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According to the Massachusetts Historical Commission, what is now Daniels Street was 

in existence as early as 1661, and by the mid 1700s was known as Daniels Lane, later Daniels 

Street. By the late 1700s, both Palfrey’s and Fogg’s Wharves were located at the foot of Daniels 

Street, making the street busy with activities connected with the sea. According to MACRIS 

property reports, 6 Daniels is among the oldest extant properties on the street. 

As noted in the MACRIS report for this property (SAL.2584), the structure at 6 Daniels St 

is somewhat larger than the average Federal period dwelling since it was built to house two 

families. Placed gable end to the street, the structure was originally 7 bays long (2 narrow 

windows have been added to the façade) and 3 bays deep. The Daniels St entrance has a simple 

entablature while the north side doorway, while its blind sidelights, transom, and entablature, 

appear to be a Greek Revival feature. The house also has the addition of a rear 2-story bay. Of 

the architectural details and likely date(s) of construction, local architectural historian Vijay 

Joyce contributed the following: 

Along with other details (like the basic massing of the building), the massive bed 

molding underneath the overhang is almost identical to the [house] at 10 ½ Herbert St. 

which was built in the 1790s. [6 Daniels] was definitely added on to over the years. The 

front door on the north side is very Greek Revival. And the south side of the building has 

a Victorian bay added to it which came about in the 1840s/50s. 

Perhaps the additional work/extension added in the 1840s/50s is why the Patriot Properties 

listing for this property indicates 1850 as the construction date. 



According to historian Sidney Perley, a previous house built by 1672 once stood on this 

site. John Berry acquired the property on December 7, 1722, and by 1746 had removed the old 

house. See the excerpt below concerning the “Estate of Richard Rose House”: 

 

Source: Sidney Perley, Essex Antiquarian, vol. 10, no. 24, pp. 122-123, Google Books 

 

 In 1784, Berry’s heirs - John Felt, Catharine Felt, and Elizabeth Stone - sold their interest 

in this property to John Berry, a mariner, and Abigail Berry, a spinster. The language of the deed 

is worth including at some length given its stipulations as to the intended partitions and future 

building plans: 

The said Abigail to have so much of the land under the house as may be covered by her 

part of the house which she & said John the grantees may build & the said John to have 

the land under his part of said house & the dividing line in said house to be an entry to 

run from south to north through said house & the said Abigail to have the east end with 

said entry & the said John the west end & the land round said house to remain in 



Common to the grantees with the well therein said Common land to extend as 

farmost[sic] as to be six feet west from the west end of the house & to extend from 

north to south parallel with said west end of said house & the rest of said land to be 

divided in two equal halves […] (emphasis added) 

As noted above, a house was intended to be built at the time of the deed’s signing in March of 

1784, with Abigail taking the east end and John taking the west. According to city atlases and 

directories, the house was partitioned as separate addresses - 6 Daniels and 8 Daniels (with 8 ½ 

Daniels also emerging in the early 1900s) - for most of its lifetime. The MACRIS report for 4 

Daniels nextdoor (SAL.2585) notes that Abigail also acquired the eastern and western halves of 

that property in 1797 and 1802, respectively. She died in 1824 after which point her executor, 

Abigail B. Archer (nee Woodward; b. 1789; d. January 25/26, 1868), apparently rented out the 

property. 

John Archer (b. July 4, 1796; d. March 5 1884), a ship’s chandler, was the next owner of 

6 Daniels. John Berry’s granddaughter, Mary Ann Stevens (nee Peele/Perle), and her husband 

Hiram, a cordwainer, sold 6 Daniels to Archer in 1831. (Hiram and Mary Ann were married on 

December 5, 1830 in Methuen.) The 1837 directory shows that Archer was sharing the house 

with Eunice Russell, Aaron Meader, a laborer, and Ebenszer Morgan, a mariner. The 1850 

Census lists John and Abigail living at the residence with Sophia Manning, who was 21 years of 

age at the time; and a likely niece of John’s (see later note regarding 1880 Census). 



