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Fourth Anniversary of the Jerry Resene.

had . i e

> T'ux first day of October, 1855, the 4th An-

uiversary of the memorable Jerry Rescue, is
at hand. The spirit that defied oppression,
and scorned as a filthy rag the enactment of a
law defying Congress intended to give oppres-
sion power and dignity, we thank Heaven, is an
embodiment at Syracuse. Its proportions are
expanding in contempt of political limits and
political parties. As the organ of such embod-
iment, we appeal to our bold countrymen, and
to the world, to confess its legitimacy, justice,
and authority. ‘I'herefore we call them to be
at Syracuse the 1st of October next, at 10
o'clock A. M., to honor the first suceesstul and
glorious strike, which, in the United States,
rescued an outraged slave and set him free.
Yea, even from the clutches of the Judge and
the Marshal, despite the irons in which they
bound him, and the deluded posse they employed
to keep him bound. And if they cannot then
und there meet, let them send w cheering ex-
pression of their gympathies.

Trath grows, anc the spirit that rescued
Jerry by the boldest resistance to iniquitous
power ever made in this country, grows, because
it is a troe spirit. In the light and heat of it,
how is that other, the non-resistant spirit, melt-
ing down, and the delusion vanishing away !
It was a brave decision, that the Constitution
was made to establish liberty, and that justice
is the only basis of law which the people in the
highest function of judicial power will acknowl:
edge, say politicians and debauched Judges
what they may. In the light and heat of that
transaction, also, how are the passions and sen-
timents of the people conforming ! Who now
would attempt to arrest a fugitive slave at Syr-
acuse? How rapidly diminish the nunber of
those who are deluded by the felon sentiment
that slavery is entrenched and proteeted in the
Constitation! How rapidly diminish the num-
ber of those who admit the integrity of the
scoundrel Judges who give slavery an assylum
in that instrument, in scorn of its obvious terms

" and intents, and in dishonor of its origin and

cotemporary history. And how clearly in the
light of the Fugitive Act, the Nebraska Act,
and the still more astounding attempt to com-
pel slavery in Kansag, does the Slave Power
declare that the only issue it will aceept, is, the
legality of slavery anywhere and everywhere—
and that the reliable force on its part to that
end, is, not the Constitution and laws, but the
force of arms!

We are not for strife—we are for peace.
And because we are peace men, we acknowledge
not the claims of slavery any where, or at any
time ; because slavery, everywhere and at all
times, is war upon the constitution and laws
made for the common defense and general wel-
fare, war upon human natureitself. Therefore,
we give notice, at Syracuse, that when it comes
to us with its claims, when it erosses our track,
or attempts to kidnap our eitizens, (we care not
for the forms,) we shall meet it as the enemy of
human nature, the enemy of the constitution

. and laws—the enemy indeed of the eutire plan

and providence of Jehovah, which no Congress
or Court or other despot can instal over the
rights of the people of this or any other state.
He is a poor observer who does rot see that
this issue, made at Syracuse five years ago, is
fast coming to be the isue the country over.
Come up to our Anniversary then, and help
unite the voice and arms of the people into one
grand Habeas Corpus which shall give liberty
to every sluve, open the prison door of every
Passmore Williamson, and send every villain-
ous Judge, whether he be Kane or McLane,
cowering into retirement, imprisooment or in-
famy.

JOHN THOMAS,

JAMES FULLER,

LUCIUS (. MATLACK,

T. G. WHITE,
MONTGOMERY MERRICK.
Commiltee.

Syracuse, Aug. 8, 1855.
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To the Editor of The N, Y. Tribune: ’ e g ;
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CASE OF PASSMORE WILLIAMSON.
S

