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15 RIVER STREET

The architecture of this house poses a dilemma similar to the
house at 17 River Street, Just how long was the house standing
before it was sold in 17572 The documentation, on 15 River,
clearly states that in 1757 the house was the former mansion of
John and Rebeckah Beckford. The Beckford's lived in the area
for many years, but there is little evidence to show just when

this house first appears.,

A portion of this house (the southwest, second floor) could be
17th century. The walls contain largémbrick nogging, gunstock
corner posts with a low ceiling. The fireplaces and original
chimney have been removed. I suggest calling in an expert on

17th century construction to help determine the age.




15 RIVER STREET

"River street was called a way in 1739; road, 1773; private
road, 1778; lane, 1782; and River street in 1796." (Essex

Antiquarian, Vol. 7 pg. 116).

Although the name River street hardly seems to apply to this
high and dry road today, during Salem's early history this was
a way bordering on a beautiful, broad river, clean and so deep
that vessels were built and launched at the head of it. The
area around River street was known as Cape Driver, for the land
which jutted out into the river was occupied by the Driver
family. At the end of this street was a.sandy beach where

carts passed to gather sea-weed and sea-grass.

The land on which this house stands was very early owned by

Thomas Trusler (#14 on theé map):




EARLY HISTORY

Lot owned by Thomas Trusler,

‘1 'Thomas Trusler lived on the westerly side of Beckford Street. He
RAyas in Salem in 1638, and probably came in 1629. In 1649, he was excused
Mrom training on account of his age. He married Eleanor, widow of —
'Phelps. ‘She may have been a Moulton, as he speaks of “father Moulton.
{He had a daughter in England in 1654. He died March 5, 1653-4; and she
. died before June, in the spring of 16s5.

i «

His widow Eliﬁor Trusler died iﬁﬂl655, having devised a house and
lot to her son Edward Phelps.

Edward Phelps sold a dwelling house and three acres of laund to
Thomas Robbins, (book 13 page 61, see next page)

. Thomas Robbins first

appeared in Salem in 1641, aﬁ IM{ %

- at thelage of twenty-three;

- and Walter Price? had come from

rie England in the spring, having

brought with him a servant,

‘ named John Watkins, who died

within six or seven weeks after
landing.

. 'Thomas Robbins was born about 1618; carpenter; married, first,
“Isabel , probably a widow, as she had-a son in 1657; she died Oct.
9, 1674; married, second, Mary (Gould), widow of Richard Bishop March
11, 1674-5; probably no children; they were both living in 1681, Mr.
Robbins had a sister, who married Greene, and had a daughter
named Rebecca. The latter married, first, William Pinson Feb. 27,
> 1675-6; and after his death she married, second, Joseph Bubier of Marble-
v head Jan. 1, 1606-7. R . . .

Mr. Robbins' estate descended to his niece Rebecca Pinson.

William Pineon, born about 1648, was a” fisherman and husbandman;
i lived in Salem as early as 1676; married Rebecca Greene  (daughter of

‘sister of Thomas Robbins) Feb, 27, 1675-6; died July —, 1695; she mar-
ried, secondly, Joscph Boobier of Marblehead Jan. 1, 1696-7; in his will he
“mentions William Pinson, minor son .of his kingman Thomas Pinson; chil-
dren: 1. William, born March 26, 1677; 2. Rebecca; married John Bickford.

Mrs, Pinson married 2nd Joseph Boobier. The Boobiers conveyed
the property to John and Rebecca Beckford.

The west portion of John Beckford's lot was early owned by Richard
Bishope Thomas Bishop conveyed the lot to Robert Kitchen in 1691.
(book 9 page 69) Robert Kitchen conveyed the property to Thomas

Robbins in 1695,

¢, *Richard Bishop was a husbandman ; lived in Salem; married, fir '
- fore 1635, Dulzebella ——, who was born about 1607;’she died'ix‘il ’sSt.:ﬂgfn
! Aug..23 :(24), 1658; married, second, Mary Gould, July 22, 1660; she was
. . born about 1611; he died in Salem Dec. 30, 1674; his widow, Mary, married
; Thomas Robbins; children: 1. Mary, born about 1635; married John Dar-
- ! ling (called John Barret or Barbant); 2. Thomas; lived in Manchester;
9~:uwhee1wr1ght;. married Lydia ——; died Oct. 15, 1604; she was his widow in
! ;’702(;1 haéi_chnlgsrgn; 3.Jl\ilathalr.m::}1 ; livgd inhEasthampton', Long Island, N. Y.;
i was dead 1n 1686: 4. John; lived in Southampton, Lon - V. :
' ‘bandman; was living in 1686, pton, Long Island, N. ¥.; hus

1.