 



After Abigail’s death in early 1868, her sibling heirs - Benjamin Woodward and Nancy 

Oneutt - granted John “two thirds of [the] house and one half the land” for $1,450 (see book 

741, page 33 in “Deeds”). The 1870 Census shows that John continued to reside at the property 

with Mary A. Francisco, identified as a housekeeper. The final Census showing John at the 

property (before his death in 1884) is from 1880, and lists James Manning - a post office clerk - 

and Robert Manning - a sea captain/master mariner - who are identified as Archer’s half-

brothers. Mary Francisco was living at 8 Daniels in 1880, and came to own the house after 

John’s death, perhaps as a stipulation of Archer’s will. City directories show Francisco as the 

sole occupant of 6 Daniels from at least 1890 until her death in 1895, at which point the 

executor of her will, Nathaniel Simonds, sold the property to Roland Smalley. Book 1465 page 

51 identifies Francisco as the owner of the property and stipulates that the property be sold off 

via private sale as part of her will, but makes no mention of how she came to possess 

ownership. 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 
 



Following Francisco’s death and more transfers of ownership, 6/8 Daniels provided 

tenement housing for several decades (the 1906-1938 atlas labels the property as 

“Tenements”). Throughout the early 1900s, 6/8 Daniels was home to various tenants, many of 

them Polish immigrants. Attracted to job opportunities in the city’s mills and factories, Polish 

immigrants began arriving in Salem en masse around 1890, accounting for about 8% of the 

city’s overall population by 1911. Religion played a strong role in the Polish community and as 

the number of Polish Catholics in Salem grew, the need for a permanent house of worship 

became apparent. Nearby Herbert Street and Union Street became the heart of the Polish 

Catholic presence in the city, after the opening of St. John the Baptist Church, a parochial 

school, convent, and rectory.  

The new church catalyzed the settlement of Polish immigrants in the neighborhood and 

multiple single-family homes were converted or replaced with multi-family tenements to house 

the growing population. The sizeable 6/8 Daniels was one such property, with 8 ½ being built in 

the early 1900s (first appearing on the 1906 atlas and referred to as “Flats”). The Derby Street 

neighborhood became a tight knit hub of all Polish activities with multiple shops, restaurants, 

and social clubs in the area catering to Poles from all regions and religions. Even the House of 

the Seven Gables (the namesake of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 1851 novel) played a crucial role in 

this community. Caroline Emmerton opened the museum in 1910 to support her adjacent 

settlement house, which provided classes and workshops to the local immigrant community, a 

role the museum still upholds to this day. 

Closer to 6/8 Daniels, the Polish American Citizens Club (PACC) moved its headquarters 

across the street to 9 Daniels in 1928 (see MACRIS SAL.2619). Founded in 1916, the PACC grew 



out of efforts to promote citizenship and naturalization among Salem's Polish immigrants, a 

project that was strongly supported by the St. Joseph Society and community leaders such as 

Teofil Bartnicki, Felix Rybicki, and Wladyslaw Sobocinski (who lived on Daniels and likely had 

relatives at 6/8 Daniels in the early 1900s). The building has remained part of the community, 

later becoming (and remaining) the home of the local Polish Legion of American Veterans post, 

which had originally used the old firehouse at 128 Derby Street as its meeting place. 

 

1950 installation dinner of the Polish American Citizens Club, Falcons Hall. 
Source: National Park Service, “9 Daniels Stret and the Polish American Citizens Club,” 

https://nps.gov/articles/000/daniels-street. Accessed 21 Nov 2021. 
 

 
 Many Polish tenants of 6/8 Daniels and their relations are featured in In the Heart of 

Polish Salem: An Ethnohistorical Study of St. Joseph Hall and Its Neighborhood (2009), a PDF 

version of which is freely available online through the National Park Service.1 As a case in point, 

the text features in-depth coverage of Joseph Kohn - who lived at 6 Daniels in 1911 - who had 

come to the U.S. in part because he was seeking to avoid conscription into the Russian army. 

