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18 Webb Street 

"Webb street was laid out about 1800, and was called a highway 

leading from Derby street to Essex street, 1801; and Webb street 

since 1810." (Essex Antiquarian, vol. 9 pg. 162) 

Originally a narrow road,Webb street was widened in 1835. "John 

Very removed his fence on the east side of Webb near the Junction 

of Derby street to make Webb 40 feet wide and James Daverause agreed 

to do when Webb street was joined on Essex street.'' (Street ·Department 

book :for the year 1835 stored at the Essex Institute) 

What is now known as Fort Avenue was an ancient shore roa~ called 

East Webb Street. The entrance to this road was on the east side 

of this lot, as indicated in the deed from John and Mary Very to 

Henry P. Hood, Nov. 23, 1839. In this deed M~ and Mrs. Very sold 

to Mr. Hood for the sum of $100, a lot of land but "reserving 

privilege to the well on the premises" 

'/. (, 
·· (book 320 page 119) 

(see also appendix A) 



Apparently Mr. Hood set under way to build a house on his newly 

gained property shortly after its purchase, for the tax records 

assess Henry P. Hood as having an unfinished house in 1839 valued 

at $200. ln 1840 the assessment had risen up to $700 indicating 

the completion of the house by this date. 

On Aug. 26, 1841 Henry P. Hood trader, mortgaged to Ingalls Kittredge 

a physican, of Beverly, for the sum of $800 "all that my dwelling 

house situated on Webb street now occupied by John Low together 

with the land as described in the deed of John Very book 320 page 119." 

(book 326 page 245) 

Dr. Kittredge obtained possession by foreclosing the mortgage on 

Dec. 14, 1844. Even though Henry lost possession the Hood family 

lived in this house and 

to the tax records the 

tenants in 1845 being: 

Abraham Hood 
Henry P.Hood 
Asa Hood Jr. 
Hiram Hood 
David B. Hood 

The 1850 census gives a 

this time: 

Abraham Hood age 
Elizabeth " " 
Henry P. II " 
Catharine " " 
Susan M. " " 
Joseph Preston " 

2nd family 
William L. Hood " 
Ann lVi. II II 

William E. " " 

remained 

house was 

there for many years. According 

numbered as 9 Webb St. with its 

age 32 house $800 
" 33 
" 21 
II 19 

closer insight j_nto the Hood family at 

60 born Mass 
56 " Vt. 
37 Ins. agent " " 
19 " Mass 
16 " " 

5 " Canada 

32 carpenter II Vt. 
24 " Mass 
11 months " " 

In 1856 the tax records note a new tenant: 

Abraham Hood age 70 owner Dr. Kittredge, value $1,000 
Joseph Deffell age 33 



Dr. Ingalls Kittredge died in Beverly on June 17, 1856. Dr. Kittredge 

had a very successful practice, particularly in surgery, which 

extended to the surrounding towns. In politics he was an outspoken 

adherent of the "Anti-Slavery" party, a companion of Sumner, Garrison, 

Phillips, Whittier and other notable men. He was a manager in the 

so called "under-ground railroad," and helped many slaves escape 

to freedom. (History of Essex County, by Hurd) It is worth noting 

that Abraham Hood was also a member of the Anti-Slavery Society, 

but what role he played in this movement is unknown. 

In 1857 the prope~ty was assessed to the estate of Dr. Kittredge 

with the taxes being paid by Mr. Hood. The occupants at this time 

were Abraham Hood age 70, farmer; and Stephen Powers age 32, ,Pilot. 

