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72 ESSEX STREET

DATE -

CONSIDERATION

BOOK 114 PAGE 101

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer)

DESCRIPTION

—

April 1760

44 pounds, 16 shillings
Richard Prince, housewright

Jonathan Archer, perukemaker

Lot of land -‘saving the shop now
standing and the liberty to remove by

April 23,.17607%
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Jonathan Archer aied on August 28, 1797 (will and ihventory -
appendix A & B). Over the next few years, the heirs of

Jonathan Archer conveyed their shares in the estate to James -
Archer and his sister, Sarah Millet (book 179 page 199, book

211 page 54 book 225 page 40 and book 248 page 122).

BOOK 236 PAGE 189 (appendix C)

DATE -~ Oct. 1823
CdNSIDERATION - $400 i
GRANTOR (seller) - Sarah Millét
. GRANTEE (buyer) - James Archer, mariner
DESCRIPTION - "Part of the estate left me by my

-honered father Jonathan Archer"

James then conveyed a portion of the estate back to Sarah, for
the sum of $250:

Essex ST




Sarah Millet died on March 30, 1831 at the age of 63. Het
probate (appendix D) lists a dwelling house and land valued at

$800.

BOOK 301 PAGE 98 E

DATE - June 6, 1837
CONSIDERATION - $150
GRANTOR (seller) - Andrew Millet ofiﬁoston,>gentleman
GRANTEE (buyer) - William Millet of Salem, cooper
DESCRIPTION -~ same dimensions but reversed
PREVIQUS REFERENCE - being theAhomestggd of my late mother
DATE - Dec. 23, 1837
CONSIDERATION - $320

' GRANTOR (seller) - Alexander and Ruth Hill and:Sarah

Nichols

GRANTEE (buyer) - Willim Millet of Do?er, N.H,
DESCRIPTION - 2/5 part land and builing Eséex St.
PREVIOUS REFERENCE - as deed book 301 page 98

BOOK 303 PAGE 201

DATE - Dec. 23, 1837 _ _ -
CONSIDERATION - $400 ’
GRANTOR (seller) - William Millet

GRANTEE (buyer) - Sarah Nichols

DESCRIPTION - 1/2 land and building

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - same



BOOK 301 PAGE 161
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -

DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 337 PAGE 162
DATE -

GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

April 6, 1840

$400 |

William Millet of Dover, N.,H.

Sarah Nichols

1/2 the land and building where Mrs.
Palfray now lives and the said Sarah
Nichols owns and is living in the

other part

As in deed given me of 1/5 part by my

brother Andrew Millet June 6, 1837

Oct. 22, 1842

‘Sarah Nichols

William H. Nichols
Same

None



BOOK 337 PAGE 169

DATE -~ - Oct. 22, 1842

CONSIDERATION $160

GRANTOR (seller) - William Henry Nichols, cooper N
GRANTEE (buyer) - Sarah Nichols, widow =

DESCRIPTION - For term of life - three rooms in a ‘

house situated in Eésex St. #72.
Said rooms being;the pantry chamber -
the kitchen chamgér and the bedroom
chamber with privilege of occupation
garret, 172 cellar and yard and also
the privilege of using the front and
back stairs,

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - The above being part of the estate

conveyed this day by said Sarah,

BOOK 444. PAGE 245

DATE - , April 17, 1851 .

-CONSIDERATION - $1,250 ‘
GRANTOR (seller) - ~ William H. Nichols

GRANTEE (Buyer) - George Nichols

DESCRIPTION - Land énd dwelling house., Except use

and occupation of a certain portion
of the premises by Sarah Nichols,
widow, for life as were conveyed by

me on Oct. 22, 1842 book 337 page 169/




Esser T

PROBATE #48190 George 0. Nichols
Inventory: 3 story dwelling house

74 Essex and dwelling house 72 Essex.

BOOK 453 PAGE 217

DATE - Nov. 25, 1851

CONSIDERATION - $1,500
GRANTOR (seller) - William H. and Elizabeth™Nichols,

John Nichols, Charles and Lucy>Hill,

Joseph A, and Sarah Danforth, and Asa

Whitney,
GRANTEE (Buyer) - John H, Young, mariner
DESCRIPTION - all right in real estate,

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - None




PROBATE #58002

BOOK 755 PAGE 192
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) =~
GRANTEE (Buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE

BOOK 832 PAGE 119
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
.GRANTEE (Buyer) -

DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE

John H. Young
$50 each to son John and daughter
Priscilla. The rest to wife

Mehitable and her heirs. 5

"

Sept. 14, 1868 -

$500

Cﬁarles H, Youngzpf Beverly
George F.VGetchefi, cooper
1/2 the estate - same bounds.

