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4 Stodder Place
Salem

According to available evidence, this house was built in 1855 by Thomas J.
Gifford and James B. Gifford, carpenters. The first occupants were Capt. Ebenezer
Berry, shipmaster and currier, and his family. Stodder Place was originally known

as Union Place.

On 21 August 1844 Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan M. Farnham of Salem for $300 sold to
brothers Thomas J. and James B. Gifford, Salem housewrights, a piece of land in
North Salem, fronting on the “road leading from Salem to the Iron Factory in
Danvers” (now North Street) (ED 348:4). They received a mortgage from Philip
Chase. The Giffords, in their twenties, were enterprising young men, natives of
North Salem, and carpenters like their father. They decided to build houses in
North Salem on speculation, and bought various parcels of land and put up houses
for sale. They were successful in their plan. The 1851 Mclntyre Atlas of Salem
shows no house on this site, and no lane here from North Street. Later that year,
the Giffords laid out a “private way” which they called Union Place and which was
later named Stodder Place. In September, 1851, they sold off the corner lot,
fronting southerly on the “private way” and westerly on North Street. They
retained ownership of the rest of the land north of the “private way”. Thomas J.
Gifford himself lived nearby on North Street, as did James B. Gifford in another
house; and their brother Rufus lived at 20 Mason Street. Their carpenter’s shop
was located at 30 North Street.

The 1855 Street Book for Salem does not list a house or resident for this (#4) site,
nor is there a listing for “Union Place”; however, the 1855 Salem Directory (based
on 1854 information) does list a “Union Place” here.

On 6 March 1855 the Giffords, carpenters, for $1850 sold to Ebenezer Berry, 37,
Salem master mariner, the dwelling house and all other buildings on a lot on Union
Place (ED 508:268). The lot fronted 79’ 6” on Union Place and was about 60’
deep. It would seem that the Giffords had built this house early in 1855 and had
immediately found a buyer in the person of Capt. Berry. This ended their
connection with the property. The brothers Gifford (Thomas, James, and Rufus)
continued in the building business, and had a lumber yard and mill on the banks of
the North River, at the foot of Carpenter Street. They were notable for their energy
and industry, and all became city councilors at various times. When the eldest,



Thomas J. Gifford, died at 63 in April, 1883, his obituary in the Salem Gazette
(April 5) recounted that he and his brothers had “exhibited a spirit of enterprise in
erecting several well-built houses in North Salem which they put into the market

and which found purchasers."

In 1856, Union Place was listed in ward five in the Street Books, and the house at
#6 Union Place was listed as belonging to owner/occupant Eben Berry, 39,
mariner, with tenant Charles W. Hutchings, 28, also a mariner.

Capt. Ebenezer Berry had grown up in Salem, the son of Silas Berry, a trader and
cordwainer (shoemaker, cobbler), who had built a small house on Buffum Street
before 1830. While little is known of Eben’s boyhood, it is likely that he was bred
to the sea, and began as a cabin boy, with a career plan of serving out his
apprenticeship as a sailor and then, at age 21 or so, becoming a merchant mariner,
perhaps an officer or even, eventually, a sea captain.

During Eben Berry’s boyhood, in the 1820s, Salem’s foreign trade prospered; and
new markets were opened with Madagascar (1820), which supplied tallow and
ivory, and Zanzibar (1825), whence came coffee, ivory, and gum copal, used to
make varnish. This opened a large and lucrative trade in which Salem dominated,
and its vessels thus gained access to all of the east African ports.

In the late 1820s, Salem’s general maritime foreign commerce fell off sharply.
Imports in Salem ships were supplanted by the goods that were now being
produced in great quantities in America. The interior of the country was being
opened for settlement, and some Salemites moved away. To the north, the falls of
the Merrimack River powered large new textile mills (Lowell was founded in
1823), which created great wealth for their investors; and in general it seemed that
the tide of opportunity was ebbing away from Salem. In an ingenious attempt to
stem the flow of talent from the town and to harness its potential water power for
manufacturing, Salem’s merchants and capitalists banded together in 1826 to raise
the money to dam the North River for industrial power. The project, which began
with much promise, was suspended in 1827, which demoralized the town even
more, and caused several leading citizens to move to Boston, the hub of investment
in the new economy.

In 1830 occurred a horrifying crime that brought disgrace to Salem. Old Capt.
Joseph White, a wealthy merchant, resided in the house now called the Gardner-
Pingree house, on Essex Street. One night, intruders broke into his mansion and
stabbed him to death. All of Salem buzzed with the news of murderous thugs; but
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the killer was a Crowninshield (a fallen son of one of five brothers who had once
been the town’s leading merchants; after he was put in jail he killed himself). He
had been hired by his friends, Capt. White’s own relatives, Capt. Joseph Knapp
and his brother Frank (they would be executed). The results of the investigation
and trial uncovered much that was lurid about Salem, and more of the respectable
families quit the now-notorious town.

Salem’s remaining merchant ship-owners had to move quickly to take their equity
out of wharves and warehouses and ships and put it into manufacturing and
transportation, as the advent of railroads and canals in the 1830s diverted both
capital and trade away from the coast. Some merchants did not make the
transition, and were ruined. Old-line areas of work, like rope-making, sail-making,
and ship chandleries, gradually declined and disappeared. Well into the 1830s,
Salem slumped badly.

Despite all, Salem was chartered as a city in 1836. City Hall was built 1837-8 and
the city seal was adopted with an already-anachronistic Latin motto of “to the
farthest port of the rich East”—a far cry from “Go West, young man!” The Panic
of 1837, a brief, sharp, nationwide economic depression, caused even more Salem
families to head west in search of fortune and a better future. It was at about this
time that Eben Berry completed his apprenticeship as a sailor. He must have had
some reservations about his trade; but he was good at it, and was determined to rise
through the ranks to the position of shipmaster.