In the 1860 census the complete family units are listed; 

Abraham Hood age 70 gardener born Mass 
Elizabeth " " 65 " Vt. 
Catherine " " 29 tailoress " Mass 
Sµsan " " 26 11 11 

Joseph Preston II 15 11 Canada 
2nd family 

Stephen Powers " 31 pilot " Mass 
Elizabeth II II 22 11 " 
Jenny II II 2 11 " 
Mary (illegible) 11 Maine 
Jenny Moody II 18 11 Mass 

By 1866 the Powers family had moved out and the house was occupied 

entirely by the Hoods once again; 

9 Webb ~treet - Abraham Hood 
Henry Hood 
David B. Hood 

ag~ 76 
II 51 
11 38 

owner Dr. Kittredge, Beverly 
tax to Hood 
house value $400 
land value 400 

un May 15, 1868 the heirs of the late Ingalls Kittredge, for $1,500 

sold their interest to David B. Hood, housecarpenter, the dwelling 

house on Webb St. now occupied by Hood together with the land and 

all outbuildings thereon, the same described in the deed from John 

C. Very to Henry P. Hood in book 320 page 119. (book 746 page 214) 



Gn May 21, 1868 David B. Hood for the sum of $1,600 conveyed to 

Timothy and Ellen Collins all the land and buildings that were 

conveyed to him by the Kittredge heirs. (book 748 page 180) 

Since this is the last transaction concerning the Hoods, mention 

should be made of the fate of Henry P. Hood, found in a news clipping 

of March 19, 1886: 

"Dr" Henry Hood, the well known old phrenologist. (one who reads 

character by means of the conformation of the skull) who ha$ been 

examining person's bumps for many years in Salem, died at the 

almshouse on Tuesday night at the age of 74. He was born in Vermont 

in 1812 and formerly kept a wood wharf on Allen's Wharf." 

The change in ownership is also reflected in the taxes for the year 

1868: 

9 Webb Street - ~e~Fy-Heea 
.Bavia-B.--Heea 
Timothy Collins 

owner Kittredge now Collins 
house value $800 
land value 400 

The street was renumbered in 1869. 

to #16 Webb Street: 

This house was changed from #9 

9 Webb St. - Timothy Collins 
Michael Collins 

age 45 
" 19 

The 1870 census shows the Collins family: 

Timothy Collins age 50 laborer on wharf 
Ellen " " 48 keeps house 
Jeremiah '' " 22 laborer on wharf 
Charles " " 18 " " 
John " " 13 attends school 
.Bllen " " 9 

2nd family 
Lewis Terrill 
Annie " 

" 
" 

23 laborer 
24 

owner house $800 
land 300 

born Ire. 
" " 
" Mass 
" " 
" " 
" " 
" " 
" " 

1873 his property Mr. Collins purchased the 

was comprised of what was 

fl6.Timothy Collins 
Thomas Pope 

adjoining land and by 

then #16-22 Webb St: 

age 55 - owner Timothy 
" 43 

Collins ·house $1,000 
land 300 

fl8-20 vacant land 300 
ff 22 Edward H. Boston 

\.see appendix B) 



Tragedy struck the Collins family on Nov. 14, 1875, as recounted in 

a news article at the time: 

"Another fatal accident occurred in Salem on Thursday evening. 

Mrs. Ellen H. Collins, a lady of 52 years, came down from Boston 

in the 5 P.M. train, and got•off the cars before the train stopped. 

She was seen by a brakeman, who shouted to her not to get off just 

then; but it appears that she was hard of hearing and probably did 

not hear the caution. She stepped off backwards and falling, rolled 

under the train. Mr. Flint, the brakeman, jumped after her and 

attempted to draw her out, but the wheel had caught her clothing 

and he was unsuccessful. Both trucks of the rear car ran over 

and crushed her legs. The train was still in ten seconds. 