                                                        
1 http://npshistory.com/publications/sama/in-heart-polish-salem.pdf 



Following his older brother’s migration to Salem, Joseph followed the same route. As his wife 

Hedwiga (Harriet) shared in 1978: 

When they got to a certain age, the Russians were taking all the young Polish boys to 

join their army. And when he knew that he was going to be picked, he got into a wagon, 

one of those farmers’ wagons loaded with hay. And he hid under the hay.  And every 

border they come to, they’d stick pitchforks through to see if anybody was there. And 

they just laid in that hay. Most of them traveled that way to get out of the boundary 

lines. 

Trained as a shoemaker, Joseph found work at a shoe shop in Salem before saving up enough 

money to acquire a horse and wagon he used to transport fruit and vegetables from New 

Hampshire to sell in Salem. He eventually established his own grocery business.2 

 

Joseph and Hedwiga (Harriet) Kohn. Photo from Francis Kulik. Featured in In the Heart of Polish Salem, p. 109. 

                                                        
2 See Cathy Stanton and Jane Becker, In the Heart of Polish Salem: An Ethnohistorical Study of St. Joseph Hall and 
Its Neighborhood, pp. 108-109. 



Another tenant of 6 Daniels - Frank (Franciszek) Sobocinski - attempted to start a local 

mutual assistance society in 1897 with six other men, one of whom also lived at 6 Daniels in the 

early 20th century - Walter Jastrzembski. As scholars Cathy Stanton and Jane Becker have noted, 

the mutual assistance model had significant appeal in immigrant communities. Many ethnic 

communities felt that it was shameful to accept aid from outside of their own groups; one early 

study of Poles in the U.S. found that Polish immigrants saw the acceptance of American charity 

as a disgrace to the entire community.3 Founded in 1899, the St. Joseph Society was among the 

earliest of many local associations designed to provide civic, economic, educational, and social 

benefits for Poles in the city. See Appendix C from In the Heart of Polish Salem which features 

meeting minutes from the Society, naming several additional tenants and relations of 6/8 

Daniels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
3 See David T. Beito, From Mutual Aid to the Welfare State: Fraternal Societies and Social Services, 1890-1967, p. 
26. 



Owner Years of 
Ownership 

Number 
of Years 

Purchase Price Document 
Referenced 
(Book-Page) 

John and Abigail Berry 1784-1831 47 62 pounds, ten shillings 146-181 
John Archer 1831-1884 53 $275 260-164; 364-

151; 741-33 
Mary Ann Francisco 1884-1895 11 n/a 1465-51 

Roland Smalley 1895-1903 8 $2580 1465-51 
Robert and Nellie J. 

McCartney 
1903-1909 6 $1 1708-255 

Joseph and Julianna 
Kowalski 

1909-1955 46 $100 and other 
considerations paid 

1949-521; 
1958-505; 
2797-599 

Lionel and Wilfred 
Pelletier 

1955-1958 3 $14,500 4187-289 

Theresa C. Pelletier 1958-1962 4 Less than $100 4487-369 
William H K 
Donaldson 

1962-1966 4 “for consideration 
paid” 

4930-152 

John A. Driscoll 1966-1972 6 “for consideration 
paid” 

5355-493 

Peter A and Mary P 
Lagos 

1972 1 $24,000 5686-715 

John J Connelly III 1972-1974 2 $50,000 5936-470 
Edmund L and 

Marguerite H Phelan 
1974-1985 11 $31,477 6059-306 

Christopher B and 
Celeste B Quinn 

1985-1991 6 $160,000 7642-286 

Claire S Quinn 1991-1992 1 “for consideration 
paid” 

11062-102 

Christopher B Quinn 1992-1996 4 “for consideration 
paid” 

11603-62 

Alexander Stephens III 1996-2000 4 $157,000 13412-78 
John and Deborah 

Nestel 
2000-2001 1 “for consideration 

paid” 
16685-229 

Michelle DuPont 2001-present 20 $139,000 16959-461 
Jerome and Frances 

Wilson 
2009-present 12 $117,500 28978-435; 