Salem had not prepared for the industrial age, and had few natural advantages.

The North River served not to power factories but mainly to flush the waste from
the 25 tanneries that had set up along its banks. Throughout the 1830s, the leaders
of Salem scrambled to re-invent an economy for their fellow citizens, many of
whom were mariners without much sea-faring to do. Ingenuity, ambition, and hard
work would have to carry the day.

One inspiration was the Salem Laboratory, in North Salem, the town’s first
science-based manufacturing enterprise, founded in 1813 to produce chemicals. At
the plant built in 1818 on the North River, the production of alum and blue vitriol
was a specialty; and it proved a very successful business.

Salem’s whale-fishery, active for many years in the early 1800s, led, in the 1830s,
to the manufacturing of high-quality candles at Stage Point, along with machine
oils. The candles proved very popular. Lead-manufacturing began in the 1820s,
and grew large after 1830, when Wyman’s gristmills on the Forest River were



retooled for making high-quality white lead and sheet lead (the approach to
Marblehead is still called Lead Mills Hill, although the empty mill buildings
burned down in 1960s).

These enterprises were a start toward taking Salem in a new direction. In 1838 the
Eastern Rail Road, headquartered in Salem, began operating between Boston and
Salem, which gave the local people a direct route to the region’s largest market.
The new railroad tracks ran right over the middle of the Mill Pond; the tunnel
under Washington Street was built in 1839; and the line was extended to
Newburyport in 1840.

In 1841, Ebenezer Berry married Sarah M. Parrott, 18, of Lynn, in Lynn; and they
had a daughter, Jane, in 1842. Their next child, Ebenezer, was born and died in
1843, and Abba M (1846) and Alice J. (1847) also died as infants. Abby, born on
3 Oct. 1849, survived childhood.

In the 1840s, new companies in new lines of business arose in Salem. The tanning
and curing of leather was very important by the mid-1800s. On and near Boston
Street, along the upper North River, there were 41 tanneries in 1844, and 85 in
1850, employing 550 hands. The leather business would continue to grow in
importance throughout the 1800s. In 1846 the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company
completed the construction at Stage Point of the largest factory building in the
United States, 60 wide by 400’ long. It was an immediate success, and hundreds
of people found employment there, many of them living in tenements built nearby.
Also in the 1840s, a new method was introduced to make possible high-volume
industrial shoe production. In Lynn, the factory system was perfected, and that
city became the nation’s leading shoe producer. Salem had shoe factories too, and
attracted shoe workers from outlying towns and the countryside. Even the
population changed, as hundreds of Irish families, fleeing the Famine, settled in
Salem and gave the industrialists a new pool of cheap labor.

In the face of all this change, some members of Salem’s waning merchant class
continued to pursue their sea-borne businesses; but even the conditions of shipping
changed, and Salem was left on the ebb tide. In the late 1840s, giant clipper ships
replaced the smaller vessels that Salem men had sailed around the world; and the
clippers, with their deep drafts and large holds, were usually too large for Salem
and its harbor. The town’s shipping soon consisted of little more than Zanzibar-
trade vessels and visits from Down East coasters with cargoes of fuel wood and
building timber. By 1850 Salem was about finished as a working port. A picture
of Salem’s sleepy waterfront is given by Hawthorne in his “introductory section”



(really a sketch of Salem) to The Scarlet Letter, which he began while working in
the Custom House.

Eben Berry was not immune to the many changes that he saw taking place.
Although he was a sea captain by 1844, he also had taken up (at least part-time) the
trade of currier, which involved the finishing of tanned leather. He (with wife
Sarah and infant daughter Jane) resided at home on Buffum Street with his parents,
Silas and Jane, in the early 1840s. His father, Silas Berry, died c. 1845, by which
time Eben was in the more specialized tanning business of morocco leather
dressing (per Salem Directory, 1846). As of 1844, Capt. Berry owned his parents’
homestead, for he had purchased the mortgage thereto in May, 1844 (ED 343:280).
In 1850, Ebenezer Berry, 33, was listed as a morocco-leather dresser residing at 42
Buffum Street with his wife Sarah, 27, and their children Jane M. Berry, eight, and
Abby F. Berry, an infant (per 1850 census, ward 4, house 172).

Downtown, the Gothic symbol of Salem’s new industrial economy was the large
twin-towered granite train station—the “stone depot”--smoking and growling with
idling locomotives, standing on filled-in land at the foot of Washington Street,
where before had been the merchants’ wharves. The 1850s brought continued
growth: new churches (e.g. Immaculate Conception, 1857), schools, streets,
factories, and stores. Catholic churches were built, and new housing was
constructed in North Salem, Stage Point, and the Gallows Hill areas to
accommodate the workers. As it re-established itself as an economic powerhouse
with a sizable population, Salem took a strong interest in national politics. It was
primarily Republican in politics, and strongly anti-slavery, with its share of
outspoken abolitionists, led by Charles Remond, a passionate speaker who came
from one of the city’s notable black families. At its Lyceum and in other venues,
plays and shows were put on, but cultural lectures and political speeches were
given too.

As mentioned, the 1856 Salem Street Book lists #6 “Union Court” as occupied by
Eben Berry, 39, mariner, the owner, and by Charles W. Hutchings, 28, mariner.
The Salem Directory of 1857 (based on 1856 locations) similarly lists “Ebenezer
Berry, morocco dresser, house Union Place,” and “Charles W. Hutchings,
shoemaker, house Union Place.” It would seem that both men had been sailors,
and were still recognized for their former seafaring, but were now working at on-
shore occupations.

