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12 Chestnut Street

"Chestnut street was laid out from Summer street nearly to Flint
street in 1801. 1t has always been called by its present name."
(Essex Antiquarian, Vol. 4, Page 161) (Appendix A - The History
of Chestnut St. as written in the Salem Historic Commission District
Study)

The house at 12 Chestnut St. is described by the Salem Historic
Commission as:

"rhis 3 story; square, brick (Flemish Bond,, hip roof house was
designed by Samuel Mc 1lntire for Capt. Jonathan Hodges as a two-
family house and was built in 1805, according to the Gagzette 1806
list. Fiske kimball believes that it was altered abhout 1845, and
that the front portico with ‘its acanthus leaf capitals dates from
that period. He also suggests that other changes have been made
inside the house from time to time. He does not mention the
rectangular window lintels which are strikingly different from
any of the others used on the street during this first decade of
the 19th century, but similar to those on houses built arouhd 1830.

The house is set back from the street and occupies a large lot of
land. wast of the house in the yard there is a Federal period
wooden chaise house which was partially burned several years ago,
and beyond that there is a large garden.. Un the west side a row of
Cherry trees used to separate this house from #14. A trim, cast

iron fence separates the residence from the sidewalk."

The lot on which this house stands was part of the land owned by
Thomas Maule in 1681. (Mr. maule's house stood on Essex 5t. and
was removed around 13856) The grandchildren of Thomas Maule
conveyed the estate to Gabriel Holman, hatter in the 1740's. MNr.
Holman died before 1765. Deacon Samuel Holman, son of Gabriel,
became the owner of the house, hatter's shop (both on Essex St.),

and the eastern part of the estate in the 1780's.



Un Dec. 27, 1802 sSamuel Holman, hatter, sold to Jonathan Hodges,
for the sum of 1,200, "the south part of land belonging to me
partly by inheritance and partly purchased of William Holman,
Elizabeth Archer, Judith Lamson and Hannah Holman; and which was

assigned to me in the division of the estate of my father Gabriel."
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The tax records indicate that Capt. Hodges had his elegant residence
built on this lot in 1805:

1804 Jona. Hodges - house lot on Chestnut st. . $800

1805 " " - new house on Chestnut St. $3,000

(Appendix B - Fiske kimball's documentation as a bicIntire house)

The Lee Collection at the Essex Institute includes a letter written
by John Clarke which states that James Nichols, of Cambridge St.,
was the mason for the Robinson House #10 Chestnut and probably for
the Hodges House #12 as well.



Captain Hodges moved into his new dwelling houée, shortly after
its completion, with his wife Mary and six children: Elizabeth
age 16, WMary 14, George A. 11, Samuel R. 8, Priscilla S. 6 and
Edward 1.

This house must have provided a beautiful setting for at least
three weddings during the Hodges occupancy: Elizabeth's marriage
to George Cleaveland, Mary's marriage to John Stone on May 2, 1819,

and triscilla's marriage to John Clark in Sept. of 1821.

A notation in the Lee -Scrapbooks at the kssex Institute (vol. 3, page
131) states: ‘
"Captain Hodges arranged his house for two families at the time

Mr. John Clark was to marry rriscilla daughter of Capt. H. After
Mr. and Mrs. Clark left town Capt. George Cleaveland oécupied it.
Mrs. Cleaveland was also a daughter of Capt. H."

Another notation states that a poplar tree which stood between
#10 and #12 Chestnut street was uprooted in the gale of 1815.

Un May 8, 1829 Jonathan Hodges, Esq. sold for $13%,000 to Elizabeth
R. uUrne, of Salem, minor, and $4,3%09 to Sally #. Urne for her own

use and in trust for minor "my mansion house and outbuildings"

North - Ilolman and lage

kast - Cloutman and Robinson
South - Chestnut S5t.

West - James Hastie

"Also the dwelling house and land on Summer street 1 purchased of
Sally Blyth 1796, land in the great pasture and land on Broad St."
(book 252 page 61) "

Sally P. (Ropes) Urne was the widow of Joseph Urne. fir. Urne died
in 1818 al the age of 22 leaving 5ally and their 8 month old
daughter Elizabeth R, as his heirs. Capt. Jonathan Hodges (uncle
of sally, by marriage) was named trustee of %$40,000 which Mr. Urne
left for his daughter Elizabeth.



The Hodges family continued to live in the house at 12 Chestnut 5t.
after the transfer of owﬁership to Mrs. Crne and her daughter, as
.shown by the tax records and directory listings:
12 Chestnut 5t.:
1831 tax - Sally F. Urne, owner house §5,000

occupants George Cleaveland
Samuel R. Hodges

18%6 dir. - George Cleaveland
Jonathan Hodges, town treasurer
John Stone, distiller
(Sally F. Urne lived at %18 Essex St. - Ropes Mansi

A letter written in 1884 by H. W. S. Cleaveland mentions:

"Uncle George (Cleaveland) lived in half the house of his father-
in-law, Jona Hodges and 1 have delightful recollection of many
happy days spent there and of him and his wife who for many years
was crippled with rheumatism so that she could not rise from her

chair." (Lee Scrapbooks, vol. 1 page 114)

Capt. Hodges died May 2%, 1837 at the age of 7%. One account of
his 1life is given in"The Salem Cadets" an organization formed in
1785, as an infantry company:
Commander Jonathan Hodges, 1793-1795

"Died May 23, 1837, aged 73. He was a son of Gamaliel Hodges, and
was born March 1, 1764. He was in early life a merchant, and owned
and carried on a distillery in Neptune street. He was for some
years cashier of the Salem Bank, and later the Town Treasurer. He
owned and occupied the J. willard teele house in Chestnut street,

now owned by Mr. Nathan Nichols."

