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JOHN/ DUNCKLEJf 

·HOUSE. 
~------ - •• ~'- 1- ... ·':1·. ._,,._,..·,-.:,•.t~.--

<" • " - •. : .,._ • • INT SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS: 

<Gl;l".,,.,.:.~·~ ... ;: .. :~ .. · ' •.·' .' ' ' :. . . ' 
'1~~~.,~:;_t '. ·<. ·; ~ the- Road' to the· New Mflls: 
i~~;~~hf~;~:_:: ....... ' .. ': ' . 
::?;Ib:::·r.~·, · · N'orth Street', ac~ord'ing to early. accounts, W8.s 11rohHhly· 
_,~l.;:;\~;·,. ··one of the first roads or· ways that estRblishP<l a routP. to 
-14:}~·!'(;:_~.-·:·' ;·:·· the sea, since IndianS' were known to have comP to thP.ir c::imps· 
"""~·~t•;;·, .. ;:;"'~" :-<on the .. wait~r., at· certain s.easons: and later·. r~t-reat-. i1:118nn_: - 1 
~<~~-J~ .. •,_. . probab..1..y dJ.rectly· re1ated· ito the accesS'ab1lJ_ty of wJ.ld grime. 
_·.,;f,.y7~- · . ·Wfth a reputed: background! of practica1i ty institution81i7.ed 

·~if l'.~ ::\.; ..... =~~l~:::f:~:::~~:::::~:~!'a ~:::::~~:a:~:::~::y h: :n e::~::: a 
""-71 • , , . :· •. ·:.· from mosit scholarly worksi.on the history of 8.qlem - probably 
· -f~-._,,:s<<.: · .:.'. ·- since' less waB' ever written about this more :rurnJ , 
.::~4~~f~¥<:-P1;:~~;~ •...•• ~~,nevertheles·.ff active,. section of the town in the firRtt p1are. 

{~~~:~·~\{;:., .. --I its~ great. claim to fame until now has a.lwa:)rs bP0n "the pl8.(~e· 
~,~.j/~·i· . · · · · , 1fh.e,.r.e .,_t~~· ;~q.n~o~s; ~~~~·f .ke~t· during 'Leslie's Retreat' 11

• 

··.··r.l!.i_;·~·;.~.:.~.·.:~_··_:.~_.·"_--·.·.r·.;_'i\'1 I pe~~~e~~~s !e T~~t r~~~~i~:r w!:t I~~~=~t n~~t~n~~ a~~ e ( ;~~e;erm 
~~ 0 _ :rather· than where they 1 English later preferred to bP~in. 

~r .. ~.~f.~~iF ~:;. o~ 0~~ ~~~~~ n~ ~~ e ~~t~~e "~;:t~h~i ~~~~a~ o;,0

';'.;;r 
0i,.~! ~~~~""es , 

. .. . . _ · -and1 ye bot~ ye North and south side of that rjvP.r, was calJ ed 

;r_~-~.--~.rfi_~.·_$·-.·u·,_._·.·~:~_",·.,:···,···'."_ .• ,: .... ,.'.,_··:;_~_-_·::.:_;·,~·-;··.·.'.'.·_-~'·::····_··. : - . - ~~u~~h~ ~~~ i nhg w ~ htl ~Bi ~7 s ~s~~t!;;Yt'o ;u~~~ ~si. ~nhe~ kJf ~~~:a a~1, ~J ~u~;: i e~ ~ ~~ n s 
~-;~ ".--:~ · . somew ere a on A.rr ree . ne<=J-r , c 00. RR ''!"". . a3 -rPmn8.nts 

··.·on-North Street where· the old Upham School stood. 
·~-/'•"' 

.. ::_:t: _ .• ·'· With drastic· reducti.o:ns in popuJ.ati on iluP t0 Pni.ilPTTii r,s anil 
..;~·:i('·'·: ·· , · general :i11neRs, the Indi8.ns were never a th'Y'r>nt to p8rl y 
·~-~·~(, •Xt"\~ .... n·.~.: 1 '-.11'"~L)·:..- · 

::{:::-.~_::.:· .. . . white Rett1·~rs nnd their former viJ :i a.r:e Rite~ WPY'P P.:-ir1y 
;~:C-~,":~"'-',"· ... .i._~di vided amoungst the commoners 4 The Symondes, BuffimS', Walters 
· .>~~;:··:·· · ... > amou:ng· others- lived· in North Fields in the Reventpe·nth CPntury 
··.f~ii~}""~.. · ·_·strictly as· yeoman-farmers with North ::i.nd Orne streets, together 