To the Editor of The N, Y. Tribune: R
Sir: So deeply rooted in the hearts of all good men is
theliberty element, the freedom sentiment, that any re-!\
straint of our citizens in the enjoyment and exercise "
of their inalienable rights—life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness—never fails to aronse a spirit of inquiry ,‘“
into the cause and examination into the lawfulness and *
Jjustice of such restraint. To such an extent has this Y
great sentiment, this ennobling element, been active Bl
among us, that within a brief period, and still fresh in 1
the memory of all, an oflicer of the U, 8. Navy re- q
ceived the unbounded applause of the public, “and i
finally the honorable awards of his Government, for r
his fearless boldness in the enlargement from im prison-
ment, while on the distant shores of the Mediterraneaa, |
of the person of a forcigner wot then full% edtitled to
the immunities of American citizeuship. The enchant-
ment which distance always lends to the beholder, be- |
gides the prestige of arms, in the example referred to,
no doubt contributed much to the enthusiasm mani- t
]
[
]

-y

fested. These remarks, however, en passant, the de-
sign of this paser is to inquire whether there is in the
luw of the land any remedy for the imprisonmeat in
the Ci;}‘; of Philadelphia of an American citizen,
which shall operate an immediate discharge and liber-
ation fiom the custody of the United States Marshal.
The individual refe to is the Mr. Williamson, eon-
fined there for an alleged contempt of court, under
(I-gmmxtmont by the United States District Judge,
ANE. |
It will, therefore, be no part of this in uiry to ex-
amine whether the Federal judge had 5:0 rightful
authority to imprison in this cage. Our mind is clear
of doubt on that subject, and if the remedjes which we
shall here present shall be applied by the prisoner
against that functionary, the event will show his act
to be without the pale of the law, and himself a proper
subject forits amendments. The ready trial at com-
mon Jaw which the proposed writ will bring to the
orisoner, cannot fail to stamp on the individmﬁ whose
dignity Lzs v much sullered in the premises, ne to
crll for such an example as the inearceration of Mr.
Wilbarhson, amark more indelible than that which -
gncred history records was placed by the hand of the
Almighty on one Cais, who d'u{ not imprison
but kil his brother. Nor will it be necessary to
inquire into the refusal of a State Jjudge to
give the prisoner relief under the writ of habeas
corpus, though it was manifest to him that the act
complained of had precedent only in times and places
of barbarity, and would cause a Star Chamber and
High Commission dignitary to blush to enforce upon a
caceable and nnoﬂ‘endielég citizen an edict 8o malevo-
ent. We are prompted, almost, to stop here for a
moment and, deferring our main inquiry, to dwell on
the power of the States; to see whether there is any-
thing left of boasted Btate eovereignty; to measure
the overwhelming avalanches of Federal power that
 lie with the cold frostiness of ice 8 on the bodies
politic of the Free States, and to ask in deep sorrow,
where are the expectations of the fathers and fawmers
of the United States Government ? Has that €o vesem-
ment shown itself a splendid failure after a seveaty
ears’ movement ! Has justice at all been established ?
a8 domestic tranquility been insured? Has the
common defense been better provided for 7 Has the
general welfare been Hromoted? Have the blessings
of liberty been secured to us 7 (Our fathers wrote in |,
& memorable instrument, in which is recorded their
P‘o itmd expectations in this behalf, the word * pos-
erity.” b
Butyto)answer or enter upon these topics in this
place, would be forcign to our purpose. Now we in-
quire why is it that a respectable citizen, in his own
city, at home, among numerous and wealthy friends,
surrounded by men of similar faith and principles to
his own, may not have tbeir aid, sympathy, conasel 7
Avnd we procoed without further delay to the main
zueltion before us for our examination. [s there
nown to the law any remedy which can be apphed to
thé immediate liberation of Passmore Williamson from
the custody of the United States Marshal? The writ
of babeas corpus has been tried, and he is still a pris- |
oner; from day to day he forcibly feels the fiat of the |
Federal functionary,
v Tant animis colestibus irae!” y
But the writ de homine replegiando has not been I-
tried, and why? 1t is & Common Law writ, and may -
be used to-day in all the States of this Confederacy
where their éonstitutione, Bill of Rights, and laws )
bave adopted the usages and customs of the English
law, in all cases of imprisonment, * nisi captus est
 per speciale tum nostrum, vel capitabis justia-
“7it nostri vel pro morte hominis, foresta nostra, vel
“pro aliquo vel pro alio retlo, quare secundum con- {
“suctudinem  Anghe non sit  replegiabilis,” The |
exceptions are seen in this quotation. It is well |
known that the worthy prisoner of the Philadelphia |
Federal justiciary is not taken iuto custody by the
special precept of the people of the State “of enn=
sylvania, or by the special order of the Chief Justice H
of the State, or held for the death of man, &c., &e., or
kept in jail for any other reason by whieh, according |
tothe custom of England, he is not repleviable. Now, |
what hinders the immediate yuse of this writ? Ite
power, and force, and presence are equal to the
exigency. WLy not forthwith ‘Flnce it in the haods of
of the Bheriff of the City and County of Philadel-
rhiu 7 Inthe language of Blackstone: © the writ de ]
‘homine n.?le iando lies 1o repevy & man out of prison
‘“or out o t}‘fe custody of any orivate person, upon
< giving security to the Sherifl that the man shall be|
3 fnrthooming to answer any charge against him,” -
The use of the writ de” homine repegiando must
always liberate in the cases not excepted, but it should |
vot be forgotten that the cause of the imprisonment
will be the subject of inquiry in the Court into which
it is returnable, and it may be that the trial will result
in the defeat of the plaintiff, but it soc to him the -
eacred right of ¢rial by jury, This remedy of the com-
mon law is mtended with 8o much inconvenience and
difficulty in procurinﬁlthe necessary bail to the sheriff
for the redeiivery of the &ﬁmuer, if on the trial by the
jury, he should “fuil in his case, that its finfrequent |
use need not surpriee any one. To this cause, more |
than to any other perhaps, may be attributed its non- |
user—why it has nearly gone into desuetude. Sheriffs |
are the sole judges in 8“(5] cases of the amount of bail
to be given; and they are not usually disposed to ag- |
cept & pmanll sum, or men of small means, The haleas
corpws, on the contrary, is not thus trammeled, and
besides, in some of the States, its allowance to all *
priseners by the ?udge is xjovixied. for under a heavy -
mepalty of refusal to grantit, 1t is easy to geo, there-
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(and that ofiicer many t