The Berrys lived here for three years. In 1858, Eben was listed in the Salem
Directory (1859 ed.) as “Capt. Eben Berry, house Union Place.” Charles W.



Hutchings, mariner, & family had moved by then to 59 rear North Street. In 1858
for $1600 Capt. Berry sold the homestead to Humphrey Cook (ED 578:10). Capt.
Berry, who had resumed seafaring and was termed a “mariner,” for $900 bought
another house, down in the East Parish, on Allen Street (ED 578:239). He would
sell that homestead in 1866, and move to Lynn, his wife’s home town.

The new owner, Humphrey Cook, then 46, was a dealer in hats, caps, and furs,
with stores at 33 Washington Street and 233 Essex Street. Mr. Cook was born 5
Nov. 1811 at Newburyport, the son of Humphrey Cook and Harriet Stanwood (a
native of Gloucester). As a boy, Humphrey Cook Jr. was apprenticed to Maj.
Samuel Mansfield of Salem to learn the trade of a hatter, or hatmaker. He learned
well his calling, and in 1835 married Louisa Beckford (1813-1848) of Salem. She
was the daughter of a shoemaker, Joshua Beckford, who had died when she was
seven. Her mother, Mary (Jennings) Beckford, had raised 8-9 children, of which
Louisa was the youngest or second-youngest; and so she and Humphrey had a
large family network of Beckfords and their spouses.

Humphrey & Louisa Cook resided, at first, at 8 Carpenter Street, off Federal
Street; and Mr. Cook, a hatter, had his shop at then-233 Essex Street (per 1837
Directory). Mrs. Cook gave birth to a son, William, in 1835, but he died young;
and they would have six more sons. Tragically, all of them died young, except for
William, born in 1842, and George, born in 1845.

Humphrey Cook, b. 5 Nov. 1811, m. 9 April 1835 Louisa Beckford (1814-1848),
b. 5 Dec. 1813, d/o Joshua Beckford & Mary Jennings, died of consumption 1
Sept. 1848, aged 34 years. He m/2 (by 1860) Mary Eliza Diver (b. 2 Jan. 1822,
died 1878). Known issue (baptized at Tabernacle Church):

William Merrill, 28 Aug. 1835, died young.

Humphrey Stanwood, 2 Oct. 1836, died of scarlet fever 21 Sept. 1840.
William Merrill, Sept. 1838, buried 20 July 1839.

George Beckford, born & died 17 June 1840.

William Humphrey, 4 Sept. 1842, mariner 1860

George Beckford, 1844, seaman 1862, moved to California.

Charles Stanwood, July, 1848, died dysentery 22 Sept. 1849.

Thomas B., 1860, died young.

ONA AN

Humphrey Cook was described as a “hat, cap, and fur dealer” by 1841 (see 1842
Directory), with his store at the same place on Essex Street. The Cooks continued
to reside at 8 Carpenter Street through the early 1840s; and by 1845 they lived at
53 Endicott Street. After having lost four of her six sons, Mrs. Cook became



pregnant again 1847, and in July, 1848, she had another boy, whom they named
Charles; but she did not recover from the stresses of this pregnancy. Having
contracted consumption (tuberculosis), Mrs. Louisa Beckford Cook died of
consumption on 11 September 1848, aged 34 years, leaving her infant, her son
William, six, her son George, three, and her husband, then 37.

In 1849, Mr. Cook moved to then-73 (now-151) Federal Street, with his mother,
Harriet, and his boys; and there they stayed until 1858. The baby, Charles, died of
dysentery in September, 1849. In 1850, his family consisted of William H. Cook,
8, George B. Cook, five, and Harriet S. Cook, 60, and himself, aged 38. Evidently
his two stores were popular, and he was successful in business through the 1850s.

By 1859, Mr. Cook married again. His new wife was Mary Eliza Diver, 38. They
joined the Tabernacle Church on Federal Street (formerly Marlborough Street) in
that year. She inherited two teenaged sons. Early in 1860 she gave birth to a son
Thomas (evidently he did not survive to become an adult).

By 1860, with the election of Abraham Lincoln, it was clear that the Southern
states would secede from the union; and Salem, which had done so much in the
1770s to win the independence of the nation, was ready to go to war to force others
to remain a part of it. The Civil War began in April, 1861, and went on for four
years, during which hundreds of Salem men served in the army and navy, and
many were killed or died of disease or abusive treatment while imprisoned.
Hundreds more suffered wounds, or broken health. The people of Salem
contributed greatly to efforts to alleviate the suffering of the soldiers, sailors, and
their families.

From this house, George B. Cook, 18, a seaman, enlisted in the 5 0" Mass.
Regiment of Volunteer Infantry in 1862, and would serve for two years.

On 24 August 1865 Mr. Cook transferred ownershfp of the homestead to his wife
Mary Eliza Cook (ED 688:268,268). Two years later, on 25 June 1867 for $2353
the Cooks sold the homestead to Elizabeth A., wife of John W. Rhoades (ED
727:227). The lot fronted aoutherly 79’ 6” on Union place, easterly 60 6” on land
of Symonds, northerly 80’ on land of Groce, and westerly 57’ 3” on land of
Stoddard.

That was the end of the Cook family’s connection to the house. Humphrey Cook
(1811-1887) later gave up his hat and furrier business. He had been the receiver
for a troubled horse railroad, and took an interest in that enterprise and started his
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own express company. His wife Mary E. died in 1878, aged 56 years. In 1880, he,
68, was an expressman, widowed, living in a house with William H Caulfield, 63,
a bachelor grocer (see 1880 census). He died on 14 July 1887, aged 75 years.