'":7'~~"i:~;~~:?.":;"~-~\:~}f~/'.'t{~~::r::.Y:·::'.:H~:2t: ~Y~rl:U:/J ! ._.beines the .?nly ro8ds or rci.ths. 
'~--"""'-' ~- ·',·?~ ·- ' ..: . ; ; ... _',-.J, • \~ ' /•' 

j 
, ' 

·:::~;:~x· :. 
1 ~" , 

.. ~~~.·-~'"'-·. -~-~~. ~~.,· .="-1 \._'·.· ~-. ' .• ·'-·' 
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Bhffum, School, Dearborn and few other strPRts wRited 
.~o,:-.. ;until at least .1800 before coming into exi8tR.nce, whi lr · 

additional sine streets were not syRtemR.tir:=illy l::i:in 01Jt 
for the pu.rpose of neighborhood r.Rs i.n en ti :=il il evRlonm1=q1f. 
until about the 1840s· when a burRt of cl assi r::iJ-revtv::il 
(j_n some l::ite:r cases 11 Victorianized Greek Revivr-i1") 
architecture sprouted;. up. · 

,,·.· .. '' 
With North Street as the main road the e::irlieRt tr:=iile 

. · .·or commercial development spread, by about 1ROO, from the 
. '"''~ ... ,,..waterfront of the North River (by th4 brin ge) further north 

on both sideR of "the cquntry road''~ It seems thAt the eerl.y 
dwellings and buildings were diversely spread ::icross the full 
spectrum of style and function anil were spAred with little 
consideration to aesthetics, together vri th f1mcti.<in::il oirt-
buildings~ of all sorts. Between the rive·r ,!:lrlil. Mo oily Srrucire, 

, ··· cobblers, ch:=ijse··and 'harness-m::tkerff, cabinet-makers, bl::ick-
. smiths, all began tradies.. · 

-:... ' - . . . '. . 
:;··" 

· Above· Moody Square, in 1800, the buildings were sti11 
· , : relatively sparse.· Between the sq1rn.re and B11hra~ Wood's · 

.house ( earlie~c Edmund Johnson's cabinet workshop - r!R .. 1800) 
:on'th~ east side of the road once stoo~ Cant~in Flias GrAnt's 
hous& (remove& before 1850) .. On the we~t ~ide of the ro~d 

. to Danvers·, beginning: at the square, was a nine ::icre tract 
·'·''of land' with a tiny. house located in its northern-most· 

corner (later removed: to make way for Symonds street -
':about: 1802).. .. 

"JI• ·:·.· .. : 

• . !- ": ··-

The' latter large· parcel was owneff by Benjamin DR.l::md of 
·s·alem, a y8oman, who sold his "certain trrict of J Hnd" to 
Isaac Osgood', 6a trader or investor, on May 9, 1801; for 
1800 dollars. Bbunds: , 

. ·- .,; 

. Easterly by the.road leading to Topsfield 
Northerly by Elizabeth Symonds 
Westerly hy Joseph Symonds, and 1::n1il f'nrrni:>rl y of 

, , Samuel Symonds, now reputed· to· be .John 
Skerry's 

Southerly by Dark Lane (now School. Street) 

: ...... :,,,:.!' ;;. 

"as the fences now stand t.o~et.her with the 
appurtenances and privileges" 

.. ~·j..~~' 1 .. : .. :~ ·.~ .. , 

K definite trend took place about the turn into the 
:nineteenth century· in regard to development. Thought was 

... ,/ 
. ' 

.. , . 

- 2 

,_-~ \ -.,1·~:.:' ~.:.:. ><···.-~-J·:·.;;~ .:.~·>'~:· 

I, 
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being given to a new Beverly - Salem bridge; ~he benefits 
"'.'*''bf .. · which· undouljtedly· entered into· the opportuni.stic minds 

of many a ~alemite as well as· many North Salem "pigeons". 
It has bee~ speculated.that Dearborn Street's great breadth 
(finally laid out in 1810) attested to the serious considera-
tion given Or1te's Point :for the purpose of the proposed · 
Essex Bridge. Meanwhile new dwelling houses began apnearing 
with" increasing regularity.· · · · · 

. Isaac Osgood therefore became amoung the first to S8t 
···~··~-~his ··sights northward· - aJ though his net profit, after all 

was· bought and sold, came to only 323 dollars on his initial 
1800 dollars· invested;· re la ti vely conservative. Ten lots 
were surveyed and sold bordering on North Street, while the 
remaining six acres to the west (including what later became 

