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INTRODUCTION 

Early on the morning of ~~rch 20, 1979, a two-alarm fire 

occurred in the wooden buildings attached to the Essex County 

Sheriff's House. The fire severely damaged the interiors of 

the wooden buildings and one room of the house. Initially, 

it was proposed to demolieh all the wooden structures· damaged 

by the fire and replace the space lost with a concrete-block 

building. However, after being alerted as to the possible 

·historical importance of the structures and the possibility of 

their salvage and re-use at less cost than new construction, 

Essex County Sheriff Charles H. Reardon and the Essex County 

Commissioners decided to postpone any demolition until a tho­

rough physical and historical review could be completed, and 

knowledgeable recommendations made. Staley McDermet, a Salem 

Architect experienced in preservation and re-use of buildings, 

was retained to complete the following study. Mr. McDermet, in 

turn, drew upon the resources of Historic Salem, Inc. The 

Historic Salem researcher, Wis. Joyce King, did the historical 

research, which is included in Section I· Although the main 

purpose of the research was to determine the historical signi­

ficance of the wood structures, it was nece~sary to also provide 

background on the brick house and jail buildings themselves. 

This study was paid for with funds raised by the annual 

Barristers' Ball for the Essex County Bar Aseociation. This 

Ball was set up so that proceeds could be used to improve 

county buildings. 



ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

The fir3t Salem Jail was built in 1638 1 on what Salem 

Antiquarian Sidney Perley records as the lane to the North 

River, later known as Prison lane, near the corner of the 

present St. Peter and Federal StreetB (Exhibits A and B). 

PriBoners going from the jail to Gallows Hill for execution 

are said to have gone by way of St. Peter Street to Essex 

Street. According to Perley, Prison Lane was renamed st. Peter 

Street in 1738, shortly after the first St. Peter's Church was 

erected. The last remnants of this first jail were ~estroyed 

when the much-altered structure was demolished in 1957 for con­

struction of the Telephone Company building, which now occupies 

the site. 2 

The EsBex County Commissioners' records of December 7, 

1810, state that it was "Ordered that Moses Brown, Esq., 

Jonathan Ingersoll, and Ichabod Tucker, Esq., be a committee 

to inquire as to the expediency and necessity of building a 

stone gaol in Salem."3 

In 1811 it was decided to construct a new etone "gaol" 

and sell the old one. A committee waB given full power to 

purchase a site for said "gaol" and aleo for purchasing material.4 

On Cctober 1, 1811, it was reported in the Seseions records that 

the committee had purchased a tract of land as a site, con­

taining 3/4 of an acre, which had been purchaeed from several 

different persons. The cost of the land was $2,510. 5 

The land purchased for the new jail was located at the 

intersection of what are now known as st. Peter and Bridge 
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Streets. According to the "Map of Salem about 1780" (Exhibit 

B), the purchased land probably included land owned by Thomas 

Fowler and John Robinson. However, no mention is made of any 

building (as are shown on the map, Exhibit B) being purchased, 

moved or demolished. 

The Sessions records of October 1, 1811, go on to say that 

several contracts were made for the stone to be used and 

Benjamin Day was appointed as foreman. The jail foundation 

was to be 64 feet x 38 feet, built according to the "plan here­

with exhibited" (the plan has since disappeared). 6 

The following two excerpts from the Diary of Reverend 

William Bentley refer to the building of the new jail: 

November .5, 1811 - "Preparations are making for the 
New Gaol in this Town." 

November 7, 1811 - "The lower floor of the Stone Gaol 
in Salem is now laying upQn stone work eight feet deep. 
The building is 64 x 38."'l 

With the jail in its final stage of completion, it was 

decided at the April, 1813 term of sessions that a "brick house 

should be built upon the land belonging to the County adjoining 

the Stone Gaol in Salem with suitable out buildings for the 

accommodation of the Gaoler, and of the County •••• " It was 

suggested that these buildings be completed before the next 

summer. 8 (Appendix A) 

According to the labor receipts, (Appendix B), Joseph 

Edwards was the overseer of the building of the dwelling house. 

Mr. Edwards, a resident of Salem, is also credited, along with 

David Lord, as being carpenter of the Custom House on Derby Street. 



