Eight Carpenter Street
Salem, Massachusetts 01970

On July 2, 1808, Joseph Edwards, a Salem housewright, pur-
chased a plot of land on Carpenter Street from Jacob Lord for
$450.00. 1 Having just completed the construction of a federal
house across the street at Five Carpenter Mr. Edwards immedi-
ately commenced building his own residence at Eight Carpenter
Street. The three-story gambrel was finished in 1809, and
Mr. Edwards had occupied it less than a year when he de01ded
to sell it to Joshua Beckford in 1810.2 Mr. Beckford, an
established cordwainer, paid $1300.00 cash for the plot of
land, newly-built house and rights to half the well water
located on the northern boundary of the property. Mr. Beck-
ford died in 1844 and Eight Carpenter Street was passed by
the laws of intestacy to Daniel R. Beckford, his minor son.
Being unable to hold real property in the Commonwealth as a
minor, Daniel's guardian, Sarah P. Beckford, sold the house
at publlc auction for $78.57 to Jonathan S. Bryant in 1845,

Mr. Bryant, also a cordwainer by trade, died in 1859, and
devised Eight Carpenter Street in his will to his brother,
Hiram XK. Bryant, a shoe manufacturer. 4 ‘During his tenure in

. the house, Hiram made certain improvements to the structure,
primarily evidenced by a two-story addition affixed to the
Eastern end of the house.? ‘Hiram died intestate in 1883, and
the property passed to his three sons, Charles, George and
Edward as tenants in common.® Due to the geographic separa-
tion of the tenants (Charles in Massachusetts, Edward in New
York, George in California) a petition to partition was filed
for the d1v151on and sale of the interests at Eight Carpenter
Street in 1885./ Theodore M. Osborne, an appointed commissioner,
sold the groperty to Jennie C. Emmerton on April 24th for
$2500.00. In 1904, Mrs. Emmerton sold the property as well

as some additional land she already owned on the east end of
the lot, to another widow, Caroline C. Johnson.? The house

and its present land boundary was passed to Robert and Esther
Apthorp in 1923, who occupied the house until 1934.10 On Decem-
ber 10th of 1934, the Apthorps conveyed Eight Carpenter to
Thomas F. Sullivan.ll Mr. Sullivan lived in the house but three
years when he sold it to Mary F. Levesque.l?2 Mrs. Levesque

sold the house after World War II to Bertha J. VonSaltza,

the wife of a well-known Salem artist.l3 After some trans-
ferring of the house between Mr. and Mrs. VonSaltza, first to
defeat curtesy and then to guard against Mr. VonSaltza's
advancing age,l4 the house was conveyed to its present owners,
“Amy C. Burbott and Kathleen A. Karydis, on June 27, 1979.
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Jacob Lord to Joseph Edwards, Book 184 Page 62, July 2,
1808. Deed ‘

Joseph Edwards to Joshua Beckford, Book 189, Page 228,

~April 10, 1810. Deed

Sarah P. Beckford as guardian for Daniel R. to Jonathan J.
Bryant, Book 354 Page 160, May 1, 1845, Deed

Estate of Jonathan Bryant, Probate Docket No. 33927,
April 5, 1859. Administration

See the mortgages and discharges:

Hiram K. Bryant to Edward C. Bryant, Book 642 Page 271
September 20, 1862. Mortgage

George H. Bryant to Hiram K. Bryant,'Book 650 Page 186,
April 22, 1863. Discharge ‘

J. H, Nlchols to Hiram K. Bryant, Book 707 Page 113,

- July 18, 1886. "Discharge

Hiram K. Bryant to Charles M. Bryant, Book 844 Page 168,
January 9, 1872, Mortgage '

Estate of Hiram K. Bryant, Probate Docket No. 60248,
November 19, 1883, Administration .

