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HISTORY OF THE DIXEY MORGAN HOUSE

In 1621 the ship "Fortune" anndived 4Ln the PLymu . th Colceny,
wi{th new settlens. Among them was a young man ghom Wales
named Robent Mongan. Forn a few years he trhaveled around,
including a stay in Saco, Maéne)beﬁone settling for good
in Beverly in the 1630's." He bought Land, and mannied.

0f his so0ns, Joseph, born in 1650, Ain turn had many sons.
Robent, boan 4in 1681 marnied Marny Thoandyke. Among Zhein
childnen 48 the man this history conceans: Dixey Morgan,

“born Ain Bevenly 4in 1708. He marnded a Bevernly ginl, Lucy

Taylon in 1733 and we find him Listed An 1751 ap owning a
house. AL some time An the next two years the Morgans moved
to Safem; probably sellLing thein house and hoping to buy
mene Land for thein ghowing family. They settled on a Lanrge
garm in South Salem: the area afong Lorning Avenue which now
encompasses CLeveland Road and Pickman Parnk. This was zthe
ancient "Holkmes Farm" (with the only building known to exist
in South Salem in 1700) eventually bought by Benfamin Pickman
and known Long aften as the "Pickman Farm". Dixey Morgan was
probably a farm hand on this Large acheage, saving his money
towand owning his own fawm. Life was harnd and not untif 20
years aften he marnied did he finally buy his ginst piece o4
Salem Land. -

For a moment, Let us deschabe this anea 4in South Salem. ALL
the Land south of the South Riven and MiLL Pond (now the swamp
between Jefpernson Avenue and the railroad) was known as the
South Fields. What {5 wnow Loning Avenue was known as zthe

"OLd Road" to Manblehead,cnossing Forest Rivern at Lthe Leggs
HiLl Road bridge and following across up the slope easiwand
into the present "0&d Salem Road", Manblehead. The §finst
mill at Forest Riven was buiflt by Samuel Gandnern An 1735.  Twe
yeans Raten, the Forest Rivern Buddge was built, and the "New
Road"to Manblehead Laid out from the (present) College site
through the South Ficids mose oh Less whene uppen Lagfayette
Strneet L5 now. Gardner, the miLEl ownen,bullt his own house on
the steep hill (between Raymond Road and Raymond Avenue) overn-
Looking his mill. Varacus early Salem men had owned parncels
of this eastenly South Fretds Land from the 1600's on, but

no one bullt thene befone Gardnen.

In 1753, Dixey Mongan bought a 3 ache piece of Land down fc
the shone. (approximately whene numbens 412,414, 411 and 415
Lafayette Strneet ane nowl. A yearn Laten, Morgan added afmosi
13 acnes mone with ?2nd purchase (gfrom houses 416, 417 south
and west to the Raymend Avenue areas and "Adams Swamp"). He
now had acquined a good s4dze farm sdite, but & more years werne
to pass befone he had the money to build his own home. He
probably began cultivating his own §ields, in addition to his
wonk on PiLckman Faam. :

Meanwhile his wife bone him thein 9th baby. The Last 4 Monrgan
childnen wene baptized at Salem's Tabernacle Church. 1In 757
forn 54 6sh. 8p. Dixey Mongan bought the "nonthenly halg of the
wall, pew on the nornthenly sdide of the western stainrcase” at
the chunch. ALL Salem men wene assessed poll taxed; also
taxes on theirn buildings and Lands, and on "pernsonal estate

- —dkdiioome by trade." These taxes wene, in addition, fLavied

in 3 sets: the Provavee fax, Zhe County Tay and fhe Town Tax.
The scattened neconds »tifl available shyw Dixey paying only
poll taxes untid his f4inst Land punchase 4in 1753. From Lhen
on he paid the fLand and income taxes also. By 1757 his ofd-
est son Wikliam was oven 21 and paying his own taxes. Dixey

45 necornded fon 3 yeans as senving as a "Constable” ( dne of

4 gavggsby the assessnns) who collected taxes 4in 1759, 1764,

a n « :
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INI ORMATION FROM VITAL RECORDS OF SALLM, BEVERLY, MARBLEHEAD

Vexer Motgan

Peciening Collins

-

G.
Benjamin Metcalf

N

boan An Bevenly 1708 5 Robent & Mary
died (n Salem May 19, 1789 age §1
married Lucy Tadten An 1733 4in Bevently
chitdnen [ baptised (n Bevenly) WiLlLiam 1735
(Finst Panish) Lucy 173&
: Mary 1739 :
Chanity 1743 (died young)
Chanity 1745 (died 1841
see Collins

(baptised in Salem) Andrew 1748
Dixey 1752 m.Jane Daniels
1808
BQdeMLn 1753 (ddied woung
Benjfamin 1755 m. Lucy Smit
1606 and had 7 chifdnren
marnted Hannah Masawny 1781 ‘ .

