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s a in t s ,  in c lu d in g  t h e  1 9 t h -  

c e n t u r y  E c u a d o r e a n  la y w o m a n  

w h o  h e lp e d  t h e  s ic k  a n d  t h e  
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a  d o m e  b e in g  In s t a l le d  o n  

a  n e w  R u s s ia n  O r th o d o x  

c a t h e d r a l  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t io n  
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U M S ID E

NEWS & NOTES
Bethel Missionary Baptist 
Church has planned 
an array o f events to 
celebrate the church’s 
138th anniversary and 
the 22nd anniversary of 
its pastor, the Rev. R.B. 
Holmes Jr.

P a g e  2 D

TELEVISION
“Rita Rocks," starring 
“Mad TV" performer 
Nicole Sullivans, debuts 
Monday on Lifetime. 

P a g e  3 D

MASTER
CALENDAR

F irs t Church o f C hrist, S c ien tis t:
‘w h e r e  p e o p le  h a v e  b e e n  h e a le d  f o r  1 0 0  y e a r s ’

F I R S T  C H U R C H  OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

IK IYEA R S 'O T R B K nne 
IN TALLAHASSEE
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GLENN BEIL/D em ocrat

T h e  F ir s t  C h u r c h  o f  C h r is t ,  S c ie n t is t  Is  c e le b r a t in g  I t s  c e n t e n n ia l  w i t h  a n  o p e n  h o u s e ,  o r g a n  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  a  g u e s t  s p e a k e r .
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Learn more 
at today’s 
open house

GLENN BEIL/Dem ocrat
J u d y  C la r k ,  l e f t ,  a n d  P a t  P le r a t t e ,  s t a n d in g  in  f r o n t  o f  a  1 9 2 0 s  p ip e  o r g a n ,  a r e  r e a d e r s  a t  t h e  c h u r c h .

B y  S h a r o n  K a n t - R a u c h

D E M O C R A T  F A IT H  E D IT O R

Perhaps you’ve heard 
the term Christian Sci­
ence, walked by the First 
Church of Chris t, Scientist 
downtown or glanced in a 
Christian Science Reading 
Room.

But do you know what 
it’s all about?

If not, today you’ll have 
a chance to find out as 
the church hosts an open 
house, a speaker and an 
organ concert as part of its 
100-year anniversary.

“Letting people know 
that there exists a church 
in Tallahassee where 
people have been healed 
for 100 years, that’s our 
main objective,” said Vicki 
Sheffield, a Christian Sci­
ence practitioner.

Since Mary Baker Eddy 
founded the denomination 
in 1879, healing — includ­
ing physical and emotional 
— has been the focus of 
the church. Eddy believed 
that man is spiritual.
Since our spiritual nature 
reflects the perfectness of 
God, if we are aligned with 
that perfectness, we can be

_ i ------- i _ _ n ___________i i —

Being healed from grief 
is what first brought Shef­
field to the church. She 
was attending Florida 
State University in the 
1960s when her father was 
murdered in South Flori­
da. Shaken and depressed, 
she wandered from church 
to church, trying to find 
relief from her suffering.

One day a woman 
offered her a ride home * • 
from band practice. She 
was a Christian Scientist, 
and she gave Sheffield a 
copy of.Eddy’s book “Sci­
ence and Health with Keys 
to the Scriptures.” From 
the first words, “To those 
leaning on the sustaining
• n • i j i • i • *«i

IF YOU GO

■  What: First Church of 
Christ, Scientist centen­
nial celebration and open 
house.

■  When: 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. today.

■  Where: 122 N. Adams 
St.
SCHEDULE

■  1 p.m. Organ recital

by church organist James 
Amene, a graduate of 
FSU’s College of Music.

■  2  p.m. Speaker 
Betty J. O’Neal from Lynn, 
Mass., will give a lecture 
titled “Perplexed? Learn 
how Christian Science 
heals.”

■  The Reading Room will 
be open during the entire 
open house.

Christian Science began 
with 19th-century woman
B y  S h a r o n  K a n t - R a u c h  explained the laws of
D E M O C R A T  F A IT H  E D IT O R  ,  .  . .

W e  c a n  

le a r n  a  lo t  

f r o m  B i l l  

M a h e r

Leo Sandon

Religion in 
America

At first 
blush, 
another 
piece 
on Bill 
Maher’s 
“Rel- 
igulous” 
is one too 
many. The 
movie

has been around since 
Oct. 1, many of you 
have seen it and this 
page carried a long 
article on it last week. 
Enough already.

