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96-98 DERBY STREET (formerly 52 Derby St. renumberd in 1894) 

BOOK 149 PAGE 238 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 
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Feb. 2 8, 17 8 7 

200 pounds 

John and Mary Ward 

Moses Townsend 

Land Fore Street (now Derby St.) 
with dwelling house (this house was 
removed to make way for the brick 
dwelling house now known as 96-98 
Derby) 
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MOSES J'OWNSEND DIED ON FEB
9 

Ut 1 §/, g, His pro bate Ipzrnr± 2 PI, 

• 
I H bl ;b vt ""'--(.~ -t. , TQ t le onora_ . e Esquire, ;s 11dge 

sir· frobatti for the Coun_!y of Essex, , 

Pur;iunnt to 0 wnrrant from your honor, we, the llUhscribers, the Committee therein· named, baviug 
been fir11t. sw9f11, buve madn the following . 

. . INV.EN'fORi' AND APPRA.ISEMENT OF 'fllE ESTATE OF 

JU c J t.'..:5 · ;J i:.rr,,<Fn..AJ ... 1- ·t ·t:J..___,,, 

late of :)' u..LJL...--~ in said ()o,untJ, deceued, testate, aa abewn 
io us by the Admioi11k'M 'L. "£- ....._,. '--~,-f-. zr7 ~ 

ltEA.L ~STA.TE. 
' .~. _,. ' ~ :•=.e rt 

\ .. \ ~ 
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-------·---lliiil#elll'lloi' ........ -•tti..ot0-• ............ ~.---.,,._,_, 

·'" 
l:NSUB.6.HOE .A. G A I HJ~"l' ,..p· 1 BE. 

/::/ . 

lrflf" UoUt!! ot ilrJtJutancr ~'iJ~~~ttl~: ,'·';~ 
THAT the PRESIDENT nnd DIRECTORS of the ORIENTAL 

•o.., thet• rreoent• cau•• ()Jft.JJ1&i (11;/J!l//f!Jl,llr. __ . 

INSUR~~~E ca:il'~;NY v- . IN SALEJII, 

10 be auured, .· .. 

j> !/mo 'I.fl~ 

/JMJ(! 

/.)(1(1-

d't'O-

/!/l, ~J)11tf/1.i71 Jln!ih ... /ff2 (ri!f;IJI~:~ (/1Jlb111&li11/l1 i'/illj1/;;1{! f)lf!/{i, .Jl/;;;i/t (j( //· 

('/J/J/[f I 

7 6a1/:(hz. (!tilt Jl)plflt1,-fkr1/{i iJu !:f!tMflt.. ---------

rJ/l .. ~'!Jt11(/truq £1rufl: ./f/.'1 (fi!i;/; 'i1£ /1111Jralil!/J;m 7Mi1J/i tJJt, 
(, /, 

o.n 1 !f~11t/J11!f !fht1.1~ . ,f'/'7/f013 7Jt 0!11JtdMi1lf 1, 4t/Jidk !/~ ~!f11iii(J:)rf:l/11.. '.J1;, ~-t. 

egain•t all lou or damage to the same by Fire, originating In any eau•e, cxrept Invasion, Foreign Enomi .. , 9~·i1 CommotioDB, Riot•, ?r any ~1ilitnry or 
uaurped po~cr whatooever, for ~nd duti~g the term .of O'f/[,{j('/J;/' comme~c.ing ~e tilk the #/~, / day otcfX·+/ll/J/./o/I_ oue 
thousand eight bpdred aad tbirty/,ll'A'..?'lJ'o nt noon, nnd (o rontiuue until the '/.(.!f..1fo- I d~y of .f};t,71//tJ/lf.t one tho119and eight hundred 
and..,., • .,;~ 'f. at noon, and no longer, unleS1 tlie Policy abould be renewed, provided ti.at tbe nid Company 1ball net'be liable for more than the mm 
ioaured in any cue whatel'er, \ "" 