The unfortunate woman was taken to Salem Hospital, where she 

received surgical aid, but she died at about 7 o'clock. An inquest 

was held and a verdict was returned in accordance with t:Pe facts;" 

Major street changes were made in 1877 which directly effected 

this hous~ Not only was the street changed from one side of the 

house to the other, but was directed right through the back of the 

house. This_accounts for the strange angle on the Fort Avenue side 

of the building. This deformity is evidence of its close call with 

total destruction. The Qalem Gazette followed the progress of the 

road in its March issue: 

March 20, 1877 - "New Salem Neck Road designed to promote 

convenience and greater safety in approaching oalem Neck, now 

visited by many thousands of people, in barges, and otherwise, 

during the summer months. The present route to Salem Neck is the 

straight course through Derby street- those going by way of Essex 

street turning into Derby street at the railroad crossing through 

$ast Webb street. There are some half a dozen railroad tracks at 

this point, which is quite near to the wharf, and one or two 

shifting engines, and when business is thriving the cars are backing 

and passing over these tracks, which are, besides destructive to 

wheels, and require very careful-driving to pass them in safety. 
To obviate this difficulty, new routes have been proposed, which 

have been abandoned as being very costly. The present plan is to 



strike out a road through the nest of old dwellings to the west of 

the present road. This does not avoid crossing the tracks, but it 

reduces the number to be crossed from 6 or 7 to two; it removes the 

crossing point beyond the constant liability of car shifting; and 

makes a comparatively direct course from the foot of Essex street 

to Neck Gate. The estimated expense, including the damages, is 

$ 5, 4 79 • 7 5 • II 

May 11, 1877 - "The new road on Webb street is progressing. The 

stone work is well along, the filling up is p'rogressing, the corners 

of buildings "standing in the track" are shaved off and other 

buildings are pulled up by the roots,:as a tribute to the march of -

events. A liberal slice is to be shaved off from the lot at the 

Essex street corner, and, during the coming summer and henceforth, 

the sojourner and visitor at Salem Neck will be enabled to drive his 

way thither by a process of graceful sweeps and curves, instead of 

by "turning sharp corners" as heretofore. Whether this improvement 

is one which will actually, gain enough in safety and convenience, 

to pay for its cost, is a fair question with a negative presentation 

not altogether weak; but that the new way of getting to and through 

"Neck Gate" will be unanimously and justly regarded as an improvement 

in itself considered, there can really be no question. The neck 

road has been fixed up quite nicely, and the new location of the 

Horse R.R. over it will certainly be much better for the public, 

and will prove more renumerative to the road. Where one person will 

ride to the Willows in a private carriage, fifty will gq in the cars; 

and one of the benefits of horse car travel is that foot passengers 

may "hop on" when the cars come along. The Willows will probably be 

well patronized this summer." 

The 1880 census: 

Timothy Collins age 63 keeps house born Ire. 
John " II 22 son laborer " Mass 
Nellie II " 19 daughter - dressmaker " II 

2nd family 
Charles Collins II 26 laborer II II 

Kate II II 26 wife II II 

Timothy II II 3 " II 

Annie " " 1 II " 



Timothy Collins died on Sept. 1, 1881. In his probate (#60711) 

the heirs are listed as John A., Margaret 

Collins. The estate was appraised as: 

dwelling house and land 16 Webb St. 
" " " 18 Webb St. 

small triangle on Fort Ave. 
furniture 

T., Nellie B. and Charles J. 

$1,500 
600 

40 
200 

Un Jan. 6, 1885 John A., Margaret~, and Nellie Collins signed their 

shares in the estate to Charles J. Collins for the sum of $600. 

(book 1142 page 191) 

The 1910 tax shows Chalres J. Collins as the owner of - 16 Webb St. 

value $200, 18 Webb St. value $600, land 4500 sq. ft. value $600. 

(Jn Oct. 18, 1935 Charles J. Collins conveyed to M8ry A. and Charles J. 