Yet it isn’t enough. 
The conversation 
about “Religulous” 
continues, the film 
is in Tallahassee for 
another week and a 
number of you have 
asked about it.

I’ve seen it twice. 
Each time I noted 
several small groups 
viewing it and leaving 
the theater together, 
ostensibly to discuss 
what they had seen.
So, in the interest of 
not allowing an unpub­
lished thought, here is 
my two cents’ worth.

Rabbi David Wolpe’s 
article, “Bill Maher’s 
‘Religulous’ misses the 
point” (Faith section, 
Oct. 11), dealt with

P l e a s e  s e e  S A N D O N ,  3 D
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G r e e n  B ib l e

“ T h e  G r e e n  B ib le ”  ( H a r p e r O n e ,  

h a r d c o v e r ,  1 , 4 4 0  p a g e s ,  

■ $ 2 9 . 9 5 )

N e w  B ib le  

h a s  g r e e n  

e m p h a s is

B y  C a t h y  L y n n  G r o s s m a n

G A N N E T T  N E W S  S E R V IC E

http://rn.tdo.com
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NEWS &  NOTES
Bethel Missionary Baptist 
Church has planned 
an array o f events to 
celebrate the church’s 
138th anniversary and 
the 22nd anniversary of 
its pastor, the Rev. R.B. 
Holmes Jr.

P a g e  2 0

TELEVISION
“ Rita Rocks,” starring 
“ Mad TV” performer 
Nicole Sullivans, debuts 
Monday on Lifetime. 

P a g e  3 D

MASTER
CALENDAR
Find out what’s going on 
around town for the next 
seven days.

P a g e  6 D

HISTORY
Look up today’s history 
feature and work the 
sudoku puzzle.

P a g e  4 D

CONTACT US
Z i l p h a  U n d e r w o o d ,  

c u s t o m iz e d  c o n t e n t  e d i t o r

zunderwood 
@tallahassee.com 
P h o n e :  599-2314 
S h a r o n  K a n t - R a u c h ,

F a i t h  e d i t o r :  

srauch@ 
tallahassee.com 
P h o n e :  671-6539

100 YEAR$Br RtKONC 
IN TALLAHASSEE 
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The First Church of Christ, Scientist is celebrating Its centennial with an open house, organ performance and a guest speaker.

GLENN BEIL/Dem ocrat
J u d y  C la r k ,  l e f t ,  a n d  P a t  P le r a t t e ,  s t a n d in g  In  f r o n t  o f  a  1 9 2 0 s  p ip e  o r g a n ,  a r e  r e a d e r s  a t  t h e  c h u r c h .

Learn more 
at today’s 
open house
B y  S h a r o n  K a n t - R a u c h

D E M O C R A T  F A IT H  E D IT O R

Perhaps you’ve heard 
the term Christian Sci­
ence, walked by the First 
Church of Christ, Scientist 
downtown or glanced in a 
Christian Science Reading 
Room.

But do you know what 
it’s all about?

If not, today you’ll have 
a chance to find out as 
the church hosts an open 
house, a speaker and an 
organ concert as part of its 
100-year anniversary.

“Letting people know 
that there exists a church 
in Tallahassee where 
people have been healed 
for 100 years, that’s our 
main objective,” said Vicki 
Sheffield, a Christian Sci­
ence practitioner.

Since Mary Baker Eddy 
founded the denomination 
in 1879, healing — includ­
ing physical and emotional 
— has been the focus of 
the church. Eddy believed 
that man is spiritual.
Since our spiritual nature 
reflects the perfectness of 
God, if we are aligned with 
that perfectness, we can be 
healed physically, morally 
and spiritually. The best 
way to get aligned, she 
believed, is through prayer.

Being healed from grief 
is what first brought Shef­
field to the church. She 
was attending Florida 
State University in the 
1960s when her father was 
murdered in South Flori­
da. Shaken and depressed, 
she wandered from church 
to church, trying to find 
relief from her suffering.

One day a woman 
offered her a ride home 
from band practice. She 
was a Christian Scientist, 
and she gave Sheffield a 
copy of Eddy’s book “Sci­
ence and Health with Keys 
to the Scriptures.” From 
the first words, “To those 
leaning on the sustaining 
infinite, today is big with 
blessings,” Sheffield was

P l e a s e  s e e  C H R IS T IA N ,  2 D

IF YOU GO

■  What: First Church of 
Christ, Scientist centen­
nial celebration and open 
house.