In Re Bryant, Probate Docket No 61875, March 16, 1885.
Petition to Partition

Theodore M. Osborne to Jennie C. Emmerton, Book 1149
Page 151, April 24, 1885. Deed

Jennie M. Emmerton to Caroline C. Johnson, Book 1741
Page 128, May 24, 1904. Deed

Caroline C. Johnson to Robert and Esther Apthorp et ux,
Book 2570 Page 165, September 22, 1923. Deed

Robert and Esther Apthorp et ux to Thomas F. Sullivan,
Book 3019 Page 471, December 10, 1934. Deed

Thomas F. Sullivan to Mary F. Levesque, Book 3121 Page 563,
September 18, 1¢37. Deed

Mary F. Levesque to Bertha J. VonSaltza, Book 3503 Page 473,'
December 27, 1946. Deed

Bertha J. VonSaltza to Bertha J. and Philip VonSaltza,
Book 4732 Page 41, December 23, 1960. Deed

Philip and Bertha VonSaltza to Bertha J. VonSaltza,
Book 5844 Page 464, TFebruary 14, 1972. Deed

Bertha J. VonSaltza to Amy C. Burbott and Kathleen A. Karydis
as Tenants in Common, Book Page , dJune 27, 1979. Deed
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Lanvat #ndlils sick bed, 1o ohe Who' hiad
?} &\’%?{1 M, oarrled i jmnen.t}nd‘
Hithsateved " bnto him,.the dogtor re-
inarked gadiy--"How sud it Is that
vou fnd 1 will not meetzin Eeaven,™
‘.mﬂmx'ng that as hla visitor wag a
pitarian there was no hope of salvas
JHon “tor other than ong, ol his vwn
4 orehigdox faith.  However, they are
SEth there now and the good do :tor
5‘&?}? ‘h’:\n long since found ano. her
oint,

vﬂ%“t"%u events the congregation of
his ehurch are just now very happily
wharing with a-Unltarian church, thel
upe of its auditoplum; We are all of
ua getting a little nearer than we were
i Doctor Worcestar's day. " He wig a
grand old man Just thy same, trua-to
‘i convictions. ‘ o
“yiguining rods became a hobb: In
avr nelghbonhood when I was a boy
and ‘although our old house had never
hwad on», nor ever been satruck, Ben!
Cutls, the blacksmitli whe Jived near|
us, perenaded father to tet hhin put on!
an lron rod. I wrg intensely intercsted |
and read Ben Iranklin's experiments|
‘boroughly. 1 supervised the entlre|
work, boylikte, studying especially the)
desp groundlug of the rod in the ‘earth
and the diverting of it away from the
urderpinning. . Hen Cutts was a very
serious man, but it. was bard to tel
whether he wos perpetuniiy grinning
at you, for he had & nervous affection
of the tacial muscles that gave hingi
the appearianca.of smiling in rather
startling fashion' .at times, when he:
evidently felt very far from it, as thoy

i

empausis of hia utterance showed. \ i
Farrington’s Strange Stroke

Dr. George I, Farrington, the dJdrug-
- iglst, way our neighpor in the louse
€. aat 112 now occupicd by the Sargents. |
T4 tle was a great chum of my father,)
o aud bad never had. & Mghtning rodi
£a. on his own, neither had the house]
73 ever been struck., ‘Fhe doctor devided |
=4 en g copper rod and the men. had put}
It on, «ll but the ground connectlon,
when Docter Farrington came home
! tu dinper on one siuzling hot day.
s Mo sat down  al table in his shirt

sleeven, Behind  him was an open
window. to the whole height of the
sash, ‘Ihe house then as now fronted
divectly upon the sidewaik . and e
hlinds of that housa were partically
S closed, leaving but a space for the ad-
mission of light; and making a perfect;
camera obscura’as Doctor Farrington,
sald afterward. [

Well, thero broke that hot 'noor Just
tha blugkest thunder squall that thid
old ety had seen in years. Thers' was.,
@ terrific orash, & dazzling ball of fire!
burst vight into the room over the
dining table. ITvery one of the family
was affected but the doctor was picked
up togensible from - the . floor-~they
thought he was dead and worked over
him for- hours, When his¢ cluthing
was stripped off and he was turned
over. upon -hig ‘hed, there upon bis|
back, as though photographed, was a
perfeet reproduction of the maple tree:
that stood in the striet giregtly be-!
hind Doctor Farrington as he'sat at-
the table, {he tree being in divect linel
with the opening between the window j
Plimls, FEvery branch, twig anl leafl”
,of that trec was distinetly reproduoced,
‘on the doctor's bacle andiihey did mok)
‘entirely fade, it was narrated, for up«,
wdrds of 'two hours. -Then - Doctand
¥atrrington began to show some algnpg}
ot vitulity.. It wgs a lonk thme befors