The land is described in the Essex Antiquarian as the John and

Rebecca Beckford lot:

0

" John \and Rebecea’ Beckford House.$

_'That part of this lot lying east of the

dashes-:was owned by Thomas Trusler,
who “died March 5, 1654." His widow
Elinor ‘Trusler died in 1635, having
devised the house and lot to her-son Ed-
ward Phelps. Mr. Phelps lived in New-
bury, and, for twenty-five pounds, he con-
veyed the estate to Thomas Robbins of
Salem July 2, 1657. Upon Mr‘;\‘Ro])b’ms'
decease, before 1694, the estate descénd-
ed to his niece and heir Rebpcca Pinson.
Mr. Pinson died in July, 169 5, having de-
~vised his estate to his. wifg 'Rebecca. In

‘the inventory of his estdte, the house,

barn and land were -appraised at on€
hundred pounds. Mrs. Rebecca Pinson
survived her husband, .and married
secondly, Joseph Boobier of Marblghead ;
and, for thirty pounds, they conveypd to
‘Rebecca, daughter of William Pinson, and
_wife of John Beckford of Marblehead,
Jan. 11, 1698-9,9 the estate then being
in-the possession of George Hacker, as
‘tenant. Mr. and Mrs. Beckford’ re-
“moved to Reading, where he was. a yeo-

iman : and conveyed the house and land

v

LT TSP

fround it to their son John Beckford, jr.,
of Salem, shoreman, July 23, 1739.*
The house was probably gone soon after.
The exact site of the house, as it stood in
1700 is uncertain, it may have been on
the narrow way some two hundred feet
westerly of the place where it is marked
on the map,

That part of the lot lying. west of the
dashes was a part of the Richard Bishop
lot, and was devised in the nuncupative
will of Mr, Bishop, who died in 1674-3,
to his son Thomas Bishop for his life and
the remainder in fee toithe latter’s son
Richard- Bishop. Thomas Bishop lived
in Manchester, and was a wheeliwright,

- For forty pounds, he conveyed it to Rob-

ert Kitchen of Salem.‘:‘%ec. 22, 1691.}
Thomas Bishop's son Richard released his

interest in the estate to Mr. Kitchen Feb.

7, 1692-3.1 Richard Bishop’s house stood
upon the northern end of the lot, accord-
ing to his will, but was probably gone
: before the latter date. Mr. Kitchen appar-
, ently conveyed the lot to John and Re-
I becca Beckford ‘about 1700, and it was
‘thenceforth a portion of the Beckford
lot.



1698/9 Jan. 12 - Joseph Boobier of Marblehead and Rebeckah Boobier
his wife relict of William Pinsent, late of Salem and executrix of
the late will of said Wiliiam Pinsent, sold the '"messuage'" contain-
ing about three acres of land with a dwelling house, barn and out
housing to John Bickford and Rebeckah his wifees Rebeckah was the
only child of the late William Pinsent. (book 13 page 62)
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~John Beckford (Bickford), the son of George and Christian Beckford,

was born at Marblehead about 1674, His occupations were recorded as
fisherman, brickmaker, shoreman and yeoman. Mr. Beckford married
Rebecca Pinsent, the daughter of William and Rebecca (Greene) Pinsent,
on Feb, 8, 1697/8. The couple settled in Salem where on Dec. 8, 1717,
he and wife Rebecca were baptized and received to the First Church
with seven of their children, |

Beckford children: ,
George born July 5, 1700
John born Sept. 15, 1702
Rebecca born Feb, 26, 1705
William born March 4, 1706
Bethiah born Febs, 2, 1708
Benjamin born Auge 30, 1711
Ebenezer born May 18, 1715
Priscillaborn Aug. 8, 1717
Mary born Nove 22, 1719
Sarah born Dec. 18, 1721
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Over the years, John and Rebecca sold portions of their
homestead to their sons. By 1757 the entire three acres:had
been divided. The portion where 15 River street stands Was
sold on March 17, 1757 "for love and affection they have and
bear for their eldest son‘Geofge".
All that their former mansion house and land under and
adjoining‘containing about 9 poles