Collins the land and buildings Lot B lappendix C) part of the 

premises conveyed to my father Timothy Collins by navtd B. Hood 

book 748 page 180. lbook 3054 page 89) 

The property descended down to James E. Harkins, grandchild of 

Charles J. Collins. Mr. Harkins died on May 13, 1963. The inventory 

of Mr. Harkind estate liste.d his real estate as house and land 
' 

Webb and Fort Ave.,valued at $6,250. This house and land was devised 

to the grandchildren of Mr. Harkins: Barbara Harkins, Frances Munroe, 

James Munroe, Sarah Harrington and Mary Boland~ 

Un Aug. 26, 1964 the heirs of James E. Harkins conveyed the land 

and building, being the greater portion of Lot B., to John J. and 

Elizabeth Arundel. lbook 5205 page 54) 

On May 18, 1966 John J. and Elizabeth Arundel sold to Carroll F. 

and Arlene Dickinson the land and building 18 Webb St. the same 

conveyed by deed of Barbara Harkins et. al. \book 5362 page 101) 

After the purchase of the property the house was converted into a 

ceramic studio under the manag~ment of Estelle McNeil. 





Christopher Babbidge House, 46~ Essex Street 

Although almost half of this house was cut away & removed, 
and although its exterior resembles nothing so much as a 
mid-eighteenth century Georgian mansion house, yet there 
is a possibility that this is one of Salem's few remaining 
seventeenth-century houses. 

A brief history of the house was written by the historian 
Sidney Perley, in his History of Salem (vol. II, pps. 309-10), 
as follows (with my own notes interspersed): 
11This lot was probably granted to Christopher Babbidge before 
1683, when he o~med it, having erected a house, in which he 
lived. This house was one of the best in the neighborhood, 
and the staircase is still in use in that section of the house 
which remains upon the original site. 11 Perley provides an 
illustration of the newel post & balustrades of the staircase; 
unfortunately, they are no longer in the house. "Mr Babbidge 
died about 1711, and his son Christopher succeeded him on the 
place. 11 Son Christopher was a cordwainer {shoe-maker). 11 ln 
1717, the building committee of the East or Second Church 
met hera & considered the plans of its first meeting house, 
which was built on the opposite side of the street" on the 
western corner of Essex & Hardy Streets. "Mr Babbidge died 
in 1755, and the adminstratrix of his estate conveyed the 
land and buildings to Richard Derby, the merchant, Nov. 8, 
1757" by deed 105:16. Mr Babbidge 1 s daughter Mehitable ad
ministered his estate, which was worth about 268 li; his 
homestead, "House & Barn & about 60 poles of Land", was ap
praised at 153.6.8 (probate docket #1155). 

Richard Derby, one of the great merchants of his day, evi
dently presented this house to his daughter Mary when she 
married Capt George Crowninshield about 1764; either Mr Derby 
or Capt & Mrs Crowninshield completely remodelled the house 
to its present Georgian appearance. 11 .Mr Derby died in 1783, 
having devised to his daughter Mary Crowninshield this •House 
in which she lately dwelt now occupied by Joseph Noses' 11 who 
was a sailmaker. "Mrs Crowninshield conveyed the estate to 
James Cheever, a merchant, Aug. 24, 1799 11 by deed 165:180, 
for $3500. · 
"Mr Cheever died Sept 23 1839; and his children conveyed the 
buildings and land to Phineas R Weston on June 1, 1840 11 for 
$2,075, with a store thereon, by deed 320:14. "In 1859, Mr 
Weston cut off the eastern end of the house and moved it to 
Grant Street, where it still stands. 11 Grant Street is now 
Kosciusko Street, near Derby Wharf; evidently this other half 



• 

of the house was demolished within the past ten years. "Mr 
Weston's family conveyed the remainder of the house and the 
land to Charles Bowker on July 21, 1885, and Mr Bowker lived 
there until his decease. 11 

Mr Bowkers heirs conveyed the property for $7500 to Ezma. Abdo 
of Salem (along with another piece of real estate) on 1 Sept 
1914, soon after the Salem fire (2276:322). With hundreds 
of people homeless in Salem, Mr Abdo moved the old Babbidge 
house to the back yard, and built the present brick tenement 
at the street-front. He sold the property 29 Nov 1918 to 
Nicolai S Jensen or Worcester (2402:174); on 1 May 1922 Mr 
Jensen sold the premises to Esther Tarlow of Salem (2512:153). 

