i HAMILTON STR&BT

This house was bullt im 1358 by Capt. Charles Hef{fwmam
as a esttage feor his gairdner Hugh Jilsenm,

_ The firstc
tax reeerd foumd 1s 1858 waiech lists Hl /h Wilsen as
secupant and Charles Hefiman ewnep,

Capt, Heffmam oullt tne heuse on lamd ke beugat Lrem
Gilbert Newhall (Beek 3tlpage 12) im 1045,

it te Hugh Wilsea im 1877 the land ineludsd part ef this
lot and part ef land ke besught frem Sarah Fleld (Beek 361
page 172)
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Prier to meving inte L Hamiltem 5t, Huygk Wilsea is

listed inm tne 1350 dirsetery as livimg ea Herth Pime 3%,
fas 1850 eensus reeerd shows Hugh sWilsem age 36, gardner
berm in Sentland - wife Isabella agse 35 and sens William

age L, Jeam ags 2 and Revert ags 6 menthas, In 1860 Hugh
is listed as owner el & deg.

In tne sssex Imstitute Histerieal Celleetiems Vel,Ld
page 291 thers is wmenmtlsn ef Jeseph Pearsen whe hired

lard in Andover siaees 1853 frem Huga Wilsen mew of Salem,
Tuls eould be the same Hugna,

Tee fellewing gives tme enralin ef tlile and amny etaer
infapmation feund em the prepartiy,

Ween me seld



HUGH WILSOR

Mr, Wilssn was bsrn en Jan, 31, 1814 in sdenburg,
3eetland, He was sduested in parism sensels :f Rew Castle,
sarly in life ke dsveleped a tuste for gardenlag and a
passlienate leve of flewsrs,

Mr, Wilsem served three yvears as apprentice in tshe
famous garden of tke Duke ef Bueklenygs, He subsecusntly
worlsd three ysars fepr marquis of Letalam eof New Battle
Abbey and ‘hree years at Melville Castle, the seat ef
the visesunt sf Melville, #hile in tie empley of the first
named was im eempatitisn fer a prize and wen a asilver
medal fer herbarian speeimens,

He came Te ameriea in tne sailinmg sailp "Reseius” ene
of the Cellins paekets and lsnded in Hew York, There he
resumed the eccupatien of herticulturist, first emplayed
in fleral establishwment eof Gesrge C, Thszrbura, On Jan,
16, 184k Mr, Wils2n entered tke e=wpley ef Charles Heffman
one of Salem's eold “ime and well remembsred African
morenantis, He remained there untl)l the Captaina deabis
in 1378 and his serviess were ret:ined by Mrs, Heffmanm in
wiose empley he was at death, esntinueus serviee eof 55
years, '

Mr, Wilsent's first wife was Issbslla, hls seesnd was
Suigan, He had tnrese sens William a resident ef Hebraska
sinee 1873, Jehn of 10 Hamiltenm St,$alem, and Hebert ef
Springfield, Mass, !

Mp, #Wilsen died april 23, 1899 after a brief iliness,
He was buricd freom nis home en L Hamiltem 3%, Service
sald by Rev, Jamss Bredle ef the Seuth Chureha where
My, Wilsen worshiped fer over half a esntury., He was
buried at Harmeny Grove en Fera Path,

Salem News
April 2L, 1899




Crossing to the north side of
Chestnut Street at Flint, is the
Wheatland house ar No. 30, buiit
1896, where the habitual passer-
by awaits with expectation the
bleoming of the fairy like Japanese
cherry (prunus subhirtells pendula)
and later enjoys the magnolia at

the other side of the entrance.

The house at No. 28, was erected originally by Ichabod Tucker
about 1800 and a new front was bult in 1846,
by the Wilsons, and is now the First Church parish, where Rev. and
Mrs. Bradford E. Gale reside.
hawthorn tree, beautiful old peonies and 2 box edging.

The garden of greatest interest is at No. 26. The Hoffman-
Simpson house was built about 1826 by Humphrey Deveresux, pur-
chased by Capt. Charies Hoffman between 183744, The captain was a
noted horticulturist, and his garden was considered the finest 1n Salem.

It was later owned

Here there is 1 particularly fine

Among his importations were camellias, azaleas and snulax.  Many
herbaceous plants were added until his garden contained the finest
collection to be found in the Unjted States; many ot these are still
growing.