North - highway by the bank of the North River 3 poles

East - by their other land 3 poles

South - by their other land 3 poles ‘

West - line to run through the middlé of the well as Ehe
same is now staked out and privilege therto belongs
particularly the half of the Qell included in the
west line 3 poles (book 104 page 119)

George Beckford, shoreman, was born in l7b0 and died on May 29,
1761, By will written on July 15, 1561, George bequeath the
use and income of his real estate to his wife Elizabeth, during
her natural life. The rest to be divided equally amongst his
sons Georde, Edmund, John and Joshua. (Also mentioned in the
will was his daughter Martha Fowler who shall have the use of
the southern most chamber in the house "belonged to my father
Beckford" during her widowhood.) The lot on which this house
stands was described in the the inventorytas: dwelling house
and land and garden spot bying between dwelling houses of John
and Benjamin Beckford with piece of bank land fenced on ye

north side opposite the dwelling house.
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On December 18, 1773 widow Elizabeth Beckford released her
rights to her sons. A division of the property was made

between the Beckford brothers, the "old ﬂouse so called with

the land under & adjoining the same bounded westerly on land of
Benjamin Bickford, southerly & easterly on land of Deacon John
Bickford & northerly on the North River so called" was assigned

to Joshua,

Joshua Bickford, bapt. April 11, 1742, married Rachel Hilliard

~ on November 18, 1762, She died early without issue. He then

married Elizabeth (Webb) Brown, the widow of John Brown, Their
children were:

Joshua born 1775

John bpt. June 22, 1777

Elizabeth bpt. June 22, 1777; married Elisha Doggett Joshua
died sometime before July 10, 1777, the date the administration
of his estate was granted to his widow, Elizabeth., The

inventory included a dwelling house, land and half a well,.

(probate #2280)

On March 18, 1778, the widow Elizabeth Bickford married
Benjamin Cook., 1In July of 1778 "Elizabeth Cook late the widow
of Joshua Beckford, by virtue of the order of the Court of

Common Pleas, for the sum of 240 pounds, sold to Joseph Saul,

seaman, half or part of my late husband Joshua Beckford his

mansion house and land under."
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The house remained divided, the title being sold as follows:
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Toshoa Gekfond Jr.

North HALF

BOOK 199 PAGE 71
~DA$E - December 14, 1812
CONSIDERATION - $300

GRANTOR (seller) - Joseph Saul, rigger
GRANTEE (buyer) - Mary Williams
DESCRIPTION -

The north half of a dwelling house
and land

PREVIOQOUS REFERENCE - Meaning to convey all I own on the

south side of the street.



NORTH HALF

BOOK 450 PAGE 194
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -~
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -

DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

SOUTH HALF
BOOK 277 PAGE 92

DATE -
CONSIDERATION -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) -

DESCRIPTION -

SOUTH HALF
BOOK 452 PAGE 269

DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

September 8, 1850
$400

Eliah Sheldon and William Pratt
Lewis D, Richards

2/3 of the north half of a dwelling
house and land

The same conveyed by Joseph Saul to

Mary Williams as recorded in book 199
page 71.

May 2, 1834
$150

Elizabeth Doggett now resident of
Boston, widow

Eunice P, Richardson, of Salem,
singlewoman

Parcel of real estate in Salem and
by River Street viz: the part of the

estate which I hold by inheritance
from my father Joshua Beckford

October 30, 1851

$400

Eunice P, Richardson of Lynnfield
Jeremiah Richardson

Certain estate on River St. (same)

The same conveyed to me by deed
recorded in book 277 page 92,
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NOTH HALF
BOOK 500 PAGE 204

DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -

DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

SOUTH HALF
BOOK 500 PAGE 205

DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -

DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

September 14 1854

$600

Lewis D. and Sarah Richards
John Morgan

North half of ﬁhe dwelling house
and land

The same estate 2/3 part of which
were conveyed to me. The remaining
1/3 I inherited from my mother,

September 15, 1854
$600

Jeremiah Richardson
John Morgah

Land with 1/2 of a two story dwelling
house. Being the south 1/2 of same
with a right to use, in common, the
front door, stairways and privileges
thereto, also equal privilege of
passing with carriages or otherwise
over land held in common to said
street, of using the well on the
premises, subject however to a right
in said way by the occupants of Mrs,.
Marston's house (#15 1/2)

Meaning to convey the estate which
was conveyed to m by deed recorded
in book 452 page 269.