31033-385 
Jennifer Mirra 2013-present 8 $174,000 32670-142 
Suzanne Inge 2019-present 2 $340,000 38053-127 

 
 
 
 



Residents Directory Year Directory Notes 
John and Abigail Berry N/A  

John Archer, ship chandler 1831-1884 (died Mar 5 
1884) 

6 Daniels; 1886 Directory 
notes Archer’s death date 

William B Jackson, cooper 1874-1884 8 Daniels 
Miss M. A. Francisco 1890-96 6 Daniels 

Charles Boyer Jr., machinist 1890-96 8 Daniels 
John Grant, car carpenter 

Mrs Johann Grant 
John A Grant, driver 

1897-1910 6 Daniels; Mrs. J Grant first 
named in 1910 directory 

(John d. May 24, 1910); John 
A named for first time in 

1910 
John J Parsons, engineer 

Mrs A J Parsons 
Arthur P Parsons, shoemaker 

 

1897-1910 8 Daniels; John J Parsons died 
sometime before the 1902-
02 directory was published; 

Arthur first mentioned in 
1901-02 

Kasper Nikiel, machinist 
Frank A Soboczinski, machinist 
William P. Goldthwaite, jobber 

1911 6 Daniels; would have lived 
here until 1913 at the latest 

Joseph Kohn, grocer 
John Karbowniczak, furniture 

1911 8 Daniels; would have lived 
here until 1913 at the latest 

Maciey Lipka, shoe worker 
Frank Pszenny, leather worker 
Alex H Chludzininski, mechanic 
John Haluposki, shoe worker 

Joe Vasoloski, machinist 

1914 6 Daniels 

Andrew W Wyzenski, molder 
Frank Sentkowski, morocco 

dresser 

1914-15 
1914-21 

8 Daniel; men were noted 
living at the rear 

Pierre Gagne, mason 
A Salowski 

Wladyslaw Zuiski, leather worker 
George Sansoucy, car conductor 

Joseph Pelletier, operator 

1915-17 
1915 

1915-17 
1915 

1915-31 

6 Daniels 

Walter A Jastrgembski, moulder 
Alfred Morin, second hand 

Theophile Dancosse/Dancausze 
Georgiana Dancosse 

1915-31 
1915 

1917-21 
1917-21 

8 Daniels; 1917 is the first 
year in which 8 ½ features in 
the directory; Jastrgembski 
and Dancosse were still in 

rear in 1921 
Alexander Staniszenski, die sinker 

Mary Staniszenski 
1917 
1917 

6 Daniels 

Stanislaw Wilczenski, emp (U S M 
Co Bev) 

1921-31 
 

6 Daniels 



Helen Wilczenski 
Z Tardiff 

Thomas Goodrow, paper hanger 
Margaret C Goodrow 

1921-31 
1921 
1921 
1921 

Exena Dancause 
Joseph Kowalski 

Joseph Waleszkiewicz, leather worker 
Nelly Waleszkiewicz 

1931 
1931 
1931 
1931 

8 ½ Daniels 

Eleopauldine Fournier 
Clifford J Pooler, leather worker 

Margaret C Pooler 

1931 
1931-36 
1931-36 

6 Daniels 

Zygmunt Wodarski 
Joseph Skoniecki 

1933-34 
1936 

6 Daniels 

Edward M Haibon 
Frances Grocka (widow of Bernard) 

Jane Grocka, shoeworker 
Lucien Grocka, leather worker 
Edward M Haibon, machinist 

Stella Haibon 

1933-36 
1933-36 
1935-36 
1935-36 
1935-36 
1935-36 

8 Daniels 

Andrew W Jastrzembski 
Josephine Jastrzembski 

Waclaw Jastrzembski, sign painter 
William Radzymski 
John Maciejewski 
Jessie Maciejewski 

Eug Maciejewski, shoeworker 
Henry Radzymski, shoeworker 
John Radzymski, shoeworker 

