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1. 2016

1.1 March

Religion & Poli cs (2016-03-23 14:59)

Hello,

my name is Logan Schatzberg and this is my blog for REL1300. This blog is going to be about how religion can
influence the poli cal posi ons of groups and individuals throughout the world.

My first topic of conversa on touches on those close to home, here in the United States. The split in poli cal
par es are directly related to religion. Le -side poli cs are usually less touched by religious influence. What I mean
by that is there are substan ally less religious individuals under the Democrat name and are thus less influenced by
religious ideals and morals.

On the opposite end of the spectrum lies the Republicans. Typically, Republicans are religious and thus very
influenced in their poli cal decisions through religious ideals and morals. One of the most common controversies
brought up about how religion may influence voters to be swayed into the Republican (or Democrat!) party is
abor on. Many religions not only frown but completely condemn abor on and this leads Americans to follow the
respec ve party that also condemns abor on.

Another controversial topic between many Americans that is en rely swayed by their religious upbringing and
background is gay marriage. Typically, the major religions, Chris anity, Judaism, Islam, etc. are against gay marriage,
so anyone with a strong belief in those religions would follow these beliefs. This means he or she would vote a certain
party or candidate based off his or her’s matching religious belief that gay marriage should or should not happen.

This concludes my first post on how religion can influence poli cal posi ons of individuals and the groups they
are apart of. I will hopefully be upda ng this blog twice a week for the next month and next week I am going to talk
about religion influences the poli cal posi ons of groups and individuals in the Middle East.

A simple hello and presenta on on my first topic

The Middle East (2016-03-29 15:58)

Hello readers!

This blog post is on how many ci zens within Middle Eastern countries are poli cally driven through their reli-
gious beliefs. Middle Eastern countries are notorious for being very religious and holding close to their beliefs, but

5



how much does this religious belief affect the poli cal powers in play and the ci zens who abide by these powers.

In the Middle East, there is a no ceably less separa on between church and state than in the US. The views
on religion is very different in a sense that poli cians will strictly abide by their beliefs with no leeway at all. For
example, many Middle Eastern governments will have homosexual people executed just due to their sexuality. Many
poli cians in the US are against homosexual marriage and such, but they would never order (and get away with) an
execu on due to sexuality.

A firm belief of many, including myself, is that many of these Middle Eastern countries use the widespread re-
ligious beliefs among its ci zens to be very firm. Most of the ci zens have Islamic beliefs running deep within them
and since this is shared by the poli cal leaders, they are invested into these leaders. These ci zens then, in a way,
ignore many of the abrupt and some mes dangerous ac ons these leaders put their ci zens that entrusted them in.

A lot of new laws that are put in place by Middle Eastern countries are directly a result of the Islamic Sharia,
or the Islamic Law. This means there are laws in play only because of a religious background and thus is a direct
influence on the poli cs of its people.

There are many differing posi ons and opinions on the impact religion has on the poli cal views and ac ons
among Middle Eastern poli cians and ci zens, but one thing seems to be accepted by everyone: Religion here is
"put" on a higher pedestal than America in North America and many other countries and con nents. This concludes
my second blog post and please comment your opinions on this post to further my knowledge on the topic and
hopefully fix any mistakes I may have. My next blog post will be on how poli cs is influenced by religion in South
America.

Mandaville, Peter. "How Do Religious Beliefs Affect Poli cs?" Global Poli cs. Vol. 52. N.p.: n.p., n.d. 97-120.
Web. 04 Apr. 2016.

1.2 April

South America (2016-04-05 13:37)

Hello readers!

This post is on how religion affects poli cs in South America.

South America has been known as a very religious area of the world, especially with Chris anity and Catholi-
cism. For many years, Argen na was a very Catholic country and obeyed, so to speak, the Pope’s morals and
"laws". In 2010, Argen na broke the bond with the allowance of gay marriage. This showed that Argen na may be
influenced by its Catholic roots, but it is not ruled by it. On the contrary, Argen na is s ll firmly against abor on
and surprisingly, all Non-Catholic individuals HAVE to register with the government. That alone shows how much
Catholicism has influenced Argen na as a country and how powerful a belief can be. Religion governs the masses
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just as the government itself can.

Argen na is not the only country that is heavily into Catholicism in South America. Almost every South Ameri-
can country, aside of Uruguay, is heavily influenced by Catholicism in their poli cal decisions. Most ci zens among
these countries are strong with their Catholic beliefs and will specifically vote, if a democra c na on, for presiden al
candidates with another firm Catholic belief.