The new owner as of 1867, Mr. John W. Rhoades, 58, was a carriage painter by
trade. He was born on 26 January 1809, the son of a Dutch immigrant, John
Caspar Rhoades of Amsterdam, and Dorothy nee Johnson, a native of Andover.
The father may have been the John “Rhods” who died on 11 Oct. 1815, aged 36
years. In 1820, the Rhoades family, headed by the widow Dorothy, resided on
upper Essex Street, near the corner of Flint (see p. 53/76, 1820 census). In her
household were two boys under 10, a boy 10-15 (JWR), a girl under 10, and their
mother. Young John W. was evidently apprenticed to learn the painter’s trade, and
became a journeyman about 1830. He had at least one surviving younger brother,
Charles H. Rhoades, who became a sailor boy.

On 3 Jan. 1841 John married Mary Wilson, 31, the daughter of Jonathan Wilson
and Prudence Goldthwait. They resided at 45 Broad Street (with his wife’s
relatives), and he was a carriage painter by trade (see 1842 Directory). There were
several carriage- and coach-builders in Salem at that time, and of course all had to
be painted. Mr. Rhoades was sociable, and very interested in music and singing
and fraternal organizations. In 1841 he was on the committee of Salem’s Union
Singing Society, and 1842 was active in the Mozart Association (EIHC 23:114-
115). He belonged to the Salem Charitable Mechanics Association as well, and he
was an officer of the Salem Artillery Company, serving as First Lieutenant in 1841
(see 1842 Salem Directory, p. 135).

Mrs. Mary (Wilson) Rhoades soon became pregnant, and early in June, 1842, she
gave birth to a daughter, whom they named Mary Wilson Rhoades. The birth had
not gone well, and on June 16" Mrs. Mary W. Rhoades died, aged 32 years; and
she was followed into the grave a month later by her infant daughter. The effect on
Mr. Rhoades and family members and friends can only be imagined.

By 1845, still residing at 45 Broad, John W. Rhoades was a partner in the firm of
Rhodes & Hayman, painters, with a shop at 15% Central Street (see 1846
Directory). His partner was John Hayman Jr., of 8§ Winter Street. In that year, on
June 29, J.W. Rhoades, 36, married a cousin of his first wife: Elizabeth Adams
Goldthwait, 23, the daughter of Luther Goldthwait and Hannah M. Lawrence. On
17 Dec. 1848, Elizabeth gave birth to a son, whom they named Charles C. By
1850 Mr. Rhoades resided at 30 Andrew Street and ran his own business at Central
Street.



Mr. Rhoades was successful in his business, and in May, 1852, he joined the Essex
Lodge of Masons, in which organization he became quite active. In 1856 he was in
partnership with George A. Pousland (of Lafayette Street) as J.W. Rhodes & Co.,
painters, with a shop at 20 Peabody Street (see 1857 Directory). By November,
1860, Mrs. Rhoades’ father, carpenter Luther Goldthwait, had died; and at that
time she purchased a part-interest in his homestead on Andrew Street (ED

614:299).

Capt. C.H. Rhoades

In the meantime, John Rhoades’ younger brother, Charles H. Rhoades, the sailor,
had risen rapidly through the seafaring ranks to become a shipmaster. He sailed in
command of very large vessels, primarily from ports like Boston and New York,
and he voyages to ports all over the world, including India, Sumatra, Zanzibar,
Java, Chile, and Australia (see “List of Ships & Voyages of Charles H. Rhoades”
at Peabody Essex Museum). Charles H. Rhoades had been a shipmaster since
1837. In the years 1833-1836 he sailed, probably as mate, on board the Salem
vessel Lotus, Capt. Wilkins, on voyages to Sumatra, Gibraltar, and Marseilles. His
first known commands were the George Ryan in 1837, from Marseilles to Boston
and back to Gibraltar, and then the New England, from Boston to Batavia, also in
1837. From 1839-1843 he commanded the Warsaw. In 1844 he married Elizabeth
Tapley of South Danvers. In 1844-1846 he commanded the Medora, 1846-1848
the Orb, 1849-1850 the Asia, 1852-1855 the Borneo (she was lost in 1855), and in
1857 the Ann Maria, a large clipper ship which he sailed from New York to Java
and other places. In 1858 he was given command of the ship Milwaukee. In April
1858 through 1860 she voyages from new York to Melbourne, Australia, and other
ports. In February, 1861, she made a trip to the coast of Chile in the Pacific. On
21 February 1862 she cleared New York City on a voyage to Le Havre, France.
She never arrived, and was evidently lost with all hands, including Capt. Charles
H. Rhoades, one of Salem’s most successful 19™-century shipmasters. His estate
was probated in May, 1863; his residence was given as both South Danvers (now



Peabody) and Salem. He evidently never resided here with his brother, but many
of his charts and log-books descended to John and his descendants (for more on
CH Rhoades, see appended pages from G.G. Putnam’s Salem Vessels and Their
Voyages).

After the end of the Civil War, in April, 1865, Mrs. Eliza Rhoades sold her interest
in the Goldthwait homestead to her brother William J. Goldthwait (ED 682:197).
In October, 1866, as a trustee of the Salem Artillery Association, Mr. J.W.
Rhoades and two others purchased the land where Association’s gun house stood,
on North Street on the North River (ED 689:294).

By the time J.W. Rhoades moved into the house on Union Place in 1867, his
painter’s shop was located at 23 Endicott Street. His son, Charles C. Rhodes, also
a carriage painter, boarded here at Union Place at that time (see 1869 Salem
Directory). On 1 July 1868 Mrs. Eliza Rhoades added to the family property here
by purchasing, for $300, a parcel of land fronting 40’ on Union Place, evidently
adjoining the eastern boundary of the Rhoades homestead land (ED 751:225).