Hg ¢ame €6 "and "the figat.sound’f 3
‘B hit, damped ;

Ay

Lo : frimm:
mewag! ek o
ARGy Boiresl”

2

AL thes Hghinith: ha Q-

Lo “‘*mﬁhm it
it a,% Verthe ground,
and ' then' ;had jumped through' the
“claphoards’ to descend into.“the din-
*ing room op the:gas vlpe, dropping in
:the ball of-fire ovel the.dinner .table
in the centré of the rdom. -Those.rods
came off a dent quicker: than they
,went on, ~Ump;" sid the dootor years,
‘afterwavd, my “housa was . nover
struck  before ‘and never ;has been.

1L N

stnee.'” . % TR
,Charlea I, 'W. Archer.
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BRYANT'S GREAT -
" DISCOVERY OF *
LIFE'S ELIXIR

d ls.— R R R
C rpen_te’r,.g ‘%rget‘ggbh!ef}?-aqs

.came'Famdus and Prospers;
‘ous; 10 Salem Handtubs in;
" Muster Recalled by Archep
» | Editor -of The Salema News!~'Da¢’
tor" Hiram K. Bryant wgk o ghops
‘maker, ‘who, before the Civil war,
cobbled and tapped footwear at 8 Car~
penter atreet, in the little shop that
_stood in tha yard naxt door to the
{Rev, Dr. Samtuel Worcaster's house.
"Yet while: the *Doctor” waxed his,
.thread and hammered his shoe pegw
into the tap, he was dreaning ali tha!
‘while of “Bryant's Great Discovery:'
the clixir which was to aslonish the
medical world, put new energy Into
heart and lungs and cause the halt
and lame to throw away thelr
crutches; for the “Doc.” wag dlmost
persuaded that he was what the real
old folks used to call & “natural phy-
stelan”—preflx with an “N" and nt
a S0 ) o ;

e,

»

Mre. Eryant, encrgetic liitle woman
‘that she was, Kept the “hetanical
kettlo a billn' on tha kitchen stove till
jone day .the Doctor™ shouted “Eur.
fraka’; squalled the. tap hammér and

“tall the old shae deralicts -with it out

,_§hroug-h, the open dpory and emwérged &
ull fledged digeiple of Maculapius; Lo,

igive to the world henosforta “Bryant'a:

Grent .nlgcoyevy—an"mvxtr to thrill

[the blooi and banish ui-the’alix that

tmortal flesh 18 helr to/ 't et

. Flyehed fvom: that little shop win-!

fdow. in glistaning array, the well filled)
botiles, filled with a darit lquid most

Yinvigorating- and hy .ne means une

jpalatable’ tg the “taste, ' Those’ werd

‘the happy doys. whep no parcentages

‘Jas. to contents or 'formula were re-

quired on the latsl, which perhaps will

‘utcc,ount.t for ‘the"immediatq ,pov‘ul_nritw;

,Q" . R b oo de T

oL toteiyant's. Bl
excollent . 'ag  a_ prevontive: gs well as
&oeyre” o N T o L gL .
A “ghingle  sppoafed on’ the: yellow
tiouse that: mtoad  ‘ehd:to the streett

ith thé froht dodr in the yard, Thel
etters M. D modestly: showbad ‘fby
3 'short time qfter the name, hyt ware
removed . when “the old,school pragel
titionere cbitoted and gave him g very
gold ahoulder, Then “phiysjelan” wis|
(patitited and iy 20 yeurs thercafter

. after-/np name in, the di«
vl p hqu{rﬁ_g 1m;3ut6r"'-gg,r§ tl:g,
ayordy Lori %&}r?fﬂm»‘.sw (b A, Hhe gk
ot LR CT T LM SRR