■  When: 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. today.

■  Where: 122 N. Adams 
St.
SCHEDULE

■  1  p.m. Organ recital

B y  S h a r o n  K a n t - R a u c h

D E M O C R A T  F A IT H  E D IT O R

Mary Baker Eddy, bom 
in 1821, was a sickly child 
and as an adult suffered 
from illnesses that caused 
her to spend weeks in 
bed.

After her first husband 
died in 1844, she was sick 
so often that her only 
child had to be raised * 
by family members and 
neighbors.

In 1866, she fell on the 
ice in Lynn, Mass., caus­
ing injuries so severe she 
thought she was going 
to die. One night, she 
reached for the Bible and 
began reading about the 
healings of Jesus. She was 
healed and got out of bed.

She spent the next 
three years studying the 
Bible and coming up with 
what she called Chris­
tian Science — a set of 
principles she believed

by church organist James 
Amene, a graduate of 
FSU’s College o f Music.

■  2  p.m. Speaker 
Betty J. O’Neal from Lynn, 
Mass., will give a lecture 
titled "Perplexed? Learn 
how Christian Science 
heals."

■  The Reading Room will 
be open during the entire 
open house.

explained the laws of 
God and creation. When 
applied, she believed they 
could bring about heal­
ings of all kinds.

In 1875, she published 
her book “Science and 
Health with Keys to the 
Scriptures” and in 1879, 
founded the First Church 
of Christ, Scientist.

She was vilified by 
many, including the 
author Mark Twain, but 
her church and her teach­
ings spread throughout 
the world. Today, the 
Mother Church is in Bos­
ton, Mass., and has 1,800 
branches worldwide.

In 1908, when Eddy was 
87 years old, she started 
the newspaper The 
C hristian  Science M oni­
tor. Today it is an inter­
national daily newspaper 
that publishes Monday 
through Friday. It has 
won seven Pulitzer Prizes.

GLENN BEIL/Dem ocrat

T h e  c h u r c h  o f f e r s  a n  e d u c a t io n a l  a r e a  f o r  c h i ld r e n .

Christian Science began 
with 19th-century woman

Religion in ^ U1UU“  
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many. The
movie

has been around since 
Oct. 1, many of you 
have seen it and this 
page carried a long 
article on it last week. 
Enough already.

Yet it isn’t enough. 
The conversation 
about “Religulous” 
continues, the film 
is in Tallahassee for 
another week and a 
number of you have 
asked about it.

I’ve seen it twice. 
Each time I noted 
several small groups 
viewing it and leaving 
the theater together, 
ostensibly to discuss 
what they had seen.
So, in the interest of 
not allowing an unpub­
lished thought, here is 
my two cents’ worth.

Rabbi David Wolpe’s 
article, “Bill Maher’s 
‘Religulous’ misses the 
point” (Faith section, 
Oct. 11), dealt with

P l e a s e  s e e  S A N D 0 N ,  3 D

“T h e  G r e e n  B ib le ”  ( H a r p e r O n e ,  

h a r d c o v e r ,  1 , 4 4 0  p a g e s ,  

■ $ 2 9 . 9 5 )

N e w  B ib le

h a s  g r e e n  

e m p h a s is

B y  C a t h y  L y n n  G r o s s m a n

G A N N E T T  N E W S  S E R V IC E

A new edition of the 
Bible sets out to show 
that seeds of environ­
mentalism were sown 
in the Garden of Eden.

Just as “red letter” 
Bibles highlight the 
words of Jesus in red 
ink, “The Green Bible” 
uses green ink to spot­
light more than 1,000 
passages extolling the 
goodness of creation 
and God’s charge to 
care for it.

The first chapter 
of Genesis is grass 
green; so are chunks 
of Psalms and Gospel 
passages in which 
Jesus considers the 
lilies of the field and 
keeps his eye on the 
sparrow.

