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8 Lynn Street 

This house was built for William Boden, Salem mariner, probably in 1802. 

In 1700 this lot was part of a larger tract owned by the Beckford family 
of Salem, who retained possession of it until 1778, when much of it was 
sold to Benjamin Goodhue, Salem merchant and later a United States 
Senator. On 27 Jan 1783 Mr Goodhue, for 54. 1. 8 granted to William 
Boden, Salem mariner, "a certain house lot near the new street (now 
Federal Street) in Salem, and being part of a field which I bought of 
Benjamin Bickford and partly a piece of land I bought of John Bickford, 
said house lot being bounded and described as follows, beginning at the 
northwesterly corner of a street which said John Bickford has lately 
laid out through his land (this is now Andover Street) where it communicates 
with a street I have lately laid through said field of mine (this is now Lynn 
Street) ... " (140:115). 

William Boden, the new owner of this land, had married Experience Downing 
in Salem in July 1774, and soon they had a family of at least four children 
(William Jr, Elias, Sally, and Charles Derby). In the Revolutionary War, 
Mr Boden (or Bowden, as the name was sometimes spelled) enlisted right 
after the Lexington Fight, serving as Drum Major in Capt Thomas Barnes 1 

company, Col. Mansfield 1s (19th) regiment, throughout most of 1775. When 
the war went south, drummer Boden stayed here, shipping as a mariner 
aboard various privateers. In 1780 he served aboard the Salem brigantine 
Cutter, a privateer, Capt Samuel Crowell, and the Marblehead privateer 
ship Thorn, Capt Richard Cowell. He was then described as standing 5 1 2" 
to 5 1 4 11 high, possessed of a light complexion. He was not particularly 
short for those days. 

William Boden evidently had a house built on this land soon after buying it 
in 1783, but it is not possible to be certain. In 1782 and 1784 he was assessed 
for a small house worth 50 li (he may have built the house thereon the year 
before he bought the land); from 1789-91 he was not assessed for real estate; 
from 1792-99 he was assessed small amounts for part of a house. During 
this time he gave up seafaring, and became a laborer. He also took to drink, 
and in 1800 spent a stretch of time in the town work-house, the place reserved 
for the poor and improvident of Salem. 

Perhaps this humiliation sobered him, for in 1802 the assessment on his 
part of a house jumped from $250 to $400, perhaps reflecting the construction 
of a larger house (this one) on his land. Other evidence exists to support 
this theory: on 7 Jan 1802 he sold a piece of his houselot (to the north) for 
$260, and on 18 Aug 1802 for $200 he mortgaged his homestead ( 171 :44). 



By raising this money, Mr Boden would have been able to pay for the 
construction of a new house in 1802, in addition to the small house which 
already stood on the land. On 15 June 1803, with the new house (assuming 
there was a new house) complete, William "Le Boden 11

, now styled a Salem 
yeoman (farmer), for $650 mortgaged to James Bott, Salem saddler, "all 
that piece of land with the dwelling houses and buildings thereon, situated 
at the corner where Andover Street meets Lynn Street" (172:195). It is 
clear from this last mortgage deed that by 1803 there were at least two 
dwelling houses on Mr Baden's land--virtual assurance that a new house 
had recently been built, 

Unfortunately, Mr Boden had a great deal of difficulty walking the straight 
and narrow, and once again he fell into a bottle. By 1807 the problem was 
so bad that the Salem selectmen appointed a guardian for him, who "by 
excessive drinking and idleness does so spend, waste and lessen his estate 
as thereby to expose himself and family to want and suffering circumstances" 
(#2873). The guardian was Samuel Sweetser, Salem trader (probably a creditor). 
Mr Boden did not have to live with this situation much longer; he died late in 
October 1807, aged 61 years. In the probate of his estate, the northern half 
of this, his "mansion house" was set off for life to his widow Experience 
(#2874). 

On 18 Aug 1809 Mrs Boden, as administratrix of her late husband's estate, 
sold to her son William Boden, Salem painter, "the mansion house &: a small 
house" and land at the corner of Andover &: Lynn Streets, subject to her 
dower right and the two unredeemed mortgages (187:290); Mr Boden recon­
veyed the same for $1100 to his mother Experience that same day; she had 
raised the money by taking out a mortgage loan from James Bott for $1100 
(187:290, 290). 