His three greenhouses extended aleng Hamilton Street with sepa-
rate sections for roses, camellias, azaleas, oleanders, ferns and mixed
fiowers and another for grapes. Camellias and azaleas were planted
in tubs, some as large as six feet in diameter; others were trained into
pyramids, umbrellas and other topiary forms. During the season of
bloom, people came from great distances to sec them. Ac one time
600 to 700 camellias were cut and sold at 2 dollar apiece in the
Boston market. This industry lasted for twelve to fifteen years.
There was a night blooming cereus, one of the first to be raised in
Salem, that had thirty to forty blossoms; another feature was twenty

varieties of cacri,

The grounds were enclosed after the fashion of the walled gardens
of today, upon them the fruit trees were espaliered and the garden
paths were edged with box. Within the garden there is a very old
pump still standing and a latticed summer-house draped with Dutch-
man’s pipe (aristolochia durior), probably over ninety years old. (1938)

During Capt. Hoffman’s lifetime, Hugh Wilson was superin-
tendent of gardens. From childhood he was a close friend of Peter
Henderson, the horticulturist, to whose book Wilson contributed a
chapter on grapes. He correspoaded with the principal plant im-
porters of the world and thereby obtained many fine specimens. At
one time Mr. Magee was associated with him in the Hoffman garden,
and in 1878, Hoffman gave Magee and Geary, then owners of a
commercial greenhouse on Crombie Street, several azaleas and camel-
lias. Some of the lacter grew to the top of the greenhouse and had
to be trimmed to confine them therein.
and never a blossom sold.

They were kept for sentiment
Some were seventy-five and some nearer
a hundred years old, and they were there until the greenhouse was
razed.

Capt. John Fiske Allen, who lived across the street at No. 31,
and Capt. Hoffman did much hybridizing with Spanish grapes, having
excellent results. 'The Augustus, Rogers and Manning grapes became
famous as grown in Salem. Some of these grapevines have continued
to bear fruit since 1810, the huge roots outside, vine and Hamburg

grapes within the hothouse.

On the second floor of the brick carriage house, Capt. Hoffman
had buile a grape closet, which was later used as a model by the
government for a cold storage plant. It was a closely boarded section
with the inner surface padded with curled hair, held in place by
laths; the heavy door was one foot thick, with hand wrought hinges
and handles, and was padded with curled hair held in place with
tufted cotton cloth. Inside this room was a smaller one, insulated in
The ceiling was of lath for the circulation of air,
and grapes were hung on hooks from the ceiling. There was a shelf
extending around three sides of the rcom. On the floor were the
srape boxes, 12” x 14” x 33”, which were 215" thick and were
lined with charcoal and closed with padded covers; here the grapes
and other fruit were safely stored and brought out on state occasions.
It is said that in the winter, Capt. Hoffman spent the greater part
of his day in this closet, looking over the fruir by lantern light, when
it was so cold that bricks were heated for him to stand on,

a similar manner.
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B6335p 742 Virginia M, Lewis
Mageh 30,1977 %o
’ Charles B and Susan P, Gilligan
tenants by entirety
Quit elaim
land and bulldings

see plan descriptisn
en
precesdiag page

for title see £li,abeth B, Shea te Virginia M, Lewls
BS54 5Tp796 Virginia is alse kmewn as Virginia L, Charity

BSL5TpT796 Eliaabeth B, 3Shea
July 12,1967 te
Virginia M. Lewis alse® kaswn as
Virgimia L, Charity
lamd ard builldings
same dsseriptien

see Ellen D, Leeney te Mary Leulize Shsa Sept., 29, 1919
B2l 2lipli 76 Prebate #28738l alse deed B53)40p/50
Mary C. Geldkamp te Elizabeth B, Shea

B5340pL50 Mary C. Geldkamp ef West Hartferd Ct,
Feb, 8,1966 released her rigats im preperty
Te
flizabeta 5, Shea of Salem
land amd bulldings
same descriptien

premises life eatate te Mary Leuise Shea by desd of
Ellem D. Leemey Sept., 29, 1919 B2L42L4pL76

Otte musband ef Mary Geldkamp released his right ef dewer



Prebate #28738L Mary Leouise Shes
died Jam,13,1966

Reirs:
Elizabetk B, Shea Ll Caestnut. 8t daughter
Mary C, Geldkamp 261 35, Maim 3% "
Wwest Hartferd Ct,
J.P.Simmons 15 County Way Bev, %
Margaret L, Pewers 22 Primesten Dr,
Medford %
Patrieia april 3955 Jeffapsem Ave gramd daugntor
Susan Regers 17 sllswerth Ave "
Riehard Callahan & I £ son 1n law
(not am meir)
Bllen MeGrane 65 mméicett 3%, granmd daughter
May 12,1966

net preeceeds from fire less em ;ersemal prepert;
reeceived frewm St, Paul Imsuranee Ce, @HOOO persemal
preperty leecated at | Hamiltem S%.