fore, why the writ de homine reﬁlegiando is not so
great a safe to ‘the citizen, He wust be able in
all cnses of its uke to oatisf{ the demands of the Sheriff;

mes will nobt stop much
short of the prohibition, “excessive bail shall not be

! “required.” " Were it not for this feature of that writ
. fnd rewedy, it would be adequate to the utter de-
[ dtruction of every vestige of power and authority of

all and singutar the Commissioners under the dotesta-
hie Fugitive Slave Act—themselves Little less despica-
bie thun the Act iself, and esteemed among us much
ag we esteem the memory of their grest aucestors
Jack Ketch aud the knights of the whippiag-post and
hraunding-iron.  Let this remedy be brought 1uto use.

It is older than the Federal Govermment, [t nover'

was impaired, nor can it be, by any overreaching aud
usurping act of its legislative, judicial or execative
ceparimeuts,  The counstitution is an eternal ba- vier,
though the courts have failed in toese degenerate days
to declare judgment. This echarter of goverament
never gave to éonxmu any the least power to limit or
legislate away this great remedy of the Common Law.
“The Constitution of the United States contains no
““reference to a common-law anthority, Evory power
‘“in the Constitution was matrer of defluite a.mF posi-
““five grant,” paith Chancellor Kent, -

The remedy which we have proposed by the use of
the writ de homane repegiando is the inheritance of all
the Btates, at leaat, of those existing prior to the estab-
lishment of the General Government, by virtus of their
birth under the Common Law of Enﬁlund. And if it
ever waus a question of birthright it has beeu fully set-
tled by legislative adoption, We quote again from
Kent: “The Common Law, us far as it is applicabls to
““our situation and Government, has been recognized
“avd adopted, as one entire system, by the Constitations
“of Massachuset's, New-York, New-\lerse‘{v and Mary-
‘‘land, It has been assumed or declaved by statute,
*will the like modifications, as the law of the land, ia
‘* every State.”

