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PROPERTY 10 Monroe Street, Salem, Massachusetts 

10/19/193.5 - Thomas G. Rice and Mary N. Rice bought from Edgar J. Rich 
and Alice Atwood Coil Adm. o/e/o Alice Osborne Atwood 

4/1/1899 

4/9/1874 

- Alice o. Atwood from Maty Ann Bertram 

- Mary Ann Bertram from Mary E. Gould who inherited 
from her father Robert W. Gould deed. 1873 

9/29/1826 - Robert W. Gould from Richard Wheatland from 
execution of a debt by law suit - damage 

Ex. & Dep. 

9/4/1809 - Richard Wheatland from Benjamin Carpenter 

10/?l/1801- Benjamin Carpenter from Sarah Fisk 
"lot of land, Northwesterly running westerly on 
Federal St. 103 feet, westerly running southerly 
on land of Nehemiah Buffington measuring 9.5 feet, 
2 1/2 inches, southerly on land of said Sarah Fisk 
running Eastwardly 76 feet 4 1/2 inches, easterly 
on land of Obid Dickerson running Northwardly 112 
feet, 11 inches to the first mentioned bounds at 
the fence now standing". (No mention of any 
buildings) 

3/22/1802 - Benjamin Carpenter SOLD to Margaret Murphy 
($1,500.00) 
"Westerly on Federal St. 103 feet, running 
southerly on land of Nehemiah Buffington 9.5 feet 
southerly on land of widow Sarah Fisk running 
eastwardly 76 feet 41/2 inches, easterly on 
land of Obid Dickerson etc. 112 feet to first 
mentioned bounds etc ••••• WITH BUJLDING THEREON 
ON LAND WHICH I purchased from Sarah Fisk in 
(1801) book 6170 page 14.5. 

Thinking that perhaps the last entry was the 11key" 
by t.ha t I mean the mortgage to build the house I 
sent the above information to Mrs. Rice. Subsequently, 
she said the house was a much earlier period according 
to Mr. Edwin Small (circa 17.50). · So, I went back to 
the Registry of Deeds in Salem and could find no 
entry of a house on that particular site previous 
to the above mentioned time. 

I then went to the Essex Institute and puured through 
books and papers there)i.e. Bentley's Diary etc. -
came up with nothing. 

Mr. David Proper suggested that I return to the 
Registry of Deeds and look for a HOUSE that perhaps 
had been purchased by Mr. Benjamin Carpenter and the 
following is what I uncovered. 
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10 Monroe Street, Salem Massachusetts Contd. 

2/14/1800 

9/3/1778 ... 

- Francis BOVfden Dennis sold to Benjamin Carpenter 
his MANSION HOUSE AND BARN w.i. th land under and 
adjoining in Northfields so-called bounding 
easterly on highway leading do'W!'l to great bridge 
so called and there measures 46' It 1/2 11, southerly 
on land late of Joseph Pickering 70' 811, westerly 
on meadow land formerly of Nathaniel Ropes, Esq. 
deceased 421 1/211 and northerly •••..•• the premises 
being the same which I purchased of Joseph Felt 
September 3, 1778 

"I, Francis B. Dennis, to secure the payment of my 
pr<ll!isory note hereinafter mentioned and in con­
sideration of $5.00 paid to me by Benjamin Carpente.r 
of Salan, aforesaid merchant, the receipt of which 
I do hereby acknowledge and to hereby give(there 
followed description of property) recorded in 
book #136 page 102) together with all my right 
in law or Equity to redeem the 1/3 part of the 
premises by payment of $400 and interest to Elias 
Grant or his assigns according to my mtge. thereof 
to said Elias 8/18/1797 recorded in book #162, page 
220, and rogether with all my right in law or 
equity to redeem 2/3 part of premises by payment 
of $794 and interest to Cornelius Thompson 8/18/1797 
recorded in book #162 page 220 •" 

As previously stated Mr. Carpenter purchased the 
land in 1801, and that in 1802 he owed Margaret 
Crowinshield Murphy $1500.00 as a mtge. of land 
and dwelling house on Federal St~eet. The m~ge. 
was fully paid on Sept. 7, 1810 as acknovdedged 
by Margaret Murphy Mansfield and William Mansfield. 
(Her husband, John Murphy having deceased in 1800. 
She re-married in 1809.) 
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Book 
Joseph Felt sold to Francis Bcwden Dennis for Boo lbs. 136 
11my MANSION HOUSE AND BARN "With land under and adjoining 
in the Northfield so called in said Salem butting easterly 
on highway leading down to the great bridge so called 
and there measured 46 t 4 1/2 11, southerly on land late 
of Joseph Pickering deceased, 70' 811, westerly on 
meadow land of Nathaniel Ropes Esq. 42 l/2t and 
Northerly on land of James Punchard by a straight line 
to the way aforesaid together with all improvements 
thereon and priviledges etc ••••• 11 
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10 Monroe Street, Salen, Massachusetts cont.d 

4/10/1762 - John Ulmer of Marblehead sold to Joseph Felt 
"my MANSION HOUSE and piece of land under and 
adjoining it for 80 lbs. on April 10, 1762. 11 

(There followed the same description of land 
as will be f ourrl in drawing at bottom of 
this page in the last entry. This drawing 
was found in that entry.) 