BOOK 2096 PAGE 381
DATE - .
CONSIDERATION -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

August 31, 1910

None listed

William Morgan and Mary E. Kenney of
Salem; John Morgan of Lynn; Richard
Morgan of Boston; Margaret Richardson
of Melrose; Jennie J. Twohig of
Everett

David Frye
Land and building

Meaning to convey the premises
aquired by John Morgan by deeds of
Lewis D. Richards to John Morgan on
Sept. 14, 1854 and Jeremiah

Richardson to John Morgan on Sept,
15, 1854
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BOOK 2249 PAGE 409
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

February 9, 1914
None listed
David Frye

Ida Ruth Frye

Land and buildings

Being the same premises conveyed by

foreclosure deeds from Bernard

Maguire book 2096 page 381l; W.

H.

Morgan et al book 2096 page 382
and J. P, Morgan book 2906 page 383.
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BOOK 2366

DATE - June 7, 1917

CONSIDERATION - None listed

GRANTOR (seller) - ~ Ida R. Frye, wife of David
GRANTEE (buyer) - Charles S. Johnston

DESCRIPTION - Land and building

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - Meaning to convey one of the lots

conveyed by deed recorded in book
2249 page 409,
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Walsh
BOOK 2383 PAGE 578
DATE - January 16, 1918
CONSIDERATION - None listed
GRANTOR (seller) - Charles and Theresa Johnston
GRANTEE (buyer) - Joseph S. Bibeau
DESCRIPTION - Land and building
PREVIOUS REFERENCE - Meaning to convey the same premises

conveyed by deed of Ida R. Frye on
June 7, 1917,
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BOOK 2416 PAGE 567
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) -

DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE

BOOK 2487 PAGE 242
DATE -

CONSIDERATION -

GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE

BOOK 2581 PAGE 334
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE

/9

June 24, 1919

None listed

Charles S. and Theresa Johnston
Harry Stein

Land and building

Being the same premises conveyed by

said grantors to Joseph S. Bibeau
on Jan. 16, 1918.

July 13, 1921

None listed (subject to mortgage of
$1,800)

Harry Stein

Mary P. Burnham

Land and building

Being the same premises conveyed by

deed of Charles S, Johnston on June
24, 1919, .

December 12, 1923
None listed

Mary P. Burnham
Frank C., Garrano
Land and building

Being the same premises conveyed by
deed of Harry Stein on July 13, 1921,



BOOK 2602 PAGE 142
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE

BOOK 2854 PAGE 367
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE

BOOK 2904 PAGE 583
DATE -~
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE

June 18, 1924
None listed

Frank C, Garrano

Joe Polonsky and Freida Kaplan

Land and building

Being the same premises conveyed to
me by Mary P. Burnham,

August 5, 1930
$2,334.50

Salem Five Cents Savings Bank
holder of a mortgage from Joe
Polansky and Freida Kaplan

Joe Polansky

Land and building

Mortgage recorded in book 2602 page

143, '

December 10, 1931

None listed

Joe and Tillie Polansky

John Condonis

Land and building

Being the same premises conveyed by
the Salem Five Cents Savings Bank

on August 5, 1930,

I



BOOK 5185 PAGE 236
DATE -~
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 5223 PAGE 354
DATE -

GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

July 3, 1964

Less than $100

Elmer H. and Eleanor Warner

David Warner

Land and building

For title see deed of Joe Polansky to
John Condonis recorded in book 2904
page 583. Also probate #269742 and

guardianship of Constantina, Georgia
and Fotoula Kontonis #275336.

November 10, 1964

David H., Warner

Arthur W. and Joan E, Dacy

Land and building

Being the game premises conveyed to

Elmer H., Warner by deed recorded in
book 5185 page 236,

21
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