On av examivation of the Coustitution, Declaration
of Rights and Laws of Peonsylvania, abundant
authorities present theingelves for fhe use of this Com-
mon Lew remedy, the writ of De homine Replegiando,
in avy Court of Common Law Qur‘usdiotion in that
Commonwealth. We gnote: ““Iach and every one
** of the laws or Acte of General Assembly that “were
“in force and bindinﬁ on the inhabitants of said
* Province on the 14th day of May last shall be in
“ force and binding on the  inhabitauts of this State
“from and after the 10th day of February next as
“ fully nnd effeetunlly, to all intents and puiposes, as
‘“if the said laws and each of them had been made
“or enacted by this General Assombly; * *
“* * and the Common Law and sue of the
“ statute laws of England, 88 have heretofore been in
“force in the said Province, except as is bereafter
expected.” Passed 28th Janwary 1777, (1 Sm. L.
2. 429.) *No exception will befound to the full and
absolute adoption and use of the Common Law
remedy presevted ‘in this paper, by way of repeal,
limitation or mocification,

Again: ““ All courts shall be opén, and every man
‘“for an injury done him in his lands, goods, pereon
‘“ or reputation, shall have remedy by due course o
“law, and right and justice administered, without
‘‘rale, denial or delay.” (Art. 9. Dec. of Rights.)
45 Teke bep-Juzy shall-be ‘ae Detatolrn And the riglit
‘‘thereof remain inviolaie.,” ¢ Art. 6, Dee. of Rights.)
% Thus it appears that the agis of the common law
redis upon the State of Pennaylvania, and is a sure
#hield to all its inbabitants. The eommon law is an
overshadowing presence, and like the pillar of fire b
nmightand of cloud by day to the menof lIsrael, it shail
conduet man safely on in the pathway of lite. 1In
theee days of , Federal usurpations we feel its signifi-
cance, aud bless God for its gift. It is well worthy of
the bi,fh encomium passed upon it by Du Ponceau :
“We live in the midst of the common law, we inhale
‘it at every breath, imbibe it at every pore; we meot
“with it when we wake ‘and when we lay down to

‘“sleep, when we travel and when we stay at home;
“and it is interwoven with the every idiom that we
“gpenk; and we eannot learn another system of laws
“without learning, at the same time, another lan-
“ guage,”

n eopclugion--we cagnot see why Mr. Williamson

may not be et at liberty forthwith, ~ 1f he is guilty of °

& contempt of Court, the discussion of whica we have
avoided in this a.niofe for want of room, he will take
nothing by this writ, if it shall be issued in his behalf.
The matter with which he stands charged by J udge
4. i8 one which presents nice questions of l’aw, and
will not fail to interest all who are accustomed to hold
jaered the rights of g&mm.
New- York, Aug. 11,1 HORACE DRESSER,
e e— —— .
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cidents last night on the Stonington and Nor-

" Coxtemer ov Courr” = Mr. Editor :
Your correspondent “Z.” scems to regard me
as quite presuming, in expressing a doubt of
the correctness of certain decisions of our Su-
preme Court. He dwells with much emphasis
on the indisputable talent and learning of
its several members, and announces the long
period of time which they had devoted to the
consideration of the case alluded to. Admitting
that there is a province in which T may legiti-
mately form and express an opinion, that might
be entitled to some weight, ho yet considers that
I wholly transcend that province, when I under-
take to judge what land is conveyed by a deed,
or what title passes by a will, 1 really conceive,
that with these two deductions there is nothing
left for a conveyancer, these being the fwo funda-
niental mattérs of inquiry involved 'in ‘every in-
vestigation which he is called upon to make.

I deem it the right=—aye, more than that—the
duty of every leyal member of the profession
fairly and candidly to eriticise any logal decision
which he shall think ervoneous, from however
high a tribunal it may emanate; and although it
may happen to be founded on & deliberation of
two, or even of fifteen, years. 1 certainly yield to
no one in respect for the law or its ministers.
As to the Judge who delivered the opinion spe-
elally commented upon, I will say that 1T have
always felt for him a sincere personal regard—
that, although the youngest member of the
court, I think him one of the ablest—and that,
considering the decision as emanating from them
all, Tdo not believe that the views arrived at
could possibly have been stated with greater legal
precision, clearness or accuracy. It was a mas-
ter-piece of technical reasoning.