_,_Buf:fum Stree~ north of School Street) was sold as a unit to 
.·Nathan Wood. The latter developed Buffum Street into house 

.. >lots. to their present situation. All of the transactions 
- ·.'._,::: took place in 1801 and consisted 0£ the· lots ·on. the·· 

·>·to1·1~~i:p.g· ·p.age.'. <':.-.' ... · •. ·- .,. ~. -· ,. 
,'" : f - j -. < ... ' 

. · Lots· numbered two,· three and five through ten flold. for 
. --~~ .:'.·· 110 ·dollars· each, while ·number· one (a doubge Jot· conflist1.n.i:i;· 

;· .·· .· of' half an Here) brought only· 143 dollars. ?'r;r0-r+, Street 
,_,, ........ 

0
• • ·• • presumab~y- was: laid1 out subseriuently in the :::irP.a of lots 

7 ·and'. 8', while it could be assumed, as mentt oned e:1rlier, 
that- Nathan Wood's interest in acriui.r.ing lot number. ten was 

, .. to lay out- Symonds Street as access to his other lnts ::irv:J 
.,,. ..... s-~""'"''·'".,,. ... ,, "-::~·'.;:.o·:.:;;·projected1 new street - al thoueh this is not _yAt a. foregone 

\· ··· "':,c.onclusion. ' · 
.. . .... ·~t:.' .. ; . 

' ~ .: 
·.. . ; '' : ~ . 

~ '· i 
.1 !, . .,. 

... : ... ...,...~~ ... ' . 

3· - . 

'._ .. , .. ' 

. . ,., . --... . . . . 
",t-·><~'.· !t'.f:...(.,,;,.-) /2~. ~, \·~· ~;·,~~·?~..t~.\-~;-· . .t.~._i. ;·-;';''::·,'· .... ' .. -1 '-.,". - \'., .. ~ ~ ... ::·"'.,,. "• . ' 
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,,,..~ .. +·~--Johrn Dunck1ey' -: Blacksm:iJth 

Lot numbered four on Isaac Os~god 1 s plan W8s convPyeil 
on May 23, 1801, for 100 dollars to Folger Pore of SAlem, 
a sa.diJ.er and_ chais1C5maker, as "acert.ai n 1 ot 0-f 1 ::inif" not::ihJ.y 
void of buildings. For a profit of 15 c1 ol l2rs "Pone :re-
conveyea.: his land about- a yea.r late:r (Aue;mrH 12, 1802) to 
John Duncldey, a S::ilem Blacksmith, "a cert::ii n 1 ot of 1 n:no . 

-' · nu~bered f?ur i~ a division of lots formerly of Isr:i1'1 Oseooil11 

-.~-_,which_ consisted. of 40" poles and bounded as follows: · 
,;:, ,, 

: . 

.;.t?J 11e &Vall 
' , :. . ·.~ 

< ,_ ~ :: • 

roal 
leatl·/)r 

-ta -t/Je 
11e trJ ill /I /s 

• l~ ,. • .. 
~ -:~ . ; 

. :/ -"--·--- -· /ref • --··-·· 
,.~ 

. - ;J(Js ep); rei/-

John Dunckley 1 s succeRs ::it his tr;::iil e i..-r0ula RP em ::inn;:irent 
fnsofar· as hi.~ purchase of the l::m~ and snho,e~uent erect.:i 9~ 
of a substantial house wa~ accomnl1shed "+ the 8~P of 32. 
I1i ttle is known of his b8.ckr:round ::ind c::.irer->r or eyen wh~re 

. . he was born in 1770. The first recoril ot ~is exist2nce 
.• ,:~~-.,-_-· · _' . :."., < apJ:'ears ir the form of Dr~ Wm~ "Bentley, of thP. -P,2 Rt Gh11rch 
,...;a;.~s."~:t.,,...., ... '::-·':~.;1..i:--(forme:rly on lnwer 'Essex Street), noting him Rmni.mr; his 13 ·. ~"· · '·. ·· !'singers" on at lea.st three occasions in 1789 ;:-inn 1790. 

. ~ ·. 
·, 

~ £ ·.: : •' -:. 

5 . 
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. ' By the rrdd-1790s DuncklPy' s carPP.r steail n y R+,renc-thenPn 
'·:and he was known to· 9~ve done b1acksmi thing fol' Ji:lj as Hasl<:et 

Derby on his vessels· - prestooablyJn por~. With hJ.s talents 
more advanced thRn exclusively shoeing horses· the . 

