
 

 

 

38 Putnam Street 

Salem, Massachusetts 01970 

  

 Built in 1859 

by Frazier C. Foote, tanner and teamster, and Mary Foote, his wife 

 

 

 

Researched and Written by David Moffat – April 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Date Conveyed by Conveyed to Property Amount Doc Book Page 

11 Jul 

1842 

James B. Mann, 

housewright 

Frazier C. Foote, 

tanner 

“a certain 

parcel of 

land” 

$625 Deed 334 129 

 

23 Jul, 

1853 

William F. Nichols, and 

Joseph F. Nichols 

Mary Foote, 

mother of Mary 

E. Sweetser 

“a lot of 

land situate 

in Salem” 

$132 Deed 481 265 

 

15 

Dec 

1875 

George F. Foote Mary E. Sweetser “the 

following 

pieces of 

land with 

the 

buildings 

thereon” 

$1 and 

other 

good and 

sufficient 

considera

tion paid 

Deed 943 129 

16 Feb 

1876 

John C. Foote, of East 

Derry New Hampshire 

Mary E. Sweetser “a lot of 

land with 

the 

dwelling 

house 

thereon” 

$500 Deed 949 10 

7 Dec 

1904 

James D. Osgood and 

Evelyn A. Osgood, his 

wife 

Mary A. Cooper “a certain 

parcel of 

land with 

the 

buildings 

thereon” 

$1 and 

other 

valuable 

considera

tions 

Deed 1767 323 

15 Jul 

1922 

Mary A. Cooper John J. 

Hennessey 

 

“the land 

in said 

Salem, 

with the 

buildings 

thereon” 

Consider

ation 

Paid 

Deed 2522 482 



 

24 Jun 

1937 

Charles J. Hennessey, 

heir-at-law of John J. 

Hennessey 

Katherine 

Hennessey 

“my two-

thirds 

interest as 

heir with 

Quitclaim 

Covenants 

the land in 

said 

Salem, 

with the 

buildings 

thereon” 

Consider

ation 

Paid 

Deed 3114 47 

31 

Aug 

1978 

Ann J. Hennessey Louise F. Durkin “the land 

in the 

Salem with 

the 

buildings 

thereon” 

Consider

ation 

Paid 

Deed 6511 377 

31 

Aug 

1978 

Louise F. Durkin Anne J. 

Hennessey 

“the land 

in the 

Salem with 

the 

buildings 

thereon” 

Consider

ation 

Paid 

Deed 6511 378 

16 

Mar 

2020 

John G. King, Special 

Personal Representative 

of the estate of Ann 

Jacqueline Hennessey 

Einer and Marisa 

Lindholm 

“38 

Putnam 

Street” 

 

$301,000 Deed 38346 583 

21 Sep 

2021 

Einer Lindholm, 

married, and Marisa 

Lindholm, unmarried 

Emmanuel 

Steiner and Lisa 

Elizabeth 

Croteau 

“the land 

in Salem 

with the 

buildings 

thereon” 

$655,000 Deed 40298 444 

 

Other Notes: 

 

MACRIS: r. 1865, between 1851 and 1874 

William H. H. Sweetser House 

“38 Putnam Street is an unusual blend of the Greek and Gothic 



 

Revival styles; the Gothic Revival style was rare in Salem. The 

house is 1 1/2 stories high, with a gable roof , broadside to the 

street. The five bay facade has a center entry flanked by 1/2 

paneled sidelights and surrounded by fluted pilasters and an 

entablature. Window sash are 2 / 1. Two Gothic Revival gables, each 

containing 2/1 window, are symmetrically placed on the facade . 

The west elevation possesses a one-story entry ell with stuccoed 

foundation, cornice returns and triangular window in the gable 

end. The east elevation has flush eaves. 

 

Putnam Street is one of the earlier streets in the Gallows 

Hill area, laid out by 1851. This house is depicted on the 1874 

atlas as the property of William H . H . Sweetser, a leather tanner. 

The house remained in his possession as late as 1897. Unfortunately, previous occupants of the 

house are unknown.” 

 

Reasoning for the Date of 1859:  

As noted in the MACRIS entry for 38 Putnam, it does not appear that the current house was 

standing in 1851 when a map of Salem’s houses was first produced. George F. Foote and his 

wife Mary Cheever Foote moved to Salem from Lynn between 1837 and 1844, presumably 

around November 9th, 1844, when Frazier sold to Samuel P. Cheever a lot of land at Woodend 

in Lynn.  

When, in November of 1842, Frazier bought the initial piece of land on the corner of what would 

become Hanson and Putnam Streets, there was no house present. That land was enlarged in 1853 

with the purchase of a second parcel by Mary, though the 1858 deed with their son John C. 

indicates that the dwelling house at that time fit on the 1842 parcel.  

The transition between 1859 and 1861 in the Salem Directory from identifying the home of the 

Fraziers as “house rear 93 Boston Street,” which it had been since 1846 to “corner Hanson and 

Putnam Streets,” indicates a change. Hanson and Putnam Streets had their names by 1857, as 

indicated in the directory that year and 1859 that Hanson Street began at 93 Boston Street. and 

that Putnam ran from Hanson to Proctor Court. So the change was likely in the house itself.  