In the case of Curtis vs. Fravcis, 1 consecien-
tiously believe that no person ever did read or
ever can read the deed in question without the
most entire and absolute convietion of the aetual
intent of the grautor to sell and of the grantee
to buy a tract of land included within parallel
straight lines. I believe that such is the legal ef-
fect of the conveyance—that (as I have said else-
where) a line is one line, and that a line broken
off in the middle and one part detached from the
other, is as impossible in the true construction of
a deed as in a proposition of Euclid. I shall die
with unaltered convictions on this point. T have
therefore clearly and unequivocally expressed
them. Thix decision, I am persuaded, ought to be
and eventually will be overruled. If I know my
own heart, I should have expressed the like dis-
approval of it had its effect been to put into Mr,
Francis’s possession an estate of $50,000 instead
of depriving him of it.

In relation to the Brattle Street Pargonage
case, T had never been consulted directly or in-
divectly. I had merely heard that the estate was
devised on condition. I had formed no “pre-
conceived opinion™ on the question involved—
except, indeed, such as arose from the satisface
tion which T felt when I learnt how the case had
been decided. My entire sympathy and_ good
wishes were with the Society. But it seemed to
me, on reading the decision, that, like the other
case, it was four ded on an erroncous application of
a sound rule of law. 1 have made no labored ex-
amination of authorities. I have merely referred
to two prior adjudications, and presented certain
general views which happened to occur to me as
showing the nice and shadawy distinctions k to
the law of the land. I had never conversed with
auy of the parties or counsel opposed to the So-
ciety. I am now, however, authorized to stato
that a written opinion exists in their possession,
drawn up by the late Mr. Justice Hubbard, be-
fore he became & member of the Bench, which
adopts the precige construction of this devise at
which I arrived without knowing that ““I was fol-
lowing in the footsteps of so illustrious a prede-
cossor.”  T'hat each of us should have adopted the
same “‘plausible view,” is a coincidence by which, I
confess, that I feel much gratified.

Still further.  Only a fcW years ago a bill was
brought in behalf of the same church for leave
to sell this very land, The bill was dismissed by
a formal decree. The opinion then delivered
has never been pnblished—and its precise
grounds are unknown to me. It would seem
that it must have becn on a direetly opposite con-
struction of the will from that to which the same court
have now arrived, uuless it turned upon some
matter of form, which can hardly be supposed,
as & Court of Equity will always allow any
amendment in matters of form which will enable
them to do justice between the parties.

I had not, of course, the slightest wish or ia-
tention of prejudicing the sale of the estate. I
supposed that the rights of all persons interested
had been finally and irrevocably fixed by a de-
cision to which all had been made legally par-
ties, and that the law was, at least, well settled
as to them and ns to this parcel of land, as fully
ag it is in a capital case after the accused has
been acquitted or executed.

Infallibility is the attribute only of the judg-
ment seat of God. Already there exists a large
volume devoted to the enumeration of “cases
doubted and overruled.”

We have no Judge Kane in this latitude. Im-
prisonment~in the sacred cause of humah free-
dom, under the odious doctrine of contempt of
Court—an imprisonment perpetuated by judicial
etiquette—has made the jail of Passmore William-
son the most honorable abode in Pennsylvania.
The ermine of dassachusetts has upon it no such
spot or bleraish. Her Judges need no champion
—certainly not one who resorts to personalities.
They may, indeed, well challenge the just criti-
cism of the world. Far distant be the day when
they shall feel themselves above listening to the
honest sentiments of even the humblest ci tizen!

: GLEANER.
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© Nothitig oan more foi~hly Wlustrate

“rapidity with which events move on in this |
fast age and eountry, than the fact that the |
| imprisonment of Passxore Witttansox is al-
ready almost forgotten,—or, if not forgotten,
it has eeased to be talked about as an eveat
of any special interest and importance. And |
yet it is unquestionably one of the most
important proceedings ever had in this
country. It involves prmciples vital to the
very conception of popular liberty ;—and if
the doetrine which it involves shall become
established, as a fundamental prineciple of’
American law, it will work a change in the
whole frame and spirit of our institutions, al-
most as important as the ¢hange of eur Gov
ernment from arepublic to a monarchy. Nk
We have never seen the illegality of Judge
Kanx's proceedings in this case, more clearly