" ••• to REMOVE bake house on said land and 
next dwelling house OFF from said land for 
his own use with the bricks of the chimney 
in said bake house but not the windows in 
said bake house nor the rocks under it yet 
if said bake house be not removed before 
the last dq-y- of October next, this reservation 
is to have no effect and said self in this 
case is to hold the same to his own use. 

Book 
107 

9/20/1757 Ebenezer Hawkes sold to John Ulmer of Marblehead 106 
for 12 lbs. a piece of land lying and being 
at the southerly end of said town ••••••••• 

Watson•s land - about 110 feet 
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Street 
41 feet 

middle div. lots 
55 feet 

44 feet 
way to Spring ,...-7i'l,__ _ __,.,~5_0...,.....f_e~et---..,,,__-=----' 

( Proctor •s land 
8 feet 

(Although the drawing is out of proportion, 
the figures are correct.) 

The above entry is the "beginning" that I traced 
back to. 
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Mrs. Thomas G. Rice 
10 Monroe Street 
Salem, Massachusetts 

Dear Mary: 

August 13, 1965 

I have read with much interest Joan Bailey's excellent 
research on your title. When all is said and done, I am 
very much afraid that you are going to have to rely upon 
stylistic analysis alone. There really can be no assurance 
in connection with moved houses unles s we have some _ speci­
fic reference to the moving. Surely there was no house 
on your lot before 1801, and if Ed Small says the house 
is earlier, then you can be sure it is. There are a num­
ber of little details about old houses, as you well know, 
which, if· present, allow us to pinpoint the date with some 
accuracy, and when I am next in Salem, perhaps you will 
let me go over the house from top to bottom in an effort 
to see if we can't give you a more or less specific date. 

With best regards, 

Assistant Director 

ALC:ep 



Mrs. Themas Rice 10 }.funroe St.; Salem,.Mass. 

Easex County R.egistr;y o.r Deeds: 
1~ok lea£ Grantee Gran tor 

12 

i.574 . 63 

901 100 

Thorcas C• Rice 
ux, .~&lry 

10/19/1935 

- .· '. 

Edgar J. PJ.ch and Alica 
Atwood Cost Adm. lt/w/e 
of Est• of Alice Osborne 
Atwood . 

Alice Osborne Atwood . '!Jary A• furtram 
ux o.f &ank Atwood widow 

4/1/1899 

Macy .Ann Bert.ram, ux Mary E. Gould 
of John Bertram singlewoman 

4/9/1874 

180 · 256 . F.obert Yfatts Gould John Gould and 

8/24/i8o7 

Y!ar<j c. Ckiuld (John •s 
mother) 

Mote: John Gould was .father of P..obert 
Watts C"O\lld. MartJ c. Oould was mother 
of John C~uld and ux (widow) o:r Ja.mew 1 

Wood Gould. John Gould owned 3 U.lldivtt<ied 
7ths of lot and dwelling. Mary, his mother, 
in this deed released her rights to this 
land and house to grandson, P.ot>,_rt Watts Gould. 

£esoription 

"Land with buildings thereon 
10 mnroe st., Salem• 
&gfoning Easterly Corner 
of £lederal and L'\lnroe Sta. 
First course ia southerly 
on the easta~ly li."le of Munroe 
st. 70.5 rt.; thence easterly 
on a line at an angle of BJ~ 
46 fi• With the fi.rst course. 
57•8 ft• by land now or formerly" 
of Mary A• Bertram; thence on . , 
a. line at an angle of. l 7ci>9' .ft.; 
with the first course, 45.5 .ft~ 
by land now or t ormerly of' 
SpenceJ thence on a line at an 
angle or 174° 20 n. with the 
.first course 40 f't• to a p-oint. 
in the souther1y 11.'le of Federal 
st • .; thence on the southerly libe 
o.f Federal St. 69.1 .ft• to the . 
point oi'·beginning (4940 sq • .ft.) 

