
Land & House at 14 Broad Street, siµem, Mass. 

'rhis house was built in 1836, evidently for William Stevens, 
grocer. 

Very early, this hou,se-lot was the southern c9rner of the 
estate of Francia Lawes, an English weaver who settled here 
in 1637. The hill across the street (now Broad St Cemetery) 
came to be known as Lawes' Hill. Hr Lawes died in 1666, and 
his estate descended to his only child, Eary, who married 
John Neale about the year 1641. For the next 200 years the 
property, or some of it, stayed in the name of Neale (later 
spelled ~eal). · 

On 15 May.1760, Jonathan Neal, a member of the fifth genera­
tion of the family & the builder of the house at 12 Broad St, 
sold the 14 Broad St house-lot to William Dowst, a husbandman, 
for 18.10.8 (109:46). 
Mr Dows't proceeded to build a house on the lot, which he 
left, at his death in 1794, to his widow Elizabeth & son 
Richard, who together sold the estate to their neighbor 
John Pickering Esq (1740-1811) for $300 on 26 Nov 1795 5 
{159:210). The house was gone by 1811, at which time the 
property went to John Pickering VI, the nephew of the af~re-
said John Pickering Ve There was no house on the lot on 
13 April 1836, when, after 41 years in the family, the pro­
perty was sold by Mr Pickering to James Stevens, Boston 
plane-maker, for $600 (289:15). 
Mr Stevens was apparently the brother of William Stevens, 
for whom he seems to have bought the land. James, of Boston, 
did not live in Salem, and therefore had no use for a qwelling 
house there, whereas William was n Salem grocer. It is pos­
sible that James, being a carpenter of sorts, could have 
built the house for William. At any rate, it is clear that 
although James owned the property, William was living in 
the house there by 1837, for in that year the city of Salem 
assessed him fo~ a house & land worth $1200 and a shop worth 
$500, and in the next year this same property is explicitly 
referred to as # 14 Broad Street in the tax records. The 
Salem Directory was first published in 1837, and in that year 
William Stevens was listed as a grocer at 13 Derby Square, 
with a house at 14 Broad Street. As you know, the Salem 
Directory is compiled in advance of the year in which it is 
published; the house at 14 Broad Street, th_erefore, was built 
for William Stevens in 1836. 
James Stevens, however, still held the legal title; he,13 
June 1838,conveyed the title for $2500 (the premises being 
the same lot he bought of Mr Pickering, "together with the 
dwelling house & other buildings since erect~d & now standing 
thereon · to Mr Ivory Grant of Cambridge { 307 :156). Mr Grant 



soon (sometime in that same year, 1838) sold the premisos . 
to the person who had been living there all along, William 
Stevens, for $2600 (341:40). 
Mr Stevens & his wife Mary L had at least one child, a son 
William A Stevens, who was in the grocery business with his 
father at 13 Derby Square, and lived at his parents' home. 
On 12 May 1844 Willi~ A Stevens married Abba'A Teague in 
Salem; by 1846 the young couple was living at 18 Winthrop 
Street. William Stevens, after 28 years' residence there, 
sold the 14 Broad Street estate for $830 to Augustus S 
Blake, who was to assume payment of three mortgages, on 
16 Mar 1864 (664:125). 
Mr Blake owned the house until his death in 1908; at last, 
on 12 Ap 1926, his heirs sold the premises to Anna D. 
Pickering, widow of John Pickering VIII (2677:141 ). After 
a gap of 90 years, the property was once again in Pickering 
hands. Mrs Pickering, on 26 June of that same year, :ad­
justed the boundary of 14 Broad Street with ¥.ir & Mrs 
Seamans, who lived at 12 Broad Street (2684:525, and plan); 
tnat s~am.e day she sold the 14 Broad Street estate (minus 
some of the back yard) to Katherine C Wiswall, wife ot 
Richard H Wiswall (2684:525). 
Mrs Wiswall 01med the house for more than 40 years; after 
her death in 196 the estate was sold by the executor of 
her will, Charles Y Wadsworth, for $35,260 to Irene B 
Jefferis ot Salem, 18 June 1968 (5536:799). 

Robert Booth 
27 Oct 1976 

Note: James Stevens, Boston plane-maker, could have been 
William Stevens•s father--or cousin, or no. relation 
at all. The ra.mily appears not to have been ot Salem. 