. . ' ~ 

CommonweRl th hire<l him to work on gun "::rr'l"'i '-lf'_;f'B j n 1814 il.11rt11e; 
the war. The f oJ lowing excerpt lists 11 n1rnckl ~e" t:or:Pt.hP.r 
with: A. Wndc:i.lirs a neighbor and wheelw1:ight, amo11ng the 
expenditures·: 

-af";f'f.i;;l',• 
·c . :itY '· THE ESSEX GU.ARDS 251 

'. '.: . ~~,:· ·. ~~:u, CONDITIONS IN 1814-1815 . 

. :''~ \~.f June 9, 1814. Aftta· dinner we were alarmed about 
>:t.J~ihe enemy, as two s~ip~ we~·e off, a 7 4 & Frigate .. A 
Ari:-Tender had passed withm Misery Island & boats without 

·";f,;.,r.;~& pursued a schooner which put into Beverly shore & 
· ·;•:.·there was burnt two miles below the town. The Inhab

.· ~\~ itants appeared & the cannon were brought upon the 
· · . rtlfi;'.';Neck, but the enemy retired immediately. 

~\~ 1:'. June 10. The late event has roused the Government 
·tli~; in Boston.6 The Governour has ordered two brass field 
~\t~:~ .... • ·.Boston, June 15th, 1814 . 

. -~}<~;1Sir 
.. i;;:-... 
\$;:;; , By a Resolve of the Gen! Court, I am directed· to cause to be re-
.,.,.::· moved t.be Gun House, Cannon, Carriages, &c., tbe property of this 

. · .. ~~·i Commonwealth, now in the Town of Salem, on Winter Island, so 
; ._:::,- t'alled, to a more safe and convenient place in said Town. 

'\i/•" You will please to contract with some suitable person or persons, 
>''_.to remove the said house to a spot that Maj. Genl IIo,·ey shall di
·.~;.;:, rect. 1 think it would be convenient to place it near your present 
'f "'·.Gun house. 
-.:i'.: You will have the Carriages & Waggons put in order without loss 
:::,:7 : of time, & inform me what implements, Harness, &c., remain, be
·,-~,· longing to them, that are fit for service; what is wantin"' shall be 

. >>.supplied as soon as the house is in readiness to receive th:m. 
·:;:_; Y~n will be prudent in your expenditures, & your· Bills, if accom
"\:r.·.pamed by proper vouchers, shall be paid at sight, by 
~>. ·,:: · Sir, 
· ·~· · Yr Obt. Servt 
'{, _.:~.: Amasa Davis, Quartr Masr Genl 
t·~. 'Jno Russell, Esq 

··"'{~~c· .. Lt. Colo Commt Artillery, 1st B, 2d Div. 
1'··_,,,,,,, .... _. 

~;~f:' ·' The Commonwealth of l\lassachusetts Dr. to John Russell • 
.. :;;_~,To ~undry expenditures, in the removal of the Commonwealth's 
.~:~-, . Gun-House from Winter-Island to Washington-Square in Salem, 

· "·.'!.~·}::. and in the fitting for service a pair of Iron 12 pounders, agree
.''~:, · · · ably to the orders of Amas a Davis, Esq., Quarter-Master Gen
;:.;~,~·.: eral of the Jl[ilitia of said Commonwealth, 

. -i 
I 

! 
! 
I 
l 
' 

. )~:'.~ ~:;~,s.,, .•. , .. ·'- , . ~ 
·~ .. ~i:r:,..~ · -~ · ....•... viz ... ..... . 
·'.::.r.;,.o Cash paid Honeycomb & Osborne, for the removal of the 
:;3~..-i~, :,: Gun-House, and putting the same in comp!ete repairs, I 

,11. ,.·_. 

'. ·,' ' .... ~ •' .. _. 
·-~ ·~ .y.;~' '" 

·':' ';t';:' as per Bill .................... .';.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 ••. 
'.'.i'l,'~ Cash paid John Todd, for the removal oI the Guns, & 
:.':~:;; .. ':· sundries, as per bill.... .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. 10 •.• ' 1t .. f.t~;cas~ paid A. Wendell, for repairing Wheels, &c., a.> per 
,;,_• ,;.:" . bill .. , .............. , ....... , .......... , .. ' .... , . . . . 39 .. . 

·":.!'~·r ~.Cash paid J. Duncklee, for blacksmith's work on Gun 
:::".,'.~ Carriages, as per bill..... . .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . . . .. . . . . 23.31 
'.Y~·~··cash paid W. Luscomb, for painting Carriages and 

''.y~::t::. ·Wagon as per b1'll 12.oa -·-~-.· , ·································· 
• ~-1/:.P.:A ,, . ·-----

. ; ~: :· 
' . ; 

! ~I f:"'; {[; ·~" f" 
... 