Publisher Harper- 
One’s New Revised

P l e a s e  s e e  B IB L E ,  2 D
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News&Notes
A  q u ic k  lo o k  a t  w h a t ’s  n e w s  in  y o u r  n e ig h b o r h o o d

■  F O R  C L E R G Y

Big Bend Hospice: Clergy 
folk from Leon, Jefferson, 
M adison, Taylor, Wakulla, 
Franklin, Liberty and 
Gadsden counties are 
invited to attend a  lun­
cheon from noon to 1:15 
p.m. Tuesday. Paul Malley, 
president o f Aging w ith

Bethel Baptist 
celebrates 138th 
anniversary
DEMOCRAT STAFF REPORTS

An event-filled  celebra­
tion  o f the 138th anniver-

P H IL  S E A R S /D e m o c ra t file s  

B e th e l M is s io n a r y  B a p t is t  C h u rc h  p la n s  s p e c ia l s e r v ic e s , s p e a k e r s  a n d  

e v e n ts .

Y V X i- L  b f i m  C U A / U L  b U C

“Five W ishes” document. 
To m ake reservations for 
the luncheon call the Rev. 
Candace McKibben at B ig  
Bend Hospice, 878-5310, 
ext. 250, or (800) 772-5862 
or e-m ail her a t eandace@  
bigbendhospice.org.

■  M U S IC

Capital City Christian 
Church: Vocalist L am elle 
Harris is  performing in  
concert at 7 p.m. today. He 
is winner o f both Grammy 
and Dove awards and has 
participated in  B illy Gra­
ham  crusades during his 
30-year m usical career. He 
w ill perform at the church, 
6115 M ahan Drive. Tick­
ets are $15. Call 877-7315, 
for tickets or more infor­
mation.

ary B ap tist Church and 
th e 22nd anniversary o f 
its  pastor, th e Rev. R.B. 
H olm es Jr., begins th is  
w eekend. Join  th e con­
gregation a t 8  a.m . today  
for a  prayer w alk th a t 
starts a t B ethel M all 
and continues to  proper­
tie s  owned by th e  church 
such as th e B ethel Fam ­
ily  R estaurant, B ethel 
Fam ily Life C enter and  
others.

County Com m issioner 
B ill Proctor w ill deliver  
the serm on a t th e  7 a.m . 
Sunday service. The 
Rev. H olm es delivers th e  
m essage a t the 11 a.m . 
service. The 100 Voice 
M ale Choir w ill perform  
a t th e early service, the  
100 Voice Women’s Choir 
at the later one.

The Rev. C. D ennis 
Edwards, pastor o f St. 
John M issionary B aptist 
Church in  L ittle Rock, 
Ark., is  th e keynote 
speaker for a  City-w ide 
Prayer and P raise Ser­
vice a t 7  p.m . W ednesday.

O ct. 26  is  Hom ecom ing 
and Social Justice Sun­
day a t th e church. Mem­
bers w ill in v ite  friends to

worship service and then  
participate in  a w alk to  
the courthouse.

A “R etiree and M inistry 
R ecognition Luncheon” is  
scheduled for noon Oct. 
28.

A ttend any or a ll o f the 
activ ities. B ethel M is­
sionary B ap tist Church is  
at 224 N. M artin Luther 
K ing Blvd.

B IB L E

F ro m  P a g e  I D

Standard Translation  
o f the B ible is  printed  
in  soy ink on recycled 
paper and bound in  eco- 
friendly linen.

W here other Bibles 
have theological analy­
sis, “The Green Bible” 
h as essays by conserva­
tion ists and theologians. 
It concludes w ith a 
reading guide tracking 
environm ental them es 
throughout the Bible.

A national survey by 
Baylor U niversity in  
Waco, Texas, released  
la st m onth, found m ost 
religious people o f all 
denom inations agreed 
th at “dram atic” changes 
w ere needed to  prevent 
further dam age to the 
earth, air and living  
creatures.

“We need a  Bible like 
th is,” says th e Rev. Rich­
ard Cizik, vice president 
o f the N ational A ssocia­
tion o f Evangelicals, who 
has led h is group into  
environm ental activism .
. Environm entalism  
faces hurdles am ong 
evangelicals, he says, 
citing suspicions that 
it’s  “liberal-leftist” or 
“w itch y -p a g a n o r that 
it  leans to governm ent

regulation.
A nother hurdle: 

“D om inionism — the  
idea th a t God gave 
th is to  us and w e can 
do w hat w e dam  w ell 
please.

“W hen people te ll 
m e Jesus never talked  
about th e environm ent,
I say, God says, ‘Love 
your neighbor,’ not 
drown him  in  m elting  
sea  ice,” C izik says.