In 1870, the occupants of this house were John W. Rhoades, 60, painter (owner of
real estate worth $2,600 and of personal estate worth $1,000), wife Elizabeth A.,
48, and son Charles C. Rhoades, 21, painter (1870 census, ward six, house 376).
By 1871 Mr. Rhodes’ carriage-painting shop was located at 6 Margin Street.

Charles C. Rhoades married, 1873, Sarah E. Brown; and they had children Mary E.
(born 1874), who would marry Gardner M. Pearson, and Sarah R. (born 1877),
who would marry Arthur Sinclair.

Through the 1860s and into the 1870s, Salem pursued manufacturing, especially of
leather and shoes and textiles. The managers and capitalists tended to build their
new, grand houses along Lafayette Street (these houses may still be seen, south of
Roslyn Street; many are in the French Second Empire style, with mansard roofs).
In the 1870s, French-Canadian families began coming to work in Salem’s mills
and factories, and more houses and tenements were built. The better-off workers
bought portions of older houses or built small homes for their families in the
outlying sections of the city. A second, larger, factory building for the Naumkeag
Steam Cotton Company was added in 1859, and a third in 1865; and by 1879 the
mills would employ 1200 people and produce annually nearly 15 million yards of
cloth. Shoe-manufacturing also continued to expand in the 1870s, and by the end
of the decade 40 shoe factories were employing 600-plus operatives.
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In 1870 Salem received its last cargo from Zanzibar, thus ending a once-important
trade. By then, a new Salem & New York freight steamboat line was in operation.
Fire was a threat, and Salem was now so densely built-up that a general
conflagration was always a possibility, as in Boston, when, on Nov. 9, 1872, the
financial and manufacturing district of the city was destroyed in a terrible fire.
Salem dodged such disasters, and continued to prosper in the 1870s, carried
forward by the leather-making business. In 1874 the city was visited by a tornado
and shaken by a minor earthquake. In the following year, the large Pennsylvania
Pier (site of the present coal-fired harborside electrical generating plant) was
completed to begin receiving large shipments of coal. Beyond it, at Juniper Point,
a new owner began subdividing the old Allen farmlands into a new development
called Salem Willows and Juniper Point. In the U.S. centennial year, 1876, A.G.
Bell of Salem announced that he had discovered a way to transmit voices over
telegraph wires. On Boston Street in 1879, the Arnold tannery caught fire and
burned down.

In 1877, with the arrival and departure of a vessel from Cayenne, Salem’s foreign
trade came to an end. From that time forward, as expressed in Hurd’s 1888
Hitsory of Essex County (p. 65), “the merchandise warehouses on the wharves no
longer contain silks from India, tea from China, pepper from Sumatra, coffee from
Arabia, spices from Batavia, gum-copal from Zanzibar, hides from Africa, and the
various other products of far-away countries. The boys have ceased to watch on
the Neck for the incoming vessels, hoping to earn a reward by being the first to
announce to the expectant merchant the safe return of his looked-for vessel. The
foreign commerce of Salem, once her pride and glory, has spread its white wings
and sailed away forever.”

Charles C. Rhoades was an active citizen. He joined the Essex Lodge of Odd
Fellows in 1870, and participated in that organization for many years, rising to the
highest offices. He was a long-time member of the Salem Charitable Mechanics
Association, and would serve as its treasurer, and then as its president in 1895-
1898 (EIHC 42:27). He was also a member of the Salem Veteran Firemen’s
Association.

In the 1880s and 1890s, Salem kept building infrastructure; and new businesses
arose, and established businesses expanded. Retail stores prospered; horse-drawn
trolleys ran every which-way; and machinists, carpenters, millwrights, and other
specialists all thrived. In 1880, Salem’s manufactured goods were valued at about
$8.4 million, of which leather accounted for nearly half. In the summer of 1886,
the Knights of Labor brought a strike against the manufacturers for a ten-hour day
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and other concessions; but the manufacturers imported labor from Maine and
Canada, and kept going. The strikers held out, and there was violence in the
streets, and even rioting; but the owners prevailed, and many of the defeated
workers lost their jobs and suffered, with their families, through a bitter winter.

On 11 May 1882 Mars. Eliza (Goldthwait) Rhoades, widow of John W., died at the
age of sixty. Her property descended to her son Charles C. Rhoades.

By the mid-1880s, Salem’s cotton-cloth mills at the Point employed 1400 people
who produced about 19 million yards annually, worth about $1.5 million. The
city’s large shoe factories stood downtown behind the stone depot and on Dodge
and Lafayette Streets. A jute bagging company prospered with plants on Skerry
Street and English Street; its products were sent south to be used in cotton-baling.
Salem factories also produced lead, paint, and oil. At the Eastern Railroad yard on
Bridge Street, cars were repaired and even built new. In 1887 the streets were first
lit with electricity, replacing gas-light. The gas works, which had stood on
Northey Street since 1850, was moved to a larger site on Bridge Street in 1888,
opposite the Beverly Shore.

More factories and more people required more space for buildings, more roads,
and more storage areas. This space was created by filling in rivers, harbors, and
ponds. The once-broad North River was filled from both shores, and became a
canal along Bridge Street above the North Bridge.

In 1890 Charles C. Rhoades, 41, ran for and was elected to the Salem School
Board, and he was re-elected in 1893, 1896, and 1899. He also served for years as
a poll warden of Precinct 12. In 1900, still a carriage painter by trade, he lived
here with his wife Sarah, 54, and daughter Sarah, 23. Nearby, also on “Union
Place,” resided Gardner M. Pearson, 33, born in New Hampshire, a shoe-laster in a
shoe factory, with his wife, the Rhoades’ daughter Mary, 26, as well as with his
mother Louisa, 60, and his sister Pansie Pearson, 25 (1900 census, ward six, ED
460).