of Manblehead ! ho b.inth necond)
died in Salem of asthma in 1811 age 49
marnied Charndtu Munqan An 1772
chitdnenTbavtised <n MarblLehead)Hannah 1775 m. Nathaniedl
Boynton of Lynn 1796
Chanity 1779 (no fpurthes
S neconds)
Dixey 1783 death"sudden"
1822 age 40 S
Pickending Jn. m Rebecca
Bowden 1804 had daughtex
boan 1805, he died befere
1811.
Sarnah 1786 m, William Bree
of Lynn in 1809 died 183
chcﬁdnen WAiLLLam Jn.
. Sanrah ELLen :
C Mary Ann d, 1841

i
¢

born 4n 1795 (no birnthplace: neconded)

died in Salem 1871 age 76

he Lived An Lynn: marnied Many Jane Lakeman 06 Gaﬂem in
1833 she was boan An 1806, died 4n T8E7.
chitdren: Benjamin F. 1835
: Chanles A 1839 died 1928
\ marnied Mary Abby Peabodw
| 0f Ipswlch an 1874
Geonge W 1842, '
Salem City Dinectory 06\1837 Listed B.G. Metcak{ ﬁLV(nc
on the Pickering Faam 4inj South Salem.
\

“Many Abby Peabody Metcalg ( see above, wife ok Chanfes A Metcaﬁﬁ came from .

Byrnon T, AIWO0¢;
e

S

Sent Dee

Z;}\L W i

Tpswich, no dates found of hen binth and death She
came from Ipswich and apparently Legt Salem aﬁten seld-
ing the propenty 4in 1929. .

mannied Helen Knight of Manchesten

childrne boan in Wenham: Nancy 1927
. Byrnon Jn. 1928
bornn An Salem; Mardianne 1931 d. 1932
‘ Jane 1935 ‘
Betsy 1938

baby stillborn 1943

b 1918 in Worcesten, Mass, mannied Sylvda A, Lewis
born 1922, Holyoke. : T
children: born 4in Worncesten.  Richand 1947
born in Beventy Joshua 1949
Justin 1951
Rachef 1953
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Bock 4585, page 70:
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Mg 27, 1882 Chanles A Meteabg bought /uum Manuy 7,
Brackett, widow of Saliom fon $2300.00 Land and buied-
ings An Salem bounded as follows: on W, of Lafayetto
Sto where Cand jodns Land of Pratt, nunning W. 219
tunning nunning SW 985' to Manble head Branch Ra&knuad
turning nunning SE by R.R. 168" to Land of Walcotd,
turnding nunning Nt by Land of sadld Walcott 399",

nunnding E.by same 438" to street, then N.on 5tnecf 598’
to beginndng.

June 21, 1883 Chanles Hatch bought from Chankes A Metcatd
fon $1.00 and valuables™ all nights to Land and bulldings
descndibed in Book 1110 page 188 also an undivided 341d
panrt, :

June 21, 1883 Marny A. Metcalf bought 4aom Chanfes Hatch
of Ouincy "fon $71.00 and ofhen valuables™ all nights fo
Land (about & acnes) and buildings bounded N by Land of
Samuel Pratt, E, by lLafayetie Strheet, S. & SE by Land
pormernly of Nelson now of Walcott; S. & SW by Marblelicad
Branch R.R., W. by Land of heins o4 Nathaniel Kelly

ALso (about 3 acnes) Land bounded on N.by Land o4 T(wwu:
E.§ SE by hanbor; S.by Land of Pickman orn Loaing; W.

bq Lafayette Street.

Septemben 1888, Stephen E. Abbott 44 named agent fo+
Geonge W. Metcalf{ [ son-addrness unknown)

Sepfemben 17, T8§88 Marny A Metcalf (wife o4 Chanles A)

gets assigned buildings and 5 177 acres o4 Land bounded
from Lafayette Street W-220' by Land of Pratt, SW by Land
of Kelly 512' tunning E by Land set o4 gorn George Metcald
550" o Lafayette STreet, also Land acrhoss sitreet to

waten and N to Land of Toppan.

Aprnil 26, 1929 Byron T. Atwood and his wife Helen bought
grom Marny A Metcalf Land fogethern with buildings thercon
beginning at N.cornen therneof on Lafayetfe Street along
with Land foxmenly o4 J.P.Browning heirns, now of Lougee
and Goodwin hunnding W 341 1/2' to Land fomnmenly cof hedns
o4 Nathaniel Kelly; nunning SW by Land of Kelly 190' to

a stone bound and Land formernly of Lucy S Browning Lurn-
ing E.by Land of Browning 463' to a stone bound on
Lagayette Street, turning N 118' to pa&nt 04 beginning.

