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OHRIS'Mﬁ AND -THR CROSS, \‘
25 ' |
"And she shall bL%p forth a son; and
thou shalt call his/name JESUS: for he
shall save hie quﬁe‘from their gins,"
Matthew 1:21 % e
2 he . B
Mg do not codhonly ¢connect
Christmas and the cross in our practical
Shinicing, In fact, while we are under
U1 magic gpell of -the ggy and happy
hoTiday season, we can readily sense a
Teluctance on the part of many %o
a88eocaite 80 bright a thing as Xmas
With 80 grim a fact ge Calvary. .Howeve

thie may be, as students of the complete
Xmas message We should be willing %0
knowthe whole truth &nd eager to learn
all the lessons God has selt for us %o
learn in the Gospel of his infant Son,
We do not need to force the
issue &n connecting B ethlehem with
Jerusalem, the manger with the cross,
His birth with Hie death, It is not
Necessary to take the record of our

Lord™® public ministry and read it into

€ Tecord of hig birth in order %o
discoyor ross. = The crossg is
elready there. = When we read the record
aright, we perceive that the Cross
Occupies a ¢entral place in the

Nativity etory as well as in the
Bccounte of hiig Tater 1ife and ministry.

I was once gawa picture which showed
JTosus as a l1ittle boy running out of

e hougse o meet Joseph coming from
the carpenter shop.
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Whth characteristic childish joy and
Y_Tﬁl_g__i_iy he ran toward the good men
With his 1ittle arms outstretched.

The bright sun shining down upon hinQ
El_l?ew ;ﬁe shadow of a cross upon
~his pathway. ‘The picture was drawn
from the ertist's imagination, but
suggeets a spiritual truth, Tt
coingcides with the Xmas Gospel in
making plain to us that from hise

earliest childhood the cross lay -
athwart the pathway of Jesus. '

W
I. THE CROSS.IS SEEN IN THE DESIG-
NATIONS APPLIGED TO MARY'S CHILD:

The NAMES epplied to our
Lord in the Xmas story and the various
feoferences to his mission in the
world clearly reveal the cross, The
angel of the Lord eaid %o JOseph:
"And she shall bring forth a son;
and thou shalt call his name JESUS:
for he shall save his people from
their gins." - The name and the -
explanation are one. The name
JESUS means "Jehovah is salvation,"
The interpretation given is that
"He shall save his people from their
sing," Of course the messenger of
God knew how Jesus should save his
people from their eins.,  In bestowing
the pame JR9US upon Mary's son, the
Yogt High God indicated the redemp- &
¥Ive miesion of the Son, which wase
to be accomplished in his atoning
death for sinners upon the cross.




el-herald gave the same
nessage O the shep) g: ehold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy

which ghall be to all people; for
unto you ie bron this day in the
city of David a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord." Christ, the
Anointed One, the Messish, wae born

8 Savior to all people. Again, the
title of Sayior implies the manner

in which he would perform his saving
work; 1t implies the cross,
Zachar&gg held this conception of the
Megs s mission and so defined it
in hisprediction concerning the
orophetic office of his son who was to
be the Forerunner of the Messiah:
"Yea and thou, child, shalt be called
the prophet of the MOet High: For
thou shalt go before the face of the
Lord to make ready hie ways; To give
knowledge of salvation unto his
people in the remission of their
sine." ' The remigsion of the sins of
the %? ople of God implies the

sacr or sine made by the Son of
God when he offered up himself on
Calvary's Croes,

The cross stends for the
fact of huma;;ggion as well as for
the remission of sins, Hence thils
Other word. wnich Matthew connects
Wwith the fulfilment nt _of prophecy
likewise carries its implication of
The cross: "Behold, the virgin shall
be with child, and shall bring forth
a son, And they shall call his name




mmanuel, whlch is, being interpreted,
God Wwith us,"

The birth of Jesus Christ
marked the Incarnation of the Son of
God, The little baby lying in the

ethl ehem manger is "God with us, "
Ag the meaning of .thelowly manger
S8cene becomes clear t0 us, we have
an understand ing of the humiliation
Of' God, How many of earth's roval

dren are born amidst such lowly

and shameful surroundings? And yet
God's Son, the Lord of Glory, was <
born into the world of a Humble
Peasant woman, in a rude cattle shed,
amidst c:.rcums'rancea of poverty,
auff'ering and neglect, Surely the
manger wag fashioned from the same
kind of wood as the cross.

Matthew in telling the story

of the return of the holy family

fr t says that Lhey "withdrew
We, and came and '
d_s.]sw t in a ci.tg called Nazareth;

tha might be fulfilled which ¢
was spoken thru the prophets that

he should be called a Nazarene."

