grapes, which was believed to be &
.greater number than had been test-
‘ed under glass by any other one
‘cultivator in the world, which led
toa a remark .hat ‘‘we have no oc-
casion to hold Mr., Allen’s memory in
greatful remembrance.” J. Fiske
Allen was very successful in his hy-
.brids. He brought out upwards of
1300 varieties of grapes, among which

is the famous Salem grape, some
‘times known as the “Allen frape.”
| And then there were luscious

‘ne'lchnq galore, apricots and. pecta-
rineg and an infinite varlety of other
"fruits which Mr. Allen had so ar-
ranged in the planting, sthat when
~one group had done.ripening, another
took its place.  With allthis infor-
‘mntion seeping out ‘between’ the olap-
‘hoards of that old, yellow = -3vobden |
Iwa]l what wonder: that‘boyip‘h “guri-.

logity was “atimulataasy T

\

stands the two and -one-half sforfedj
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"natidp Invested the Jofg * “grapery
w}tfsnundren‘med _Poetry*of fruitage
under its glass roofs. -

Gone is the yellow house up, the
lane, the old black house where Mrvs,
iJane Bretteny used to entertain her
young ncighbors of the days when
she was young. In their place stands
the unromantic presaic big brick
Bowditch schoolhouse, and  where
those wonderful grapes and luscious
peaches were raised with so much
care is the arid and e
Dusty Yard of the Big School.

Between the -Bowditch and the
northwestern corner of Dean and
Federnl streets there has Dbeen no
material change; the Rufus B. Gif-

ford house and jts neighbor still re-
main, ) R
To an ardent enthusiast .ika john
Fiske Allen, the word from I .:\d-:!-
phia that for the first tima in tris
country Caleb Cope had r:ucce(g(l-}al in
raising from seed the imnergal lily
of the Amazon, the Qucen Rv{::\a. '.':‘ls
enough to electrify his ami.nltmn—no
stir his soul. What Philadelphia co}tld
do, Salem, in spite of its blzn)lc New
England location and its distance
north of the equator would attenmt.
It was Cope's boast that ae ‘?.ad the
first flower of this beautiful liy cul-
tivated in the United States \\'h.cn the
| Victoria hloomed for the first time in
{Nocth America, Aug. 21, 1851, at his
estate at Springhrook, Philade!phia.g
Great was the popular interest. It was
declared to bs the farthest north that
this magnificent: tropical water lily
]eould be grown and bloom in full ma-
Jturity. .
It was Haenke, the famous botanlst,
sent by the Spanizh government to
investigate as a botanist thg vegetable
productions of Peru, floating in a
canoe with Father La Cueva down. the
Rio Mamero, one of the great tribu-
taries of the Amazon, discovered in
the marshes bhestde the stream, a
flower zo extraordinary thn} he fell{on
his knees in rapture. Yet it was well
nigh 40 .years later that the. world
knew of its existence, which _saemed
to our bhotanists remarkable, in that
so strange a plant which is now

~,

<

familiar to the explorers in all the
:‘riva‘r;l _east of the Andes, should not
have been noticed by the ordinary
traveller and *‘yet,” as remarked, “it
is without any exception, if we take
‘It as ‘a whole—leaves, flowers, size,
color ahd graceful position in the
water, especially when viewed with
the usual accompaniments of tropieal.
American aquatic scenery, -
The Most Beautiful Plant

known to Europeans.” :

M., D’'Orbigny, French botanist, in
1828, journeying with Gurani Indians
on the. Parana, 500 miles from the
River Platte notice the sedge covered
with green which the Guranis told
him was plant, “Krupe,” lterally
‘“water platter.” '

The ladies of Corrientes, a town
not far from the work of the Parana
and Paraguay rivers, rasgarded as a
great luxury cakes made from the
{arina - obtained from grinding t
dried seeds of the Victoria Regla at-
ter the plant had cipened, .

It was the English botanist, Sir'R.
H. Schomburgh, who first brought

the.

the Victoria Regia to London, Eng-.

land. In his travels in South America
he discovered one leaf of the Victo-
ria Regla that measured six feet, five
inches in diameter; its rim five and a
‘half inches high;
to 23 Inches and on It rests the mags
nificent flower’ which- covers
calyx’ completely with  {ts
the centres. a color which gradually.
soreads &4¥gr; the,

the calyx from 132}

the:
hundreds
petals which open whité with pink in,

3

‘wholg, flower, The

N —

Natter niBwhiibet 15 inches * atro
{Aquade. blrds walked with Perfect;
ease from leaf to leaf up and down
istream. The plant grows In four to
!six feet of water, Schomburgh found
thls lily 120 miles from the coast. The
'Regla was first succesafully cultlvat-
‘ed In England at Chatsworth, seat of
.the Duke of Devonshire and then la-
.ter at New gardens. )