T his “Green Bible” is  
not th e first, however.
A 1993 book also titled  
“The G reen Bible,” 
co-w ritten by religious 
stu d ies expert Stephen  
Scharper and anthro­
pologist H ilary Cun­
ningham , has no green  
ink but h as the sam e 
intentions.

It intertw ines ecol­
ogy and ecum enism  by 
drawing quotes from  
a w ide range o f sacred 
texts, sa in ts and spiri­
tual leaders, poets, and 
scien tists, says Scharp­
er, who teaches on 
social m ovem ents in  the  
U niversity ofToronto’s 
Centre for Environm ent.

“We w anted to address 
the tension betw een bib­
lically based C hristians 
and environm entally 
based C hristians, and to 
show th e corresponding 
view s o f other faith  and 
hum anist traditions,” • 
Scharper says.

Our team has spirit
On

w eekends 
I work in  a 
store th a t 
se lls  fab­
ric, includ-

Faith prints
from

universities and sports 
teams. Sports fans like 
to use these to make 
fleece throws, quilts . 
and other items that 
display their team 
spirit.

People buy these 
fabrics and ribbons 
to decorate their 
homes, surrounding 
themselves with team 
colors, memorabilia 
and other things so 
tha t their g u ests have 
no doubt about w here 
their support lie s .
A t m y “day job,” m y . 
director keeps a  bright 
blue and orange throw  
draped over h is chair.

One w om an recently  
cam e to our store look­
in g  for th e green  and 
w h ite colors o f M ichi­
gan S ta te  —  she w as 
very disappointed  not 
to find a prin t w ith  the 
Trojan h elm et on it.

In addition to the 
visuals, fans (short for 
fanatics) often fully 
live the lifestyle by 
immersing themselves 
in a complete knowl­
edge of their favorite 
team. Some folks spout 
off most of the players’ 
names, best and worst 
plays, even team fight

throughout time.
Can you name these 

players on a first- 
name basis? There are 
many names for every 
member of the T rin ity . 
— Almighty Father, 
Savior, Comforter, for 
starters (not to men­
tion all the angels that 
play back-up!)

Did you know that 
God commands us to 
cheer? “Rejoice ip the 
Lord alw ays. I will say  
it  again: R ejoice!” (Phi- 
lip p ian s 4:4) The word 
“rejoice” in  Hebrew 
can m ean “to m ake 
m erry, to  jum p for joy, 
to  congratu late.” That 
certa in ly  describes 
som e o f th e  activ ­
ity  I’ve w itn essed  at a 
local football gam e.

L et us cheer each  
tim e our m ighty team  
scores a victory! Heal­
ing, recon ciliation , 
broken h earts m ended, 
lost things found, res­
toration —  a ll o f th ese  
winning m oves bring  
about great joy  in  th e  
heavens. How can we 
do less than dance and 
sing about them ?

Enjoy the season , m y 
friends, and don’t  for­
get to include a  cheer 
or two for the m igh ti­
e st team of all.

■  J o y  D u p e r a u l t  w o r k s  in  

e m e r g e n c y  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  

a t t e n d s  E p ip h a n y  L u t h e r a n

C h u r c h .  S h e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  

a t  b y f a i t h w e b e l i e v e @ g m a i l .

c o m .
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hooked.
“ligh t flooded my con­

sciousness ” she said. “It 
was just what I needed.”

.Sheffield later became a 
Christian Science prac­
titioner — someone who 
has gone through a two- 
week training, performed 
three healings (verified by 
the patient) and agrees to 
work full time as a practi­
tioner.

Judy Clark, a member 
of the church for 30 years, 
said her first healing 
helped her stop smoking. 
At the time, she was 21” 
years old and smoking up 
to two packs a day. She 
had tried to quit before, 
but had been unsuccess­
ful. She decided to give 
Christian Science a try.

A Christian Science 
practitioner came over to 
her house and talked with 
her. Clark can’t remember 
the details of what they 
discussed that day, but she 
remembers his advice: Say 
the Lord’s Prayer, not by 
rote, but with real inten­
tion.

Clark said the prayer 
driving to work, on a 
break, any chance she 
had. By the end of the 
week, when she was clean­
ing house and found a 
pack a cigarettes, she real­
ized she hadn’t  smoked in 
a week. Quitting had been

effortless.
“That gave m e encour­

agement,” Clark said. 
“T his really works. I can
do this.”*

Today Clark doesn’t  get 
routine physical exam s or 
tests unless required by 
insurance. She said she 
used Christian Science for 
the occasional illnesses of 
her three children.