And the .... ured hereby co•enants and engages, that the repre!entation given in tho application for tbi1 ln111rance, contains a just, full nod true exposit ion 
of all the facts and circnmstancos in regard to the condition, aituation, value and risk of tlie property in1ured, 10 fare the aame are known to h~1, nod 
material to the risk; and that, if any materiul fact or circumJtance 1ball not hove been fairly repreaented; or if //It 1hall hove mode, or 1hnll hcr<'nfter 
make any other Inaurance upon the aaid property, without the koowledge nod consent of anid Company; or if the aaid property should be remo,.ed 11·ithout 
nece11ity to any other place; or if the situation or circumstances affecting the ri1k thereupon, ahall be ao altereCI, or ci_,.nged by or with /1/1 advice, 
agency or con10nt, u to iocreuc the riak thereupon: or if the aaid property 1hould he 1old : or If tbia Policy ahould be aHipod without the consent of the 
Company: or if the a11ured 1'1011 make any attempt to defraud 1he said Company; that in every auch cue, the risk hereupon 1liall eeue and determine, and the 
rollcy be null and void-uole11 confirmed by a new agreement thereupon written after a full knowledge of1uch factaorcircum1tance1. 

And the auurod further covcnaol! and agrees tlint, in c"9c of any Jose or damage, the oaid Company ahall have the right to replace the nrticlcs lost or 
damaged with others of the some kind and equal goodneas, at any time within thirty day1 nl\or notice of tho loi1. 

And it is further agreed, that in cue there should ho any other Insurance mndo u aforesaid, on the property hereby anored, whether prior or 111h,.,11uent, 
• that the a11ured 1bnll be entitled to reco•·er on this Policy; no greater proportion of t))e loss 1u1tained, tit')!} the 1nm hereby illllured ber.ra to the whole amount 

in1ured tliereon. And whenever this Company 1hall pay any loss, tho usured agrerP'/ to 11.11ign over all /UJJ right• to rocower aatilfaction therefor from ony 
per.on or peraon1, town or other corporation, or to prosecute lborefor at tlie chor11e and for account of tile Company, if requeated. · 

,.i. ·- , ___ --· 
I .-

• ' ·., I• 

received by the 1ald Compony, the 1ald President and Dlrectora do hereby bind the Capital Btoek, and other ~111111on property thereof, to the u•ured, /l{f execute" 
or admini1traton,for the paymentof all1u1DJ that may become doe under this Policy. And in cue oft.11y lon1 tho IBID61" tu be paid without anydoductio11. i:i 
ailty day• al\ er proof thereof. · 

And the 1aid Company further covenants and ngrees, that in cue I.be u1ored ahonld oell the property hereby auored, before the expiration of this Policy•"" 
notification thereof, on equitable proportion of tho premium received, 1ball be returned, provided there be no Jou: .-rving throe month• premium .00 tli'.· '"".' 
Insured, which 1hall be retained by 1aid Company In all eaae• of return premium, over and above tho propurtioo which would be due up lo the tlm• ol '""" 

notificntion. 
And in caao any difference of opinion ebould arl!e between the part109 hereto, the 1ubject 1hall be referred to three diainterMted men residing in Sal•'m, " 1

·
0 

of\Thom to be chooen by each, out oflhreo to be named by the other party, an~ tho third by the two10 chooen. 
N. D.-Bills of E1cbnnge,Notes, Acnounta, and Evidenceaor Bocuritiet of property of any kind, Boob, Money, Wearln1 Apparel, Plate, Jewels, Furnitur• · 

Mednis, P:lioting1, Sculpture, und other Curioaltiea, are not to be illllured, onle11 by special agreement. 

1N WITNESS WBF..REOF Tho r111:11ozt<T of tho said 1"111u11?" ' MrlJ!Y bath hereunto 1Dbaeribed1'i1 e, and C11Ul8d tho"""'" tu 
1' 

counter1igr.od by their BEc~~TUIJ, at their Omcc in Salem, this I //,lflf! day of '!Jl/J.lf/Jf? one lhou-"u 
1

' 

eight hundred and thirty?7..I~. • 

,/1~~~ 
;t {fJ. !/; <:" . - ~ ·-( ~l/ ro/f(r;'((; /sECRETARY. ··~ 
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BOOK 363 PAGE 105, 108 and 217 

DATE -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 441 PAGE 181 

DATE -

CONS ID ERA 'I' I ON 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

BOOK 441 PAGE 84 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

1843 - 1845 

The heirs of Moses Townsend 

Frederick G. ward 

Land and brick house Derby St. 