Mrs Tarlow owned the property for 23.years, selling it to 
Margaret Solovicos of ~alem on 19 July 1945 (3417:597); on 
28 Oct 1946 she granted it to The Solovicos Trust of Salem 
(3519:573). The Solovicos family sold it to the Maguires 
in 1975 (6188:766), and the Messrs Maguire sold it 6 Jan 1976 
to the trustees of Hibbard Realty Trust of Marblehead, the 
present owners (6212:346). 

This is just a preliminary history of this property, and 
draws no definite conclusions about the age of the house. 
Certainly, the remaining original oak chamfered beams tend 
to indicate a building date of 1715 or before--and it seems 
that Christopher Babbidge built a house here by 1664. In a 
ease such as this, where there is· very little documentary 
evidence relating to the house before the 1750s, the con
struction methods & evidence are crucial to assigning a 
date to the building. I would suggest calling in an expert 
on 17th-century construction from the Society for the Preser
vation of New England Antiquities. 

Robert Booth 



CHRISTOPHER BABBIDGE 

Christopher Babbidge (1640?-1711?), a tailor, was the son 
of Roger and Hester Babbidge of Totness, Devonshire, England, 
where he was apprenticed to George l·Iarks, tailor; about 1660 
he married Agnes Triggs of Totness, and in 1661 they came to 
America in the ship Nathaniel; they settled in Salem that 
same year, when their first child, Ruth, was born. 

Mr Babbidge was listed as one who owned a Salem cottage or 
dwelling place in or before 1661; the location of this house 
is not knovm. On 24 Feb 1662 the tm·m of Salem recorded the 
sale of house-lots along the northern side of what is no·w 
lower Essex Street; one of the purchasers was "Mr Babbidge 11 -

Christopher Babbidge. On 24 July 1664 Joseph Porter ·was 
granted a house-lot "next adjoining Lt George Gardner's 
spot of land in the common near Xtopher Babbidge his house ••• " 
and on the same date it was "voted to Anthon;>' Ashby also a 
lot of the same quantity with the range (of lots) where 
Goodman Bavedg (sic) lives, paying for it as others did." 
From .these two items, it is clear that by 1664 Christopher 
Babbidge was living in a house on the lot he'd been granted 
in 1662--the sar.ie lot that this house stands on today. 

By 3 May 1665 Nr Babbidge had been made a freeman, and in 
the next year he served as a grandjuryman--a position 
generally held by the tovm' s leading citizens. Ee would 
go on to serve in the same capacj_ty in 1670, 1675-6, 1678-9, 
and 1681-4. he served as a Salem constable in 1673 and many 
times after, and held many other town offices. By the time 
of the witch trials, he m·med a shop; it was in }1r Babbidge's 
shop that John Proctor was accused of practicing witchcraft. 

Robert Booth 
23 :Mar 1977 
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WE, ROBER!' M. MAGUIRE AIID GIDRGE E. MAGUIRE, M tenants in C01111lCO, both 
of Salem, Essex County, Comnonwealth of MM:mchusetts County, Massachusetts, 

being 'ICMll1t1rried, for consideration paid, and in full rons1<.1eration of Cne Hundred Three Thousand 
Ten Doll~r~ ($103,010.00)----------------------------------------

grants to Williain :•!. Hice nnd Ann M. Rice and Peter W. :lice, Trustees of Hibbard • 
Realty Trust of i'.arblehead, E::;sex Coi.nty, I·'..'1.J3achusetts, a Declaration of' ':'rust ·dated 
ef.Decenber 30, 1975, and recorded hcrc1'fith all of 2 Hibbard ~khxnptt.~ 
P.oad, !f.arblehead, Essex County, ~·!assachu.<Jctts ·!11th Quitclaim Covena'1ts 

the land in Salem, with buildinf:s thereon bounded a'1d described as follcMs: 

(0...cription :ind encumbr•nces, if any) 