Rather suddenly, in the summer of 1900, Mr. C.C. Rhoades contracted typhoid
fever, and the disease proved fatal. He died at home on the afternoon of Tuesday,
August 7, 1900. He was only 51 years old. He was survived by his wife, Sarah E.
(Brown) Rhoades, and daughters, Miss Sarah Rhoades and Mrs. Mary Pearson.
Mrs. Rhoades continued to reside here, with her daughter Sarah, then unmarried.
By 1909, the house was occupied by Mrs. Sarah Rhoades and her daughter Mary
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and husband Gardner M. Pearson, a shoe laster, and their children, Elizabeth and
Karl.

Into the 20" century, Salem’s population burgeoned. The Canadians were
followed by large numbers of Polish and Ukrainian families, who settled primarily
in the Derby Street neighborhood. By the eve of World War One, Salem was a
bustling, polyglot city that supported large department stores and large factories of
every description. People from the surrounding towns, and Marblehead in
particular, came to Salem to do their shopping; and its handsome government
buildings, as befit the county seat, were busy with lawsuits, conveyances of land,
and probate proceedings. The city’s politics were lively, and its economy was
strong. By that time, the house was occupied as the residence of the Gardner M.
Pearson family (Mary, 40 in 1914, and children Elizabeth, 12, and Karl, eight). He
still worked as a shoe laster in a shoe factory.

On June 25, 1914, in the morning, in Blubber Hollow (Boston Street opposite
Federal), a fire started in one of Salem’s fire-prone wooden tanneries. This fire
soon consumed the building and raced out of control, for the west wind was high
and the season had been dry. The next building caught fire, and the next, and out
of Blubber Hollow the fire roared easterly, a monstrous front of flame and smoke,
wiping out the houses of Boston Street, Essex Street, and upper Broad Street, and
then sweeping through Hathorne, Winthrop, Endicott, and other residential streets.
Men and machines could not stop it: the enormous fire crossed over into South
Salem and destroyed the neighborhoods west of Lafayette Street, then devoured
the mansions of Lafayette Street itself, and raged onward into the tenement district.
Despite the combined efforts of heroic fire crews from many towns and cities, the
fire overwhelmed everything in its path: it smashed into the large factory buildings
of the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company (Congress Street), which exploded in an
inferno; and the fire rolled down Lafayette Street and across the water to Derby
Street. There, just beyond Union Street, after a 13-hour rampage, the monster
died, having consumed 250 acres, 1600 houses, and 41 factories, and leaving three
dead and thousands homeless. Some people had insurance, some did not; all
received much support and generous donations from all over the country and the
world. It was one of the greatest urban disasters in the history of the United States,
and the people of Salem would take years to recover from it. Eventually, they did,
and many of the former houses and businesses were rebuilt; and several urban-
renewal projects (including Hawthorne Boulevard, which involved removing old
houses and widening old streets) were put into effect.
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In 1920, the Pearsons lived here, Gardner still working as a shoe-laster, and Mary
working as a substitute teacher in elementary schools; their children, Elizabeth, 18,
and Karl, 14, were here, as was Gardner Pearson’s sister, Louise (formerly known
as Pansie), 44, working as a stenographer in an insurance office (1920 census). In
July, 1921, Mrs. Pearson’s sister, Sarah R. (Rhoades) Sinclair, wife of Arthur H.
Sinclair, of Salem, conveyed her half-interest in the property to her sister, Mary E.
(Rhoades) Pearson (ED 2488:123). Much later, in June, 1950, a widow, Mrs.
Rhoades would convey the property to her daughter and son; and, on 24 June 1954,
they conveyed it to the present owner, Robert B. O’Leary (ED 3746:111,
4080:165).

By the 1920s, Salem had recovered from the Great Fire and was once again a
thriving city; and its tercentenary in 1926 was a year of celebration. From that
time forward, Salem boomed right through to the 1960s, but the arrival of suburban
shopping malls and the relocation of manufacturing businesses took their toll, as
they have with many other cities. More than most, Salem has navigated its way
forward into the present with success, trading on its share of notoriety arising from
the witch trials, but also from its history as a great seaport and as the home of
Bowditch, Mclntire, Bentley, Story, and Hawthorne. Most of all, it remains a city
where the homes of the old-time merchants, mariners, and mill-operatives are all
honored as a large part of what makes Salem different from any other place.

--Robert Booth for Historic Salem Inc., 4 May 2003.
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Glossary & Sources

A figure like (ED 123:45) refers to book 123, page 45, Essex South registry of Deeds,
Federal Street, Salem.

A figure like (#12345) refers to Essex Probate case 12345, on file at the Essex Probate
Court, Federal Street, Salem, or on microfilm at Mass. Archives, Boston, or at the
Peabody Essex Museum’s Phillips Library, Salem.

Census records (censes were taken every 10 years from 1790 on, and in 1855 and 1865)
are available on microfilm; they list the heads of households 1790-1840, and then list
family members from 1850 on.

MSSRW refers to the multi-volume compendium, Mass. Soldiers & Sailors in the
Revolutionary War, available at the Salem Public Library among other places.

MSSCRW refers to the multi-volume compendium, Mass. Soldiers, Sailors, & Marines in
the Civil War, available at the Salem Public Library among other places.

EIHC refers to the Essex Institute Historical Collections (discontinued), a multi-volume
set (first volume published in 1859) of data and articles about Essex County. The indices
of the EIHC have been consulted regarding many of the people associated with this
house. :

The six-volume published Salem Vital records (marriages, births, and deaths through
1849) have been consulted, as have the Salem Directory and later Naumkeag Directory,
which have information about residents and their addresses, etc.