Te know of no specific prophecy in
the 014 Testament which designates
the Messiah as the "Nazarene', but

the general- ideas associated with the
term are readily found., Isaiah'e

great prophecy concerning the
Suffering Servan oot @
ldeas of the term, "He was

despised and rejected of men;

e




o

L.QAQ_LM' e, and acquainted with
griei: and we hid ag it were our

facgs from him; he was despised;

and we esteemed him not." ‘The
esignatilon Nazarene" carried with

it the stigms of reproach; it suggeste

the idea of rejection, even as Jesus

Wwas later rejected by his own people

of Nazareth, Thus another out-

standing fact connected with the cross

is g ested here., Christ was cruci-

TTed Ey a nation which rejected him

&8 the divinely appointed Messiah.

He was regarded as a Nazarene,

treated with contempt, and compelled
to bear the reproach of the cross,

II. THE CROSS IS SEEN IN THE EVENTS
CONNRCTED WITH HIS BIRTH:

s The manger cradle represents
t me kind of humillation as the

gross, @ Christian Church has
learned to sing, "In the Cross of
Christ I ?]ory,“ ?gd the Church has
earned 0 glory e .10wWly manger
birth of her Lord, but the glory of the
Manger is one with the glory of the
Cross. tellg us that Mary
"srought th her first-born son;
and she wrapped him in swaddling
Clothes, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them
In the inn." Humanly speaking, the
Dang er DiFth LEY g_ne%ﬁ@s{t bggggae
the‘mothgfnwas,crowdew out of & more
comfortable place.
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Of course the purposes of God wer
221ng 1ul1filled, but even so the
human agencies wers at work., It is
not our thought that Joseph and

Magry were maliciously kept out of the
they were not turned away because
they were not wanted. It was the
result of a combination of unusual
yet perflectly natural c¢ircumstances.
The 1ittle town was full of people
who had come ‘to register for purposes
of taxation.” The inn was quickly
filled, and Joseph and Mary were not
the only ones turneed away, The ead
fact 'ig that the people did not know
of his coming; they were not ready
to receive him; the world was 8o
completely absorbed in its own affairs
that there was no general preparation
for the greatest event of all time.

In the same way, Christ
is crowded out today. One Pastor of
a large city church wrote this message
for his Xmse bulletin entitled: et
"The Christmas Paradox": "Too man
Christians allow their absorption
in the "by-products" of Christmas -
business, social fellowship, and Vv
g8yety = to crowd from their lives
the worship of the Holy Child,
without whom we would have no Xmas.
One manifestation of this absorption
Te depleted congregations during the™
very geason when the churches ought
to be most crowded., 1This is the
paradox of Christmas.
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Let us not becoms 8o wearied by the
endless round of material interests
that we have neither strength nor

incl ingtion 40 worship during the
Christmas season at the altar of the
Church of Christ," Multitudes of
People who are more thoughtful, kind
and charitable to their friends and
Neighbors during the Christmas season
than at any other time of the year are
yet so busy and preoccupied with their

-~ OWn glane and activities that Christ

ig crowded out, The_geeetting gin of

our generation is difference,
neglect and unbelief int ngifie: and
bToadened by the pa reoceu

tion and absorption with worldly

things, The inn in a better day,

not packed with people brought there
because a heathen emperor wanted more
money, would have had room for Mary
and Jogeph and the Savior of the world.

The predichtion of Simeon in
the tenple at Jerusalem certainly
throws the cross into clear focus.

Hig prophetic words are: "Behold, this
¢hild is set for the falling and rising
of many in Tsrael; and for a sign

Which is spoken againgh; vyea and a
sword shall pierce through thine own

Soul; that thoughts oul of many

hearts may be revealed.," The offense

of the cross is here; likewise the
eufferigg of the cross, the rejection
of the cross, and_Jgg_;;dgmgnm_of the

cross, »Ghrist was gpoken against,




He wag called a glutinous man and a
wine=bibber, a blasphemer, an ally

9f Boelzebub, the nrince of devils,

by the religious leaders of the
nation, He was mocked and bullisd
and reviled, even when he hung upon
the cross, by the leaders and by the
people. Simeon's words anticipated
What came to pass, and later events ¢
themselves served t» unfold the
meaning of his prophetic utterances.