My analysis on all of this within South America is that the ci zens of these countries are slowly determining
their own opinions on ma ers and the legaliza on of gay marriage in Argen na was just a step in the right direc on.
There’s nothing wrong with being opinionated off your religion, but everyone must also form their own opinions.
Poli cs is totally dependent off opinions and someone’s willing to fight for their opinion and if everyone is under the
same umbrella, no one will be willing to fight for their own opinion. In the next few decades, South America as a
whole is going to, most likely, branch away further from the Catholic Church and eventually have more of a mel ng
pot of ideas instead of those dependent off the Catholic Church.

Next post is going to be about how European poli cs are influenced by religion in the current day. This will be
the last post I have on an individual group of people before I make my final analysis on how religion influences poli cs
throughout the world.

Europe (2016-04-13 10:17)

Hello readers!

This is my last site-specific post on how religion affects poli cs!

Throughout history Europe has been a focal point for expanding religions and even a birthplace for some. But
the ques on arises, does this rich history of religion s ll affect European poli cs in modern mes? The answer is
simply yes.

Chris anity has been a huge part for most European countries. Chris anity was the pushing force for the im-
proving of life for the masses. An example of this is the establishment of hospitals.

Western Europe, especially the La n European countries like Spain, Portugal, etc., are very Roman Catholic
and their hard Catholic beliefs run deep within its policies and poli cs. Spain has abor on legalized within limits, but
poli cians with a strong Catholic background, like many members of Spain’s cabinet, oppose this legaliza on and
work towards withdrawing the legaliza on of abor on. This shows how Catholic beliefs are not regionally dependent
since Americans and all other "abiding" Catholics believe the same thing. The influence of religion is not bounded by
language barriers or a body of water, which is amazing to think about.

Chris anity is not the only religion in Europe. Islam is actually huge here. The numbers grow by day and Mus-
lims are not just in Turkey as many may think. Muslims are in decent numbers in every European country and even
Russia has a large mass of Muslim ci zens. The Islamic popula ons have a growing influence on poli cs within the
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EU and its neighboring countries. Whether 5 % or 10 % or 25 % of the popula on, poli cians have to be sensi ve to
Muslim beliefs and culture if they want to win posi ons within their governments. An example of this is the growing
force of people wan ng Sharia Law to be prominent in European na ons. Poli cians, knowing this, could say that
they are for Sharia Law in their countries and thus use a religious backing idea for poli cal reasons.

As history tells, the Jewish popula on in Europe is a lot smaller than it used to be. Even with a smaller size,
there are hundreds of thousands of Jews in Europe and their poli cal power is s ll very much so in play. Many
poli cians actually use the sore subject of the Holocaust for their own advantage. They will, knowing that this horrific
event causes guilt and sorrow among many countries and its ci zens, push beliefs, like Sharia Law, for their own
benefit. Poli cs has, and always will, be a shady subject that is very dependent on psychologically winning over the
masses and pleasing those backing you.

Regardless of the religion, there is a lot of power pressed on poli cs by them. Every day there are new laws
being signed or wai ng to be signed that are influenced by people’s religious beliefs.

Be sure to checkout my conclusion trying to connect all the dots with religion affec ng the en re world!

Pu ng it all together... (2016-04-14 10:18)

Hello readers, this is my last post on this blog! I hope all this informa on and analysis has been enlightening and
pushing you to look into religion at an educa onal standpoint.

Throughout the history of mankind, many things have repeated themselves: life, death, and religion. People
always want to believe in something, even if that belief is to not believe in something. The masses of the world need
some guidance in their moral beliefs and enjoy a guideline to live off of. It’s hard to imagine the world being the
way it is now without Chris anity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, and so forth. Every religion has had its ups and downs
and will con nue to have those. People having different beliefs may spur conflict, but it also spurs advancement in
technology and knowledge.

Everyone, even "perfect poli cians" as many people so think they may be, is influenced off their beliefs. Most
poli cians throughout history firmly stood behind their religious beliefs and would pass laws allowing or disallowing
ac ons their respec ve religion approved or disapproved of. Every loca on that I discussed reflected this aspect in
its policies. America was formed off the pursuit of religious freedom. That’s an en re country formed just to allow
religion to play its parts within people.

It is amazing what lengths people do for their beliefs and their religion, but it does not surprise me. People
want to feel whole and accepted, and religions give that fulfillment. This is not a reflec on on history and present day
but also a statement on how poli cs will forever be influenced by religion and the easiest way to appeal to everyone
is through educa on and the removal of ignorance. One day there will hopefully be no more physically figh ng
among different religious groups and they’ll allow the figh ng to be within the pursuit of knowledge.
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