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NOTES:

The Salem Historic District Study Committee Investigation lists
this house as Pre Federal 1720-1790. The owner believes it to
be around 1750.

There is a problem in trying to determine the exact location of
the "old houses" mentioned in the deeds, when they disappear
and when the present houses first appear. The documentation
is very confusing.

Other problems in this case are:

The house is not on the tax rolls in 1831

There are three John Battens in Ward 1, making tax records
difficult to follow.

A tenant could pay the taxes, but unless you know the tenants
name there is no way to follow the tax list.

There are 4 houses on Battons land in 1851, Which came first??

Was it moved? No permit to move was found.



1668 Feb. 23 Eastwick so0ld a lot of land to William Curtis
(book 3 page 61) (&)

1704/5 William Curtis sol 1/4 acre of land to his son William
Curtis Jr. - wher houses stand - my tenement wher Willim now
dwells, house, barn and shop (book 19 page 116) (B)

1718 controversy with neighbor, William Dove shows that Curtis'
house stood within Dove's land 6 feet on the south side and 2
feet towards the north (book 45 page 250) (C)

1731 April 30 William Curtis Jr. sold a small parcel of land
to his son Daniel (book 52 page 256) (D)

1741 William Curtis will, written Nov, 8, 1740 (Probate #6934)
to:
son John 1/2 1land in South Fields
son Daniel 1/4 pt. land South Fields
grandchildren (being the daughters of dec. son William) 1/4
pt land South Fields
son Daniel 1/2 homestead lot
*daughter Lydia Stileman - my now dwelling house and 1/2 the
homestead lot - being the est 1/2 and a 20 foot
square at the southeast end for a barn
(E)

Lydia Stileman died before March 24, 1778, when her estate was
entered in probate, William Patterson was adm.

Inventory

Real Estate - an old house ith 18 1/2 poles of land

1782 Richard and Lydia Batten sold to William Patterson 1/3
part of the estate of Lydia Stileman containing 6 poles of land
with buildings (F)

1788 July 3 - William Patterson mortgaged this and another
property - NO BUILDING MENTIONED ON THIS LOT (book 148 page
200) (A dwelling house is mentioned on another lot in Hardy's
lane) (G)

1793 June 26 - John Patterson; Joseph and Rebecca Smith;
Obidiah and Lydia Wilcock; John and Sarah Bolton sold to
William Patterson, for 5 pounds, 14 shillings, their 5th parts
of and undivided 1/3 of about 6 poles of land and ALL THE
BUILDINGS ~ their shares being as heirs and chldren of William
Patterson (Gl)



William Patterson died Sept. 6, 1793 at the age of 47 (East
Parish Deaths)

William Patterson, by will written August 23, 1793, left all
his estate, both real and personal, to his wife Mehitable
(probate #20783)
Inventory 1802
Lot of land situate in Essex St. between the dwelling house
of Richard Manning (now 95 Essex St.) and house of Thomas
Ashby late Curtice's (H)

1803 Jan. 1 - William Patterson Jr. sold to John Archer two
parcels the first being a dwelling house and land on Herbert
St. and the second his right and title in and to one undived
4th part of about 60 poles (?) of land NO BUILDING which his
father William Patterson deceased purchased of the heirs of his
father William Patterson who died seized of the whole of said
premises. (book 171 page 141) (1)

1805 Dec. 16 - Anna Phippen and Seth and Mehitable Ring sold
their 2/3 parts of their share of the lot of land of about 12
poles of Lydia Stileman's estate to John Archer, Benjamin
Patterson, Eliphalet Patterson and Clifford Byrne (book 177
page 112)

1807 Jan. 6 John Archer sold 1/4 interest to the lot of land,
of about 16 poles, to Richard Battin and John Battin (book 213
page 134)

1809 Benjamin Patterson sold 4/12 shares to the lot of land to
John Batten NO BUILDINGS (book 188 page 66)

1828 November 3 - John Batten and Margaret Felt owners in
common of a lot of land on Essex St., made a division (book 250
page 79) NO BUILDING MENTIONED (J)
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The lot on which this house stands was once a portion of the

William Curtice estate,
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portion of the two ‘acres - ot land con-

_“veyed by 'John Baylies of Salem, tailor, |
for five pounds and five shillings, ‘to Ed- |

{
ward Estwick- of Salem, marmer, 8:: 8z fl
1649.1  ‘Mr. Estwick died.in 16665 and |

-his widow, Esther Estwick, who ‘was ap- .

‘pointed administratrix, conveyed ‘this-lot |
{(which is described as .being- “.on Bass:

‘River Side"”) to William Curtice’of Salem
" Feb., 23, 1668.§ Mr. -Curtice ‘built al
‘"House upon-the lot. He “was a black- !
--smith, and lived in Silem, when he gave<

thé house, barn, shop.and’ lot;’ by deed, to

~his ‘son. “’ﬂham Curtice, - jr., -of Salem,‘
. Feb.. 17y 1704-5:] The grantee was then |

‘lwmg in:the house.  William-Curtice, jr.,’

“diedin 1741, havmg ‘devised. the:house'

“-andland around it to his. daughter Lydia

‘Stillman, who lived in Salem. ‘She - died, )
+a widow, before March 3, 1779y when

-administration upon her estate was grant-
eédto her'son William Patterson,’ who be-
-came ' the owner of ‘the estate. In the:

_inventory of her estate ‘the ‘house is de-
.- scribed as “an old house,”. and | thh the

J

: land adjommg belonging fo it was:valued i
- -at one hundred ‘and forty-seven ‘pounds, |
Mr. ‘Patterson died before June 26, 1793,