6 

i 
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~.:. '- ... · ,-~ ·· .... .Abj_e;a tl -Porter and John D11ncJ\J_ey 111e:rP m~-rri Ail ,J111.y 1 ~, 
~A~r~~r1'.···•r!·i"''"''''" ... 179~;"tn S8JP.m ';::n1cl1 subseci_nently had :=it lP.::iRt two rYii.lrJ-r"'n: 

. ·.... · ElizabRth A.rid T,ouisa - ::i.1 though no record of'. them h:::lvtnp; 

~~~(, .' ' ::~ ;;;:~;;~O\:;~;:;.::;:~;~~ ~: ;:~ r:c~~~\~;.~;i? C~;:~~~ iTI 
'•, · ·, . since h01rnes 8re not· speci fical 1y iilentifiA'i - nor ~1'.'e 

· -~ .~. <:· · · shop locations-. FoJ~ger Pope's a.hsence in 1 R02 wn11lr1 fi.t 
."· .. :··-.>~ -;>but whether or when Duncklee ha.a. Ft bla.cksmi th 1 ft A hon \Vi th 

-~~!7~t' '" ~i=a~~u~~o~In~n a~a~~~ ~~:s"~x~iu=~~=~;~ 1 7oc~t; on, 1 A not 

i~Jf·'. ... >~• •'- .· ··.··.· "18~0 ;:;~' .~. !~~~e~u~~~:a _ P~tH~~~~P. / sto~h:p13o600 . 
~'"" .. 

1801 - war~·2 John Dunclea - Pt House & ~ Shop - 700 
wardi4 Folger Pope - Pt House &shop - 1300 

., 1802' 
'/~~·,)[' .-~-, - ;•-,,. '-:.·;· 

wara.1 ~·2,":·John· Dunc lea ·- Pt House· & ~ Shop - 1000 
Ward!. 41 .Folger Pope - Pt· house & Shop C~one) - 1200 · 

-;~~.' 
·.i':: , .. · .. : 

'.1,~~;·;:,: 
~~(.~ 

~~:i~'L, ::"·\· 
.·; .. 

· t:I:~.\/ .... 
~:.~·\~t:~~~;~<\' 

! 
,<c' 

-.:·::;,~:_}·_: :~_ '-. 

~ ::.~-.~~ .~r r.- ~-' 
' - ~·-

- '--~ .• , -

.. · 1803. - w;::ird' 2· John Dunclea - pi!· House & shon 1000 
· .. ·.· : · . Folger .. Pope~. unlisted . 

• ''" ,l.. i' • ~ · • .1 · ,.. · . ·• -' • .. · ' ->4, · : '..:_ r·.. · ·."- • '· • "· • " · • 

· ·'~·'' ;18041 - John Dunclea ditto 1803 
. ·. 1805, - ditto 1803 

.. _ .. · ,. 180{;. a i tto 1803 
1807 ditto 1803 
1808 - ditto 1803 
1809 ditto 1803 
1810.- ditto 1803 
,1811 ward' 2 - John Dunc·lea - part House & Shop (See No 4) 

800 •. 

: ' ,} 1812 - ward ~ J~hn Duncley - House & Shop - 800. 

1813'; 
1814 

1815 

John Duncley ditto.1812 
ditto 1812 

wa.rd1 4 John Duncley - hoirne ~ BJ.k Shop - 900 
. ; ~ . ' -·- . 

,, : _'<l,816 "...:. ·war~'·4· Jo~.n}:?ul1cley 
. ';;. .~' ·--: , -~ ' '~ .: ., ~ . . . - ,,.· - .. -

House & Shop - 900 

• : ·:· ;' ' 'J 4• 
. ., ..... ' <- '·"· 

- 7 -
