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1. 2016

1.1 March

About (2016-03-02 20:53)

This is an example of a page. Unlike posts, which are displayed on your blog’s front page in the order they’re
published, pages are be er suited for more meless content that you want to be easily accessible, like your About or
Contact informa on. Click the Edit link to make changes to this page or [1]add another page.

1. https://wordpress.com/page/107837934/new/

Personal View of Jewish Endogamy (2016-03-25 17:26)

Jewish endogamy is something that has played a large role in Jewish customs for ages. Jews are generally known for
marrying within their religion. Un l recently, it was not an accepted concept for a Jewish man or woman to marry
someone of another religion. In many countries it s ll is not accepted, however in America, endogamy is slowly
becoming an ex nct idea. Endogamy can be defined as marrying within a local group, tribe or religion. Current day
Americans seem to believe that endogamy just is not as important as it once was. In Judaism, endogamy is slowly
becoming a re red thought.

For this blog post, I thought it would be interes ng to interview my own Mother and find out her views on
keeping the tradi on of marrying within the Jewish community. My mother has always spoken of me finding a
nice jewish boy also commonly referred to as an NJB. I am sure Jewish girls everywhere can relate to their mothers
bringing up the marrying of a NJB. However, a er speaking with myMother for about an hour we came to terms that
just marrying someone because of their religion is not the most important thing. Although marrying someone of the
same religion can make certain aspects of life easier, it is not nearly as necessary as it once was. People in America
have become less religious than they used to be. The idea of accep ng and loving everyone is a very common theme
in the thoughts of millennials, and this means that endogamy does not need to be the most important facet in a
marriage anymore. Even though my mom would love for me to marry someone Jewish, she says my happiness is the
most important thing, especially because of the increasingly high divorce rates in our country today. She claims that
she had a lot of good friends that married men simply because they were of the same religion, not because they
were truly in love, and now they are unhappy and divorced.

Overall, a er this interview I am able to claim that Jewish endogamy is slowly but surely diminishing. Something
that was once viewed as the most important characteris c in a rela onship, has become just a small component of a
marriage.
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1.2 April

Reform Jew’s Views (2016-04-02 18:20)

Jewish endogamy is something that has become less and less important as our genera ons con nue. Reform Judaism
has become one of the most common sects of Judaism in America, and this is for mul ple reasons. First of all, Reform
Judaism accepts anyone into their synagogue. Many people who convert to Judaism or who are not even converted
will a end Reform synagogues. Since, Jewish endogamy is con nuously becoming less common, there are more
people becoming Reform Jews because they are always accepted in the Reform community if they have a non-jewish
spouse.

In contemporary mes, discrimina on is not accepted. Reform Jews are known for being the most accep ng
of all the sects in Judaism. Growing up as reform Jew, I had many friends with parents that intermarried. Now,
intermarriage does not even seem like a term worth referring to because it just isn’t a big deal. In Reform Judaism
today, most Rabbis will officiate a wedding even if both people ge ng married are not Jewish. This used to be
something that was extremely rare. A number of reform Rabbis today s ll ask for the man or woman who is not
Jewish to convert, but the conver ng process is not extremely difficult.

I found an ar cle on JTA.org, which is the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that asks Rabbi Rick Jacobs if it is be er
to marry within the Jewish community or if in-marriage is not a big deal anymore. Rabbi Jacobs, who is the head
Rabbi of the Union of Reform Judaism and he did not say whether marrying someone within the Jewish community
had any more value than marrying out of the community. This should be proof of the major change that is taking
place in modern American Judaism, when one of the most well-known rabbis in the country does not have a defined
stance on whether endogamy truly makes for a more valued marriage. Rabbi Jacobs does touch on the fact that it
is important to keep Jewish tradi ons alive and to con nue to prac ce Jewish educa on, nonetheless he touches
on the fact that he does not see a direct correla on with endogamy and teaching Judaism. There are some couples
that are intermarried who have more religious children than couples who are both Jewish. Some mes it seems that
people who are new to the religion want to be more involved than those who have prac ced the religion their en re
life. The best latkes I ever had were frommy friends Mother who was Catholic, but wanted to perfect her latke recipe
because she was so fascinated with the new Jewish side of her life.
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Conserva ve Jew’s Views (2016-04-05 19:08)

As far as endogamy in the Jewish religion goes, I have found for the most part it is not as prevalent as it once
was. However, in the more tradi onal sects of Judaism it s ll holds very high importance. People who prac ce
Conserva ve Judaism will claim that Jewish endogamy is necessary to keep Jewish tradi ons alive.