At Kew it was first plunged Into a
jbed heated- to 85 degrees and after
jone weel was turned out into a hil-
:lock placed in the centre of a tank,
‘the latter being 15 feet, eight Inches
by 19 feet, one Inch in dimensions,

'In 79 days the lily had completely
filled  the tank, showing that the.
plant must have added 647
inches to itg size dalily,

' Caleb Cope of Philadelphia got his
Victoria  Regia seed from the gar-
dens at Xew and J. Fiske Allen, jour-
neying to Mr. Cone, recelved at his
hands some of his American seed
that had ripened at Springbrook,.
Philadelphia, and some of the seed
from Kew Royal gardens. These;
were planted. A .

Good Sized Tank Was Constrycted

in the Allen garden in ‘the rear of
the residence, 21 Chestnut street,’
'where Dr. Phlppen n Hves and the
-water heated to 75 degrees. The lo-
(cation of the tank was most excellent:

;as regards the heating, not requiring

,adelphia. The plant began its growth:
January 13, 1833 and the first flower
was seen . emerging July 3 and on
July 13, six months from the time it:
,ge¢rminated, reached the surface of
ithe water. - -

But Mr. Allen’s visitors began to
grow In numbers before that. At first
-confined to his intimate friends. and
neighbors, as soon as the . news
spread abroad of the wondeeful Ny
they had over in Salem the botanists
‘began to pour into the Allen garden-
from near and from far and the Dega:
ple followed them till they came in'
.throngs. The news had -hardly got_
jround that the Victoria Regia had,
‘actually started to grow than every- |
‘body wanted to see it. They crowded
about the tank, for the plant, orice
started, grew very steadily. © There
was a fascination in watching, the
‘crimson bud pushing its way up from
the bottom in its rise to the top of the
-water; it was several days in reach-
ing the surface after it was first seen
and it was eagerly watched in its:
‘pProgress, As described by one news-
[paper writer of the time, ‘*the bug
threw off its extensive investment in
‘the evening, soon after which white
flower petals suddenly unfold—their
expanded bosom Hke g mammoth
magnolia floating upon the surface of]

{

square,

the intensity used at Kew or at Phil--

the water decked in virgin white and
‘exhaling a powerful and peculiar fra--{
grance which was compared to the
mingled odors of the pineapple and:
the melon, i
: “'On the morning of the sccond day,
another change was observed and the’
outer petals were foungd moved back-
‘ward, reflexed, leaving a central por-
tion of coniedl shape surrounded by
‘A cange of petals white on the' out-
side and on the inslde red. There was
A slight tinge ot pink throuzh the in-
version of the petals which increased
28 the day advanced.

“Finally came g third  change
marked by the spreading of the pet-
alg to afford the fructitying organs
liberty to expand. The seed.ripens in a
round ball and is taken hy the South
‘Amerjcans, plcked out and drjed. It is.
i’g;om these s.eq.ds. when ground, that

e Cer Lo .

'

' Finest Farina In the World

18 obtalnedismiy " -

»

“Flakp Allen,

“PHis was the first "f6Wek " of wH
Victoria Regla  that had bloomse
‘Dorth of Philadelphia, The bod camg
to the surface of the' water ¢
imonths from the first starting of th
sced. As the seed vegetated in midd

;warming of the water was ysed afte

‘the first of June, “the result may be,
considered satisfactory. The fruft ig
half ag blg as the human head when;

ripe, full of rounded farinaceous’
seeds.” - 3
Mr. Allen’s buqd was planted in g

depth of four or five feet ot water;
the flower bed being of large size with
!x-o{n 30 to 60 petals, At 2 P, M. a pe<}
culiar Dineapple odor filled the housé:
over the tank and between 4 ang &
M. the petals haqd expanded; by 'Ff'
o'clock the bud assumed the appear-.
ance of a huge‘magnolia: at 9 o'cloek’
inflorescence being usually perfecteq;
after that hour, the closing Processi
commences. On July 21 at 4 P. M., the]
betals, pure white, began to unfold,]
Soon after 7 A, M. the outer Detals?
expanded wige, showing the centrég
yet erect ang winged or spotteg with'
crimson. At this moment the flower:
measured 13 inches across, cirsj
cumference measuring 39 inches, or3
more than three feet aroung it
It was literally the Spectacle of
life time for those who saw this
wonderful mammoth lily, of whie
Theodore Roosevelt writeg in