“July 1959 Robent M. Deedand his wife Sylvia bought fram

Byrnon T. Afwood and his wife Helen Land fogethen with the
buildings thereon beg&nn&ng at N cornen thereof on
Lafayette Strneet akong 2% fommenly o4 Lougee and Goodwdir
nunning W. 341 1/2' to Land formenly of heirns of Nathaniet
Kelly nunning SW by Land opg Kelly 190' to a stone bound
and Land formenly o4 Lucy S. Browning, tunning E, by Land
04 Browning 463' to a stone bound on Laéagetta Stnaet
tunning N. 118! 2o point of beg&nn&ng ‘
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coothe acecunt 1 had from Widow Piokendng Coldins, the
next nedghbon G Browne, on Land bought from Gardnen
whe budlt Forest Rivern MilEs) who was « Morngan and (4
wpen hen pataanciny.  Hen famdily was frnom Bovehly, An
Wwheooh some ane sl foond.

1818 Last cvening 1 spent with a cdncle of friends at
the Widow of Plckening Coellins, nean Gardnen's on the
Fornest River MiLls. Hen pathen Mongan buitt the house
about 50 yeans ago. The house on the hill was the
Gandnen, on mill house, and L8 s£LLL owned by the heins
of Farmen Browne who purchased Lt and Lived at a great
age Ain At. The milLs have been nepeatedly scld...

The Morgan Lot 45 about 15 acres.....

Manch 5, 1824 Tsaac Wyman o4 Manblehead buys the
mantgages hetd by Seward Baimblecome (dee) on the Land
and buildings of Pickening Collins [dec) fon $827.70

March 11, 1840, Benfamin G. Metcalf bought from Nathandcet
and Hannah Boynton, William Breed Jn, and his son W{LLLan
( %8 ane heins of Pichening Collins). forn $200.00:

16 aches o4 Land bounded on E. by Satem harnbon, on S by
Land of Plckman; N.by Denby's Marsh; NW by Land cof Denbu
and Kelly; N, by Land o4 Pratt; highway passing through.

Aprnil 24, 1840 Benfamin G. Metcalf bought from ELizaboeih
Wyman, administrator of estate of lLsraac Wyman forn
ST570.41: 18 aches of Land through which highway passes
which sadd Tsaac held in montgage which 1 took possess-
Lon o4 4on condition broken £in 1837; bounded E. on harbos
S. by Pickman farm; W, by Denby ganm; N, by Pratt estate

NW by Kelkli. :

April 24, 1840 Benfamin G. Metcal4 ftook out a morntgage
fon $400.00 with ELLzabeth Wyman on this propenty.
Morntgage was discharged in 1844, ‘

Chanity Colfins widow, died 4in Lynn in 1841 age 93. She
was an applilcant forn a Revolutionary Pensdion o4 the

U.S. Petition 04 hen daughten Hannah Boynton to rneccoven
balance of hen pensdon s£iLL due. WLLLLam Breed [(husban
0f Sarah Collins Breed, dec, 1839) and Willfiam Breed IJIR.
04 age are adminisiratons. There were 2 minon Breed
chifdnen, Sanah and Maryann({died 1841).

o
Benfjamin G. Metcald s08d o044 about 6 acres of his Land
fo James D. Nelson. (this Latern belonged to John M.
Raymond] Charles Metcal¥ (son) bought it back at one
point but Lost it by defauliting on morntgage.

Benjamin G. Metcalf died June 12, 1871 intestate Left
widow Marny L., s0ns Benfamin F 0§ ST. Loudis, Chanles A
of Salem, Geonge W o4 Iowa. o

Tnventony included house,=barn and out buildings valued
at $2500.00 about 11 acres of Land vatued at $3500.00.

7 cattle, 1 honse, wagons, farm tooks, fpurnishings, plus
some cash in the bank ($700.00) Cn

Acconding to RLaw this estate would go 1/3 to each son.

July 1879 Many L. Metcalf widow is assigned dowen Lin

Pands. (she had petiiioned count gfon some kind of
provisLon)

Septemben 1879 Chantes A (son) is assdigned 2 undivided :
pants (which included homestead) ' ; ,
Geonge W (thnough agent Benfamin G. Hathaway) (s assig
1 un%&u&&ed 3nd pant |(which Ancluded Land at the south
pant of estate).

SR ]
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Book 154, rgge 50

bocek 160, page 203

Beek 160, page 203

Diany of William
Tcntéeu Vol 4
page 17.

Probate Docket
# 6105

oy ok WilPiam
Aley Vol 4
e 78§

Pickending Collins,
. died Kpril T8TT Widow Chanity named executrix.

¢h Love Pichkman widow, dece,
Collins 189¢,7sh,8p, which (s 70ma(n(wq suUm 0 OA mo?fgaqe
dwe, noleasing to P{CIUN<ng Cobling titte to and buildings

theneon the Cand as follows:  the Tand ou»vvjel to vaeu
Mergan Do Bewganaon Genvdsh (n Book 100, page 65 and th
Land convened to Dixey Mongan by Fvana{é Cabuot 4An deed

dated Octoben 6, 1766. The whole sum of Land beding 15
actes 81 potes bounded as follows: on S, by Land of
Jonathan Rruown formenly Gandnen; S. and W. on Fitch's
and Plchkman's tand; W and N, by Land of Hodges and
Britton, on N.buy Morngan's Land, formernly Reeves,
by hanbon.