Mo hagiofftta hours. when haaqn
slarted, tf?bupm “hacane ap <lntena£1.§?
‘anwrappdd'“in . the ’discovery’™ and
was - g0 -everlastingly on the go al,
day, that ' eoon he had no time a
home, Before long he opened. an ofs
fice In Boston and though there might
not have been *‘miliions in §t," Bry-
ant'ga .elixir sure was voted great stufr,
espacinlly us soon as it was learned
that jt should be taken as p preven-
|tive—a. tonic as It were.” Tlte “Dqa's’
fame rpread far and widg angd greatly
did he prosper by all appearances. .
Jim TLindergaard, an old sallor,
llved in the rear of No. 10, In a:little,
old house that stood behind n emall
gavden that extended from Mr, Lin-
fergaard’s residence out to the front
Jence, "As I romember Wim, he was ;)
A Typleal Old saly Y )
with s broad rofl to his galt, nnd,
T plways thougnt, & wooden stump; ¥
though Po wyré his trousers lonk An
the stick didn’t show, but he cerlainy
Lly bad'a rpll'and. a declded Yinp.: 0‘&"‘
man Lindergeard ‘we called- bipa;
did’ chores -for ‘tho- n@lshborbOOQ!'ans
summer gyanings used to. sit smoking’
hig: black short cutty Hn quigt: coni
tent, whils ‘ha%sratchad hs” wegetd
garden Ly front,” He.was a friend
el his neighbors, . .70 N
AThe Peveygons’ Nved, in- No.. 10 Cars| -
pénter; which“wan really next. heyon
old Yindeyganurd's garden.yBnimyie] wa
the fathey,and. therg were, fonr boys—d)

John B, Samuel D), BKdwdrd A: ‘nﬁf

CGeorge B. Fergusopi who ' Hyed wi :
thelr mother, ", witow; wheh 'L capye’
stwo iait “naed,

o S i

on. the stage. The
vere maghiniste,
I think “they, -k

war hetore At-sndeds | 70T L N
- General + Qlivor moved:t Info thy].
brick “houget i in-5Car Ax}tcr istrget]
the firgt'' veari-“after *ha tobl
pftico - a¢ efate. trbasubdd” They
foljowed ' the.

tér them'the” Maghhdos,:
ented rgmﬂ;é&whqm"mmér,‘J.oae. war

Plokmans . and . afy
A very tdls

<

ap exileds Cubhgt" Don ’betor(" the
Bpanlsh“war. He taught gpanish apd!
;vu'g an officipl government:nterpra~:

On tlie opposife corner -of Carpepd
ter’ gtreef from “our' house wag '‘thae’
residence. of Joseph G. Sprague, who' .
was the cashler' of ' the -Naumlkenp,
bank. _--Benihmi% ‘Wheatland, agends
and treasurer ; ot * the,  Newmattaity,.
Manufaotyring ‘company, - moved ‘into:
this house After the Spragued and In|
my, boyhpod His widow and dah:h}ei‘,é

Misa Martha, ‘W, eatlmdl’-\)lyeﬂ there.
t

With tha bagsing. of the" “atler; %rq
havse. bocambithe - 1 nofied
- Squth Chyieh Parsonage ™™ *‘?ﬁ
and ‘the home of the Rov. Edwatd Bif

Atwood. pasfor. of ‘that ohurch. H
'son, Dr. Frank 8,:Atwood, mow lyeas
in what wds the Robert (Jould houge:
on the lower. corner of Munroe ahd;:
Feoderal strpels, opposite the)pq}xﬁ‘e’;
of Captain Samuel Xmery, [0 3

Our next door neighbor In the ‘dou-;
;%le houge opposite Munroaq street wae!
fJudge Jonathan C, Ferking.of the old!
«Court of, Common & who mﬁrrle‘dg

‘» daughter of Robert Broolhousse,
smerchant., In the lower half of this;
‘house llved Benjamin Shreve of .tho'%
Jfameus sllverware and Jewelry Ros-
,ton stora of; Blireve, Ball & Co. andj
the present: house.'of .Hhreve, Crump
& Low, - He was the father of | ;“.,3
1Octavius B,. Shridve, - -
< Rév. D Robert C. Millatpastor’ gt
the First>Baptist, chirch, lved in;onp?
pide of. {he! double Nouse on tho. by
gg‘;a,ltp fi eRQt; ﬂF deral, Jq\s;l ‘ }mlri)w
K n'airepfl and Nancy .C a‘in‘the
Wﬁr,.Maﬁ%’ztaﬂ!@:wfﬁﬂlwmm&
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