3 h
Lost river explorationg” of the Arnag

zon. Very few there are living in Sa
lem today who saw John Fisgk
Allen's masterpiece and triumph g
florfculture in his gardens on Chestsd
nut street. Very  soon after thd
ripening of the huge lily, its decayl
began angd it was found impossible. td
arrest it or to keep the plant ovenr
winter, It cost too much to eonting
the cultivation in thig climate and if
happened that though never seen beg
fore growing in Salem it hag :

Never Been Seen Here Since

but great was the fame of J. Fiské’
Allen by the miracle which he sued
ceeding in achieving, by dint of hig
enterprise and pertinacity in repro4
duecing in the land of blizzards and
no'th-easters the  flower empress o
the Amazon just i
bloomed in
magnificence
mighty river,
the equator, k
Mr. Charles S. Rea, president of th
"Salem Savings bank, was one of thosi
specially favored ones now living, wh
recatls distinctly as a boy seeing th
Victoria Reglia, blooming in J. Fisk -]
Allen’s garden behind his house mo
i
B

sedge of |
its troplcal home belo

than. 70 Years ago. Mr. Allen’s pew
the old First . chirch was directly
front of the Rea family pew.an thef'
southwest side of the ancient auditod
Hum and the familles were intimatey
Mr. Rea saw the-zreat lily and it maﬁg

a deep impression on his raemory. F
In my ewn boyhood, I remembeg
John TFiske Allen as long a plllar ofy
the First church, a member of the,
standing committee at the period my
fatiier served upon it and continuing?
I think, until age and infirmity com-~}
‘pelled him to retire, hut long after my}
father had left to refurn to the Northj
church. Mr. Allen was a man of me-
dium height, hot slort; he wore a;
close cropped beard, was of dark com=-}
iplexion and Lis hair was inclined tal
feurl. He wag not always in good health}

the legys caused him some difficulty. in
{walking. He was torn in Salem, July,
{14, 1807, the son of Edward and Ann
His grandfather, Edwa

Aligp,.eame hers from; Bernice ]
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: enit, to‘ sea. «H
father, Edward Allep, mérchant of
lem, passed away in. thé Azeres at’
Michaels im December; 1845,  The: spn
married first, December 16, 1833, Lucy
jPlckering, daughter of - Pickering §
Dodge, and their son, Lieut. Pickering
Dodge Allen, died of wounds in the Ci-
vil war, at Brashear - City, La., 1862.
Mrs. Allen passed on near Richmond, r
La., in 184Q, apa J. Fiske Allen mar-}
iled Mary Hodges Cleveland of Salem
as his second wife,  Their two daugh-
ters, the Misses Mariapne and Lizzie.
Allen, went to the First Church Sun-
day school, of whieh I was'a member.
i Their father kept books for Pickering
:Dodge, then commanded one of the
ilatter's vessels and later went -into
lmercantlle business_with his" brother,.
JEdward Allen, from.which he retired
ito his hot houses and grape culture.
| John Fiske Allen passed away very
%:udden\) in -his sleep, being found” An

his bed, in the rest that knows ho
waking here October 18, 1876. .
Charles ] F W AJchet"
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Particularly beloved by Salem folks were the box hedges, grown
from slips brought in by sea. These were used frequently to enclose
an especially choice tree and often as friendly hedges; sometimes grow-
ing so high children could not see over the top. Probably the finest
at the present time is in Miss Laight’s garden at 41 Chestnut Street.

One cannot fully separate a garden from its house. These houses
were, and are, outstanding and much has been written of them. Their
gardens were unusual too.

At 19 Chestnut Street the Cleveland-Williams-Peabody-Rantoul
garden with its flower bordered path has a fine specimen of virgilia
with its drooping white blossoms.

The original brick walled garden of the Pickman-Shreve-Little
house at No. 27 was at the rear, between Warren and Broad Streets.

‘Tt had good fruit trees and a greenhouse. After Mr. Kelsey built on

this lot. he planted virgilia, stewartia, cornus kousa, hamamelis mollis,
the latter the only one flowering in Salem.

The Phillips-Cabot-Shreve house at No. 29 has fine trees and many
gay tulips in the spring. In the olden days there was a large green-
house; the brick wall end of it has been retained and is part of the
garden-today. Outstanding in memory is a night blooming cereus
and a wonderful camellia, which lived on for sixty years. This is one
of the gardens extending through to Warren Street with an entrance
into an old-time cobbled stable court with its saddle blocks.