-;·~~-;!,~~4-.'~_:::..: .. ~-' ~-·,!,·; ; ...... ·! • • :~~',.; .~ c ·' 

'• ',;" .' ; • ·i" ,.:../ •1 ''}' 



·, 

_:/~~~;,{,~: '.:·:_ 

·"' ,.~1817 .- di t.to· 1816 .. , 
1818 ditto 1816 

1819 ward. 4 John Dunkley - House & Shop - 700 
1820 - ditto 1819 

1821 ward 4· John Dunkley - pt house :=ind sh on 

1822 ward 4 John Dunkley - pt hom~e ona Sh()p 

400 

- 300 
:~'=:"' :.4~r,..,. ;,. '• 1< • •• -, -~ ""' ~,,. 

1823 - ward 4 John Dunkley - pt house ::rnd shop - 200 

'1824 - WR rd: 4 John Dunkley - pt houRe R:nd sh on (fl PRO) ?00 

1825 ward 4 John Dunkley dead" 
( "·"··" -r: , ... ~ .. ,.. 

·. ·· .·· ..•... John Dunckley's· greatest :prohJ em (probr-ih\y Reconti only 
. ,t'o sorting out the different spellings of hi.s nAme) was his 

.. , ·(. . · 1 
:t" "'· .. ' ... . . 

,·;;,,,,~,~,,~: -.~: 
:.::·~: -.t~ ;;t ~~: ·-.· '-,:, ... _. 

,j 
,i 

i' '- ·--

. heal th - · spe;ifically epilepsy - an aff~.t.ct.i on of wh~ch he i 8 eventually died at the age of 55 on April 29, 182S, in SqJem • 
•. The following inventory copy not only rAaffirms the ex:i.flt.Pnce 

·: of a working bnil<l:i.ng on Dunckley' s pro:rerty hnt- P. cornpl e·te 
listt of the contents of his dweJling house as weJl. 

iliWW !UCJ!i&!WWWRM2@!116i 

To the Uonorablc CbaM;.Lc.' 
1, of Probntc for the County of E~ser. 
J 

-
Esquire, Judge 

i . 
i) · Pursunnt to I\ \varrant from yom· hon?r, we, the subscrihers, the committee therein. 
I 
·; named, having been first sworn, hare made the following 

: Inventor~ am\ appruisement. of the estate of Jd1n.. GJ.lu..1w/Clt.L 

late of . ,,Jjl)..Ll. ~ ... in said county, i~al..vtG»1=4--1rLJ J'dcceased,t~ate, 
as shc\vn to us by the administratm .. 

. : .. 

8 

182!5' 

1. 
' 



\ < 

· .. '•Jt__ _________________________ ------

9' -



·' ... ' ,,~· •. T:tie foregoinr; was part· of the pro hate rPr.o-rd ( # FF;73) of 
~~1!;.-,,M, ... ;-(-····; .. ·r.~ ...... ,. . .,.. h · . ...._ k, · s· , · ·b1 · k · th·11 · ..,, a +h t · +. 
~~~:~<:.· '. , . uO n 1J1Jl'lC .1.Ae, •B...1..em, 80 SID1,. -11 .. P Pn .J.re .~r WA~ n::it.ed 
,:tf:Y;- the fifth 0f .July, 1825. Abig<:iil Duncklee w::iR liRtf'lii BS the 
~\~~\; '; widow·. 
: _;~~;;.)!·(. 