After the death of Capt. Hodges the house was leased as indicated in
the directory of 1842:

John Chadwick - 12 Chestnut St., cashier Exchange Bank
Daniel Bickford - "

1844 tax record:
12 Chestnut John Chadwick, cashicr - Mrs. Urnes house $6,00C



un May 6, 1845 Sarah F. Urne, of Snlem, & Benjamin Merrill, of Salemn,
executor and trustee under the will of Eligabeth R. Urne (she died
March 8, 1842) so0ld to Jonathan Willard leele, merchant, for the

sum of $6,000 the brick dwelling house and land:

North - Samuel Holman

East -  Thomas, Charles and Mehitable Choate
south -  Chestnut St.

West - John C. Lee

(book %56 page 51)

It may be of interest to include the obhituary notice of Sally Fisk
urne even though she died more than %0 years after selling the house.
“ Sally Fisk CUrne, .widow of Joseph Urne, Esg., and daughter of the
late Nathaniel and Sarah (Futnam) Ropes, born in Salem May 11, 1795,
died at her residence on Essex streect on Tuesday morning, March 28,
1876, after a long and painful illness which she bore with Christian
patience and submission. During the last years of her life the
trials of her situation were rendered doubly severe by total blindnes:
to her a dreadful affliction, depriving her of the power of seeing
and freely conversing with friends to whom she had been for so many
years so devotedly attached. 1t was seldom, however, that the
slightest murmur escaped her lips; her strong and vigerous mind
retained to the last its serenity and composure. Mrs. Urne was
descended from families established at Salem in the first period of
its history and always maintaining a high character in this neighbor-
hood. She inherited many of the excellent gualities that so conspic-
uously marked the characters of the puritans of former days. Unswer-
ving fidelity to truth and religious faith, tenacity of affection
in domestic life, intense dislike of all that was pretentious or
false, and a charitable and kindly disposition that avoided all
public notice, made her the object of deep regard and respect to
her family and friends. While her death must be considered only‘a
beneficent release from mental and bodily suffering, it still brings
sorrow to many hearts; sundering as it does so many pleasing and
dear associations of the past, and extinguishing a name once freguent

and honored in this community."



"Jonathan Willard Peele; merchant; lived in Salem and Boston, and
removed to Beverly about 1869; married Sarah Ann Silsbee March 19,
1846; died Sept. 29, 1871; she survived him; children: 1. Willard
Silsbee, born Nov. 20, 1847; living in 1888; 2. Jane A., born Dec.
8, 1848; unmarried in 1871; %. Mary s5., born April 17, 1851; married.
Daniel Dwight of Boston; 4. kdward L., born 1856; died Dec. 22, 1856,
in Boston." (History of Salem, by Sidney Ferley; vol. 3%, page 59)

The federal census of 1850 gives a close look at the Peele household
at 12 Chestnut St.:

J. W. Peele age 40 prop. value 8,000 born Mass
Sara'h S . 1] " 35 " 11
Yillard " ] 3 " "
J\"lne " " 2 . " "
Eileen kelly " 38 " Ire.
Catharine Mason" 25 " Mass
ousan kelly "22 " Me.
Bugene kelly o113 " N.Y.

The tax records for the 1850's read:
185% - J. W. Feele house $9,000 personal $50,000
1854 - v " " " |
1855 - " " " "
1857 - J. W. Peele owner $10,000
1859 -~ J. W. Feele, merchant at Thillips Wharf - house $10,000

un Nov. 1, 1865 J. Willard and sarah A. Peele sold for $17,000 to

Nathan Nichols,"the messuage on Chestnut St.":

North -~ Curwin et al
Bast —-  DNeal

South - Chestnut S5t.
West - John C. Lee

(book 692 page 53)

1866 tax record:

Nathan Nichols age 56 owner-$2,000 barn $200 land 17,686 sa. ft.
$5, 000



The census of 1870 gives an insight as to the Nichols family:

_Real est. Frersonal’

Nathan Nichols age 54 shoe findings $17,500 5,000 born
Elizabeth R. " " 49 keeps house "
Francis W. " " 21 clerk in store "
klizabeth " " 6 at home o
Ann Rodman " 58 no ocec. "
Margaret U'Connell " 22 domestic servant "
lrene Storrel o 27 nurse "
Margaret Cass v 28 domestic servant "

The 1880 census shows the changes in the household:

Nathan Nichols age 64 born
Elizabeth " 59 wife W
FPrancis " " 21 son "
Mimmi " " 27 daughter-in-law e
Millicent " " 5 granddaughter "
Trances i 1" 3 " 1 1"
Ann Rodman " 68 sister-in-law "
Besgsie Nichols " 16 daughter - at school "
Margaret maloney " 238 servant : "
Mary U'Brian o35 " "
Lizzie Murray w21 ; "

Un Feb. 28, 1888 Nathan and Elizabeth R. Nichols sold,for ¥l and
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other valuable consideration,to Bmily C. F. Viest, wife of Arthur W.,

the same property conveyed to them by J. W. Peele:

North - James Curwen, Gillis Cousins
EBast formerly Fabens, now Little
South Chestnut 5t.

West Curwen and lee

|

[

(book 1217 page 316)

(Mr. Nichols died two years later - see appendix C for obituary)

March 4, 1941 Anna Fessenden, of Salem, unmarried,sold to George
E. Benson the land and buildings at 12 Chestnut St., the same
conveyed to Emily C. F. West by deed of Nathan Nichols in 1888. 1
acquired my title by inheritance from wmy sister Emily C.F.West.

(book 3247 page 344) (also see appendix D)

June 10, 1941 George E. and Corrine L. Benson sold to Chestnut St.

Associates the same property conveyed by deed from Anna Fessenden.

(book %257 page 58%)



Un Dec. 28, 194% John Fickering, secretéry of the executive Committee
of the Chestnut St. Assc. held at 29 Chestnut St., Nov. 8, 1943
authorized the property at 12 Chestnut St. to be delivered by deed

of the Association to Nathalie G. Seamans for $11,500. (book 3358

page 160)

Nov. 18, 1968 Nathalie G. beamans, widow, sold to Channing and Joan H
Bacall, of 4 Federal Ct., the land and buildings at #12 Chestnut St.

North Cousins, Gillis, Curwen
Bast - NMc Dermott

South Chestnut St.

West Benson and Curwen

1

(book 5573 page 491)

(Note: The Essex Institute has in its collection excellent photos
of this house; Neg.#5259, #15676, #7068, #1603%9 and #5257)

Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of Deeds,
all probate numbers can be found in Frobate Court. Both are located

in the same building on Federal St., Salem.



Proa oot s et o b one e

Choe cbnut Stret was Jard out in L1790 by the town. f Salem (’/q
Oricinally it was to be only fort - feet wide, but John I ickering and + 7
Picl ering Dodge wantel it wider, and in 1804, it was fii1ally agreed
that it should be its present width. The April 1945 copy of the

Essex Institute Hi.storical Collections contains an amusing ¢ tory about

the squabbles resulting from the c¢iffererces «f op nion aboitt itswidth
which resulte!l in a wall built te divide uncoopera ive {and owners from
the street. The author, John Nichols, wrote that v ien Japtein Phillips'
hous.: at 17 Chestnut sStreet wais being built,ei-h wo kmai was to carry
away a stané from the wa:l each time he Jeft v yrk until the wall vas
fina ly romovad. The shert y>rtioﬁ of the street f. om (ambridge o
Summ«.r Stieet was probably a .ane prior to 17¢%, which vould have

yive:r. access Lo a brick yard “hen con the vite >f Haniltci Ha.l.  low-
weyry, the northefn section of Cambridge Streel was ¢lso spen some yea 's
)yiol to Jhestnut Street. - IL is thought that weck's Creak o1 Sweet's
ove ame nearly up to the eartern end of Ches:put Street, ard suppos.-dly

‘he land around it was boggy;

Why the new streetvwas named Chestﬁut Str et is not knovn. 7The
irst hom:owners planted elm :nd Lombardy noplir trezs along the stre t;
‘he prpla- s blew down in a stcorm -n 1615 and vere repleced }y more cims.
“he house 1wlders also provide !l thoir own sidew:lks and & visitor to

talem in 1826 (Essex Inst . tut listor cal Collections, Volume 42,

I age :76) wrote, "there is on: (church) in a n ble streei which has
.ofty spire. . .This street. . .is on=2 of the ’inest I ever taw. It
 3s noble sidewalks and tre buildings on each side gave "he impr:ssi
¢ f comfort and elegance." The elns ard slender, soaring Federal

p:riod chimneys give the street a vertical! rhythm just a:. the po:tic s

p ovide accents at the sidewalk level Tie average visi or to Salem
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the fact is th:t he 1s responsi e for vers (e of ihem The stro o

is prooi that salem had an abun lance of excellont maste: builders. lur-

ing this periol. BSalem in the early 1300's was a wealty and cosnopol .tan

city as a result of its mercant!ile successes, and its marchants, va10 h..d

sailed to the ends of the rart., bi1ilt these lirge and impressive 1ome.

for themselves. Occasiona.ly several of the houses fl,; the "housc

flags"” or private signals of-the merc ants who built the houses. When

the str:et was younger the proud houscholders undoubtedlv enjoyed show -
it '

ing/off frequently, just as all! Salem does tedars. In 18:6, Bentloy

mentions that the Militia "troops were first displayed in Chestnuz

Street ind there received the Regimental tandards. " Certainly mst

of the Jiéiting dignitaries weroe entertained on and saw the stree .