I

or forcibly demonstrated than ‘in an article
which we copy from the Hartford Courant,
and which, we understand, was written by"
Hon. James Dixon, formerly mamber of Con-
gress from Connecticut. Upon the main |
point of the case it is espeeially strong.
Judge Kane sent WiLLiamson to prison on
the alleged gronnd that he had perjured him-
self, by maling a false return to the writ of
habeas corpus. Even granting the truth ¢
the alegation, it is shown upon the 2
authority that in just such eases the offende
is to be held to answer therefor, at the next
term of the Oourt,—not committed to prison
at the diseretion of the Judge, under pretext
of contempt. This deprives the apolegists
of Judge Kane of the only shadow of an ex-;if
~cuse they have ever been able to urge for his

conduct. , T

The article puts the whole case very
clearly and foreibly, and is well worth mding‘

aascasiy o i
The Impri tof P e WHitamson
—Legnl Aspects of the Case. ;

_From the Hnr;ﬁm{ Courant, 3

The special boast of our ** free and mdependent™ "
people is their secure epjoyment of personal lidber(y.

o man ean be imprisoned here, we are in the habit of |
asserting, without due process of law. The aocusation
must bo specifie—te sccused must be confronted by
the witness—he must be heard by himself or his conn-
sel—and a jury of his peers must pronounce hi
guilty, before he can be deprived of life or liberty. This
1s the theory of our Governmeant. 1

Yet, at this moment, a cstizen of the United States,
and he & white man—(for if' he was black not lword‘
were to be said '—why single him out from the four '
miltions of his fellow men, who, tn this land of Jiberty
drag ont a wretohed life in slavery !)—a white citizen
of the United States—has bean imprisoned more than
two months, in the city of Philadelphia, without law——
without alleged crime—without trial—without & hears
ing—without a jury—~without limit of time. As he has
bad no day in court, so no day is fixed wnen he rmay
go free. He lies in jait at the diseretion of the Jld‘oq
—and for what ! Lot us brietly state the case. i

In the month of July last, a gemtleman na
WaeELER arrived in Phi!sdefpmn. socomp infed
three slaves. By the law of Pennsylvaaia, ‘11

m

1
slaves, on touching the soil of that Stute, beea:
free. Passmomi WILLIAMSON was at that time
tary of a_society, founded by Dr. Fravxuiw, for ¢
relief of free blaoks, claimed as slaves. He info;
the slaves in question that, by the laws of Penasylvas
nia, they were entiled to their liberty, whereupon they
left their master, and went their way, as they had the
most perfeet right to do. Waesrka applied to J
Kang, of the U. 8, District Court, for a writ of habsa
corpus, directing WiLLiamMsoN 1o bring the adl
slaves betore his Court, 1o be dealt with according to
law. To this writ, WiLLiamson made retura that QO,V b
persons specified in the writ were not under his eon-
trol and that he, therefore, conld not bring them into
Court—and he added thay tfwy had never, at any time,
been under his control. Judge Kang, fiading hime
self foiled in his purpose of nuu-nmg the slaves
to their former owner, diseovered W this return a
pretext for punishing WitLiamson. He went inko aa
elaborate ment to prove his return to the writ &
contempt of court, He could find ne convemps in the
~+ allegation slaves were mot, as the time of the
service ¢ ity under the ol of (ViLLiamsoN,

1 ¢ the “Court could not
Ranw's adjudication,  On this decision we make
“comment. It wné&hrupu, wruw and seems
| supparted by precedents. See 7 Wheat. 36, 5 C
} . 295, 4 L
Fnespnoh are the facts in this case. They disclose an
instance of lawless oppression and tyranny unparals
[leled in the annals of judieial proccedings, and thoy
ought to arouse the indignution of the people to & de-
gree which would be satisfied with nothing short of the
condign punishment of the Judge, whose power hus
been so grossly abused. f
| What is the erime for which WiLLIAMSON {8 ime
| prisoned !