Sidney Perley’s three-volume History of Salem, 1626-1716 has been consulted, as has the
four-volume William Bentley’s Diary, J. Duncan Phillips’ books, some newspaper
obituaries, and other sources.

Salem real estate valuations, and, where applicable, Salem Street Books, have also been
consulted, as have genealogies.

There is much more material available about Salem and its history; and the reader is
encouraged to make his or her own discoveries.

--Robert Booth
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untﬂlt will "bé d;é

get it.done’ promptlv.

;WS&"I-Known Member

Tof)
tho School C:ommlttae.

;{;nok Active Interest in Several
! ;{“ Fra.ternal Soclatied.

<Gharles C. Rhoades, a. wall-known{g

" eftizen, died at hia" residence, 4 Unlon

" place, at 4.30 yesterday alternocon.
About six weeks ago, heswas taken il
with typhoid fever, and for aevsral
days he was ,very aick. The fever
_passed off, but e the patisnt in a very
,weak atate, beart failure sev in, and he
radufu ly-sank unm his death.

Chatles C Rhboades was born in|b
Bulem, December 17, 1845, and wus a
gon of ‘the late John W._apd Elizabeth
(Goldthwait) Rboades. He was edu-
~ted i the Salem publie schools,

sdusting with-honor from the high,

44 receiving a m:dul tor bis excellem
seholarship. - -

‘Atter leaving school, he lmrﬂ the
.trade of carriage painsing of ther,
anchxt. his death succeeded to the busi-
ness, and continned it up to the pres-
'eat time.

He early. became interested m fra-
~terndl -ordera, and oo Mareh 7, idin,
iomcd Jssex jodge, I, O, O. T\, passing
hrough the chalrsa Uk groAv love for
Odd Fellowship faryher -led bim tn be-
come a maember of Nrumkeay encamp-
meut aod Unlon Rebekal “lodge, in
both of which he qubaeq\umly beld

—== t11§ highest offics.

Hé\yas also a member, of the Grand
lodge and graod eneamubment  and
perved efficiently as deputy for <evecal
years, Rarely-was he ‘absent {from »n
meetibz of his owu jodue, and his vn]
uable counsel wad frequently soushr,

He' was clitel vgieran of the l'Isw.\
Connty Veteran (MdFellows’ associn-
tion. He was & member of the Rogul
Areanpum, treasurer of the BSalem
Charitable Mechame pssocintion, and
of the Salem Veterun Pireruen’s nsso-

clation. Iu It hie wWas
elected n member of the
achool hoard from Ward
6, and was re-elected in (N3, IS8 and
1809, He was s mostynluable memiber,

aad, having the cause of edncation

.dcnpl heart, he 'gave genemnal of
.. {his my‘;.nd valints for, the b Aot

3]
medjate {norease-'t 3

shanze to the ol

qhools.Jouuu_hc.haa scted as

s great.cost, whioh. on

yarden  at the polls in Precinst
Trwelve. .

On Sept. 8, 1818 he wag married to
Miss Sarsb’E. “Brown of- Satern, and
she and two daughters,. Mrs, Gardner,
M. Peargon and Miss Sarah Rhoades,)
&nw-i-\@hkm.u» -

UPEBATEQ 18 BOSTON.

Quits

Falr Swindler . toaps’

Harvest]

o

-

I Boston has bqen nsxbed=-during the

i)asn tew daysby » b ylish- |
-dressed sreman awindlier, &0 56d from

e dalcrilytlnn givew' of . her and her
mnnmr of werking she s ahought to
be the Aawe ona rhe, &5 ' Mrs. Charles
Longwerth af (Analnm\ti " recent,]y
vietimlred people In N.wport R. 1,
the exteat of $10,000 on forged checkx

Kendeoy & Clntk -ahe stablemen of
Boston are mourning the loss of a bay
mare, silver-meunted -harness ‘apd
s ider .Btanhope, yalned As. $600, yehile

« Hstel ssex i3 out the value of four

days enteriaininent. 'he women
made a melodramatie disappearrnce.

Ivis learned that other hotels have
buen vietimized.

FGBEIGN HEWS,

The Peruvian congress has declared
full amuoesty for all political offenders.
THe vieeroy of ludia cablsE that's
very dectded improvement in the crop
prospects. hxa_ mken place during the

iast 10 days.

Rupcriptions to the British 3 per
cent. 10,000,600 pound war loan closed iu
Londou yesterday. -~

Eight  Antericans, aﬁudums of the
Unlvelstt,)' of Muuich, were arrasted
in the (sardens of Abreewery at Loe-
wen, (iermany, Yecause \they bad cre-
ated disturbanees and roughly Handled
the walter, who is seriously injured.
Thus far the United Stutes embussy
bas not iutervened.

HOTEL WASHINGTON AHRIW\LS

¢.J. Destin, Pall River: L. Al }-arn ham,
Swampseott] B, W, N s Hamilton;
1. A, Bailey, Caisbridge l Huamphrey,

WM. Heith, hoston; J. Wentworth,
Portsmouth. N. U.; L. E. Feabody. Con-
eard, N. H.p ROT. Dears. Attleborn; €. W,
Wiison, It. J. Lane, Hwriford, Conu.;
F. 5 Rynwnds, 8pringfield:, B AL Imng
Newlaven, Conn.; F. 8 Moore, “\ h
Moaore, Lawrenece, A AL vnn
5. smallev, Revere; S, T
Wilkina Mancbester, N,

Woburn.

2 “TJ’le Wxtch House

BLUE
WEDG}:WOOD
PLATES,

JO cento each,

\ \Di ahes in dlnmnter ]

%
and the

“House of Seven Gables..