“I  could count on one 
hand anything that was 
really serious,” she said. 
Things were handled 
quickly.”

Pat Pieratte, who has 
been a Christian Scien­
tist all her life, said when 
she gets sick or has an 
accident such as burning 
herself on the stove, she 
begins declaring that she 
is a creation 6f God, and 
that as God’s creation she 
is spiritual, not m aterial. 
She reflects on a quality 
of God such as spirit, soul, 
life, truth or love that best 
fits her situation. She said 
a healing occurs right 
then or in a few days. She 
recently had a crown put 
on her tooth without the 
use of novocaine.

T h e  wonderful thing  
about Christian Science is 
that when you get healed  
it’s not only a physical 
thing, you advance spiri­
tually,” she said. “If you go 
to a  doctor, only your body 
may get healed”

(Harold Koenig, co­
director of the Center for 
Spirituality, Theology and 
Health at Duke Univer­
sity, wrote in  an e-mail 
that he wasn’t aware of

any “scientific study or 
objective docum entation of 
Christian Science heal­
ings.”)

A s a  resu lt o f Chris­
tian  Scientists’ reliance 
on pigyer, m any people 
assum e Christian Scien­
tists are not allowed to  
go to doctors. N ot true, 
Sheffield said. Church 
members are free to go to  
a  doctor anytime without 
risk of condemnation or 
expulsion. It’s an indi­
vidual decision. Clark, 
for instance, complied 
with the vaccinations and 
physical exams the law 
required for her children 
to attend school.

The public also often 
confuses Christian Science 
with Scientology. The First 
Church of Christ, Scientist 
is a Christian church that 
uses the Bible and Eddy’s 
writings as its foundation­
al literature.

Scientology was founded 
in the 1950s by L. Ron 
Hubbard. It incorporates 
ideas from many reli­
gions and postulates that 
humans are immortal, 
that their experiences 
extend beyond a single 
lifetime, and that their 
capabilities are unlimited, 
according to Scientology’s 
official Web site. One of 
Scientology’s most famous 
followers is actor Tom 
Cruise.

A similarity between the 
two religions is that they 
offer spiritual solutions to 
physical problems.

The First Church of

have a  creed, a  doctrine or 
a clergy. To be a  church, as 
opposed to a  society, one 
o f tiie  mem bers m ust be a  
practitioner.

Two other positions at 
the church include the 
First and Second Readers, 
who speak a t Sunday ser­
vices. The serm on consists 
o f one Reader reading 
from th e Bible, and the 
Second Reader reading 
from Eddy’s  writings.

On W ednesday night, 
there’s another reading, 
and a chance for people 
to give testim onies about 
their healings, which deal 
with problems in  any 
area of life —  physical, 
emotional or financial. It’s 
often a time when mem­
bers pray for healing the 
sins of the larger society.

Six days a week the 
Christian Science read­
ing room, which recently 
moved from the North- 
wood Mall to a small 
building next to the 
church on Adams Street, 
is open to the public. The 
room contains the writ­
ings of Eddy that date 
back to the 1800s and 
church periodicals and 
newspapers up to the 
present.

Sheffield said overall the 
services, and the healings, 
are really very simple.

“God is right there, talk­
ing to us,” she said. “He is 
trying to make us aware 
that he is here.”
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Christ, Scientist doesn’t

When the flo o d  tides o f  human adversity, selfishness, cruelty, hate, 
malice, and jealousy beat about the mortal soul, you may rest in the 

assurance that there is one inner bastion, the citadel o f  the spirit, which is
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Harris is performing in  
concert at 7 p.m. today. He 
is  winner of both Grammy 
and Dove awards and has 
participated in B illy Gra­
ham  crusades during his 
30-year m usical career. He 
w ill perform a t the church, 
6115 M ahan Drive. Tick­
ets are $15. Call 877-7315, 
for tickets or more infor­
m ation.

others.
County Com m issioner 

B ill Proctor w ill deliver 
th e serm on a t th e  7 a.m . 
Sunday service. The 
Eev. H olm es delivers the  
m essage at th e 11 a.m . 
service. The 100 Voice 
M ale Choir w ill perform  
a t th e early service, th e  
100 Voice Women’s  Choir 
a t th e later one.