1. Is it in the fact that he announced to the slaves of
Wheeler their legal rights 7 This will not be claimed.
On the contrary, it was his right and duty, as & man
and a citizen, to give them the informaiion concerning

" their right to freedom. They were oppressod and igno-
rant, and #t would have been the duty, as has been well
said elsewhere, “ of Judge Kane himsell, sod of every
magissrate, every officer of justice, in the State, to give
such tnformation, and see that the laws were sxecuted
according to their bamevolent object and insent, and not
suffer the weak through igndrance of the laws in their -
behalf, to become the prey of the strong, evading and

overriding those laws.”

2. Was there any itentional contempt of court on

the part of WiLriamson ! This is not even ols%by
(Judge Kane., How could it be, when the resp nt
desired to amend his return by striking out the immate-
rial part which was objected to? INo, the contempt
for wgnch he lies in prison was techbaical-—coastructive
—made out by reasoning-—was, indeed, no contempt -at
all, as any man of ordinary sense must see. It was a
base pretext, and such must be ihe judgment of the peo-
ple when the facts are understood. !

3. In pointof fact this statement in WILLIAMSON'S
return, that the slaves in question had never been un-
der his control, was strictly true, They wore as free

| the moment they reached, by the voluntary set of their
owner, the State of Ponnsylvania, as Judge KaANE him=

| self. They were not under the control of WILLIAM=
soN, in any legal sense, and his return was therefore
| strietly correct—Dbut suppose it were not—suppose the
respondent committed perjury. Did that authorize the
| Juoge te commit him to prison without a #etalby Jury !
For the satisfaction of any lawyer who may urge that
| ¢laim, we oite the following econclusive authority : |
11 from any collateral evidence it should appear that
| there is reason to believe the respondent (in a habsas
| corpus) has perjured himself, the Cireuit Court will
recognise hit to answer at the next term ol the Court
| to such matters as may be found fnum him.” United
States va, Dodge, 2 Gallis, C, Q. R. 312. [If, therefore,

- we admit that WILLIAMSON Was ‘{uuty of perjury, that
was a crime for which he should have besn indioted

| and tried by a Jury. 'This, however, was not what

| Judge Kank desired. He well knew that WiLLiam.
sON’s return was true, and that it indioved for perjury,
he would be triumphantly acquitted. :

4. The power of Judge Kane to imprison fer con-
tempt of Court, is defined by an aet of Congress,

" passed March 2, 1831, the first section of which is a8

| follows : h

g , &c. That the power of the soweral
| Coujra‘:f‘r:e“l%itud States, 10 Illl‘l’: atte shments aod in.

flict sumwmary punishmems for contempts of Court, shall
not bﬁeonntrucglo oxtend to any cusos except the miabe-
havior of auy person OF persous, i the presemce of
Courts, or ko neas thoreto as t+ obstruot the adminis on
| of justice, the misbehavier of any of the officors of said
¢ gourtin their offial teansactions and the .lualmﬂamo.g
| resistance by any officer of said Courts, party and iw.

witness, or any eLher persen or persons, 1o y

TO0ess, order, rule, decrec of comm of the

Jourts.

Was WiLLIAMSON guilty of misbehawior in Court T
| This 18 not prcwndeg.“ Was he guilty of disubedsence
| to any writ, process, order, rule, decree or comnndn‘
| of the Court I Let us see. What was the writ served 1
"upon him T It made it the daty of the respondent to ©
| bring the bodies of the alleged slaves into Court, or to -
" make his return of reasons for not 8o deing. He made
| return accordingly. Ile stated that the persons were
' pot, and never had been under his econtrol, and that

he could not therefore have their hodies in Coart, Now
we ask any lawyer to say how, under the act o' Con-
gress quoted above, Tudge KAnE had power rightfuily
to impeison for contempt of Court. There was no
retence of misbehavior in Court—there was no diso-
Ecdmwe to the writ—which was in effect in the nlfer-
tive—to bring in the hodies or make return of reasons
| for not complying. If the return was in faot, fuu:‘
that was not disobedience. 1t was perjury, and f

| that, as is proved by the authority above eited, the re-

| spondent shouid have been recognized to Appear at
the next term to answer. Clearly there was no |htdwq
| of authority for the arbitrary sentence of imprison-
ment. It was a luwless exercise of judicial power,
which would result in the impeachment of tue gailty |
| Judge, if the Government of the United States were not

| under the control of the oligarchy of the South, 5

e AP e (ort o el prodestings The
h takes the form of judicial ;. 5
that whie na,.u \he