Various receipts give the following information: 

September 22, 1813 - John Page for supplying the 
bricks for the jail and the brick house. (Appendix C) 

November 22, 1813 - John Brown and Aron Foster for 
digging the cellar for the dwelling house and pantry. 
(Appendix D) 

December 25, 1813 - Abraham Edwarde for glazing lighte 
for the jailer's house. (Appendix E) 

February 14, 1814 - Abraham Edwards for glazing fan­
lights and eidelighte1 July 29, for glazing, papering, 
painting, plastering, puttying - for the Jailer's House. 
(Appendi;>e F) 

March 10, 1814 - Abner Goodhue for hardware. (Appendix G) 

~~rch - August, 1814 - David Robbins for masonry work, 
lathing and plastering. (Appendix H) It is also impor­
tant to note that this bill contains a reference to "li 
Days time Self A bought Barn", and "Mr. David Newhall 
Bill for Rocks of Barn". 

August 9, 1814 - Abraham Edwards for painting, painting 
and puttying, and "Setting glass that was brok ••• for 
the Jail". (Appendix F) 

The Reverend William Bentley entered in his diary on 

December 21, 1813: "The new Stone Gaol is finished in the best 

manner. I should not have preferred a wooden top. The dwelling · 

house in the yard of brick is finished outside in the brickwork 

and all the foundation walls of the enclosure of the Gaol are 

laid in stone deeply and firmly."9 

The Commissionere' Records of September, 1814, contain an 

accounting of expenditures for the work, and are attested to by 

Committee members -N. Dane and Moses Brown. "Old Naumkeag", 

Webber & Nevins, 1877, stated that the cost of the jail and 

house was $80,000. 10 
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The 1851 Map of the City of Salem (Exhibit C) shows the 

original jail and the jailer's house. On this map, the ear­

liest known layout of the buildings, the "out buildings'' are 

shown as projecting to the front of the house, along the 

southern edge, towards St. Peter Street. Therefore, it appears 

that the barn was originally located to the front of the house. 

The strip of land connecting the Howard Street Cemetary to St. 

Peter Street is shown dotted on this map. 

On October 8, 1855, the County Commissioners submitted an 

application to the City of Salem for the purchase of a strip of 

land bordering the County's property on the east and south. The 

City Council accepted the application and the order was passed. 11 

A plan of land was drawn September 9, 1856, and soon after the 

City of Salem sold to the County of Essex a parcel of land ad­

joining the Howard Street Burial Ground to the east and a strip 

connecting the Burial Ground and St. Peter Street to the south. 

(Exhibit D) This strip of land extending from St. Peter Street 

was for many years before this time the main entrance to the 

burial ground. The land purchased appears to be the present 

location of the barn. 

The Atlas of 1874 (Exhibit E) shows a barn located in the 

present location of the existing barn, so it is quite certain 

that the barn was in this location as of 1874. It appears that 

after the purchase of the land by the County in 1856, the barn 

was moved from in front of the house to the rear of the site. 



This statement is made only after thorough examination ha5 

revealed that the mortise-and-tenon structure of the barn ie 

more representative of early 19th-century construction, than 

if the barn were built in the mid-to-late 19th century. It 

should also be noted that the present "garage", or addition 

to the front of the barn, was in place at this time. 

In 1884-1885, the original stone jail was enlarged and 

remodeled. The section nearer St. Peter Street and the link 

connecting the.new and.old portions were added at this time. 

Prior to this time, wooden additions were in place to the east 

of the jail, and connecting the jail and house. Also, the 

kitchen was in place, according to a plan of April 13, 1889, 

by C. A. Putnam. (Exhibit F) When the jail was remodeled, the 

Salem News stated that "as a rule the house for the jailer is 

left as present". 

The 1897 Atlas shows the wood addition between the jail 

and house gone, and the additions to the north and the east of 

the jail in their present configuration. The barn, kitchen, and 

rear buildings behind the house are in place. It should be 

noted that by this time, the County had purchased the land of 

St. Peter Street up to what was then Ives Court. (Exhibit G) 

The Atlas of 1911 shows little change except that the wood 

addition behind the house·is now as long as the house, and the 

structure on the corner of St. Peter Street and Ives Court is 

gone. (Exhibit H) 



The plan by the Sanborn ~~p Co., of 1953, shows no change 

in the County buildings, but doe5 5how that all structures 

between those buildings and Ives Court have been removed. 

(Exhibit I) 

Between 1953 and the present, little has changed with the 

exception that a small one-story addition was constructed on 

the front (west) of the barn, a shorter addition exists behind 

the house, and a portion of the land on Ives Court was sold. 

(Ives Court no longer exists.) Additionally, a large chain-link 

fence has been constructed around the property, replacing portion!: 

of the original- iron-fencei 

Plane for the future call for new stairs to be added to the 

jail and other modifications to be made to comply with State 

requirement!:. 