Estate conveyed by John Pickering Esq (1777-1846) 
of Boston to James Stevens, Boston plane-maker; 

13 Ap 1836, deed ?89:15 
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Deed Schedule 

15 May 1760: Jonathan Neal, Salem yeoman, 1'or 18.10.8 
to William Dowst, Salem husbandman, empty lot; 109:46. 

26 Nov 1795 :. Dowst heirs, Salem, 'for $300, to John 
Pickering Esq, Salem, land with buildings; 159:210. 

i3 Ap 1836: John Pickering Esq, Boston, for $600 to 
James Stevens, Boston plane-maker, empty lot; 289:15. 

13 June 1838: James Stevens, Boston plane-maker, for 
$2500 to Ivory Grant, Cambridge; land with buildings; 
307:156. 

1838: Ivory Grant, Cambridge, for $2600 to 
William Stevens, Salem grocer; land with buildings; 
341:40. . 
16 Marj864: William Stevens & wife Mary L 'for $830 
to Augustus S Blake, Salem, land with buildings; 664:125. 

1 2 Ap 1926: Blake heirs to .Amie. D Pickering, Salem, 
land with buildings; 2677:141. 

26 June 1926: Pickering-Seamans indenture; 2684:525. 

26 June 1926: Anna D Pickering, Salem, to Katherine 
C Wiswall, Salem; land with buildings; 2684:526. 

18 June 1968: Wiswall estate for $35,260 to Irene B 
Jefferis, Salem, land with buildings; 5536:799. 
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Cl< 5 5 3 6 PG 7 9 9 
of Lincoln, 

I, Charles Y. Wadsworth,/County of Miudlonox, Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, 
EXECUTOR under Un~ WIJ.I, of-A HMINJ6l-1lNfHR-m-tm:+.1-;f.,•,~-,.,.,f-"RH,J:;."ffi&of-GHA1lE*AN 
o~-"ffiNSt:WtJ\'feR-uf••Ri:t:mvm·of-tfre1!S'f1\'l'E-of.-(i'fr;t;t,thJtY-o:f1-£-oMMi55f0N£R 
Katharine ~. Wiowall, lnto ot Salem,county of E••ox, Commonwealth 
aforesaid, (Esoax County Probate f295,935) 
PY power conferred by aaid will 

and every other power, 
for Thirty-five thousand two hundred sixty and 00/100----------- Dollaa 
paid, grant to Irene B. Jefferis, of said Salem, 

two certain parcels of land with the buildings thereon situated in 
said Salem, as follows: 

FIRST PARCEL: 'Land situated on the northerly side of Broad Street 
with the buildings thereon, now known and numbered 14, shown as 
Lots A, B and D on a Plar. entitled, "Land of Anna D. Pickering 
and Robert c. Seamans, Salem,, Mass., June 1926, Thomas A. Appleton, 
C.E.", bounded and described as followss 

South\·1esterly: By land now or formerly of Pickering, 119 .19 feet1 
Nortfo·JC::itorly: By other land now or formerly of Pickering, 51.28 

feet; 
Easterlt: By land now or tormerly of Waters, 7.10 feet1 
Norther ys By land now or formerly of said Wataga, 13.23 feet1 
~orthc.::::iterly: By land now or formerly of Searnat:is, 102 feiet7 a."ld 
Southcuatcrly: By said Broad Street, 64.48 feet; 

containing, according to said Plan, 7,123 square feet. 
Being the same premises conveyed to the said Katharine c. Wiswall 

by deed of Anna D. Pickering dated June 26, 1926 and recorded on 
that day in Essex County Registry of Deeds, Book 2684, Page 52.6. 

SECOND PARCEL: Land with the buildings thereon situated in the rear 
of oaid 1-'irst Parcel, now known and numbered l4A Broad Street, 
bounded and desc~ibed as followss 

Southeanterly: By land of thA First Parcel, 51.28 feet1 
Southw.::aterly: By land now or formerly of Pickering approximatall' 

67.81 feet; 
Northwesterly: By land formerly of Phillips and l&ter of Shreve 

and Osgood approximately 75 feet; and · 
Easterly: By !and now or-formerly of Waters and others, 

approximately 70.54 feet; 
Being the same premises conveyed to the said Katharine c. Wiswall 

by deed of Anna D. Pickering dated November 9, 1933 and recorded 
November 10, 1933 in Esaax Coun~y Registry of Deeds, Book 2967, 
Paga 389. 

The premises are conveyed •ubject to easements and restrictions of 
record, if any. 
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