¢n-E:

Septemben 22, 1791 Pickering Collins mortgages this
same estate to Sewand Baimblecome of Marnblehead fon 1358
The due date of the monitgage %o be Septemben 19, 1792

Poynton sells back to Pickening

7 small pieces of tand as folLcis

March 29, 1796, Hannah
Collins forn 348 18h, 9p.

Finste 1 acne 150 potles bounded on E,by road from Safem
to Manblehead, S, on Land Late of Francis Cabot but now
of P.o Collins, N oon iand o4 Nathaniel Ropes (dec.) N, a

Little E, by Land of heins of Joseph Ropes(dec.)

Second piece ovposdlte firnst on N, bj Land of Late Joseph
Ropes, E. by hanbon, S, Land o4 Late Cabot new of said
Cufliné W, by noad.

This (s the same fand necovened from Collins in a court
judgg¢ment in August 1794 (see montgage book 114, page 213!

Marnch 29, 1796 Pickending Coldins montgages this same Lapd
to Sewand Bruimb€ecome forn 39E. The sum of $130 and in-
tenest to be nepadd Brimblecome in one yeak.

7

tost an ofd friend Pickending Collins age 69,
by whom we have been cften

This day we
a panmen 4n South Fields,
kindly ententained,
Ma. Pickending Collins was bnought from his fanm. .

and bunied from his brothen-in-Laws WALLLam Browne.

His friends could attend with great convendence and
they did thein duty. He was much and desenvedly ne-
spected. His wife was a Morgan, and Morgan the fazthen
An Raw possessed Lthe farm beforne him. He Left one son
unmarnied, besides his othen childrnen. :

yeoman will dated Februanry 1811, he
Wit
gives to wife Chanity th@ use and Ancome of his estate
fon Life.

to his son Dixey 1/2 og pnopentg on St. Peten Street

(bought in 1766 146-111) i

to his sisten 1/2 o4 pqopentg on St. Peten Street

small bequest to daughten of his Late son Pickening
Remainden o4 estate neal and pensonal %o be dLULded
1/3 to 3 children:

Dixey Coflins

Hannah Collins Boynton

Sanah CollLins Breed
Tnventony of estate: house and Land in S. Safem $£3000.00
vlus furnishings, house and Land on St. Peten Stheet
$800.00. Thenre ane no probate neconds for Dixerq ColLins.

Tune 1811, Mns. Collins who was a Morgan, sald she wax b
on what {5 now the site o4 Pickman's farm when L2
belonged to Gennish 66 yeans ago.

(also) Mr. Flag in his gondola carnied his horse vlow uy
Jeggles 1sland, He hoed Last yean, and the nchhbuns 5~u
fon this finszt time the s0iL on Ih&é nock was ploughed.

1t has not 1/4 ache. THe hoeing gave 19 bushels of potatc
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ek 114, page 213 October 135, 1762 Dixey Morngan fon 16¢ (parcel sum of
328) moentgages 2 small pancels of Land (about 3 aches
the same (n Book 110, page 223) % Thomas Poynton,
menclant of Salem.

Samuet Cunwen Papens, Vol TI1T Lists among othern houses
budlt in 1762, one built Ain the South Fields of Salem:
biy Dixey Mongan. ‘

Beok 121,page 21 Octoben 17, 1766 Dixey Morgan and wife Lucy take out
a mortgage with Francts Cabot on South Flelds Land
(2 pancetls, 12 acrnes &1 poles, and 3 aches) This Land
was sold to Morgan by Benjamin Gernndish April 19, 1754
in Book 100, Page 65. :

Beeh 133, wage 22 Januany 24, 1774 Dixey Morgan morntgages his Lands (Becok
: 121, page 21, mortgaged] plus house and barn to Love

Pickman fon 160£ 155., Samuel Curwen's signatunre (5 on
the document. ‘

Mass Soldieas and "eall fon troops followed..... by rnesolve o4 Januarny 20,
Sallons ¢f the 1776...40n Lemporary hedinporcement to strengthen the
Revolutlionary Warn army Lines and porntifications around Boston,...a
Vel T, page XTX quota appontioned to vardious towns.
coo.commanding offdicen o4 each company of militla in
S the towns mentioned, should musten his command without

defay...s0ldiens to senve untdl Aprnil 1776 ( at Least)

Vot XI Benfjamin Morgan ! don of Dixey Morgan) private enterned
July 70, 17776, Capt. John Symonds company of matresses
naised {n Salem, senved 2 months, 11 days.