An interesting final note to this history of the Salem Jail 

is a quote that occurred in "Salem and Environs", published by 

the Salem Evening News, in 1897. After reviewing the addition 

completed in lt'.85, twelve years earlier, it e;tated that, "It is, 

however, probable that another enlargement will have to be made 

in the near future". 13 



FOOTNOTES: 

1. Salem and Environs, Salem Evening News, 1897. 

2. Salem Historic District Study Committee Report, by 
Elizabeth Reardon. 

J. Essex County Commissioners' Records, Book #J, 
December 7, 1810. 

4. Essex County Commissioners' Records, Book #J, 
October term 1811, page 204. 

5. Essex County Commissioners' Records, Book#), 
October term 1811, page 233. 

6. Ibid. 

7. The Diary of William Bentley. 

8. Essex County Commissioners' Records, Book #J, 
April, 1813. 

9. The Diary of William Bentley. 

10. "Old Naumkeag", Webber & Nevins. 

11. Salem City Council Records of October 8, 1855. 

12. Salem Evening News, June 18, 1884. 

lJ. Salem and Environs, Salem Evening News, 1897• 



APPENDICES 1 

A. Essex County Commissioners' Records, April, 1813. 

B. labor Receipt Sample Showing Joseph Edwards in Charge. 

c. Receipt for Bricks - John Page. 

D. Receipt for Labor to Dig Cellars - Aron Foster and 
John Brown. 

E. Receipt for Glazing - Abraham Edwards. 

F. Receipt for Miscellaneous Items - Abraham Edwards. 

G. Receipt for Hardware - Abner Goodhue. 

H. Receipt for Miscellaneous Items - David Robbins. 

I. Essex County Commissioners' Records, 1813 - 1814. 

J. "Sa lern and Environs", Salem Evening News, 1897. 

K. Some of the Occupants of the Keeper's House. 



EXHIBITS a 

A. Map of Salem in 1700. 

B. Map of Salem in 1780. 

c. Map of the City of Salem - 1851. 

D. Copy of Plan by Chs. A. Putnam - September, 1856. 

E. Atlas of the City of Salem - 1874. 

F. C. A. Putnam Plan, April 13, 1889. 

G. Atlas of the City of Sa lern - 1897. 

H. Atlas of the City of Salem - -1911.~ 

r. Sanborn Map, 1953· 
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OLD SALEM JAIL, ERECTEQ 1813 • 
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Salem JaiL · >: . . also, was made the final deliverance of 
· · · .. .... , , .• those who had falien victims to this su-

Few, if 'icy, institutions arc m~re' perstition, Salem leading the way in let .. 
conspicuous in the history of the couotiy ' .tirig in ·!he light upon the witchcraft rlc­
than is the jail located in the City of lusion .. · The older portion of the present 
Salem. The contrast, however, between. jail,. located at the corner of St. Peter 
the place of restraint of the earlier day · .and Bridge streets, .was erected in 1813. 
and the present structure is as great as'. . Jn 1885, a thorough remo<lt-lling OC·. 

can be imagined. The first jail, bui_lt in· curr,eq ·and the structure was enlarged to 
. .. 

PRESENT 6ALEM JAIL ANO HOUSE OF CORRECTION. 
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SALEM 1626-1897 

its present c:l.pacity. It is, howe\'er, 
probable that another enlargement will 
have to be made in the n~ar future. The 
fine brick residence of Sheriff Johnson, 
who also acts as keeper of the jail, is 
located in close proximity and is sur­
rounded by beautiful and well-kept 
grounds, in keeping with the general 
atmosphere of neatness and order. The 
jail has every precaution for safc:ty and 
has a capacity of 150 prisoners. Those 
committed. 
here are 
largely for 
short terms, 
many for the 
offense of 

, drunkeDl)ess, 
although -·in 

'the past 
twelve years 
six have 
been held on 

- -t h e charge 
of murder,· 
all of whom, 
with the ex­
ception of 

· one now con­
fined, have 
been sen­
tenced to 
state prison 
for Jifc. The 
prisoners do 

· all the work, 
such as cook-
ing, ¥ing, 
firing th c 
boilers, etc., 
th c female 
inmates 
making 
clothing for 
both sexes. 
The jail serves 

