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4 Carpenter A0

FRANCIS M. NICHOLS HOUSE

4 CARPENTER STREET
BUILT CIRCA 1905

The land this house occupies was “sold” in 1905 (for “one dollar and other valuable considerations”)
to Millicent Nichols by Jenny Emmerton, daughter of John Bertram, whose family estate was
nearby. Millicent was about 35 at the time and unmarried. Her father, Francis, who owned an
antiques store, engaged local architect Ernest Machado to design the house that was built on
Millicent’s land. The Nichols family lived in the house for decades, and Millicent owned it until the
1950s. Afterwards, it had many occupants and for a time was a multi-family residence before being
converted back to a single-family home.

The house was built in the Colonial Revival style. An unusual feature in Salem is the “Dutch”
gambrel roof line, although the front entrance porch with oculus window is found on similar
Colonial Revival houses in Salem. Note the double hung front door often called a Dutch door,
or stable door. This half door is divided horizontally so that the bottom half may remain shut
while the top half opens, keeping animals out and children in. Also notice the beautiful marble-
checkered entryway and pocket doors and the artwork painted by the homeowner’s son.

Many thanks to House Captains Joanne McCrea and John Schneider.
Decorated by Silk Purse Design, silkpursedesign.com (see page 19).
45
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Inventory No:
Historic Name:
Common Name:
Address:

City/Town:

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No:
Year Constructed:
Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s):

Significance:

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):

SAL.1604

Nichols, Francis W. House

4 Carpenter St

Salem

Central Salem

26-589

c 1905

Machado, Ernest M. A.
Colonial Revival

Multiple Family Dwelling House; Single Family Dwelling
House

Architecture

SAL.HD: Federal Street
SAL.HJ: Chestnut Street Historic District
SAL.HU: Mclintire Historic District

Nat'l Register District (08/28/1973); Local Historic District
(03/03/1981)

Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Aluminum Siding; Wood
Foundation: Stone, Uncut

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time.

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."
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220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc
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FORM B - BUILDING NRDIS 1973;LHD 3/3/81
Assessor’s number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number

_26-589 Salem HD,HR;HU,HJ 1604

Town  Salem

Place (neighborhood or village) Central Salem

Address 4 Carpenter Street

Historic Name Francis W. Nichols House

Uses: Present Residential
Original Residential

Date of Construction ¢.1905

Source  Salem City Directories

Style/Form Colonial Revival

Architect/Builder Ernest Machado

Exterior Material:
Foundation Stone
Wall/Trim Aluminum Siding
Roof Asphalt Shingle
Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

none
Major Alterations (with ddtes) ¢.1960 - aluminum siding
- Condition  good

Moved [X] no L] yes Date

333 Acreage less than one acre

Setting  set back slightly from sidewalk by area of

Organization  Salem Planning Department hedges and plantings, residential area of 18th-20th

RE@FETVE il 1997 century buildings

AUG 0 5 '997Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form.

MASS. HIST. COMM. b :



BUILDING FORM ! | ( Sk | o+t

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of the building in terms of other buildings within the

community.

4 Carpenter Street is a 2 1/2-story dwelling oriented with its narrow end to the street and its principal elevation facing north.
The building is sheathed in aluminum siding and capped by a flared gambrel roof which displays projecting eaves and cornice
returns and is covered with asphalt shingles. The foundation consists of uncut stones. The north facade is two bays wide.
Projecting from the eastern bay on the facade is a single-story entrance porch supported by paired Roman Doric columns.
There is a wooden deck and stairs and the simple stick balustrade has an inset central diamond. The two-part door is flanked
by leaded sidelights. Windows primarily contain 6/6 sash with molded surrounds, exterior storm windows and shutters.
Centered in the gable is a tripartite window consisting of a 6/6 sash flanked by two narrow 2/2 sash. Two pedimented
dormers rise from the north slope. Offset to the southeast is a two-story wing.

The house is set back slightly from the sidewalk with a narrow margin of hedges and plantings along the sidewalk.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Describe the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building and
the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

According to the previous 1975 survey form for this property, this house was constructed about 1905 according to designs by
local architect, Ernest Machado. Based on interior evidence including the location of the fireplace, the present owner of the
house believes that the house was built on the site of an earlier dwelling although this could not be verified. Sanborn maps
indicate that there was no building on this site in 1890 although a house is present by 1906. The 1905 City Valuation
indicates that the land was vacant and owned by Jennie Emmerton. The house was apparently constructed shortly thereafter
for Francis W. Nichols who had an antiques store at 67 North Street. The Nichols family continued to own the property until
the 1950s; the last family member to liver here was Millicent Nichols. The property has had numerous occupants since that
time and served as a multiple dwelling for some time. It has now reverted to single-family use.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of Salem, Massachusetts. Philadelphia: 1874.

Mclntyre, Henry C.E. Map of the City of Salem. Philadelphia: 1851.

Reardon, Elizabeth K. Salem Historic District Study Committee Investigation, v. 3, p. 20.

Richards, L.J. Atlas of the City of Salem, Massachusetts, 1897.

Salem City Directories, 1836-1970.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1906, 1950, 1957, 1965, 1970. [Massachusetts State Library].

Tolles, Bryant F., Jr. Architecture in Salem: an Illustrated Guide. Salem: Essex Institute, 1983.
Walker Lithograph and Publishing Company. Atlas of the City of Salem, Massachusetts. Boston: 1911.

Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attached a completed
National Register Criteria Statement form.
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1. Town &\\{{Y\ w
Address W QQ&V&Q\Q(%*\QE‘S
Name

Present use %‘ QR,“QQ

present owner T0\oxuL ¥ . Rolae T
3. Description: i o
Date ({100 \AOS
source SN.VS.C. X

= _W@my AL style__Cooniad Revival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect ?\\\Q@Y MQ\\()Q_O

in relation to nearest cross streets and

other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric m&m%

S

Outbuildings (describe)

Other features

Altered Date
Moved Date
N 5. Lot size:

One acre or less / Over one acre

7
Approximate frontage ""2

Approximate distance of building from street

151

USGS Quadrant

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by_ TR \NDEOMIN

Organization S \'\~ Q

MHC Photo no.

Date

20M-5-73-075074
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7. Original owner (if known) Nichas, 3&0&‘\)\“/
8 \}

Original use

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural e Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
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10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histo:

early maps, etc.) .
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