Isnael Morgan (Dixey's nephew) same company as above
senved 2 months, 4 days.
Dixey Morngan Jn. Private, Capt Benjamin Wands Company
enlisted Januany 22, 1776, discharged June 1776, senvice
4 monzths, 19 days, aftern this he L8 Listed on nolls of
brigantine "Tyrannicide" finally dischanged Februanry
17, 1777. o ' '

? Andrew Mongan, (son of Dixey Mongan) same company as .

| above, stationed at Salem forn defense of seacoast;
senvice from July 1775, to June 1776. Then he L5 on
nolls o4 "Tyrannicide" until January 1, 1777.

Vet 111 ~ Pickening Colins of Manblehead , Matross, Capt. Edward
. FeXttyplace™s (Mbhd) Company, enlisted Februany 22, 1776
. senvice to Septemben 1, 17765 6 months § days, also on
List of prnisonens brought to Manblehead Ain the cartel
Nuss Solctrors,sailors 8 Pacdfic" to be exchanged forn British prdsonens as
Trines s dhe Crivizar netunned by Thomas Stone,| Commissany (no year Listed).

" k. VI, page 187  Geonge W. Metcald [son oé‘Benjaan W. Metcal§) age 19
: senved from Octoben 1861, 2o November 1864 with the
144 Reg. Mass. Volunteen Cavalhy.

Probate Docket Dixey Monrgan died 1789, yeoman ( Lntestate) Leaves widow
# 18712 Y Hannah, Edward Bowen named adminisitratorn (5&gned by
i/ WitLiam Mongan, [ son) Pickening Collins{ son-in-Law)

i

Inventory of estate Aprnil 1790 included:
Mansion house and 1§ acnes 4in South Fields 2152,
vaniour household {tems. o
List of Debts:
Zo L[uove Pickman: montgage, phrincipal and internest 185¢
to Isnael Morgan (nephew) &5& '
small debts to Benjamin Lynde, Nathan Bowen, Jchathan
Phelps . :
Eétage is declared insolvent. Claims allowed agqinét
estate 1792 include amounts to Nathan Bowen, Benjamin
Lynde, WiLliam West, John Nonton, Capt. Thomas Gerry
Johnathan Phedps, Lucy Morgan{daughten) Capf. Themas
Poynton.

R 154, page ¢ ’ .
page 50 Septemben‘ZZ,‘7791, Benjamin PLckman Jn. Adm. 0f estate

.
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had earned, but finally otd age forced her to Leave the gamily
home. She spent hen Last days with a marhied daughten in Lynn,
where she passed away Ain 18471; 93 yeans old. Chanity outlived
all but one of hen children. Thene was Little hemaining of
the estate fon hen heins. '

A new penson entens this account: Benjamin Metcalf. The 1837
Satem dirnectony Rists him as Living on the Pickman Faam in ' the
South Fields. He was then 42, marnnied %o a Salem woman Manry
Jane Lakeman, and the fathern of a young don. Metcalf undoubt-
edfy knew the Coflins propenty (it adjoined Pickman Land)and
he may have known ofd widow CollLins. Penhaps he even fanmed
part of hen Land forn hen. Whe she finally died, Benfamin G.
Metcalf bought the title (what was Left of 4t) to the Collins
garm grom Chanity's sunviving daughtern, 2 sons-in-Laws and 3
grandchildren. Then he took oven the Wyman-held montgage( and
paid that off at Last in 1844). 5 i

Probably the homestead was in sad need of repairns by 1840. 1t
was probably Metcalf who neplaced the original firneplace wood-
work with Federal Style. He also ne-Located the 3rd gloon B
stains to the back of the 2nd fLoon, and §inished off 3 bed-
nooms on the 3nd fLoon. By now the Metcalfs had two sons, and
in 1842 the thind was born. Farming was not much more profit-
able a centuny Latern then when Morgan finst plowed the Land,
and Benjamin Metcald s0ld off 6 acres at the south edge 04 his
propernty. The Civil Wan Zook away 19 year ofd George, the
youngest son. He senved 3 years Ln the Union Aamy, and then
foined zthe adventunous young men to "go West". He'settled in
Towa, and the oldest son settled in St. Louds. Charles the
2nd son stayed home. : 3

In 1871, Benfamin Metcalf died, aged 76. He Left no will, 4c

according to Law, his propenty would be divided among his 3

sons. This included his house and out buildings, 11 acres

of Land, 2 cattle, 1 honse, wagons, tools, furniture, ete.,

and $700.00 in the bank. Mary his widow was Legt unprovided

§orn, and & yeans Raten she petitioned the court that she was

old and iLL, with no funds to Live on. Meanwhile Charlfes had

marnied Many Abby Peabody of Ipswich and they were Living also

in the homestead. The count granted the widow "dower in Lands"

and Chankes rneceived 2 ( undivided) thinds of the Land which

included the house. (The ofdest son's whereabouts wenre unknown.)