T he Rev. C. D ennis 
Edwards, pastor o f St. 
John M issionary B ap tist 
Church in  L ittle Rock, 
Ark., is  th e keynote 
speaker for a  C ity-w ide 
Prayer and P raise Ser­
v ice a t 7 p.m . W ednesday.

Oct. 26  is  Homecom ing 
and Social Justice Sun­
day a t th e church. Mem­
bers w ill in vite friends to

w orship service and then  
participate in  a w alk to  
th e courthouse.

A  “R etiree and M inistry 
R ecognition Luncheon” is  
scheduled for noon Oct. 
28.

A ttend any or a ll o f the  
activ ities. B ethel M is­
sionary B ap tist Church is 
a t 224 N . M artin Luther 
K ing Blvd.

tm s, says tne Kev. Kich- 
ard Cizik, vice president 
o f the N ational Associa­
tion  o f Evangelicals, who 
has led h is group into 
environm ental activism . 
. Environm entalism  
faces hurdles am ong 
evangelicals, he says, 
citing suspicions that 
it’s “liberal-leftist” or 
“w itchy-pagan,” or that 
it  leans to governm ent

er, who teaches on 
social m ovem ents in  the  
U niversity o f Toronto’s 
Centre for Environm ent.

“We w anted to address 
the tension  betw een bib­
lica lly  based C hristians 
and environm entally 
based C hristians, and to  
show  th e corresponding 
view s o f other fa ith  and 
hum anist traditions,” 
Scharper says.

Our team has spirit

J o y

D u p e r a u l t

Faith

On
w eekends 
I w ork in  a  
store th a t  
se lls  fab­
ric, includ­
in g  th e  
“licen sed ”
prin ts 
from

u n iv ersities and sports 
team s. Sports fan s lik e  
to  u se  th ese  to  m ake 
fleece throw s, q u ilts 
and other item s th a t 
display th e ir  team  
spirit.

People buy these 
fabrics and ribbons 
to decorate th e ir , 
homes, surrounding 
themselves with team  
colors, memorabilia - 
and other things so 
tha t their g u ests have 
no doubt about w here 
th eir support lies.
A t m y “day job,” m y . 
director keeps a bright 
blue and orange throw  
draped over h is chair.

One w om an recently  
cam e to our store look­
in g  for th e green  and  
white colors of Michi­
gan State — she was 
very disappointed not 
to find a print with the 
Trojan helmet on it.

In addition to the 
visuals, fans (short for 
fanatics) often fully 
live the lifestyle by 
immersing themselves 
in a complete knowl­
edge of their favorite 
team. Some folks spout 
off most of th e p layers’ 
names, b est and w orst 
plays, even team  figh t 
songs com plete w ith  
m otions.

W hat’s your favorite  
team ? W hat colors do 
you w ear w hen  you’re 
ready to enjoy a  gam e?

A s people o f God 
w e can surround  
ourselves w ith  our 
favorite team ’s “stu ff,” 
too. C rosses adorn th e  
w alls o f our hom e, post­
ers w ith  Scripture and 
pictures o f our favorite  
players (Father, Son  
and H oly Spirit) hang  
in  the h a lls and bed­
room .

A nd the colors of 
the T riune Team  often  
hang across th e sky: 
“W henever th e rain ­
bow appears in  th e  
clouds, I will see it  and 
rem em ber th e  ev erla st­
in g  covenant betw een  
[m yself) and a ll liv in g  
creatures o f every kind  
on th e earth ,” said  God. 
(Genesis 9:16)

Go Rainbow! Do you 
know the stats of this 
team? Read all about 
’em in the.playbook 
— the stories of the 
witnesses to God’s 
miraculous work

throughout tim e.
Can you nam e th ese  

p layers on a  first- 
nam e basis?  T here are 
m any nam es for every  
m em ber o f th e T rin ity  
—  A lm ighty Father, 
Savior, Com forter, for 
starters (not to m en­
tio n  a ll th e  an gels th a t 
play back-up!)

D id you know  th at 
God com m ands us to  
cheer? “R ejoice in  the  
Lord alw ays. I w ill say  
it  again: R ejoice!” (Phi- 
lip p ian s 4:4) T he word  
“rejoice” in  H ebrew  
can m ean “to m ake 
m erry, to  jum p for joy, 
to congratu late.” T hat 
certa in ly  describes 
som e o f th e activ ­
ity  I’v e  w itn essed  a t a 
local football gam e.