B2L2Lpl 76 sllemn D. Leeney, widew
fer eonrsidoration land deseribed
Sect. 29,1919
te Mary Leuise Shea wiie of Birthelemew
J. Shea now residimg at 4 Hamiltem St, tes held during

her life time and after her deatih in ecudl shares te her
eaildren:

BEllem D, Shea

#lizabeth b, Shea

Mary C, Shsa
te sueh of trhrem that may be then livimg and if nene eof
them survive thelr mether them upem her dsath te sueh
persens in sueh preopertiems and upem sueh terms as she
may by kepr will appeint

same eznveyed by decd
Walter £, Me Dsnald May 1, 1913
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B2210p573 Mary Lli.abeth Phinmey
May 1, 1913 te
$1 and ether Naltor T, Me Denald

censider.tien ,
land and buildings

saze deseriptiem
econveyed by Revert Wilsem May 26,1906
B1828p26

purpese of this deed iz te cerreet the err r iam Lhae
deseriptien in de.d ef Oct. 31, 1910 B 204 7pL 07

B2210p575 Walter T, Me Dcnald
May 1,1913 %5

%1 and ether illen D, Leenmey
eonsideration

land and bulldinmgs

same degeriptien

this deasd is te correect amn erreor in the deseription e I

& deed given by me te Ellem Leeney on QOet, 31, 1910
B2183p191

A«lter's wife Margaret relessed asr dewor

B2183p191 dalter T, McDemald
Cet, 31,1310
recerded Eo

Nev, 27, 1912
&llen D, Leeney
land and buildings
same a@escriptien as B 2047pL07
cerrective desd B2210p575

B204 7pl 07 Mary Zlizabeth Phinney
Cet, 31, 15910 te
A.lter T. MeDonald

land and ouildirgs
the deseriptiem eof the praeaperty beundariss are difrarent
than the eriginal deed, it emits tke 99,8 b2 indary line
the 1.5 and 12,6 lines are the wreng direetisn sand the
35.2 linme i3 listed 5,2 The rest is ecorrcet

all the arrers are eerrect:d inm B2210p573



B1828p26 Rebert and Margared . dilsen
$1 of springfield

May 26,1906 William Wilsen

of iermal, Nebraska

children and le gatess eof Hugh Wilsen late eof Salem

te
ary Bligabeth Phinnsy

land and ouildi .gs
correet deaseriptien

Susan F. Wilsen widew of Hugh Rmew dead

prebate #8438L Hugh Wilsem
1899
Gilbert L. Strester, fxe.
Inventery:
house and land l} Kamilien 3G. $2,000
" ¢ Magnelia Ave, Lynn 1,500
veedlat in Tewsbury 100
Galew savings 1,09L.42
salem Sck Savings 1,114.10
Jarren Bk Peabody 1,111.88
Bt’:‘%fé:;!’l! B;-Vi_ﬂgﬂ 1,107 031.
Danvers Savings 1,049.58
Cape Ann Savinga 1,357.40
netes and wort_ ares:
Bernards Fallenm 1,000
dilliam Flewe:: 500
Isaae Niles 1,200
Franecis surrill 1,850
Leuis Beurasuf 1,800
H.B.DeLeng 1,500
benéds eof Cedar Haplds and nev. ny Ce. 1,350
peliey 1ife insurance 2,000
eask 100
persenal 25
other shares ne value

tatal ~18,159.69



Hugh Wilson (esnt.)

Probate #84384
heirps:
Susan F, widow ' salem
Jehn sSOn H
William " Hebraska
Rebert " springfield

of will:
$1 te my sen Jechn and

Maln part
after dceease of my wife
all the rest te s ns William and Robert
will date June 16,1897
B998p109 Charles Eaffman
May 22, 1878 te
$1 Hugh WJilsen 2 .. ]
F?éﬂ::::]?-§
land * e T
begining 99.8 feet im frem Namilten 3%, Bh
B977p180 Charles Hoffman
May 13, 1877 te
$2,500 Hugh W lsen
messuage
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