The youngest son in Towa had a Local agent handle hisy Lthird

which was Zand at the south o4 the property. N
\ e S

Chanles and his wife stayed on with \the ofd widow. They nevexr

had any childnen. He was a sunrveyorn, and seems to have bought

and s0kd 044 Land, in the process, mprtgaging the family home

sevenat times. The old widow died ih 1887. Charnles wrote

oven the propenty into his wife Mary's name: only 5 12 aenes

were Legt of the oniginal Mongan farnm. In the 1890's Chantes

and Mary whrought the next changes 4in the house: Victorian -

stamped iron ceilings, ugly front porch and 2nd fLoorn bay -

window; kitchen and dining room f{ireplaces bricked up and stoves

installed. Window sashes neplaced with 2 oven 2 panes. =

Lagagette Stneet (aa*it was called since 1824) was beding setiled

and 9 on 10 houses stood between what is now the College and

the bnidge at the Lead MilfLs. . Charles land Mary, -whose Rame - -~ —-

held the title) s0ld 044 his Land gradually, and neignboring —

houses wene built. 1Tn 192% Chantes died, aged 89 yeans old.

A yearn Laten, almost a centurny aften the §inst Metcalf aecquin-

ed {t, the Last Metcalf, Mary s0fd hern house and Land: Zhere

nemaining Less than 2 acres of Dixey Morgan's farm. :

" Tn 1929 when Byron T. Atwood, his wife Helen and two young child-

- nen moved into their new home, the Depression Lay on ithe country.
Land was cheap and the Atwood & new home was a good buy; at
Least the Land was. The house, although basically the same
solid fanmhouse buift about 170 yeans before, had no central



i
]

heat, and was sad,ugly fooking, dingy and neglected. Quen the
next 30 yeans that the Atwoods fived hene and raised 4 children
they completely nefuvenated and modennized the house. They
installed a good heating system, good plumbing, and replaced
the ugly Victordian front porch structure with styling to ne-
stone the good taste of a dignifded ofd mansion. A Living noom wﬁy
was added, and a bedroom oven the kitechen., The barn heplaced
by a ganage The whole propenty tastefully Landscaped with
choice shrubs and trhees. Stone rnetaining walls and ternracing
added much to the attractiveness of the setting. The daiveway
tennis count, gardens, childrnen's playhouse and many mohre
cmpnauementA 5o££owed

In 1959, with thein children grown and marndied, the Atwoods
so0ld the propenty, now one of the Loveliest nesdidences 4in

South Salem. Robent Dee, his wife Sylvia and thein 4 children
aged from 6 to 12 found the house just night for a growing
family; the 5th family to grow up Lin this venerable home.

Thene {s tittle open Land Left 4in Salem¥ "South Fields". The
Pickman Farm area 448 all built up. "Adam's Swamp" Ls covered
with the Vetenan's Housing Profect and the expanding Salem
State College buifdings. Samuel Gardnern's home on the hill,
Laten the nesidence of Mayorn John M. Raymond, was torn down’
by developens. Dixey Morgan's ocean front Lands have been
Long since s0ld and built upon. Only a 9 foot strnip from
Lafayette Stneet to the shore nemains with the Last 2 acres
An the propenty of Dixey's ancient homestead, now Ain 1968

206 yeans old, the oldest house Ln South Sakem.

e i LUl S e L o ST i e Y i, et e s e s 5 47T G g gy o 4



Doc,umen tation

cok 3 page 3 ' In 1666 William Browne selds to WilLiam Flint fon 258
15 acnes (bought by WilCiam Browne from Jehn Beckett,
o sommenty betonging to WilLiam Jeggles, dec.) Ain the

South Field, boanded on the S. by Fowest Riven, €. by
hanbon, N.o by some ground formenty ob Henny Harnvod wow
o Wolliam FUant, Woland of Richand Adams .

ook 26, page 148 In 1712 Ephnadim Kempton deeds to his son John Kempton
(inct. othern Zand and houses etlsewhene) " al? that
. upland {n South Filelds given and bequeathed to me"

( by his fathen-in-faw John Reeves) about 2 1/2 on 3
aches, beding half of a 5 acre Lot, being next to the
tate Edwarnd Flint's Land, being pant of the Lot

hene to fone of Dandel Baxten's: afso "my piece of
meadow orn mansdh" about 1/2 acrne bounded on the NW by
Samuel Anchen, E by Edwarnd Flinzt's Rand Lying un-
divided with about the same quanitity of WALLiam Reeves.

seolk 35, page 62 In 1714 John Kempton montgages this South Field Land
to WAlLiam Browne. This 4s padd of4 o Samued Browne
and John Browne [ heins of WiLLiam Browne) 4in 1715,

Rock 31, page 214 In 1717 David FRint pays up debt Lo Col. Samuel Browne
and necedves back title to Land An South Fields includ-
ing 5 acnes bounded on N.by WiL&iam Ropes, E. by harnbon,
S. by Land of Wikliam Reeves, SW by Adams' Swamp, NW,

by Benfamin Pickening.