-~;;_~~~;.~;;, ~. '., .. 
Abie.~d1, f1S widow of the a ecensed ~ rr->m:i i 110d i 11 +.he hn11Re 

until hel" d~ath nt age 73 on .Jun20 7, 1842, whP1'.'e11non she 
was· taken il1 with "consumptionn -:- an affliction of Ruch 

.· di verse and conflicting d.ef:i ni ti on it's never he~n known 
. . . . . . . exactly what the probJ ems were. After hPr 11nsb~nd 's a ea th, 

·~~ft'·~·~,,. .•. , '" .. .,. Anigai1 · rentPo to boarders. An 1831 mnn11scri nt. .s~1 em Di rectorv 
°'-~'ft'", , _ (kept for. refe:rence by SaJ.em asseAsorR) lists ,Tohn 11ryRnt, jr. ·: 
0"~~::::1 ·. (a cordwa1 ner wh?se shop was 

1 
further ~9wn North s;;r~Pt) RR 

11 ~~:.~~;:( · .· . ci.n occt1pan~ of WJ.dow J?unk1.ey ~ house. The ne2~ r1. rrect0r.y , 
":~;;,;,,-;.'. · of 1837, listed Joseph Joye, Jr., as a tern:i.nt. 

~1i~if;;it:~.,~:,, ~· (.- >~~~- ··.,,; --·t ' . ;' : . ' 

j~f~ . 
'.l't 
.~-."-·, 

~~-~\-
~ ~~:::~ .. ~: 
~,- _·-: "·· 

-~;:~~~~·~ 

:i\~i' ~ 
;;~~~~-~~ .. '._ - -

~~-~~~~--~---i 
. . ·~ 

':;:;i:-

The two Duncklee"' daughters, Eli7.aheth ::i.nd T1oi.li.s::i, tonk 
:. over both occu.p::tncy and ownersh:i.p of the f::im:i.1y house after 
<,their mother's death. · "The Misses Dunkley" we-re mi 1.1 :i.ners 

" .. and 'kept a shop at 21 St. ·Peter Street ~~ti1 ahoi.1t 1850 when 
: 1: the business movea: to 295 Essex Street.. "RoArders, me;:inwh:i le, 

were maintained a3 4th~ following excerpt from ~n 1845 ~ssessors' 
.notebook attests.- · 

"No .113 - ·Elizbeth and ~Jouisa Dunkley - owners 

Occupants: _Wm Moneys (mov' a_) 
··~Allen Peabody (mov'd) 

Daniel Peahody (11'1ov'd) 
·.Nathaniel Goodhue 

The taxes on the house in 1845 were as follows: 2 ~ 

"ward 4 11 

"E. &. L. Dunkley - house ( 115 North) - ( Y.8.l ue) 1000 11 

By··August· 27, 1847, Louisa A. Dunk1ey oecided to se11 he26 half of the house and pronerty to Elizabeth for 500 dollars. 
Both ladies were yet single and the,motivation behind the sale 
is.unclear-. 

.I~. -· ; • 4 - ••• • • --- : ;_ • • 

~~ ·~:- ·:' . '·: ·<-~;< d~a~~~b;r1~e~~;e M~~~t~~!1~~i~~5 ~~27~~;~ ;I~:r~yM:·~o~~ 
~~e,}~·:/'~.,-. '"'.·)~'house's ci tuation. at that· time and is followed. by an 

Salem 
the 
1869 

-~.( '· · · copy. 

,. 
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.·, .; 1.: 28 ·Elizabeth Dunckley died a singlewoman on July 7, 1874, 
~ .. : . . .,.,: :.and title to her father's house passed to a widow, 1v1a:ry A • 

. ·Hardy of Boston. Mrs. Hardy in turn conveyed the following 
. described 1::i.nd "with the buildings thereon2

9 
to Catherine 

·Dolan for 2500 dollars on August 17, 1882: 

.. ,., 

,,;_ ·>'' 
... . . _,, .. 

·Bounded: 

·Bounded': 

Easterly by North Street, 59 2/3 feet 
Southerly by Morse, 144 5/12 feet 
Westerly by Mooney, 60 9/12 feet 
Northerly by Handy, 137 2/3 feet 

\.\{~·\::~~;;' ." · ... '~· . 

~fi~·c .... ·.·. ....._: ... 

ObservationS' and Conclusions 
. ] , ~ ' ·- ' 

;-;~~~·~.;~ .. P:resently somewhat- hidilen and set in contrast to i.ts lat'er, 
less-inspirinr,· neighbors-, the Dunckley housA sti11 remains as 
stately· as originally intended - its federal flignity and r.T'i.ile 
undaunted:. :~1t 

~:.:!.' After cJo·se scrutiny of the inte-rior it r.,...,11 i 11tereRt i. rip;l y 

:'~:n~··\:· ~;P~~.~c!~~:~h!~8~o!~e o~w~;.~~~~ ~~~v~r~.~~n:~~;~n~ e~~~:=~ =~ 7.e. 
L").· Having been built to consist of six rooms, the h11i.li'li11c;'s 
;~~ii.·,:.: .. ~ .. ~ .. ·. proportions and posi tionine Rchiev<:>d the t:iT"nar.ent ::d.r of 
~--'·---""~· ... ···pretension but·in·a·desl.rable manner of extreme subtlety • . '-·. 

~ ',• -, .- ' 

:~y'';~~· .. ·-· 
. '.· 

' ' ' ~· . ' 

: ' ' ~ . : 
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"'·-Y.~s~7N'' ... , .. •··-<·r ''A.ii'firs't el.anc~ ··the l1:C:P:..:roof · ,qnd. front fac~d e would 8] mos+. 
,:,.:u;.·· appear· G8orgian rA.ther the.n federal; the simple Jines hAing 

,,'-'-~~¥:'. utilized effe'cti vely. 

/i,~'L , , 'inte;~~tf~~n;n~0~~~~:d:!i~n!~,;. i~a~=~e;~~:; ~:! ~~P~:~!;~~~;1'ly 
typical.: to Port'smouirh', N'. H'. rather th:=m to Sn] f'm - thns· 
making the dwelling as a whole very contrasting to this Areq•s· 

.:.,.m();r..~. ,,typioal +.rends.'. in arphi tecture .. 