The gifta offered to the
Christ Child in the house of Pethlehem
are suggestive of his sufferings to

come, is ig especially true of
the gift of myrrh,  The Church has
long held this gift 1> be emblematic
of the true Humanity of Jesus, refer-
Ting particularly to his death and
burial, 8o we are told that another
g00d man, one Nicodemus by name, came
bringing "a mixture of myrrh and
aloes" with which to inter the dead
body of Jegys,:

The cros rist also
stands for the wicked envy, cruel

hatred and murderous ain which goads
A iy R ——

80me men in their opposition e
Son_of God, KingAggﬁgg‘s‘attempt to
déstroy Mary's Jon vividly reveale (U
this dark picture of the cross,

The evil=hearted man trembled on his
throne at Jerusalem when he first
heard tidings of the birthof the

"King ‘of the Jews," He feareda ¥

rival ¢laimant for his blood-stained
throne. His crafty mind immediately




formed a plan whereby his riwal
Zould be destroyed, "hen this plan

Was thwarted by the -higher obedience
of the Wigemen, he put into execution
ﬁhe bloody attempt to catch Mary's
child in.thegeneral slaughter of
Bethlehem babies., This Ba black-
hearted v s, thig awful corm gorruption
of sin which oiaoned the soul of
Herod later, hounded to death the

Doer of Good and nailed him to the
grose, Christ is being crucified
afresh in many lands to.day where
rulere and people still wield the
bloody weapons of cruel hatred against
innocent, helpless victims of
atrocious warfare. The light and
Tove of Christmas still showthe depths
of man's degradation and sin; and the
awfyl erimee committed by those who

do not know Ohrist as Savior and

Lord,

iIT, THE CROSS I8 SE=N IN THE SUFFEx-
INGS OF THE PARENTS AND OTHERS:

; The cross of Christ algo
stands for gyee g, innocent suffer-
lng, Sglritual guffering, vica-ious |

Sufferi We find that the Inafancy
Gospel ie not lacking in these elements

is seen in the s ringsg ary,
Jogeph, and others. Mary's suffer-

fn ngs beian with the anntfigigtten:
The recor hat "she was greatly

troubled at the gaying, and cast in |

!
|
of crucial auffering. For the croge i
i
\

e, . - 4



g B aieingn

her mind what %anner of salutation
8 might be. She suffered the
enguish of a deeply troubled spirit,
the acutest form of suffering known &
to pure, gensitive souls. The
_mystery of the miraculous conception,
the promised greatness of the Child,
the s trange position she was placed
in her relationship to Joseph would
naturally case a high-souled woman
like Mary to suffer acute anguish
of gpirit. The singular blessing
conferred upon her inevitably carriew
with it an unueual accompaniment of
suffering, The greatest blessings
alwaye entail the greatest sufferings,
Jogeph-likewise guffered
an exquisite tortume of sgoul. _We
need only allow our minds +o dwell
upon theé human elements of the story
to perceive the del icate and .difficult
gituation in which Joseph was placed.
Naturally he would be sorely dis-
tressed and dismayed when he Tearned
of Mary's strange secret. He would™
not believe his ears; he did not
understand; hg Was greatly troubled,
Hipg first thought was to do all that
could be done %o save the fanily V
from disgrace and shame. But even
while his tortured mind thought

upon these things, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him and made plain
the painful mystery. I!Fear not, “

the angel said, "o take unto thee
Mary thy wife: for that which is
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conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit." His suffering spirit was

8oothed by the revealing dream and he
arose from his sleép and did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him,

But this did not mark the end of his
sufferings. The arduous journey from
Nazareth to Bethlehem which brought -
such discomfort and distress to his
young wife naturally lay heavily upon
his sympathetic spirit. How would the
noble man feel when he could find no
Fefupe Por his suffering wife in the
inn, and was compelled to take her for
the birth of her first-born child into
a commen stable! Soon after followed
the troublesome days and fearful nights
when they must be cautious and
vigilant in order %o save the child's
life from the wicked Herod. _The
hazardous and trying journey to Ezypt
EFOught its share of anguish; 1likewise
the sojourn in a strange land, and

the return journey to Nazareth, _Not
unlike gome modern parents whose minds
are haunted with fears and forebodings
of the evil threatenings and villainous
depredations of kidnappers, the

pParents of the infent Savior were
robbed of the sweet joy of peaceful,
happy, home-centered experiences with
their first 1ittle baby. Surely the

ar of Jesug had their daily cross
to bear 4in righing a ¢ in

the 1ittle 1ife of Him who was %o be
the Life of the World,
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In the valley of Judes, .

Cold and wintry blown,

Christ was born one frosty morning,
And’ the trees do moan.

V.

Darkened skies, and men a=stumbling -
High above there showh f

One bright star a-moving Eastward A
Where the trees do moan.

Herod and ruling Romans

Stately sat upon the throne,

Sent the soldiers out a-looking,

And the.trees do moan,

Mary took her little baby,

Set out all alone;

Down in Fgyptland they tarried
"here the trees do moan.,

Jesus then became a carpenter,

Worked with wood and stone,

Nails he drove and cross-arms fashioned
And the trees do moan; -

There one day while in the forest black
One tree he picked for his own,

A Christmas tree, an ever=green oOne,
And the trees do moan."
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