Beok 31 vage 215 In 1717 Davdid FLint sells this same Lot to Benfamin
Genndsh and Benfamin FLAint (who 48 executon of estate
of the Late Toseph Flint].

Book 45,page 73 July 27, 1725 Samuel Ropes selds to Cochenif Recves fon
208, 2 1/2 acnes in the South Fiefds bounded as {olLows:
Neby Land zthat was formentfy David FLints, E. by Salem
harnbor, S. by John Kempton, W. by Jonathan GLover on
Adam's Swamp. Samuel Ropes Ainhernited this Land.

Bock 110, page 223 Apnil 24, 1753 Dixey Morgan bMought 2 pileces of Land f§rom
Cockendil Reeves forn 378, 138,4p. This deed was destrnoyed
A new one was made out {(fon 55. mone) with 2 dates:
August 10, 1757 and Octoben 13, 1762. This 2nd deed
was signed by heilrns of Cockenilf Reeves: widow ELLzabeth
and many chifdren and spouses. ‘

Finst Pancel: 1 ache, 150 poles bounded on E. by road o
ManbZehead, (measuning 12 poles 9 Links) S. on Land ¢4
Francis Cabot (25 poles 1@ Links) NW by Land of Late
Nathanief Ropes o Land of Joseph Ropes (18 poles 3 Links]
N, ax, £Lttle E.on Land of Joseph Ropes (14 poles 2L Links}
to the noad. |

Second Pancel: 1 1/4 acneg opposite 18 on othen side v
noad, bounded on W. by said noad, (12 poles 5 Links) and>*
40 on to hanbon. E.on harnbon{ wbout 10 poles 13 Links)
/ S.on Land o4 Francis Cabot to the @oadf AN, by land of Fopes
Beok 100,page 65 April 20, 1754 Dixey Morgan bought grom Benfamin Gennish
I hon 1908 2 4. 3p., TZ acnes, 18 poles of Zand an fhe
i ) South Fielfds of Salem An 2 pancels. ,
Finst: bounded on NE corner by new noad a0 caffed from
Salem to Manblehead, being the SE corner of Francdi
Cabot's Land, running by his Land S. 39930'W. 35 poles, 15
Links; thence S,23°W,. 12 pokes, 17 Links by Land of
Mathanie? Ropes, hence S.41°W 4 poles, 22 Links by Land
of Jospeh Bretton: thence S.73°W, 3 poles, 2 Links by
said Bretton's Land; thence S.16° W. 4 poles, 12 Links,
then S.4°W.5 poles, 5 Links, then 8. 23°E. 11 poles
6 Links to Land of Capt. John Gandnen; then E,Z°30'E.
43 poles 10 Links by said Gardnen's Land xo said road
and thence butting E.on said noad to cornen g4inst men-
tioned. : , . ‘
Second pancel : (this 4s the Land on the E.side 0f the
rnoad Opposite the finst tract, running akong the harbon).
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SALEM IN 1700. NO. 35,
BY SIDNEY TERLEY.

The map on the opposite page repre-
sents that part of Salem ‘lying between
Loring avenue and the bay and from Forest
river northwesterly absuta third of a mile.
Ttisbased on actual surveys and title deeds,
and is. drawn on a'scale ‘of six hundred
{eet 1o an inch.. - Tt'shows the lucation of
ti.c only house that was standing trere in
1730, Tre dotted lines show ‘where 1.a-
fayette sireet now rums. - It was the road
to Marblehead which was, laid out in
1737, accounts of which have been given.
Orginally,. ‘it ran- along ‘the. shore
around the point in front of the residence
of ‘Hon. John AL Raymond. - The land
camages occasioned by the laying out of
this road were met by the grant of the
Soutn field hill, shown on the map, to the
owrers of the several lots of land through
which it passed. The line with the dashes
acress . it show 'where the Marblehead
branch of the ‘Boston & Maine Railroad
oW TURS.

Loring avenue was the ol way to Mar-
liehead, having been laid ouat in 1066,
as described 1n a former article. Tt was
called the highway as it goes t ward Mar-
vlehead in 1676 ; highway to Marhlehe
1713 ye country road leadiny to Mar
kead, ‘1719 ve road leading through

*Lroken.

ANTIQUARIAN,

South field to Marbichead, 15734 the old
road so called to Marblehead, 1773 the
road leading to  Forest river bridge so
called ~and  Salem ‘hospital, 1777 ; and
Loring avenue since 13881.

The water on the ‘east was called ‘For-
est river as_early as 1666 ; ye water or
harbor, 1669 ; the river, 1692 ; ye sea or
salt water, 1708; cove or river, 1791 ;
Salem harbor,1812 ; and the harbor, 1829.

Forest river has been so called since
1636, ~at least. Its Indian name was
Massabequash.

The creek running out of Forest river
was called Mouser’s cove in 1656, prob-
ably because John Mouser owned land
upon -it very early ; and was called ‘creek
or branch of Forest river in 1730.