Estate of Moses Townsend 

February 1851 

$1,800 

Frederick G. ward by my wife 
Elizabeth as my lawful attorney 

Joseph Rowell 

Land and brick dwelling house 

February 26, 1851 

$3,000 

Joseph Rowell of Salem 

Joshua Saf fora 

Lana and building 
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BOOK 538 PAGE 18 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

July 10, 1856 

$2,850 
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Joshua and Sarah B. Safford 

Robert Brookhouse 

Lot of land and dwelling house 

The same conveyed by Joseph Rowell on 
Feb. 26, 1851 



BOOK 726 PAGE 38 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 843 PAGE 178 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 978 PAGE 108 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

June 1, 1867 

none given 

William B. Parker and Joseph H. 
Hanson trustees under the will of 
Robert Brookhouse 

Charles Pettingell of Gloucester, 
Charles Ropes and Joseph Walden 
trustees 

All interest of Robert Brookhouse in 
the land and building 

The same conveyed to Robert 
Brookhouse on July 10, 1856 by 
Joshua Safford 

1874 

$3,300 

c. Pettingell, C.A. Ropes and Joseph 
Walden trustees 

Charles Harrington 

Lot of land and buildings 

Meaning to convey all land purchased 
from the trustees of the estate of 
the late Robert Brookhouse 

June 11, 1877 

$3,250 

Charles Harrington 

Volney c. Stow 

Land and building 



BOOK 1224 PAGE 539 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 1837 PAGE 104 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 1988 PAGE 540 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

May 21, 1888 

$1 plus other valuable consideration 

Mary E. Stow, widow and Joseph L. 
Stow 

Mary E. Curtis, wife of Herman F. 

Land and buildings with all the 
tools, fixtures and machinery therein 
belonging to the estate of Volney c. 
Stow 

The same premises conveyed to Volney 
Stow by Charles Harrington on June 
11, 1877 

August 24, 1906 

$1 and other valuable consideration 

Mary E. Curtis of Salem 

Sim Linsky 

Land and building 

Meaning to convey the same premises 
conveyed by deed of Mary c. stow on 
May 21, 1888 

October 15, 1909 

$1 and other valuable consideration 

Sim Linsky 

Michael Piecewicz 

Land and buildings 

Meaning to convey the same premises 
conveyed by deed of Mary E. Curtis on 
Aug. 24, 1906 
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BOOK 2247 PAGE 145 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

January 31, 1914 

$1 and other valuable consideration 

Michael Piecewicz 

Abraham Miller, of Plymouth 

Land and building 

Excepting however that portion of the 
above premises conveyed by me to one 
M. Noszka recorded in book 2011 page 
163 

The property was divided under the Miller ownership. The lots 
now 94-96-98 being: 

BOOK 3113 PAGE 566 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

f\) o.sk cX. 

-

June 21, 1937 

none given 

Jeannette Miller now known as 
Jeannette M. Gerson of Danvers 

Lester Miller of Danvers 

Land and building 

Being part of the same premises 
conveyed by deed of Michael 
Piecewicz on Jan. 31, 1914 



BOOK 3392 PAGE 570 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 5566 PAGE 693 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

January 19, 1945 

none given 

Jeannette M. Gerson, wife of Joseph 
and Lester Miller 

Victor Kornatoski 

Land and buildings 

Being 96-98 Derby St. the same 
premises conveyed to Lester Miller. 
Also the land and building #94 Derby 
the same conveyed by Abraham J. 
Miller to Hyman B. Miller 
Also #94 the same conveyed by Abraham 
Miller to Hyman B. Miller May 18, 
1916 

Mortgage $14,000 

Bernard c. Kornatoski of El Segundo, 
Calif. 