" when his: chlldren, John Patterson, mar-
" iner, Joseph Smith, :mariner, *: and -his
. wite-Rebecca, Obadxah - Wilcock," mar-

iner, :and .wife Lydia, and John Bol-
ton, -marinet, .and “wife Sarah, all of

* Salem, for twenty-two pounds. and six-

 teen shillings, conv eyed four-fifths of one-
thxrd of ‘the land and buxldmgs to Capt

~William Patterson- of Salem, mariner.* .
" “Ciptain Patterson died Sept. 6,.1793,

“possessed .of the “entire :house :and - land
\-around it, having deviséd a life-interest in
the «estate ‘to.his wife Mehltable, ‘and.‘the

remamder to ‘his children, "It -subse- .

quently came into the possession of-his
:son’ William+ Patterson of “Salem, miariner,
:before 1803, -when the house was gone.
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John Batten died on December 11, 1844, 1In his will ($#32675)
all the real estate as bequeathed to his wife, Procinda, for
her natural life. His daughter, Aroline, was to have the
privilege of living with his wife, provided she remain single.
After the death of his wife and daughter the estate was to be
divided equally between the remaining children. (Aroline died
on November 12, 1839. Procinda died on January 12, 1849,)

The inventory of John Batten:
Real estate '

#1 Dwelling house with land under & adjoining situate on
Curtis Street $800 (this was the house on the corner of Essex
and Curtis, as John is listed in the 1842 Salem directory as
living at 2 Curtis St.)

#2 Dwelling house in the rear & land under and adjoining
$1,500 (4 Curtis st.)

#3 Lot of land situate on said Curtis St. $300 (land now
6 Curtis sSt.)

Personal estate
Lot of household furniture beds - beding & c¢. $50

The other children of John and Procinda Batten were: Nancy
(born 1795) married Josiah Merrow, Richard (born 1797), Lydia
(born 1799) married Henry Meek, Procinda (born 1803) married
Ephriam Richardson, Louisa (born 1806) married Soloman Wells
and John (born 1809).

On September 27, 1845 John Batten Jr., cordwainer, conveyed
the "dwelling house and out building on Curtis street the same
my late father John Batten deceased, now in the possession and
occupation of my mother Procinda, to Henry Meek in trust that
Henry shall apply the income or proceeds of the estate for the
purposes of my support in such sum or sums from time to time as
he shall deem necessary and proper giving hereby full right and
authority to sell and dispose of the same and to give a good
and sufficient deed. This deed to take effect from and after
the decease of my mother." (book 406 page 150)

The remaining heirs conveyed their right to the estate as
listed in the inventory to Henry Meek during the period
1851-1853 (book 452:146, 470:52, 476:268 & 482:219). Henry
Meek mortgaged the property many times over the years, but the
exact dimensions are not given,



Henry Meek died on Augqust 19, 1870. Mr. Meek bequeathéd all

of his estate to his wife, Lydia. After her death the property
was to be divided between his children:

L. Cornelia Hodkinson, wife of Jabez
Mary Ellen Carver, wife of Horatio B.
Aroline B. Meek

Julia F, 0dell, wife of Charles
Henry M. Meek

(One interesting conveyance occurred on July 24, 1876. The
property was put up as bond for the surety of Horatio B. Carver

upon a complaint made against him for manslaughter. (book 957
page 42)

On June 15, 1877 John Batten, formerly of Bowdoinham, Maine,
now of Salem for $150 conveyed to Lydia Meek widow of Henry and
Lydia C. Hodskinson, Mary E. Carver, Julia F. Odell, Aroline B,
Meek and Henry M. Meek all children of Henry Meek. To Lydia
for and during her natural life and after her decease to the
others, the land and buildings on Curtis street as described in
a deed of trust in book 406 page 150. (book 979 page 31)

l

November 1883 - The heirs named above conveyed their interest

in the estate to Henry M. Meek. The land was then described
as: :
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Henry M. Meek died on July 10, 1900 leaving a widow Annie M.
and one daughter, Alice R. Meek,

On February 19, 1917 Annie M, Meek and Alice R. Meek sold the
land and buildings at 4 & 6 Curtis Street to Arthur Feenan.
"Our title derived as devisees under the will of Henry M.
Meek." (book 2357 page 361)

April 6, 1959 - Alice G. Feenan sold the same land and .
buildings to John J. and Winifred Larkin. "For our title see
deed Annie M. Meek et al to Arthur Feenan, February 19, 1917."
As recorded in book 2357 page 361. (book 4552 page 154)
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The Larkins mortgaged the property to the Roger Conant Co-op
Bank on April 16, 1959 and October 28, 1959, The bank
released their rights to Winifred M. Larkin on July 7, 1960.
Winifred Larkin then conveyed her interest to John J. and
Barbara Larkin., "The same premises conveyed by Alice G. Feenan
on April 16, 1959." This was called parcel B on the plan
recorded in book 4682 page 173.



John J. and Barbara Larkin, of North Hampton, N.H. sold the
property to James and Joan Bailey on April 28, 1975, for the
sum of $33,900 (book 6142 page 619), The Baileys mortgaged
the property to the Roger Conant Bank (book 6142 page 620).

The Roger Conant Bank sold the property to Rocco A, Botta, of
Melrose, and Helen S. Phaneuf, of Lynnfield, in May of 1983
(book 7132 page 218).

Rocco A, Botta and Helen S. Phaneuf sold 4 Curtis St. (Lot B)
to Clifford Hughes and Nancy Felton, on September 14, 1987, for
the sum of $210,000 (book 9190 page 490).

Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of
Deeds, Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. All maps
in this report are for illustrative purposes and are not meant
to be exact.
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