.
TR I W E

f le of Connecticut are in the habic of res,
1 ggu\?aecmona of courts—and it is dulicult for them to
i beglm that the diseretion of & Judge may be the most
dangerous enemy of liberty. We ienve to commond
1o t‘{mn the following senviments of Lord CaMpEN, on
| this suhjeet, E\mrﬁl{m :& the purest Judges who ever ;
dorped the Iin; nch: 1
| "R discretion of ajudge is the low of tyrants, b
E A\ ‘ r £ oo . ,
o eois ol Woksirasiod omper ond
! rom, fempar a
g ot it 18 oftentimies caprive ; in’
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Resolutions passed at a Committee Meeting of the Leeds
Anti-slavery Association, September 25th, 1855.

e

L—Tuar this Committee feels called upon to record its deep regret
at the loss sustained to the Anti-slavery cause, by the decease of their
late highly-esteemed friend, J. B. Estuix, Esq., of Bristol, so long known
to many of us as the unwavering friend of the oppressed slave, labounring
incessantly for the release of the down-trodden sons of Africa, whose
rights he nobly advocated by voice and by his pen; by whose kind per-
mission, and assisted by his liberality, our Association was enabled to
issue a large edition of his admirable little treatise, A4 Brief Notice of
American Slavery. Though the Anti-slavery cause has sustained an un-
speakable loss in the removal of our valued friend from his earthly
scene of activity, we rejoice in the belief that he now realizes the high
reward of his labours.

IL.—That we fully sympathize with Passmore Williamson in his
r present undeserved sufferings,—a prisoner in the common gaol at Phila-
delphia, for assisting a woman and her two children to assert their right
of freedom, according to the laws of the Free (2) States. On the other
hand, we feel bound to deprecate those iniquitous laws of the Free (1)
States, which have led to the imprisonment of a man who is acquitted
by God and his own conseience of having done any wrong, and which
compel her judges to countenance and assist the owners and traffickors
L in flesh and blood.

ITL.—That the common newspaper being a most effective medium of
circulating information, and of creating public opinion, and eonsidering
the extended opportunities now offered by the increase of newspaper
issues consequent upon the removal of the stamp duty, that this Associ-
ation, as a means of spreading widely Anti-slavery information and
sentiment, print an occasional sheet of short Anti-slavery items, to be
entitled 7%e Anti-slavery Pilot; and forward the same gratuitously to
newspaper editors, for their insertion as paragraphs. The papers to be
printed about once in two months, under the direction of the Committee,

WILSON ARMISTEAD,
(£3,.1 (Corresponding Seeretary,)
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ANNUAL MESSAGE

OF THE

GOV ERNOR

TO THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE

ATE OF VERMONT,

OCTOBER, 1855.

MONTPELIER:

B. P. WALTON, JR., PRINTER.

1855.
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MESSAGE.

Fellow Citizens of the Senate,

and House of Representatives :

We are assembled by constitutional requirement, and
with renewed authority from the people, to execute in
their behalf the -highest ordinary functions of State Sov-
ereignty. The duty again devolves upon us to consider
the municipal laws and regulations under which we live,
and if changes and improvements are clearly needed to

- secure, enlarge, and perpetuate their intended benefits, it is

for us to devise and apply them. Many special and local
interests also, if within the proper sphere of legislation,
will doubtless demand investigation and action. ~ And the
sense of responsibility to our constituents, which the
discharge of these duties must necessarily awaken, should
strongly remind us of our obligations of adoration and
gratitude to the infinite Creator and Preserver for all His
mercies ; and especially for the general health and plenty

by which the season is distinguished.

It is obvious that whatever tends to demoralize the
people, to relax their industry, or dissipate the avails of
it, must also tend to retard the general prosperity, and to
diminish or destroy the happiness of individuals. And
whenever the cause of such evils can rightfully be remov-




