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6 Chestnut Street 

Friar to 1853 the house of Joseph Mc lntire, brother of Samuel, stood 

on this site. The heirs of Joseph Mc Intire advertised the sale of 

the property in the Salem Register of July 14, 1853: 

"By order of the Probate Court on Wednesday, 27th at 10 o'clock 

will be sold by auction on the premises - One undivided fourth part 

of a certain messuage situated by Chestnut 0t., in oalem, No. 6, 

belonging to Thomas H., Anna B. and Susan E. Magoun, minor children 

of Thomas Magoun of Salem, the same being subject to the life estate 

of thei·r father." 

Un July 27, 1853 Thomas Magoun of Salem, "guardian of my minor children 

Thomas H., Anna B. and Samuel B. Magoun" sold to Charles S. Nichols 

for the sum of $500. \book 481 page 284) 

On the same day the other heirs, of Joseph Mc Intire, Jonathan Glover 

et al sold their shares to Charles S. Nichols. \book 481 page 227) 

Shortly after the purchase of the property, Mr. Nichols had the old 

house removed: 

1853 - Charles Nichols granted a permit to move a house from Chestnut, 

to Grove. \Although the permit states Grove St. all other reports 

indicate that the house was moved to Phelps Ct. and subsequently 

fell victim to a fatal fire. Lee Collections at E. I.) 

After the removal of the Mc Intire house, Mr. Nichols, immediately 

built the house presently known as #6 Chestnut St. The Day Book of 

the Commissioner of Streets at the Essex institute shows: 

April 11, 1854 - "Darling Pitts carted the rough edge stones which 

was taken up in front of Charles Nichols new house in Chestnut street -

to Bridge street by the side of the Burying Ground their being eight 

in number and about 50 feet in length. 2 loads @ 3/ $1.00" 

On June 14, 1866 Charles and Amelia A. Nichols sold to Tneodore A. Neal 

trustee for Harriet E. Rantoul, wife of Robert, of ~alem, the dwelling 

house and land, for the sum of $8,100. \book 705 page 286) 



~ept. 1, 1870 Theooure A. Neal, of Bost~n, ~rustee for Harriet C. 

Rantoul, sold to ~ary E. Harrington, singlewoman, the same estate 

bonveyed by Charles S. Nichols. (book 805 page 19) 

Nov. 28, 1928 Leonard H. and Alice Goodhue sold to George K. Goodhue 

their interest in the land and building #6 Chestnut St. the same 

conveyed to my mother Mary E. Goodhue, formerly Mary E. Harrington, 

by deed of Theodore A. Neal, trustee et al on Sept. 1, 1870. J'My 

(Leonard) interest being~ of prBmises. (book 2789 page 158) 

July 21·, 1940 George K. and Mona M. Goodhue sold to R. Alice Feenan, 

of Salem, the land and building at 6 Chestnut St. "For title see the 

estate of my mother Mary E. Goodhue #162146 and deed of Leonard H. 

Goodhue Nov. 28, 1928. (book 2789 page 158) 

The present owners of 6 Chestnut St., Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Busteed, 

inherited the property from R. Alice Feenan. 



Salem Historic District Study Committee Report 

6 Chestnut Street 

Rating: two Period: third quarter 

Wiswell believes the present wooden house was built about 1853 by 

Charles S. Nichols and that an earlier building on this location, 

the house of_ Joseph McIntire, brother of Samuel, must have been 

removed. The style of the house indicates that this is an accurate 

assumption. 

It is a two-story, pitch roof house with a matched board facade, large 

windows and a shallow gable over the front door. The bay window was 

added in 1874, at a cost of $81.00, according to the bill in the 

possession of the present owner." 
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