The Dodge-
Allen - Phippen
garden at No. 31
is the sctting for
! =~ _  the most amazing
of the flower tra-

Regia, named for a great
queen, purchased by John
% Fiske Allen from a Phila-
delphian. It was a giant
lily with leaves six feet in
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diameter, growing one half an inch an hour, with such
strength that a child might stand thereon. Its blossoms, twelve to
eighteen inches in diameter, gave forth a pineapple fragrance (the
emblem of hospitality). The lily grew so rapidly that both green-
house and tank had to be enlarged. From 1852-1856 it matured over
200 flowers. At its first blooming Mr. Allen opened the house to a
throng of visitors for several weeks. During the evening hours,
lighted tallow candles, set upon the lily leaves, cast their reflection
and glimmering light over this rare plant. Also in this greenhouse
were his collections of orchids, callas, amaryllis, nelumbium and other
lilies. As early as 1838 he had on display the second night blooming
cereus and from about that time he devoted himself to horticulture,
principally to the cultivation of grapes and other fruits. He pub-
lished his findings in several volumes.

In 1843 he erected graperies on Dean Street (now Flint Street)
in which he grew three hundred varieties, also peaches and other
fruits. Year after year he was awarded the prize for the best display
of grapes by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society at the exhibitions
in Boston.

Proceeding east, at No. 35 the Allen-Huntington-Butler property
has a very attractive garden house with an old fashioned garden as a
setting.

At No. 41, there is cne of the finest old gardens, where Miss
Laight specializes in growing rare plants from seeds. Added attrac-
tions are the Japanese cherry, a summer house and an historic mill-
stone, with the choicest box-border waist high.

There are three houses built by Thomas Sanders (Saunders), No.
39 which he occupied, now the home of W. G. Barker; No. 41 and
No. 43 built for his daughters. There was originally but one garden.
No. 43 the Saltonstall-Sanders house built in 1805, now owned by
Mr. and Mrs. J. Frederick Hussey, has a very charming walled garden,
designed by Herbert J. Kelloway; there is a brick path and delightful
pool with iris, umbrella plant and cotoneasters softening its edges. A
beautiful hawthorn, a horse-chestnut of the drooping variety, and a
tree peony are all thought to be one hundred years old; rhododendrons
and Japanese yew are growing here today while tradition holds in
memory the box of other years. This garden received a certificate
in 1929 from the Massachusetts Horticultural Society.



29  NOTES ON THE BUILDING OF CHESTNUT STREET

George C. Hodgson, 1850-1857, and later occupants were
Captain Daniel H. Mansfield, 1861-1869, and the Rev-
erend Edwin C. Bolles, 1872-1887. ‘

Nos. 31-33-35 This brick block was built by Dicker-
ing Dodge in 1828 to 1829. He died in 1833 before it
wus finished and it was completed by his son-in-law, John
Fiske Allen. Mr. Allen was a noted horticulturist who
grew many varictics of exotic plants and specialized par-
ticularly in grape culture. He had a garden on Flint
Street where he grew some three hundred varieties of
grapes, some of them almost unique in this part of the
country. The first occupant of No. 31 was Mr. Tucker
Daland, 1830-1832:; John Fiske Allen about 1837 to
1858, and other members of the Allen family to 1912
Mrs. Samuel R. Curwen, 1840-1842, and later by the
Misses Allen. Tt is now occupied by Dr. Walter G. Phip-
pen. 19141939,

No. 33 was occupied by Mr. Charles Sanders and then
by Charles M. Endicott hy 1837 Pickering Dodge, Jr.,
1842-1855, and William H. and Wm. E. Grecley, 1855-
1861, Tn 1864 it was oecupiced by George P. Osgood until
his death in 1889, then by Mrs. C. P. Osgood, and for
many vears by her daughter and her husband, Louis ¥
Cutter, 1905-1939. who still live there.

No. 35 was first accupied by Charles W. Upham, then
by John Clarke Tee about 1830 to 1835; Mrs. Rebecea
Dodge from before 1837-1850, and the Honorable Asahel
ITuntington in 1853. Mr. TTuntington was later mayor
of Salem and his daughter, Miss S. TLouisa Huntington,
lived there until 1936. Tt is now ocenpicd by Warren
Butler, 1937-1939. Before the block was built, the land
was a mowing field belonging to Judge Samuel Putnam.

No. 13 This house, where Dr. Kittredge lived, for
many years on the corner of Cambridge Street, was built
on the site of an earlier house which was occupied by Mr.
Amos Towne. The present ‘house was standing in 1837,
and was probably built in 1832 or 1833 and the carpenter
was William Lummus. It was probably built and first
occupied by Mrs. Elizabeth King, who was living there
in 1837, and occupied the house until she died in 1854.
She was followed bv Mrs. W. H. Neal, 1857-1884. Dr.
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