My grandparents grew up as Conserva ve Jews and they definitely have strong feelings towards their grand-
children marrying within the Jewish religion. Although they always tell me they will love whoever I marry, I know
they would be more accep ng if I were to marry within the religion.

I found a very interes ng ar cle tled "Why I Will Not Simply Accept Intermarriage". It shows the very de-
fined view of a conserva ve Jewish Rabbi named Jeremy Kalmanofsky. He claims it is hard to be a Rabbi that will not
officiate intermarriage weddings because as a Rabbi it is your job to make your congregants happy. When he turns
down a couple because they are not both Jewish it makes him look cruel, however he is not trying to be mean in any
way possible. He simply does not want to officiate the wedding because he believes that eventually intermarriages
will lead to Judaism becoming less prominent as genera ons con nue. Kalmanofsky shows some sta s cs that
displays that intermarried Jewish couples have about a 20 % rate of raising their children Jewish, while in-married
parents show that 96 % of the children will be raised Jewish. This is a very defini ve sta s c that can show why Rabbi
Kalmanofsky has his defined views.

All in all, Conserva ve Jews most definitely have a different viewpoint when it come to endogamy than Re-
form Jews. Although some conserva ve jews accept intermarriage it is not nearly as common for Conserva ve Rabbis
to officiate a mixed marriage wedding.

Pros & Cons of Endogamy (2016-04-11 19:39)

As I have learned more and more about endogamy since the beginning of this project, I feel as though I can definitely
explain what some of the benefits of marrying within a community, as well as some of the downfalls.

For the pros:

• Marrying within the Jewish can make it easier on the children, because they will easily be able to iden fy with
Judaism.

• More conserva ve parents are o en happier with their children being in a endogamous rela onship.

• Any Rabbi will officiate the wedding.

• When there are hardships in the rela onship, having the same religious viewpoint can o en deter arguments
that would arise.
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For the cons:

• In America, there is not an extremely large Jewish popula on. Therefor, it is some mes much easier to be in a
rela onship with someone outside of your religious community.

• It does not promote as much liberal freedom as being in an exogamous rela onship

Overall, there seems to be more pros to endogamy than cons. But that is simply because marrying with more in
common usually makes life easier, since there are less different views. However, many people would claim that
differences can make for a stronger rela onship. At mes having too many things in common can make couples
fight more. Happy couples learn from each other and enjoy the different characteris cs that their spouse possesses.
Nevertheless, there is no proof that an endogamous rela onship will have any more success than an exogamous
rela onship. In the end, it depends on the people in the marriage and how compa ble they are, not just their
religious views.

Tradi onal Jewish Wedding
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The Future of Judaism (2016-04-12 19:52)

So why does endogamy ma er? Endogamy is not something that people usually address un l later in life, maybe
their mid-twen es. Yet, when a person is da ng someone there is always the possibility that they will fall in love and
get married. The future depends on our offspring and the genera ons that we are going to produce. The future of
our governments, our environment, our religion and our society, is all in the hands of the genera ons that come
a er us.

When you put things in perspec ve, carrying on religious tradi ons is in the hands of your children. And the
way you raise your children has a lot to do with the person you marry. If everyone slowly marries outside of their
religious group and does not educate their children on the history of their ancestors and the importance of their
religion, eventually religion could become something that is simply in history books and is not prac ced how it is today.

The thought of this is frightening. Nonetheless, I don’t think our society would ever succumb to the point of
not prac cing any religions. But, the basis of prac cing religions and having a strong religious view starts from
the parents. If a parent never sends their child to a religious educa on school, or never teaches them about their
religious background they will never know if they want to prac ce that religion themselves and carry on tradi on.
The decision to educate your child on their religion stems from the parents. Therefor, if parents come from different
religious backgrounds it is definitely more difficult to implement a single, but strong religious iden ty in the life of
your child.

So, this is why endogamy is important. It is important because if we want the genera ons to come to be well
educated and have a fundamental religious background, it is our duty to keep the tradi ons alive.
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