Joseph D. and Una Lee of Ballast Lane 
Marblehead 

Two parcels of land with buildings 

Conveyed to Victor Kornatosi by 
Jeannette M. Gerson. For my title 
see probate #287915. 



BOOK 5639 PAGE 32 

DATE -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 6223 PAGE 47 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 6250 PAGE 799 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

September 19, 1969 

James D. Lee and Una V. Lee 

James D. Lee and Una Lee as trustees 
of Carlton St. Realty Trust 

Two parcels of land and buildings 

Being the premises 96-98 Derby st. 
the same conveyed to Victor 
Kornatoski of Salem by deed of 
Jeannette Miller Gerson. Also the 
same premises conveyed to grantors by 
deed of Bernard Kornatoski. 

March 5, 1976 

$75,000 

James D. Lee and Una L. Lee trustees 
of Carlton St. Realty Trust 

Lawrence w. and Mary Gallant 

Land and building 

For title see deed from James D. Lee 
and Una L. Lee Sept. 19, 1969 

June 18, 1976 

$72,000 

Lawrence W. and Mary Gallant, of 
Beverly 

Robert J. Kobuszewski, of Danvers 

Land and buildings 

See deed of James Lee and Una Lee 
Book 6223 page 47. 



98 DERBY STREET PERIOD: FEDERAL 

"This was once the fine, three-story plus a hip roof, brick 
(Flemish bond) house with all the Federal period details. But 
many years ago it was converted into a bakery, and since that 
time a one-story brick addition has been added to the Derby 
street facade with piazzas above; a triple decker has also been 
attached to the eastern end of the house. 

The careful observer may still see, however, the molded brick 
cornice, splayed reeded window lintels and, on the west end, 
one original entrance topped by a semicircular fanlight, all 
similar to details found on the Common and Chestnut Street 
houses. A picture at the Essex Institute shows the building 
when it was first being altered; the main entrance with its 
fine portico was still visible at that time. 

This house is rated high because it is said to have been the 
birthplace of General Frederick Townsend ward. ward, the 
descendent of one of the first families in Salem, first went to 
sea when he was fifteen. After a few years, during which he 
rose to positions of authority aboard his ships, he joined 
forces for a brief time with Willim Walker in a misadventure in 
Nicaragua. He is next thought to have gone to Mexico and then 
fought in the Crimean warin the French Army. It is certain, at 
least, that he was a rolling stone and a soldier of fortune. 
In 1859 he landed in Shanghai, where for eight years the 
Chinese Emperor had been trying to put down the Taiping 
Rebellion. ward, now twenty-seven years old, soon offered (for 
a price) to form a small army of men to capture the rebel 
stronghold. He succeeded in this first venture and soon formed 
the "Ever Victorious Army," a well-drilled force of one 
thousand men, which continued to carry the battle to the rebels 
until 1862, when he was killed by an enemy bullet during an 
attack. After this, the perhaps more famous Englishman, 
"Chinese" Gordon, was placed in command of Ward's army. Ward 
was buried with pomp in a temple built in his honor in China, 
and until the Japanese invasions of China during the 1930's 
incense was burned before his grave each day. There are many 
exciting books about this soldier of fortune who was born in 
this house; this outline presents merely the'briefest account 
of his adventures." (Salem Historic District study Committee 
Investigation) 



MOSES TOWNSEND, son of Moses and Hannah (Lambert) Townsend, was 
born on May 17, 1760. He was a master mariner, President of 
the Union Marine Insurance Co., Agent of the Essex Marine 
Railway and frequent Moderator of Town Meetings. He married 
Lydia Lambert on April 7, 1785, with Dr. William Bentley 
performing the service. Moses Townsend died at the age of 81 
on February 14, 1842. (See appendix) 

This house appears on the list of "Brick Buildings in Salem" 
as: 

Ward 1 Derby Street - Moses Townsend built 1805 

Moses Townsend's house was taxed for the first time, in 1806, 
as a "new brick house" valued at $2,400. 






















