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31 Buffum Street 

Built for 

CURTIS E. WADLEIGH, tin ware manufacturer 

in 1869 

Research by, 
Joyce King 
Dec. 1983 

"to preserve Historic Sites, Buildings and objects, 
and to work for the education of the community 
in the true Palue of the same." 
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31 Buffum Street 

Book 662 page 21 

Feb. 6, 1864 
$600 

Book 665 page 81 
April 18, 1864 

Charles B. Fowler sold a parcel of land 

to John T. Mooney and Curtis Wadleigh. 
(Lot 1) 

I, 

Thomas J. Gifford,guardian of Mary Ann, 

Herby and George Gifford his minor children: 
sold a lot of land to John T. Mooney. 
(Lot 2) 
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Book 746 page 212 
May 15, 1868 
$625 

Book 746 page 211 
May 15, 1868 
$300 

, 

John T. Mooney sold a parcel of this land 
to Curtis E. Wadleigh. (Lot 2) "Meaning 
to convey i part of the two lots of land 

one of which was conveyed to me by Thomas 

Gifford, guardian, by deed book 665 page 81 
and the other by Charles B. Fowler, book 
662 page 21u 

Curtis E. Wadleigh sold his share of Lot '1 

to John T. Mooney._ This was the same lot 
sold by Charles Fowler in 1864. 
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Book 884 page 280 
Oct. 19, 1871 
$1,05(~ 
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Book 3309 page 275 
Aug. 11, 1942 

.-,..... _, 

John T. Mooney sold a parcel of land to 
Lucy E. Wadleigh, wife of Curtis. 
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Lottie L. Rust, trustee under the will of 
Curtis E. Wadleigh, sold the land and 

building to the Naumkeag Trust Co. under 
the will of William Messervy. 



Book 5372 page 304 
May 10, 1966 
$17,000 

Book 596 page 467 
March 14, 1969 
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Naumkeag Trust Co., trustee under the 

will of William Messervy, sold the two lots 
and building to Frank and Jennie A. Litwin. 
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Frank Litwin and Jennie Litwin, husband 

and wife, sold Lot 2 to Paul P. and Claire 
Guy. "For our title see deed of Naumkeag 
Bank Co., Trustees May 10, 1966." 
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THIS PLAN HAS BEEN REDUCED. FOR CORRECT 
SCALING SEE ORIGINAL ON FILE. 
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Book 6392 page 604 
Sept. 7, 1977 

Book 6515 page 94 
Sept. 8, 1978 

Paul P. Guy conveyed his rights in Lot 2 

to Claire Guy as consideration in a 

separation agreement. 

Claire H. Guy sold the land and building 
at 31 Buffum St. to Gareth and Geraldine 

Guarino. "For title see deed book 6392 
page 604." 

Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of Deeds. 
Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both offices are located 
in the same building on Federal St. All maps in this report are 
not meant to be exact, just for illustration purposes. 
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DATE DOCUMENTATION 

The first mention of a house on this land appears in the 1869 tax 

records: 
31 Buffum St. "New house, unfinished" Curtis E. Wadleigh $2,500 

1870 tax: 31 Buffum - house valued at $3,000; land valued at $600 
Occupants - Curtis Wadleigh age 30 

George Rust " 69 

* * * * * * * * 

Curtis Elkins Wadleigh was born in Gilmanton, N.H. in 1840, but moved 
to Salem at an ee.rly age, residing here for more than half a century 

before his death November 25, 1913, at his home, 31 Buffum Street. 
He enlisted July 28, 1862 in Co. F., 23rd Massachusetts regiment, 
known as Whipple's Jewels and commanded by Capt. George M. Whipple 

of Salem. After his discharge he returned to Salem and established 

a household articles business in which partnerships changed several 
times, the last being E. Burnham and E. Mitchell. The firm was known 

as Wadleigh Company at his death. The garden of his estate on Buffum 
Street was one of the showplaces in the area. He was twice married, 

the second time to Miss Etta Rust of South Wolfeboro, N.H., who sur­
vived him. Two sons predeceased him. (Essex Lodge of Masons) 

* * * * * * * * 

Curtis Wadleigh willed all his estate, both real and personal, to 
- his wife Etta~., at her decease several monetary bequests were to 

be made. The iemainder was to be shared by Horace Rust, George Rust 

and Carrie Chase, the brothers and sisters of Etta. Mr. Wadleigh's 
real estate was listed as: house and shed 31 Buffum St., 8,100 sq. ft. 
of land '!t4,700; 2/) share of 55 Buffum St. ~1,666.67; 81 8~ 83 North St. 

$8,000; 6 & 8 Harmony St. $4,100; lot of land Granite St. $400. 



"About the begining of the (Civil) war, Mr. John D. Eaton had a 
tin shop near the bridge, the business was good and he induced 
others from his native New Hampshire to ccme to Northfields, in­
cluding Mooney, Wadleigh, Morse, French, MacDuffy, Lamprey, Durgin 
and others, most of them starting out with the tin peddler's wagon 
fitted out with various kinds of tin-ware, given inexchange for all 
kinds of junk, paper, rags and old metal. It was not an uncommon 
thing to see ten or twenty wagons starting out of a morning in those 
days." (North Fields, by E.B. Symonds) 

* * * * * * * * 

~!~~MOONEY, 'WADLEIGH,·-:&··co. 
~,;,~,,,· .. ,,. . .. « .: . . . ... < • - • < • - • < 

~¥~~·~~ ·:No. 37 North Street, ~ · .. Salem, .: 
~~t··. ::· .·-. . -. •.:~A~Timi:n~ ~F 

.WABB ~I 
., .AND 

DEALERS IN 
•: • . ..... _ I 

GL-ASS, BRITANNIA, 

·.Plated, Japamied, 

STOVES, BROOMS, BR:UBHES. 

and Cutlery. 
TIN, SHEET IRON AND COPPER JOB WORK, 

Done to order at short notice, 

··::«::ash paid tor all kinds of Paper Stock, Old Iron, Metals, &o. , 

_JOHN T. MOONEY. CURTIS E. WADLEIGH. OHARLF.8 r. 'fl1R_'1.1'. i l 
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