None

July 29, 1871

$800

Henry F. and Louisa Young
George F. Getchell

1/2 of dwelling house and land

North - Archer

East ~ Archer

South - Essex St. i
West ~ George A, Nichols

Same conveyed to me by deed of

Charles H. Young Sept. 14, 1868

book 755 page 192,



PROBATE #97688 - George F. Getchell
Died Oct. 20, 1905,
$50 to grandchild Dora Hayes

All the rest to wife Emma, =

PROBATE #153359 Emma D. Getchell
All real estate to brother Daniel B.

Real, Inventory:
house and land 72 Essex
value $1,600
furniture $100

‘ ,}M

BOOK 2739 PAGE 89

DATE - Sept. 17, 1927

GRANTOR (seller) - Daniel B. Real

GRANTEE (Buyér) - Grace E. Richardson

DESCRIPTION - Land and building =
F'PREVIOUS REFERENCE - Same premises conveyed to George F.

Getchell by deed of Henry F. Young on
July 29, 1871 book 832 page 119,

See also Probates #97688 & #153359
and book 755 page 192.




BOOK 5924 PAGE 564
DATE -~

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (Buyer) -

DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE

BOOK 6175 PAGE 639
DATE -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (Buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE

Nov. 13, 1972

Mary L. Andrews administratgf of the
estate of Grace E. Richardédﬁ;

Donald Koleman and Laurence C, Post
Same - with a passage reserved on the
west side of the éremises for the use
of the adjoining estate.

Same premises congeyed to Grace E,

Richardson deceased on June 3, 1972

by deed book 2739 page 89.

i

Aug. 26, 1975 -

Laurence C, Post Jr. and Donald
Koleman

Nancy L. Witham

Same

Same conveyed to us by deed of Mary
Andrews administrator of the estate

of Grace E. Richardson on Nov. 13,

1972 book 5924 page 564.




BOOK 6268 PAGE 556
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -~
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 6345 PA]GE 385
DATE -
CONSIDERATION -
GRANTOR (seller) -
GRANTEE (buyer) -
DESCRIPTION -

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

Aug, 12, 1976

For consideration paid of a mortgage.
Nancy L. Witham, trustee

Robert Bramble, trustee

Land and building - same

Same premises conveyed to me by deed
of Laurence C. Post Jr. and Donald
Koleman, trustees of 014 Ssalem Realty
Trust on Aug. 26, 1975 book 6175 page
639,

May 4, 1977 '
$32,500

Robert Bramble, trustee

Mary E. Hyland

Same

Same premises conveyed by deed of

Nancy L. Witham, trustee, on Aug, 12,

1976 book 6268 page 556,



BOOK 6918 PAGE 452

DATE - " March 23, 1982

CONSIDERATION -~ $66,000

GRANTOR (seller) - Mary E. Hyland .

GRANTEE (buyer) - Derek J. Cavanaugh and Eliéibs.
Daltqn.

' DESCRIPTION - Same

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - Title reference §ee book 6345 page

385 -

BOOK 7313 PAGE 370

DATE - Jan. 12, 1984 -

CONSIDERATION - $84,000

GRANTOR (seller) - Derek J, Cavanaugh and Ellefis.
Dalton,

GRANTEE (buyer) - Joan Lillie )

DESCRIPTION - Same

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - Same conveyed by deed of Mary Hyland

on March 23, 1982 book 6918 page 452.

Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of
Deeds. Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both
offices are located in the same building on Federal st. All

maps in this report are not meant to be exact, just for illus-
tration purposes,




NOTES:
72 ESSEX STREET PERIOD: FEDERAL.,

"Tt is difficult to date this small, simple gable-end-to-street
house. It has two stories plus a pitch roof, and the
clapboards are covered with siding. The entrance is through
the east side and has simple pilaster trim." (Salem Historic
District Study Committee Investigation) ‘

ARCHER (History of Salem by Sidney Perley)

Jonathan the son of Jonathan and Abigail Archer was baptized
Oct. 22, 1732. He married first Bethiah Very (published March
13, 1756); and second, Elizabeth Silsbee July 11, 1773. He
died Aug. 28, 1797, his wife Elizabeth survived him, and was
deceased the next year, -

Children:

Jonathan bpt. Jan. 9, 1757; married Rachel Woodman

Bethiah bpt. May 21, 1758

Mary bpt. Feb. 8, 1761; married Elisha Gunnerson, Jacob
Norman and John Peters

James born in 1762; married Elizabeth Archer

Elizabeth married William Cook Jr.

Nathaniel

Sarah born in 1768; married William Millet

As stated above, this house was very difficult £o date.
Jonathan Archer purchased the land in 1760 and at the time of
his death, in 1797, had a dwelling house, shop and barn. The
list of houses built in Salem from 1750-1773 shows a Jonathan
Archer built a house in 1763 and another in 1764. Since there
were two Jonathan Archers in Salem during that time it is very
difficult to determine which Jonathan did what.

We do know that Jonathan, owner of this land authorized, in
item 6 of his will, that the western half of his land "which is
west of my mansion house" could be sold for the support of his
wife, One would gather from this description that the mansion
house was on the very corner of Pleasant and Essex. Since the
location of the shop is never defined we can't be sure that 72
Essex was the shop, but it is a good possibility.

Sally Dee lent her architectural expertise to this case and
after a inspection of the interior we feel that this house (or
at least a portion of it) was on this land by 1797. The '
central portion of the house seems to be earlier than the rooms
fronting the street. Many details have been changed, but the
house certainly retains its old-time charm.
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On March 28, 1979 Mrs. Bragle, daughter-in-law of Mrs. Mc Garry
was contacted. Mrs. Bragle was very happy to share her knowledge
of the house at 53 Essex St. It seems Mrs. McGarry purchased
this house at an auction in 1932. The house was then a one
family, Mrs. McGarry had it converted into a two family soon after.
The fireplace in the front (Essex St.)side of the house was

also Mrs. McGarry's addition. Although Mrs. McGarry did not live
in this house, (she lived on Hodges Ct.) Mr. &nd Mrs. Bragel were
tenants for a time, paying $3.50 a week rent.

Mrs. Bragle has never heard any stories about the house being
moved. She does think this house is 0ld. Her husband uneovered
the kitchen fireplace and "found the old chain they used to use.'




Note:

late in December 1978, an inspection was made of the property
at 5% Essex St., by Staley McDermet (preservation architect)
and Joyce King (house researcher).

Findings:
The front two rooms of this house seem to be much older than
the rear addition, which is now the kitchen area.

The firepldce in the kitchen appears to be of the 1840 vintage
and is the only visible means of what would have been the
heat source.

The foundation under both ends seem to have been built at one
time. ‘

Conclusion:

Due to the absence of fireplaces in the front rooms, it is
possible this portion of the house was an out building
converted into a dwelling house or part of an o0ld house
moved to this site about 1843,

Other sources checked since that time: (all without success)

Recent copies of the Salem Gazette at the Essex Institute.
Genealogies .of families concerned.

Bentley's Diaries.

Many Salem histories.

Prior owners.

Former residents of the neighborhood.



Note:

The earliest date mentioned in the deeds, of the house at

5% Essex 5t., is 184% (book 341 page 144)in a lease given

by Rebecca Silsbee. If she leased this property previously
to that date the proof has not been found. Without a tenants
name the tax records are useless.

If any date prior to 1843 is to be put on this house it cannot
be substantiated from the documents found. The owner feels
the construction is earlier and would appreciate the opinion
of an architectural historian. This is a possibility since
the report done by the Salem Historic District Study Committee,
in 1965, questioned whether this house might be Federal (1790~
18%0) and that the high brick foundation was probably not
original.

One strange thing is that this house does not appear on the
1851 map by Mc Intyre. This must be an oversite since the
house is clearly there before this date, documented in deeds.