Chestnut Street has been tne home of many of Salem's Mayors. Several

of the iinest buildings are said to have leen lLuilt for Pickering

Dodge; “t‘would be interesting to study his influence on the  strect

and try to discover his reasons for building more than on2 house.

CHESTNU STREET - SOUTH SIDE #'s 1-43

#1 Chestnut Street RATING: CNE:. PERIOD: THIRD QUARTER

Accordong to Wicwall, UThic anteresting hen ose wan oo b about, dBd6 Ty

By ant Goxoon band poevronei by oo vidde ot bt e Tt A e !
Bakery Charlzs Archer an a 1922 Salem Nows ovticle wrote th ot Cox

bought the lanil in 1825.

T .e wooden housc has twe stories, plis a zombinatioa pit 'h a\d
hip ro f and is asiﬁetriunl, a choracteristic of the new romentic
archit ctural styles. Th: house 1eprasents a clean brealk with the

and the tireek Revlival,
balanc :d classical facades of the Federal period/ There are pair :d
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Mr. Samuel MelIntire, Carver
The Custom Honse occupied carters in the buildding from 1305 to 1807. There have
heen removed from the building a number of plain mantels fike the simpler ones used by
Meclntire in upstairs vooms of his houses. The Tate THenry M. Batchelder had two in
house on Lafayette Street; another is in the headmaster's house at the Loomis Institute
Windsor, Connecticut, / '

Jonathan Hodge: Houase
12 Chestant Sty et
Built 1805
Principal vweners: 1 lodpes, Pecle, Nichols, West
. (Firires 261, 2192) .

The plan, with McIntire’s technique and hand vriting, has his inscription on the bacl
stating that it is “for Capt. Hodges.” Uts identity was recognized by Henry W Belknap; he
has checked by its dimensions and eriginal artangement, in spite of later changes,

Samuel Holman sold the Tand to Jonathan Hodges, December 277, 1802, The Salem Ga
zette for August 20, 1805, advertises the auction of a lot ar the cormer of Chestnut and Cam
bridge Strects, “between the elegant rvesidence of Jonathan Hodges and the new Souts
Church.” The house is listed as “Built 1805,” in the contemporary list of brick houses stand
ing in Salem at the beginning of 1806, frequently cired mn this valame.

As the “Rough plan,” with its two pantrics suggets, the house was built as a double hous
with three stairs and doors, southwest and north. On tie cast wall the rear tier of windows i
the front rooms was omitted. Yt was altered atter 1845 by J. Willard Pecle to a single hous
with a new porch, the west oor and stairway being removed, and the arrangement of th
northeastern quarter being modified. At this period the old woodwork was mostly removed
and replaced by black walnut and markle, removed in turn by Arthur Webster West, wh
bought the bouse in 1888, The only original intertor finish left 15 the scrolls on the stan
ends. The front doorway and porch, with its Greek detail, is evidently later in date than the
house stself. ;

Residents of the sustern half bave been: George Cleveland, 1837, Daniel Bickford
1842, J. Will: »d Pecle, 1846, Martha Nichols, (896, rianeis W, Nichols, 1869, Natha;
Nichols, 1881 Arthur Webster West, 1883,

(EOE

Steepic of the Tabernacle Chureh
Washingon and I'ederal Streets, Salem
Church begun 177705 steeple crected VROS 5 building demolished 1854
(Figures 2063, 264)

The steepl: shown 1 the drawing s identical, in the main, with that of the forme
Tabernacle Clurch, as shown in an old fithograph here reproduced, in a woodcut in the
Tabernacle M moria), 1855, and in the old painting of Washmgton Street at the bssex In
stitute. ™ Prope stions and genceral arvangement tally exactly; the position of the bulustrade

M Reproduced by Cousine and Rilev: “Phe Wocdearver of Sem,” Plate oxv,
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;&ha choir sang the bridal chorus by Cowon,
5 A recopiion was held by the bride’s parents at
7tho .olose of tho wedding, which was larzely

iattonded. ~The elegant residence of ex-Gov.
:Bmith was beantifully decorated for the receo-
i{fen, and the nowly-wedded pair were the re-
cciplents of hearty congratulations from all
B ‘present. - Music was furnished by the St..
0 Y Albans Orchostra, The wedding gifts numbored
‘geveral hundred, including many rare and
Lrp. G _.costly ones A fino ecollajlon was served the,
a0e. Lo rguosts, und at the close of the recentlon the:
np- ] rom " ibridal couple left for New York, from whence
MR R ithay will sall on Saturday for a two months’’
B bridal tonr. Amopg the more prominent invited
the ; . : .guests present al the wedding from abroad wers
in % L Mr. and Mrs. Carloton Coffin, Oliver and Mrs.
ing t PR :Crocker Btovons of Bostan, Hon. Edward J.:
~ity by T -Phelps, Lieut. Gov. U. A. Woodbary, Hon. and
» to i ‘Mra. B, B. Smalloy, Rev. M. H. Buokham, Mr. and
aot, S - ‘Mra. A. B. Richardson, Mr. and Mrd. B W, Peck
slo- 1 R .ol Burlington, ex-(iov. and Mrs. Bamuel B Pin-’
" bil  igree of Hartford, Hon. and Mrs. Charles P.
718, B k[ ;- Marsh of Woodstock and Col. and Mrs. E. M,
g;l ‘ " © Powell of Richford.
‘qy- N T e
nd Dt S
nor
Salem Gazette,
idd FRIDAY, JULY 25, 1890,

BIRTHS.