The land wlth the buildi.'1{';5 thereon known as mmbers 44, 46 , 
46 l/2, 48 and 50 Essex Street, in said Salem bounded and described as follcws: 

SOU'ffiEASTERLY: 

NORI'HEASTERLY: 

NORIB't!ES'IBRLY: 

SOUTr!WES'IBRLY: 

by Essex Street, about ninety-ooe (91) feet, nine (9) inches; 

by land now or for.rerly of Hayrron, about one hundred forty-nine 
(149) feet; 

by land now or fomerly of Davis about seventy (70) fett; 

by land now or fornerly of the City of Salem, about one hundred 
forty-seven (147) feet, excepting so much thereof.as~~ have 
been tAken by the City of Salem for the prupose of Widening said 
Essex Street. 

For title, see deed of Ha'Tes ;.., • Solovicos and Raymond T. White, Trustees mder the 
will of Ma!'haret Solovicos, dated October 14, 1975, and recorded with the Essex South 
Registry of Deeds, 3ook 6188, Pel.cn;e 766. 

This Parcel is subject to a rrortr:a._'se held by the George Peabody Co~rative Bank, in 
the amount of approx:i!!'ately $65 ,000 ,00, and in a second mrtgage held by Ja".es ~l. 
Solovicos and P.aym::ind T. 11.'!11 te, Trustees under the will of :·mr;aret Solovicos, in the 
arrount of $ 30, 000 • 00, which the buyers agree to pay. 

The documentary stamps necessary are based on the difference between 
$103,010.00 and mortgages assumed of $95,000.00 • 

!~~~:J. r:-:~1~c s·~· -~~ ~ .,,Z,.J.. 'f' (} :::ffiYoi1 
and canoolled on b::ick of this inst1·un2nt 

· ttlttne.ait ... o.ur.. hands and seals this ............. , ......... : ... day of ..... January .................... 19.76 .. 

ROBERI' M. MAGUI:IB ~/~~j ............................ . GEORGE E ~ MAGU~ 
•~~"'"'""l"lf'"""""'"'""'"'"""'""""'"""""""'"' 
(_ ::(' : . .. · ... 1.rlh?¥47~ .................. . ... . .. (.,/ 

ail1e ci!oututnnwrn1tl1 nf 1!tn1111urlµt.arft11 

Essex 
SS. 

' January C l9 76 
Then personally appeared the above named R0!3ERI' M. ti.AGUIRE end GEORGE E, MAGUIRS 

and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be their free act and d!ed._before me 

~a.P.C....Yi~) .................... .. Walter A. Costello,Jr.~ublic->bOC,"(lx~~ 
My con1mi>Sion e•pires June 5, 19131 

(•Individual -Joint Tennnts -Tenants in Common -Tenants by the Entirety.) 

CHAP'I1!R 183 SEC. 6 AS AMENDED BY CHAPTER 497 Of 1969 

EYay dctd pttsentcd for record sh•ll coo11in or have c.idor"'d upon it 1he full nzme, tt0idcncc and post offict 1ddru1 of the 11rant"<" 
and a rcciul of the amount of the foll consideration thereof in dollars or the ruturc ol the other romider.ttion therefor, ii not deiiv<r<d 
for a 1pcci6c monetary sum. The full ronsidnuion >h•ll =ln the tot•I price for the ronvC')·•nce w1iliout d"'!uction for tn7 licru or 
~nrumbranc'1 usum<d by the gran•ce or remaining th<rron. All such tndvnffllents and rccit>h •h•ll be re<orJc.J 11 put ol lhc de<J. 
Failure 10 comply with this section slull not affect the validity u( any dceJ. No resister o( det'th slull "ctt't a ~ for rc<orJing unle>-s 
ii is In rompliancc with the ret1uircm~nts o( this sflion. / rl I /i) / I ----· ESSEX SS. m:co r.. rnm --)/.c.C-:il!..!__d~ 1 '7 <.lJ~ .J.fht p ASL --· -£.Lc-~L I~ST. # / ,y. 
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