William Reeves Lot This was a part
of “the lot of Daniel Baxter. - It subse-
quently belonged:to John Reeves of Sa-
lem as early as 1652. “Mr. Reeves died
in 1681, having devised this part of his
lot-to his:son William Reeves, who owned
itin r700.

Lphraim  Kempton Lot This ‘was a
part-of the five-acre lot of Daniel Baxter.
1t subserjuently belonged toJohn Reeves
of Salem, as early as 1652, Mr. Reeves
died in 1681, having devised this portion
to his daughter Mary’s husband, Ephraim
Kempton: of Salem, a ‘locksmith. - He
owned:it in 1700,

Ldevard Flint LoZ_ This lot belonged
to Daniel Baxter of Salem, szaman, be-
fore 16435, when the half-acre of marsh
at the north end of it was cranted to him.
He conveyed the whole Tot 1o William
Flint of Salem 12: 3 mo: 1653.% M
Tlint died, possessed of it, Feb. 2z, 1672-
3, having devised /it 'to ‘his son. Iidward
Flint. 1t was then appraised at twelve
pounds. - Tt belonged to Fdward Flint in
1700,

Samuel  Gardner Lot enry True
owned this lot very early, Te owned it in
1653 5 2t probably conveyed that part of
it lyinz easterly of the dashes soon after.
Te came Uinto the possessian of Samuel
Gardner, My Trae sdned in o3 ose
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sessed of thatpart of the lot lying westerly
of the dashes; and his administratrix con-
veyed it to George ‘Gardner of Salem,
merchant, 22:g: 1659.* - Lieutenant
Gardoer died Aug. 2o, 1679, having de-
vised this part of the lot to his son Sam-
uel, who owneéd the other part. :

Thete -were three small: lots  at the
southern corner of this lot, shown on the
map -within' the “dashes. .  Henry True
owned the middle one, and ‘it was con-
veyed by the administratrix of ‘his estate
in the deed above-mentioned.. The other
lots were owned at ‘that time (1659) by
Samuel Archer and Goodman Skerry.

Samuel Gardner owned 'the entire lot
in 1700.

Benjamin Browne Lot.  This lot of

meadow.: or -marsh land early " belonged--

to William Lord. He owned it -prébably

“as early as 1659. It belonged to Benja-

min Browne in. 1700,

John Holmes Lot.. ‘This lot was early
known as. % Mowser’s,”” having ‘probably
belonged "to John Mousar, -and perhaps
granted to him in 1639.  Thomas Brown-
ing died, pssessed of it, in the spring of
1671, having devised his land to his sons-
in-law " Joseph: Williams and Isaac Mea-
chum. - They divided the estate 17: 2z:
1675, and this ‘lot was._assigned ‘to. Mr.
Meachum.t Mr. o Meackhum lived “in
Endfield, Mass., Nov. 14, 1693, when ‘he
conveyed this lot to Samuel ‘Gardner of
Salem.? ~1or twenty-seven pounds Mr.
Gardner conveyed it to - John: Holmes of
Salem April 9,°1094 ;% ‘and Mr. ‘Holmes
died, posse-«ed of it, in 1718,

Seuthiicid Hill - This hill was reserved
by the Southfield proprietors when the
lands in this section were divided 1in “the
early days. - When the new highway (now
Lafayette street) was laid out-{rom the
prescont Normal school to “the lead mills
on Forest ‘river, in 1737, the proprictors
granted this hill to the owners of land

*Fssex Reaistry of Deeds, book 1, leaf 73,
Thooex Regrrry of Deeds, book iy, lead 100,
try of Deeds, book 03, leaf 183,
SEosee Revntry of Deedsbeok 1y, deat as,

over which the new road ‘was laid’ out.*
This hill was hired for many ye:rs of the
Southfield proprietors by John Holmes
and after his death by his son’ Benjamin
Holmes, before its-grant in-1737.

John Holmes - House. ' John Holmes
was a yeoman and lived in Salem on this
lot about 1676. When the house that stood
here in 1700 was built is not known, but
probably about 16756, Mr.. Holmes died
in 1718, and the house and land descend-
ed to his son Benjamin Holmes, who was a
husbandman, and lived ‘here. The house
was probably taken down before 1750.

o Edward Flint Lot This lotwas owned

by ~William  Flint very early.  He died
Feb. 2, 1672-3, possessed of it. His sons,
Edward and Thomas Flint, divided the

—estate Dec.'3, 1694 ; and this lot was as-

signed to Edward.7 = Edward Flint owned
itin 1700.

Thomas Flint Lot This lot was owned
by William Flint very. early. He died
Feb. 2, 1672-3, possessed of it. His sons,
Edward ‘and "Thomas Flint, divided the
estate Dec. 3, 1694 ; and this lot was as-
signed to Thomas,T who owned it in 1700.

*See Essex Registry of Deeds, Lock 74, leat
138, —
TEasex Registry of Deeds, boc
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