In 1859, Frazier bought and mortgaged a rectangular parcel of land on Hanson Street, with 50 

feet of frontage. In the same deed he purchased a lot of land in Beverly. as well. In 1859 and in 

1864, Frazier and Mary mortgaged the house to the Salem Workingman’s Loan (592:85; 

663:162).  



 

 
Further land on Hanson Street purchased by Foote in 1859. 

 

Biographical Info on the Footes 

 

Frazier C. Foote was born in Bradford, MA to Caleb Foote and Sarah Carleton. His birth is not 

recorded in the vital records of the town, but his presumptive siblings’ are: two sisters: Athelia 

(1787), Barsinia (1789), and three brothers: Samuel (1783), Frederik (1785), Barnard (1791). 

Frederick died at age 2 in 1787. 

 

On November 18th, 1832, the marriage intention in Lynn was published between Frazier C. 

Foote and Mary Cheever of Lynn.  

John Calvin Foote was born in 1834 in Lynn. 

Moses Frazier Foote was born in 1837 in Lynn. 

George F. Foote was born 1844 in Salem. 

Mary E. Foote was born in 1847 in Salem. 

 

The 1850 Federal census shows Fazier and Mary living together- he is 44 and she is 47. He is a 

tanner. The children are John C., Moses F., George F. and Mary E., ages 16, 12, 6, and 3. John 

C. is working as a clerk.  

 



 

The 1855 Massachusetts census shows Frazier and Mary living together, with his profession 

listed as tanner and teamster. He was 50 and she was 52. Their children were John C., 21, a 

currier, Moses, 18, a teamster, Franklin, age 11, and Mary E., age 8. 

 

The 1865 Massachusetts census shows Frazier and Mary living together and lists his profession 

as a teamster. He was 58 and she was 62. Living with them are John C. Foote, 30, and George F. 

Foote, 21, both curriers, and Mary E. Foote, age 17. 

 

He died in Salem, aged 63 on  April 10, 1870 of erysipelas, a skin infection. According to 

findagrave.com,he is buried in Lot 1224, Grave 1 on Forest Ave in Harmony Grove Cemetery. 

 

Probate of Mary Foote, 1875 #39259 

1904: Evelyn A. Osgood and Mary A. Cooper were the only heirs at law of Mary E. Sweetser.  

 

Mary E. Foote Sweetser died of pneumonia aged 49 on December 21, 1896. 

 

These Footes do not appear in Foote family, comprising the genealogy and history of Nathaniel 

Foote, of Wethersfield, Conn., and his descendants; also a partial record of descendants of 

Pasco Foote of Salem, Mass., Richard Foote of Stafford  County, Va., and John Foote of New 

York City, a 1907 genealogy by Abram William Foote. 

 

Directories: 

1842: F.C. Foote, tanner, 42 Boston Street (p. 30) 

1846: Frazier C. Foote, tanner, house rear 95 Boston Street (p. 44) 

          Young F. Waldron & Joseph F. Waldron, curriers, houses rear 95 Boston, 

           Walker, Samuel, tanner, house rear 95 Boston (p. 118) 

 John C. Bott, currier, Pope’s Court, h. 95 Boston (p. 15)  

1851: Frazier C. Foote, tanner, house rear 95 Boston Street (p. 74) 

1853: Frazier C. Foote, tanner, house rear 93 Boston Street (p. 74) 

1855: Frazier C. Foote, tanner, house rear 93 Boston Street (p. 73) 

1857: Frazier C. Foote, tanner, house rear 93 Boston Street 

 John C. Foote, currier, boards rear 93 Boston (p. 92) 

 Stephen Browne, black smith, house rear 93 Boston (p. 63) 

 Ann McMann, house rear 93 Boston (p. 128) 

1859: Frazier C. Foote, tanner, house rear 93 Boston Street  

 John C. Foote, currier, boards rear 93 Boston Street (p. 96) 

1861: Frazier C. Foote, tanner, house Putnam, corner Hanson 

John C. Foote, boards Putnam corner Hanson (p. 87) 

1864: Frazier C. Foote, teamster, house Putnam corner Hanson  

          John C. Foote, boards Putnam cor. Hanson (Band, 1st Heavy Artillery) (p. 96) 



 

1869: No William H.H. Sweetser 

1872: “Sweetser William H. H. tanner, house Putnam, cor. Hanson” p. 179 

1874: “Sweetser William H. H. tanner, house Putnam, c. Hanson” p. 182. 

 

 
Death Record of Frazier C. Foote, 1870 

 

 

 

 
1842 Deed (334:129) 

 



 

 
1853 Deed (481:265) 

 

 
1876 Mortgage Deed (109:11) 

 



 

 
1851 Atlas- area of the house 

 



 

 
1872 Atlas 

 

 



 

1874 Atlas- 24 Putnam Street Wm H. H. Sweetser) 

 

 
1897 Atlas- 38 Putnam Street (W.H.H. Sweetser) 

 



 

 
1903 Atlas- 38 Putnam Street 

 



 

 
1911 Atlas- 38 Putnam (Mary A. Cooper) 

 



 

 
1938 Atlas- 38 Putnam Street 

 

 



 

 
 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