Mrs Boden probably had trouble repaying this mortgage, and on 23 Nov 1815 
she sold the house lot "with all the buildings thereon" for $1424 to James Bott, 
Salem merchant and holder of her previous mortgage; that same day Mr Bott 
leased to Mrs Boden, for 1 ~ annual payment for life, her dower or northern 
half of the house, with liberty to use the entries &: stairways, the out-house, 
to dry clothes and pile six cords of wood in the back yard, and to use the 
11 aqueduc1! 1in the southern half of the cellar until it be extended into the northern 
cellar (208: 215). Experience Boden lived here until her death in September, 
1838, in her 90th year. 

In the meantime, the owner, James Bott (1745-1829) died, on 28 Dec 1829, 
in his 85th year. A wealthy man possessed of much real estate, he had willed 
this, "my Boden house" to the children of his son Lynch Bott; it was then 
valued at $950 (#2804). Evidently the smaller house on the property had been 
removed before Mr Bott made his will in 1825. 



The heirs or children of Lynch Bott (evidently there were four: Mary, John, 
William, and Thomas Bott) occupied this house as late as 1844; by 1850 only 
William Bott was living here, having bought out the rights of his brothers 
and sister (see 369:1 & other deeds). William C Bott, a Salem currier 
engaged in Salem's burgeoning leather industry, released his right to the 
homestead on 22 Aug 1851 to Jonathan C Perkins Esq of Salem (449:277). 

Mr Perkins rented out the house & land until 22 Sept 1855, when, for $800, 
he sold the same to (his tenant?) John Flanagan, Irish immigrant and Salem 
laborer (519:222). In 1855 the house was occupied by the families of Mr 
Flanagan, John Bolles (husband of his niece), John Scanlan, and Owen Dwyer, 
all "curriers" (workers in the leather industry) and probably all born in 
Ireland. Mr Flanagan owned the homestead until his death on 29 May 1871; 
he had willed the property half-and-half to his wife Ann (who later married 
John Kearins) and his niece Mary Bolles (who later married James Handley); 
it was then valued at $1500 (#39089). 

On 6 June 1874 for a bit more than $2125 the executor of Mr Flanagan's 
will, and his two heirs, sold the estate to Michael McCarthy of Salem 
(905:282, 282). Mr McCarthy, an Irish immigrant & operator of a head-
s plitting machine in a leather factory, his wife Annie (Shea), their infant 
daughter Julia (a son John J would be born later) occupied this house for 
a short time; in 1876 Mr McCarthy had the house at 12 Andover St built, 
and he and his family moved in there, renting out this house. Mr McCarthy 
died on 7 Mar 1893, aged about 60 years, as a result of a factory accident. 

The property descended to his heirs, Julia (1874-1916) and John J McCarthy; 
after Julia's death on 27 Aug 1916, John came into ownership of the premises; 
he died on 7 nov 1948, a bachelor, having willed his "cottage at 12 Andover St 
and a two-family dwelling house at 8 Lynn St" to his cousin William C McCarthy 
of Salem (#225813). 

On 24 July 1953 Mr McCarthy granted the premises to himself and his wife 
Annie M, via Mary L Higgins (3995:301, 302); it was at this time that he had 
a plan of the estate made, since he was selling off 12 Andover Street. After 
the death of her husband, Mrs Annie M McCarthy, on 13 Feb 1958, granted 
8 Lynn Street to herself and her son William E McCarthy (4440:54). About 
a year later, on 21Jan1959, they sold the house and land at 8 Lynn Street 
to Mabel H Begley, thus ending the long tradition of family ownership 
(4532:37 2). 

Robert Booth 
27 Oct 1977 



Notes 

The inventory of William Boden 's property lists his real estate as 11 two 
dwelling houses and about 8 poles land under & adjoining, situate at the 
corner of Andover & Lynn Streets in sd Salem," worth $2000 (#2874). 

For more information on Michael McCarthy, see the 1977 research report 
on 12 Andover Street by Robert Booth, 

A figure such as (123:45) refers to So. Essex County Deed Book 123, page 
or leaf 45; a figure such as (#12345) refers to So. Essex County Probate 
docket 12345. 

the term "li11 refers to value in monetary pounds. 

In the deed of 27 Jan 1783, Goodhue to Boden, 140:115, the house lot was 
bounded south by John Bickford's Street 40', east by John Bickford's land 90', 
north partly by garden land belonging to the mansion house of Benjamin 
Bickford, deceased, and partly by land sold to Thomas Phillips 58 1 9", 
west by the street Goodhue laid out through his field 90' 8 11 • 
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