- _In Gloucester, July 7, a son to Mr. and Mrs.
-Fred W, Ingersoll; 20th, & daughter to Clty Clerk
rand Mrs, W, T. Kimball of Lawrence.

in Minpeapolls, Minn,, Jnlg 19, & daughter to
Mr. and Mrs. J. W, HKendrick.

MARRIAGES,

In this city, July 22, by Rey. My, Jaqucs, Mr.
. Joseph Arsenault to Miss Delphine Richard.
V 2ith, by Rev. J. P, Franka, assisted by Rev.
. Harrg' . Nichols (brother of the bride), Rey.
¥ranklin W, Bartiett, D. D, of Willlamstiown,
Mass,, Miss Katherine F. A, Nichols of Salem.
In Lynn, July 20, by Rev. Mr. Greeno, Charios
“A. Jlarwood to Miss Nellle L. Kent; 23th, by
-~ RHev. Mr. Witliams, Artbhur Hawkes to Mrs. Liz.
{+zlo ‘Howard; 2lst, James K, Downlng to Mlss
Lydta M, Clevoland; 21st, by Rev. Mr. Hinckley,
LS cWihlam M., Mayberry to Miss Eltsa M. Merritt,
EC5. . both of Quincy; 20th, by Rey. Dr. Pullman, Eili-
R 2. ott IL Lewls of Swampscoit to Miss Ellzabeth
A7y Titus of Marblchend. 2
¥ “In Hamiiton, July 21st, by Rev. Mr, Alvord, Mr. *
; ¥rancis Dano of Il to Miss Jennie N. Burnham'
;jof Cambridgeport.

DEATHR.
in this city, July 14, Allce, daughtor of James
- ‘and Annle ¥, Campboil, T mos. 10 days.
p ., Josoph, son of Jolin ¥. and Honora

itibrose, 23 da
3 21at, Mrs.

8. [N
ﬁlury. widow of Dcnnls Donnhue,j;

68 {ra. i
fHarold P, son of Charles H. and Lilllan F.; .

" £,

i

Shackolford, 1 yr. bmos. 7 duys.
;1 %24, Joseph Wilfrid, son of 'Edouard and Oll.
‘vine Garon, 8 mos. 22 days.
231, Mry. Adelino, wife of Mr. Zehire Bexcler,

. B4 yra.
o #th, Nathan Nichols, 74 yrs. 8 mos. 2 days.

¥

Jfrom ¢4

e Chestnut strect. Burlal private. Friends i,
3

ndly requested not to send flowers. Y
In Marblehead, July 23, at the Neck, of diph-{
¥ ; thoria, Edgar, son of Edgar and Bara Robinson
% Harding, 3 yra. 11 mos. 21 days.

Ly
Wt

el Tarbox, ¥ yrs.; Charles Smith, 33 yrs. 8 mos.;
wth, Alice 3., daughtor of the late Benjamin ¥,
imands of C,har)cutovzn, 13 y{s. & mos.

k]

T. Am-*

&4 Funeral Baturday aflernoon, at3 o'clock,

o
{
1

1n Lynn, July 19, Frank Choate, 25 yrs.; S8amu-rr3 4

9
22,

1n Spugus, July 22, Susan D., daughter of Thos.
C. and Havrelet G HU, 19 yra. 6 mos. 22 days,
In Nahant, July 19, Nathian H. Twist, 62 yrs.
1n Besex, Joly'2l, Mrs, Martha 8., widow of [%3
Wil A, Richardson, b8 yra. 10 moa. 12 days. '+
In Gloncoster, July 22, Willam Jackson of £
Boston, 30 yrs. 3
In Dedbam, July 18, Mrs. Lena R., wife oty
Ienry D. Humphroy, and cldest daughter of 81d.
ney and Susan Witham of Gloucester, 24 yrs. {’
mol; Dover, N. 1L, July 21, Ann Ashton, 75 yrs.

In Rawdon, N. 8., July 20, Dean Seaman Dud
ley, 81 yrs. 10 mos. 12 days.

OBITUARY.