. bei.l"lg the same prenises convej-ed 
to Al.ice Osborne Atwood by deed 
or D!E.ry Ber-tram dtd• 4/1/1899." 

same description as above 

0 '.fue messuage in said Salem bound~ 
northerly by Federal St.~· Westerly 
by Munroe St._, southerly by land 
of Glover) and easterly by land · 

. of Ward. The premises. baving 
been inherited by m:L .from 'fDY late 
.father Robert w. Gould."··· 
(Rbt. died 1873) 

"Lot in Salem bounded2 northwester], 
in Federal. St.-~ southwesterl;r on 
land of Jonathan Ireland, south­
easterly on land 0£ .Benjamin Ropes 
Ea.sterl,y on land .formerly or 
Jonathan Ropes ............. . 
dwelling house upon the same lot o 
land conveyed to my grandfather, 
Nathaniel. Gould"by deed dated 
August l.6, 1781 



page 2 
Mrs. Thomas O. Rice 10 Munroe St., Salem, traas. 

Fssex C_ounty Registry of Deeds: 

Book leaf Grantee Gran tor Description 

·180 256 (Gould) (Gould) 
cont:in uing 

Grandmother, ~ .. however, retained life 
tenancy in the house. She died 9/19/1849 
age 86. She was daughter of F..obert 

1J8 240/l 

and Hannah Watts. 

l~athaniel Goulid: Benjamin Ropes 
ux, Rebecca ' . ux; Ruth 

. 8/16/1761 

i. 

"A piece of land - house lot 
lying on back or !Jew street 
in Bal.em containing about 27 · 
rods bounded as foll.owss .north­
wester)3 on said New street 4 pole: 
18 links,, southwesterly 6 poles 
on land of Jonathan Ireland, 
eoutheaster!Y' 9 1/2 rods on land 
of Benjamin Ropes, eaterly 7 
poles on. land of Jonathan Ropes. 

******************** 
Essex County Registry of Deeds, Vital Records: 

Nathaniel Oould married Rebeeoa Wood - April 24, l 76o. Ee was a cabinetmaker. 
children: 

James Wood, born - 3/15/1761 
John · · n 10/16/1763 
Joseph " 9/ 24/1769 
P.ebecca 1774 

. . ·Thomas " 4/ 6/1766 
f?athaniel Gould died in the same year he purchas~ la.nd from Ropes; .12/6/1781 deceased; 

· · Probate Off ice Docket {}11415: · · · ~ · · · · · · · · · ·· · 
Inventory of 3/10/1782 is enclosed. Plt.::ase note: lot in .~ok street, claboards, 

· · · · · · bricks,. tiles, etc. · 

Essex County Registry of Deeds, Vital Recordss eldest son, James Wood Gould married 
Macy.Watts,, AP.ril 17, 1782. 

City Hall, Salem, Mass. Ta.x P.ecords .for year 1786 (several. previous years are missing} 
shows James Gould paying taxes in Ward 4 .for part of a house. ~d }le :ts listed as eon 
of Nathanial. I also checked several years thereafter, at intervals, he, James, waa 
still paying for the same. 

Mote also the account of Adm. o/e/o Nathaniel Gould 7/20/1807: Rents: Mrs. Ralf , 
Erne.rs.on and I discussed the cost of rentals i..11 those ti.mes. .According to hei- research, 
a house might well be rented .for $100 per yearo A room would perhaps be rented for 
$15 per yearo In the building x or a house,, a widow would certaiJ."lly set aside room/rcoms 
with separate egress for renters to help support her d1 ildren, several of W1 om were minors. 
!-!rs. Emerson is of the opinion that this accounts for perhaps 6 yea.rs' rental of a room 
in the house. 



page 3 

work clone at' 
Essex County· Registry of Deeds; City Hall Tax Records; and Probate Records in Registry. 

Conclusion: 
I believe that Rebecca, after the death of Nathaniel, her husband, went a.,'iead 

with the plans utilizing the help of her son, James who \'las 21 years of age. James married in 
the spring after bis father died. James and his bride lived in the house with ?lothex- Gould, 
brothers and sister - the house being divided 3/7tba to James, 4/7ths to hie mother, the 
widow Pi.ebecca. · · 

When P.ebecca died (1804) her 4/7ths. v1ent to James, the eldest aon who had cared f'or the . 
whole f'~ and his wife Mary Watts Gould. Sometime be.fore 1807 James died, and his son 
John (who had in turn inherited J/7ths of this house from his father's estate) conveyed · 
his inherited port.ion to his son, Robert Watts Gould in 18o7, granti11otber, ~Watts 
Gould releasing her rights for 10 eetits to Robert at that. time. Mary remaL--ied in house 
till she died (see page 2). ·Robert was married at the time., his wif'e's name was .Bets.r. 

~searcher: Joan Eail~ · 1, 
120 Federal. St. 
Salem, Mass. . 

. . 

July 101 1967 .for Historic Salem, Inc. 
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