<:·.,. . ·ProportionR· of the interior, for the moRt J"'R.f't·, fo]~J.ow 
the general scheme, ~.Afith spacious roomA, hicrh ~eilinrr,s, ::irvl 
large firepJaceS'. The ki tcht?n, which ori .. r;i n::i.11.y cont::ij nA(l a 
firepl.ace 8hd brick oven, was locPted on the ft~st floor 

. . .. immediately to the right of the front h::ilJ - T'erh;:i~s ollt of 
., c' · ·· financial nAcessi ty in lieu' of a more "f~.shi onP.hl A" -:ind 011t 

~-- >\~'J:;.· . , of. the ·way kitchen,- ell - as was· indeed added 1:3.ter. 

'M~1f ~'::·::''~' , , , ·~:~~~Hi~:? ~~h~i~~~it~~e1' S~~n: e ag ~::~~~~ ~ l~n~r ~~~ ~~{" ~~o 
-.•:-l t.r·~ .. 
,::~~ ·' "•· ..... , ... • ... 

Jhi:.~F:'./;;;::.~·:,?;, ._:: .. . s·i ; ... 
; -i ..... 

', J 

''.· ·~ .' . ·::'.::r-/:. '. ' . 
. -'.: 

.. 
·_·41+;.:·r:\~ ::, .. , . 

J.:~;~;,·:~._L,.~}- ·i·.r .. , .......... ,· ,:.:~ """, .. . . •'·,-'' ' .. · 

... ... 
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,• •. ~ •• c•,;. ' 

) . . :,-.. { ~,;-, .. 
-14 . : .~. . 

'11" .•: 

, * ;. . , •.:r 



SOURCENOTES' 

Evening· Observer, 

', s;. !h£ Johnson-W'oods' House in Salem, Mci.ss 4' by D. GnvPnda 1974 

9~· Esser Deeds • .- ~t:~x; ;?~:·~-~ · -'-: · .. ,~.-: · 
. '·:~·,·,.~~' . 

-:fi'-·Y __ , · · · 10 E D d B k 170 L f- 269 

~mr},,)\\ ,3 ~-:~::!x, ,ee s : , OQ .: , ea 

~'-" :,;. " 12. Salem Vital Records-,· Essex Institute 

~~~·~~~;;e •'S13'• . Diary, of William Bentle:c, Essex Institute 

: .. " 14!. :. Essex Institute· Collections; Essex Instit.ute 
. : ~ " ... 

~I~'','',, i':::'; ::~:m Vita,l Records, Essex Institute 

J:7. s·alem City. Reco~ds-, .. sa~em, Mass. 

18. Salem Vital Records, Essex Insitute 

19 • . -Essex- Probate Records: # 8373 

;~~,{ :~:. ::::: :~:::u:::_0:::~i::::x S::::: t:::s. 

~~1kc-~5JJi.(-.~~~·1 . .'.~~-T ~~~' 22, •. ~.',:Ibid! .. ·~· ;' .; .' .. :;: j~~~i·~~;.~:~>4:::~~'·;"_:,_~ . -· .. ,- 'j,·'. · .. 

. ·• '' 

.. -:~Q}Sf~:··-: ·' ... ,::.2;r .... 'Salem Ci t;r Directories; Essex Institute 
L • 

241~~-,".Salem City Recqrds, · S:alern Mass. 

;~~~{.'_~-; ' ' ' . ' . ·, 

. . : .... ~:: :· - ., . . 

,;~~~~;~~:~~;-~-~- .. ,/ .. ,:· :.'·'; ~~y<'~:c~: ··~' -,; ' .. 

' • •r '.' 17 



'1-,: '•·- -

······25~"·"'···Ibid·· . ( . ' .. ·,· _,.,} ·;~' -.- , 

· '2'··., Essex Deeds·: Book 386, Leaf 151 

27. E~sex Tnsti tute~,~rchives·, Salem, MeRR. 

· ·;.2a. Essex Probate Records· #-38112 

.. --~--

29. Essex Deeds; 
als·o: 

30. Essex Deeds·; 

·., 

".,. 
:.; .. . :: -: t ; .. •. · ..... , .. , .. ~ 

1'.' I : ' .'- '; 1,.; ';, ~ ~ 

- • ·r .. ,. •:.' 

•.: ,.·. 

- . ". 1.,.'\• "' ... ~·,; -.._:-. • . ; , ''.. ~· • ... ~,i .. ; 

-.~ ' 

Book 1089, Leaf· 46 
B'ook· 1061, Leaf 241 

Book 1748, Leaf 99 

.. , ' 

. ·~ ..... :- ;·.; .,/_ ., ... 
- 18 