NATHAN NicHoLs, a well known andi:
highly reapected cttizen, dled at his restdanue‘ .
fn Chestout street yesterday (Thursday)b 2
forenoon, at the nge of 74 ysars 8 months”
and 2 days, He was born in Salem, Nov. 22,

, 1816. e was & son of Ichabod and Cassandra,
(Frye) Nichols, who were members of the:;
Soclely of Friends, and the youngest of the
well-knowan brothers, Willlam ¥., Thomas,
and Joseph S. Nichois, all of whom were
men of real worth und ke the younger
brother who has just passed away, respecled

. members of this community, There were
also Lthree slsters, one of whom dled, and two

are atill living at the old homestead. Bornly

Into the Socioty of Friends, Mr. Nlchols re-;lx

tatoed hils active relationship with it for ‘mostl?

of bis itfe. He attended the Yearly Meeling;
of Friends for not less than fifty consecutlvej

' years, which I3 a noteworthy record, and per-y

| ‘haps one that Is not equalied.

At an early period of his ‘Jife Mr. Nichols
becams & bookkeeper In one of ‘the Lynn 5
banks. ‘He then went with Hustln, Sumner;. +*'
& Co. , of Boston, who were engaged 1in thef“v‘ v
dry goods commlssion business, of which shoe/.
finding wnas ‘& department. He later wentjs .
foto ‘business 1n Boston as a memberof tbef‘ :
firm of Boyce & Nichols, and afterwards was |+
the senfor membor of the firm ‘of Nichdis &
Farnsworth in the same city, 'While a mem-
ber of these firms, the business wae exclu-
slvely shoe-finding. Mr. Nlchols has always!’
been prominontly identified with the Ex-

. shange Bank of Salem, uunder both s State!
and Natlonal organization, and he was presi-}

dent of the bank at the time of bis death.

We think Mr. Nlichols never held a public
office, not becauss the community would not
have gladly bestowed 1t upon him, but for
the reason that he had no taste for public
life, He was an unassuming man, qulet, un-
demonstrative, but very genial and compan-
fonable. Thongh not aspiring to public posl-
tion, ho was very far from belng Indifferent
to pubifc affalrs, and was always intercsted in
the publle queations of the day. He was 8 LA
very intelligent man, a careful and extensive’
reader, and consequently more than ordinarf.!
ly well informed upon & wide -varfely ofls
subjects. (s

Mr. Nichols was taken slck esome tenifs
weeks ago. e showed no Improvement and .
“within the past three woeks his fallure has
‘been steady and rapld uotil yesterday fore-!{
iinnon, when bo passed peacefully away. Mr.Q

Nichols leaves a wife, ono son 8and two
daughters, besaldes many personal friends who§
will hold him In very pleasant remembrnnce.'}

.

i

F

Mns. MARTHA W. CUMPSTON, one of the’
“‘oldest twins In Amerles, died at Portiand, 3 R
. Me., on Wednesday., Mrs, Cumpston and ber !

3L e

T g

" slster, Mre. Mary M. Hademan, were boroj
. duriog the memorable snowstorm of Januaut"if,'
27, 1806. Thelr msalden name was Powell,i
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plant, thoroughly equipped and maintained
in the highest sanitary condition.

Aside from his business, Mr. Butrick is
active in fraternal work, being a member of
Saggahew Lodge, Free and Accepted Ma-
sons; Pentucket Chapter, Royal Arch Ma-
sons; Haverhill Council, Royal and Sclect
Masters, Ilaverhill Commandery, Knights
- Templar, and the Scottish Rite bodies, in-
cluding the thirty-second degree, and is a
member of Aleppo Temple, Mystic Shrine,
at Boston. He is also a member of the De-
nevolent and Protective Order of Llks and
the Knights of Pythias, and socially, of the
Pentucket Club. He is a member of the
West Parish Congregational Church, and is
prominent in its work.

Mr. Butrick married, in 1908, L. Agnes
Callahan, of Haverhill, who, as mentioned
above, is active in business.

ARTHUR WEBSTER WEST—Philan-
thropist and man of affairs, Arthur \Webster
West was for many years an important and
familiar figure in the life of Salem. He in-
herited wealth and distinguished position but
he keenly felt the responsibilities which ac-
company them, and his fine public spirit and
enlightened social conscience made.his ca-
reer beneficial to his community.

Mr. West was born in Salem on August
24, 1861, a son of Benjamin A. and Nancy
(Downing) West. Fis father was a leading
merchant of Salem at the height of the city’s
commercial prosperity and his vessels plied
the seas in the China and East Indian trade
and visited the ports of the world.

Arthur Webster West was cducated in
‘Salem public schools and subsequently spent
two years at Harvard, ¥le inherited his
father’s large estate but never engaged in
business, devoting himself to the manage-
ment of his private interests and to the
~many civic activities in whose constructive
influences it was the privilege of his com-
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long period and for a dozen year. of woe

munity to share. Mr. West wits a mempedR !
of the Salem Board of Aldermen over Al