Frances Radzymski 

1933-35 
1935 

1933-35 
1933-36 
1933-36 
1935-36 
1935-36 

1935 
1935 
1935 

8 ½ Daniels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anthony Gauthier 
William Gadala 
Mary Skoniecki 
Paul Malawka 

Chester Sawulski 

1948 
1948, 1951, 1954, 1959 

1948, 1951, 1954 
1948, 1951, 1954 
1948, 1951, 1954 

6 Daniels 

Victoria Jaskiel 
William Radzymski 
John J Maciejewski 
Joseph Bulkowski 
Henry E Jendrazek 

1948, 1951 
1948, 1951, 1954, 1959 
1948, 1951, 1954, 1959 

1954 
1959 

8 ½ Daniels 

John J Konieczny 
Jean D Sutherland 
Joseph A Jablonski 

1959 
1959 
1959 

6 Daniels 

 
Note: Available Salem City Directories span 1837-1964. All currently accessible City Directories were consulted. 

Some years were not available at the time of research. 

 



 

Inventory No: SAL.2585   

Historic Name:
Common Name:
Address: 4 Daniels St

 

City/Town: Salem

Village/Neighborhood: Derby Street

Local No: 35-355

Year Constructed: c 1802

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): Federal

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s):
Designation(s):
Building Materials(s): Wall: Wood Clapboard
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important _ architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the cannunity.) • . 

In i t s form, s i z e , and sha l low p i t c h of i t s gable roo f , 4 D a n i e l s . 
St i s t y p i c a l of numerous v e r n a c u l a r F e d e r a l p e r i o d b u i l d i n g s i n the 
Derby"St . a r ea . Or i en t ed sou th , the s t r u c t u r e has a 5-bay s y m m e t r i c a l l y 
arranged facade w i t h a modest cen te r e n t r y . Tr im i s s imple and c o n s i s t s 
of s i l l arid corner boards , and p l a i n window surrounds . The roof eaves 
are somewhat deeper than one might expect on a Fede ra l house. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (rbGDlain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community0 

A c c o r d i n g to an account by h i s t o r i a n Sidney P e r l e y , R i c h a r d 
I n g e r s o l l b u i l t a house on t h i s s i t e i n 1675. A b i g a i l Be r ry a c q u i r ed 
the eas t e rn and western ha lves of the proper ty i n 1797 and 1802 
r e s p e c t i v e l y and the I n g e r s o l l house, "was probably gone soon a f t e r w a r d . " 

Judging from i t s appearance, Be r ry may have b u i l t 4 D a n i e l s S t . 
s h o r t l y a f t e r demol i sh ing the e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g . She d i ed i n 1824 and 
her execu to r , A b i g a i l B . A r c h e r , apparen t ly rented out the p r o p e r t y . 
The 1837 Salem D i r e c t o r y shows mar iner Thomas Seaver l i v i n g here . 
A r c h e r ' s h e i r s then s o l d the h o u s e . i n 1868 to Susan Mundy who l i v e d here 
w i t h her husband John. 

The Federa l p e r i o d was one of great p r o s p e r i t y i n Salem due to 
numerous s u c c e s s f u l mar i t ime ventures around the w o r l d . ' Many of the 
s t r u c t u r e s s u r v i v i n g i n the Derby S t . neighborhood date to t h i s time 
( 1 7 9 - 1 8 2 0 ) . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or P___F_NCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

P e r l e y , S idney , Essex A n t i q u a r i a n , V o l , 10, No. 24, P . 122 

Essex Landry R e g i s t r y of Deeds, Book 161/Le"af 178, Book 171/Leaf 70, Book 
743 / L e a f 137; . ' 

10M - 7/3 
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Historic Name: Salem Polish American Citizens Club

Common Name: Wiggin, Peirce L. - Goldsmith, William H. House

Address: 9 Daniels St

 

City/Town: Salem

Village/Neighborhood: Derby Street

Local No: 35-383

Year Constructed: c 1810

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): Federal

Use(s): Clubhouse; Multiple Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture; Ethnic Heritage; Recreation

Area(s):
Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Wall: Aluminum Siding; Brick; Brown Stone; Concrete
Unspecified; Granite; Wood; Stone, Cut
Foundation: Concrete Unspecified; Granite; Stone, Cut
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F O R M B - BUILDING 
Assessor's number 

35-383 
USGS Quad 

Salem 
Area(s) Form Number 

2619 

Recorded by Lisa Mausolf 

Organization Salem Planning Department . 