Howe, who was first assi:.tant under Keep­
er Hathaway, acting as tumkej.- The 
other officers arc : Steward, G. Frank 
Derby; outside officer, Francis F. John­
son; shop officer, James W. Bryant; night 
watchman, Israel IJea\·itt; physician, 
Charles A. C:irltori, M~ D~ On three 
Sundays each month Protestant services 
are held in the chapel from 9 to 10 A. :it., 
in charge of Rev. Charles H. Puffer, the 
prison chaplain, and one Sunday of each 

month Rev. 
Fr .. Murphy 
conducts a 
service along 
Rom an 
Catholic 
lines. 
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Some of the Occupents of the "Keepe:--'s House" h2ve been: 

A 

Ammi Bro'l/m one of the first occupants, tern unknoi:·m. 
Nehemie.h Br01·m during the 1830' s 
Samuel Day jaiJ.or and conste.b1e in the "!..840's 

federal census tal{en in 1850 lists as living in this house: 
Sarauel Day age 52 deputy jailor born Mass. 
Jedediah Kelborn II 37 turn ke;,r " tr 

Susan Lord . ti 52 " " Sarah Lord " 16 II II 

Elizabeth Lord " 23 " It 

Sarah Batchelder II 25 II N.H. 
Thomas Lord II 18 cam enter II I\'Iass. 

Eben D. KimbaJ_l, Jededie.h Kilbourn, Jacob Berr-.' in 1856 

The census for 1860: 
Ebenezer D. Kimball age 56 je.il keeper 
Hannah w. II If 50 

born Mc..ss 
II " 

Frank It It 19 student " II 

George F. " II l4 ti II 

Hanna.h E. " II 11 " II 

Ellen Dohe::'ty ti 2~ domestic .; " Irs. 
Bessie Cor:.rige..n II 18 II n ti 

1870 census: 
John D. Cross age 57 .4ail keepe:-
Lydia c. Cross II 57 keens hot1se 

born Me:.: s. 
" " Lizzie A. Stamper II 27 no occ. " II 

George E. " II 28 tu:::'nkev 
E\ra. c. II It 7 at school 

II II 

" II 

Joh..11 D. c. II It 3 at ho::1e ti II 

APPENDIX K 

Some Occupants of the Keeper's House 
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EXHIBIT B 

of Salem in 1780 l'f.ap 
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EXHIBIT C 

Map of the Citi of Salem - 1851 
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A PLAN OF A STRIP OF LAND 
PURCHASED BY THE COUNTY OF ESSEX 

FROM THE CITY OF SALEM. 
SCALE 20 FEET TO I INCH (~ \\'P& · · 
CONTAINS 7860 SQ. FEET ~ c.DME'~e;aj 
BY CHS. A. PUTNAM, SUR. 

SEP. 1856 

Thi•"'""; • • COW· SH 
11ri1in•I on li/11. 

EXHIBIT D 

Copy of Plan by 

Chs. A. Putnam - Septembe~. 1856 
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EXHIBIT E 

Atlas of the City of Salem 1874 
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EXHIBIT F 
(Part 1) 
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c. A. Putnam Plan, April 13, 1889 

. 

-

~I ,,(•// 

.. 

·• 

. 
~ / 

'O 

. 
I ( 

-

•• '7,t/ 

. 
; 

. . 
~ 



•' ··,;;·i:.· 
..... 
S···-·~ ,,._., 
~>' ..... , •· •' ·t~ I ·: .. !: ~·; lo'.·.... .. 

;',,,. ..... · .. : . 
.,:: .. . ~ 

J: • . • . .... ~ 

.. 

! . ,,{;: ;1'71 .... ; ,.:_...:__ ____________________ __..;-'--'---"""'."---

, . 

... . - ... ·. 
,1. '. 

·O 
• LLJ 

:i: 
lf) 

.• ·:: .••. ::·.~ t ~ 
tn 

:~-t .. 
'.~;' . . 

··~ ' . \ 

"'.' ... 

.. '. ! :.-, .. 
,. . ~ ! 

, .. I .. 
. .. ~ " . . 

, , ...... ' ... \ 
. •' . 

I 

IJ-------1'"' I 

I 
l 

0 
w 
:r 
If> 

.. 

. ....:----

z: 
wJ 
...I.. 

u 

I. f-
~ 

"1 
~· 

w 
(() 

=' .___ 
0 ;, /,:.S 

I 
I 

0 
z: 
_J 

...J 
~ lJJ ' . 

~ 
'() 
-l-

0 

. ){. 
n I \. 

( 6E.E. f'P..cz.:r '\) 

EXHIBIT F 
(Part 2) 
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c. A. Putnam Plan. April 13, 1889 
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EXHIBIT G 

the City of Salem - 1897 Atlas of -
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EXHIBIT H 

Atlas ·of. the City of ··Salem - 1911 
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Sanborn Map - 1953 