was an overseer of the poor. lie l.roua\\-r 1
these duties the fidelity and fine qalemss
which always distinguished him and whe '
he resigned from the board he wag gwe
a testimonial dinner at the Salewm Club b
his associates, in appreciation of s unselfisH
service. As one of the “City Father "he wases
alwavs progressive in his outlook i yr was
largelv through his insistence that hoﬁpm{
treatment was furnished, when needed Socs
the inmates of the city home,
Mr. West was deeply interestod o -thed
Salem Ilospital and his cfforfs on hehal§of
this institution endeared him (o all-g peo
ple of Greater Salem. For twenty ‘\c,;,-s»g
was a trustee and later was president f he
hospital, during which time it grew$com;
its make-shift quarters in a remodeled .Jue /) ;ﬂ
ing to a commodious establishment oecupy
ing its own modern building, cquippid vtk
every facility to relieve sulfering and Cureff
disease. Mr. West not only formulared 114
forward-looking policy of the institutin byt
personally kept in charge the overseong of &%
all details and finances of the hospital, ~ He
gave unsparingly of his time and Chietgy AN
this work and made many substantisdicon
tributions to the causc. 1lis talents g8 g
organizer and as a leader of the varied . gom
munity interests of Salem were well Qe
ognized. :
Mr. West had numerous other loey' ¢on
nections. For fiftcen vears he was a direc
tor of the Naumkeag National Bank anmd ev
the end of that time assumed the dimes oﬂ‘;
the presidency, serving to fill a vacanc ms?_
a permanent successor could he cfecred. §
Thereafter, he continucd to give his valu&
ble counsel and sound judgment to the yraw -f
agement of the bank's affairs. Tn 133.4/)\ g
became a trustee of Harmony Grove (eme -
tery and in 1902 was chosen president .o A

1
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“§oliice he occupied until his death. Tn this,
2 his other active interests, he served

4 with devotion and success, and was instru-
.4 watal in having the chapel and the crema-
",i:i Torv of the cemetery built.  Their useful-
“gwesin later years proved his foresight and
¥ Mgment many times over. Mr. West was
falso 0 member of the Essex Institute from
¥ 1% until his death and was a director of
. $Twsociety. e was a member of the Salem
“FParine Society and was always very proud

husfather who was“active in the society
“Flr many vears. Mr. West attended the
Fnal (hurm of Salem. He was generous

Rt they occupied his personal attention,
"ol was a constant friend to the poor and
gredy of the community.,

On April 13, 1886, Arthur Webster \West
mariicd Emily C. Fessenden, of Salem,
dowghter of Dr. Joseph P. and Anna (Tit-
Jcomb) Fessenden, who survives him,

§ M West died in Salem on April 20, 1925,
frduwed with large abilities, he was suc-
cessint in whatever he undertook, and in
aff the activities of his life exemplified the
hgheat type of citizenship. To a rare degree
sofioyed the esteem and confidence of his
fellws and was greatly beloved for his ten-
deress of heart, his ready sympathy and
vilailing kindness.

4 GEORGE W. RICHARDSON—As a suc-
il manufacturer and later prominent in
wiing circles, George W, Richardson has
4 to oceupy a prominent and influential
i in the social, civic and business life
i Newburyport,

- Richardson, a native of the State of
“warhusetts, was born in Jamaica Plain,
‘v o5, 1861, the son of William H. and
“eees S, (Coffin) Richardson, His father,

% of hat membership, m which he succeeded

i« deceased, for a number of years en-
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gaged in the wholesale mercantile business .

and during the Civil War was a member of
the Boston Light Infantry. Mr. Richardson

received his early education in the public -

schools of his native community and later
attended business college. After completing
his studies he entered the novelty and comb
manufacturing business, establishing the G.
W. Richardson Company in Newburyport,
He directed the activities of this business
until 1919, when a disastrous fire completely

destroyed his plant. Shortly after this calam-

ity he turned his attention to the banking
business, becoming president of the Qcean
National Bank, During his administration
the Ocean National Bank absorbed the First
National Bank and changed its name to the
First and Ocean National Bank, of which
institution he became chairman of the board.
Tn 1923 he was elected president of the New-

buryport live Cents Savings Bank, a rela- .
tion which continued until 1934, when he.

resigned because of poor health. His inter-
ests have not been limited solely to this
phase of the business life of the community,
for he has also served in an advisory capac-
ity to many of the leading enterprises here,
among them the Towle Manufacturing Com-
pany, of which he was a member of the
finance committee for a number of years and
later president for two years.

In his social activities he has become 1den-
tified with the leading organizations, hold-
ing memberships in the Dalton Club, the
Newburyport Chamber of Commerce, where
he had the honor of serving as first treas-
urer, the Ould Newbury Golf Club, the Old-
town Country Club, and the Union Club of
Boston. During the World War he was
manager of the four Liberty Loan drives
that were conducted here, and for the splen-
did work he accomplished in this connection
he received a certificate of recognition for
his services. G e
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12 Chestnut Street

Notes:(found after the completion of the report)

"Eriscilla S. (Hodges) Clark daughter of Jonathan and Elizabeth (Ropes)
born Nov. 4, 1799, married John Clark, Sept. 4, 1821, died at Salem
Oct. 12, 1882. ZElected a member of the Essex Institute June 1, 1864.
Mr. Clark son of John and Lydia (Sanderson) was born in waltham
March 14, 1796, gr. Harvard Coll. in 1816, soon after graduation
was a teacher of a private school, in Salem, for several years;