Agood reproducuomf Lhé uld ~faslil

daﬂ: bluevisw::~+du-z,§;y=v=uunglnnd1ou' (R

profitably had nos ong
verm of yeats béen' acceu

Ip  few weeks-new- »mn'-hinng
desizn-aot-familiav. to thaloeqhtahcrﬁ
will be introdirced:— 3V henthe new
lehines shall be'in. position” and operats
ing, and the changes' completed the

the: best
plantsdn the eonuviry. .

THE HOT WAVE: -

‘Ctﬂmze—-aad_.am_enmu
Cities Buffering From Torridity:

Four fleaths and several prossrations]
were reported 1o Chicago yesterdsy @is
the rexult of the excessive heat: -

Threa deaths and four proatraﬁonn
resuited from incenxe heat” at Mil-
waukee.

One death and séven proscmtlons
from the heat {8 the recotd 18- |

suffering in the wills and factories and
many workmen were forced to gquit

‘lwrork tar.ghe day.

Northern New York is in the BUasp
of a bot wave, ‘the most severé in
vears. 'T'he Lemperacme Monday was
105 and yesterday it was only slightly
lowers )

“—BOSTON- STREETS- FLODDED—

A big wa!er ‘main at tbe corner of
Tremont and Boylscon stfeets, Boston,
burst last u)gbt and bLelore the water
could * be.“turned off and the flow
stopped, au imrmense amount of dani-
age bad been done. ‘T'he sotal losy cro
not be estimated as yet, but will be
mnny.thousnudsofxdoliars. The streets
fn the vicinity were turned into rlveras,
ceflary were floodead, and even the sub-
way snst‘amed seriody damage

T DEAD MAN G, A KEHOE,

The badyr which was found in the
ruins of a burned pnine shop “in Dor-
chester, yestarday, has been identifted
na that of Charles A Keboe. Kehoe
and a party of younu fellows had been
holding a carousal in the place, and he
xus theve alone when the others left.

| FATAL RAILWAY GRASH,

At South Ranb, Tud., on the Monon

w.jroad, & op: wsenger train eollided with »

{reight engine and cahoose s;nndlnz on
Lheslde track yesterda by
killed .-m(] tLothers sermus!y injured,

_1_k:_.._.

! MIDDLETOY LAWK PARTY, "

s i

Murs:
party at her home “The Nasonw* nv]s
vH'mer‘”“pnrk “Middleton-this evening:
flewn ereaty nn(l r‘uke wi]l De for sale. * 1

» BUSH‘!ESS QUER——%

- Two drubks and one Jodger wére f}ha
isnm total at the police xmtior\hlt\s&
ivening. D‘ver)mnuq wits xcpmtz s
vxtrmudy muoL

company will continue to pogsess, As it ot
bas done since she begloning, oneofisw
equipped - electric hzhtingl

LIy, The Tntense heat cmused great| s

’W’ebb;r will ronidiict ‘a* h\wn rr

A Fort-Vir nomnd*?ﬁ?ﬁgﬁ ton

i

A.‘I{hﬂi oul
ehurgh,™ Tﬁa “offtciating
stood to-receive Shem
“The twd charming brjdes{ %
ly appointed double. m@mngww Y
tars of Mrs, Elmer B, Tho
Helen Wolcott Roberts and X
Bruuces——'Roberts. “both of th

xome gOWDS ot white. Swlssl‘n ®{in
¢n traine, tritumed yrish Mechl{iiii
tion and laced Each wore s~ longiy
caught up with valley llies,
when - thrown ' back, h
a spray - of % lllies %
the front of their heads. Each cappis
4 ldrge shower . bouquet’ of " the, same

flower, B young Iadies " ara tall|Wee
and gracet and | g
oyt PR -

The grooms were Bdwikrd Liroy
of Beverly and George Barnaui<
ot Dubois, Wyoming. Thewore .
lilies. The ushers were Ernest Con 4
and. George Ferreira of Boston, Ohprleq ofe
I, Gruosh of Beverly and AugustusHei
Patterson of Peabody.” ’l‘heh" ﬂ"‘w SER
werg \white pinles,

The weddinp. corsmony wa :
the Kpisegpal® “gervice bu!; wag "o
formed by Rev. Mr. Hall in an ovigl
service whieh wag very interesti
The first to ba married were Judér:
L. Orve-and Miss“Helen ‘W. Rghert
who passed to the right ,ofthe tablew
they entéered the partor, and.at tHa co

bride and groom
tended.:

The eercmouy wasA thnes
abont 100 friends of ' the" conbrit
parties, confined chiefiy=to-{mrned
relatives and  very -ntima
An elaborate Iunuh‘éﬁrf
diniog room, which was" by
embellished wlhh ‘ﬁmv?mli“l'
3 D

clusion of the ceramony, Geérge.'B; ,:N—%i(
FWest and Mlis Mabel K. Robdrtd . wers! V_»,ff-’y :
wedded. Kach ‘cquple was marrie *é’“l
with-an exchangd of rings. bepw: ﬁf

J

They wx]sre -

(’Vl‘l D
+ Both cou{)les latt to!
bridal touys. ~ M1t | n’d‘yﬁ ufﬂ

son.of Edward T, Orng:
T Wbﬂ-ﬁ'nﬁwﬁ“““ﬁnv
ToAD, My,

will yisit Ne\

o

i

park. They svillitalke %‘?j&: e
mp iq: hhat‘: qﬁn ;—gx%gywk
chuheli

seetugeandiv ﬁé y%;
Db

in t.hn. b}{,

T ARRIVED.

ROELOF]
L

IR TIOAE]
kasbarre, Jcmcs P,prt Sohpson, :

3 ’11

SO ¢ ¢!
(}omfora. ﬂellcn,g By
%