Date (month/year) April 1998 

Town Salem 

Place (neighborhood or village) Derby Street 

Address 9 Daniels Street 

Historic Name 

Uses: Present Social Club 

Original Residential 

Date of Construction c. 1810 

Source maps, directories 

Style/Form 

Architect/Builder unknown 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation Stone 

Wall/Trim Brick 

Roof (not visible) 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 

none 

Major Alterations (with dates) (c. 1930) - south addition, 

removal of facade cornice 

Condition good 

Moved 13 no • yes 

Acreage 6070 SF 

Date 

Setting densely built-up 19th century residential 

neighborhood between Essex Street and the waterfront 

SEP����� ����
Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 

A S S . HIST. C O M M 



BUILDING F O R M (9 Daniels Street) 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L DESCRIPTION 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of the building in terms of other buildings within the 
community. 

This early 19th century brick dwelling was converted for use as a Polish social club in the late 1920s. The three-story, flat-
roofed brick building presents its narrow two-bay facade to the street and was apparently originally nearly identical to the 
adjacent building at 7 Daniels Street which sits just a few feet to the north. The brick is laid in a Flemish bond and the 
building rests on a stone foundation. With the exception of the first floor windows which have been bricked-in, most of the 
windows contain a 1/1 replacement sash and display simple stone sills and splayed lintels. The windows on the third floor are 
slightly smaller. On the facade, the height of the building has been raised slightly and the original cornice has been removed. 

Extending to the south of the building is a 20th century three-story addition measuring l x l bay and obscuring the original 
center entrance. Its detailing echoes that of the original building. The brick on this section is laid in a common brick above a 
concrete foundation. The windows have splayed brownstone lintels and concrete sills. The first floor entrance is located on 
the west wall of the addition and is fronted by new concrete steps. The original brownstone entablature over the entrance has 
been partially obscured by a canopy and the doors have been replaced by modem bronze and glass double doors. At the rear 
of the building is a two-story, wood-frame addition which is sheathed in aluminum siding above a concrete foundation. On 
the south side, there is a recessed bay which accesses a set of covered stairs. 

The building is set directly on the sidewalk just about two feet from the adjacent building at 7 Daniels Street. There is a large 
paved parking area to the south of the building. 

HISTORICAL N A R R A T I V E 
Describe the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building and 
the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

What is now Daniels Street was in existence as early as 1661 and by the mid 1700s was known as Daniels Lane, later 
Daniels Street. By the late 1700s Bentley states that both Palfrey's and Fogg's Wharves were located at the foot of Daniels 
Street, making Daniels Street busy with activities connected with the sea. The houses at 7 and 9 Daniels Street both date to 
the early 19th century. 

The earliest available directory, that of 1836, indicates that Peirce L. Wiggin was living here at that time. Without deed 
research it is not possible to find out whether he was the original owner. Mrs. Wiggin continued to live here as late as 1881. 
By 1884 the property had been acquired by William H . Goldsmith, an inspector at the Custom House, who occupied part of 
the house and rented out units to two tenants. William Goldsmith and William Hyde are shown as the owners on the 1911 
map and in the 1905 and 1910 city valuation records. Goldsmith continued to live here until about 1915. The house was 
rented out to a number of tenants over the next 10-15 years. By 1929 the building was being utilized by the Polish American 
Citizens Club, which was organized in November 1916 and initially met at 160 Derby Street. By 1970 the present occupant, 
the Polish Legion of American Veterans Post 55, was using the building. 

c 
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