1824 merchant in Boston; 1830 agent of Merrimac Manf. Co. Lowell;
1848 Treasurer of Great Falls Manf. Co, place of residence, sSalem,
where he died Jan. 28, 1851." (Essex lnstitute Annual Report 1882)

Gazette 1845:
West 4 of brick dwelling house #12 Chestnut St. formerly occupied by

E. Wheelwright. For rent.
B. Merrill (agent)



JONATHAN HODGES HOUSE

Chestnut Street
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NATHANTEL BOWDITCE (1773-1838) 13

must be artributed to politics too, for Harvard College was
distinetly Federalist in sentiment. The change to the
First Church was a natural step, for Dr. Prince no less
than Dr. Bentley had been Bowditeh's friend and adviser
from the davs of his apprenticeship, and at that early time
had given him access 1o the books of the Philosophical
Library, which were kept at his house.

No. 15. The second Jonathan Hodges House. The search
for Bowditeh’s next residence has been interesting. He
himself supplied the first clue. In Library Life, the Staff
Bulletin of the Boston Publie Library, Vol. LV, No. 5. 15
February 1923, p. 54, there is printed for the first time
Bowditeh's manuseript account of his observation of the
solar eclipse of June 18086, in which he says: “The observa-
tlons were made in the garden adjoining the house of Mr.
Hedges in whick T then lived.” Alr. Henry Noyes Otis,
after trying in vain to find the house of Mr. Hedges, sug-
gested that this might be a mlsprmt for Mr. Hod(res‘ and
an examination of the original manuseript (B. P. L. AfSS.
**E. 5111, 29.) showed that this was the case. In the
mean time it was found that in the printed account of the
event (A, A A. CITI0 10 1809) Bowditeh said: “T made
p*cpararmn\ for the observation in the garden adjoining
the house, in which T reside. near the northcm part of
Summer street. Salem.” This shows that “in which T then
lived” does not imply “from which I have now moved.” but
means “in which T was living by that time” (1808} and
that he was 3till living there in 1808 when he wrote the
published account. With these two clues the house was
not hard to find. Jonathan Hodges bought from Samuel
Holmwan a lot of land on the North side of Chestnur Street,
a little west of the corner of Cambridge Street, 27 Decem-
ber 1302, and here he built his houze (F. K. p. 112.).
The date of the building is sometimes given as 1804, but
it is included among the houses built or finished in 1805
in a list published in the Salem Gazette of 4 February
1806 (E. I 1. ) Chestnut Streer was doubled in
width to 80 feet, the work being completed 10 December
1804 (R H. W.op. 2.3, so it was prulab}_v after this date
that the first brick houses were begun. the Hodgez house

being one of the first two brick houses cu Chestnur Street
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(R. I W. p. 10.). The plans of the architect, Samuel
MelIntire, show it as a double house with three doors, one
each n the middle of three sides, South (front), West and
North (back), and three staireases (1. K., plans.). Just
when Bowditeh moved in is nncertain.  His first child was
born i January 1805 and it is unlikely that the honse
wasg ready for ocenpancy so early, but it is referred to in
an advertisement of August 1805 (R, H. W. p. 10.). We
do know that he was living there by June 1806, and at this
time had but one child. By this time Jonathan Hodges
was the father of seven children, so the Bowditeh family
probably occupied only a part, and not a full half, of this
double house.  Just why, in deseribing the location of
: his post of observation in June 1806, Bowditeh did not
use the name of Chestnut Street js not elear, for the street
had received ife name by 17906, being then a new street,
! (B. Do dL 189 The hounse is standing and in good
condition, though greatly altered from its oviginal state;
it 15 now a aingle bhouse and almost all of the MeIntire
decoration has been removed, but this was done nany
years ago. s number on Chestnut Street is 12, next hut
one {o the corner of Cambridge Street, and behind it i
a beautiful garden. The identifieation of this house has a
certain terest in councetion with the study of the solar
eclipse of 1806 and the observed latitnde and longitude
of Satem. 1t also has a genealogieal intevest, for ehildren
ab that time were horn at home, not in hospitals, so that
we may pretiy sately give the places of hirth of the child-
ren of Nathaniel and Mary Bowdjteh,  Nathaniel Tnger-
1 soll Bowditel, the first child, was horn 17 January 1805,
. presumably in the Boardman house, now No, 892 Washing-
“ ton Square Fast.  The second, third and fourth children
3 —dJonathan Ingersoll Bowditeh, horn 15 Octoher 1808,
Henry Ingersoll Bowditeh, horn 9 August 1808, and
Charles Ingersoll Bowditeh, horn 1 December 1809—must
have heen born in the TTodges house, now No. 12 Chestnut
Street.  This sapplies an item missing in Dr. Vincent
Y. Bowditeh's acconnt of his father, Life and Correspond-
ence of HHewry Ingersoll Bowditeh, 1902,

No. 16. lis final residence in Salem.  On the 6th day
of May 1811 Nathaniel Bowditech bought from William
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