L et us cheer each  
tim e our m ighty team  
scores a  victory! H eal­
ing, reconciliation , 
broken h earts m ended, 
lo st th in g s found, res­
toration  —  a ll o f th ese  
w inn ing m oves bring  
about great joy  in  the  
heavens. How can we 
do less than dance and 
sing about them?

Enjoy the season, my 
friends, and don’t  for­
get to include a cheer 
or two for the mighti­
est team of all.

■  Joy Duperault works in 
emergency management and 

attends Epiphany Lutheran 
Church. She can be reached 

at byfaith webelieve@gmail.
com.
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; healing  
np smoking.

hooked.
“Light flooded m y con­

sciousness,” she said. “It 
w as ju st what I needed.”

Sheffield later became a 
Christian Science prac­
titioner —  som eone who 
has gone through a  two- 
w eek training, performed 
three healings (verified by 
the patient) and agrees to  
work full tim e as a  practi­
tioner.

Judy Clark, a  member 
o f tiie  church for 30 years, 
said her first! 
helped her stop;
A t th e tim e, she was 21* 
years old and sm oking up 
to tw o packs a  day. She 
had tried to quit before, 
but had been unsuccess­
ful. She derided to give 
Christian Science a  try.

A  Christian Science 
practitioner came over to 
her house and talked w ith  
her. Clark can’t  remember 
the details o f w hat they  
discussed that day, but she  
remembers his advice: Say  
the Lord’s Prayer, not by ' 
rote, but w ith real inten­
tion.

Clark said the prayer 
driving to work, on a 
break, any chance she 
had. By the end of the 
week, w hen she was clean­
ing house and found a 
pack a  cigarettes, she real­
ized sh e hadn’t  smoked in 
a w eek. Q uitting had been

tFAITH
Join us each week as we seek 
la Follow \

Traditional Worship 8:15 a m  & .11:00 sun. 
Contemporary Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 10 a.m.
(Nurftty Provided)

On Ike comer o f Jobs Knox £  Meridian Rood

3 8 5 .6 1 5 1  • WHTsiaithpcusa.org

L a f a y e t t e  P r e s b y t e r i a n
Presbyterian C hurch (USA)

Dr. John VP. Lown, Pastor

Prayer Service.---------- 9:30 a,m.
Sunday School_______.9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship.......... 11:00 a.tn.

4220 Mahan Drive
1.3 Miles,East of Capital Circle NE 

877.4428 • www.l-p-c.net 
)pchurch@earthlink.net 

"Wif welcome yon to walk with us in faith!"

F e llo w s h ip
P resbyte rian  USA
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89 3-0 617
Contemporary Service 9:00-9:45 a.r
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Traditional Service.. 11:00-12:00 p.r 
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effortless.
“That gave m e encour­

agem ent,” Clark said. 
“This really works. I can 
do this.*”

Today Clark doesn’t get 
routine physical exam s or 
tests un less required by 
insurance. She said she 
used Christian Science for 
the occasional illnesses of 
her three children.

“I could count on one 
hand anything that was 
really serious,” she said. 
‘T hings were handled 
quickly.”

Pat Pieratte, who has 
been a  Christian Scien­
tist a ll her life, said when 
she gets sick or has an 
accident such as burning 
herself on the stove, she 
begins declaring that she 
is a  creation of God, and 
that as God’s creation she 
is spiritual, not material. 
She reflects on a  quality 
of God such as spirit, soul, 
life, truth or love that best 
fits her situation. She said  
a healing occurs right 
then or in  a  few  days. She 
recently had a crown put 
on her tooth without the 
use of novocaine.

“The wonderful thing 
about Christian Science is 
that w hen you get healed  
it’s  not only a physical 
thing, you advance spiri­
tually” she said. “I f  you go 
to a  doctor, only your body 
m ay get healed”

(Harold Koenig, co­
director o f the Center for 
Spirituality, Theology and 
H ealth at Duke Univer­
sity, wrote in an e-m ail 
that he wasn’t  aware of

any “scientific study or 
objective docum entation of 
Christian Science heal­
ings.”)

A s a result o f Chris­
tian Scientists’ reliance 
on player, m any people 
assum e C hristian Scien­
tists are not allowed to 
go to doctors. N ot true, 
Sheffield said. Church 
members are free to go to  
a doctor anytim e w ithout 
risk o f condem nation or 
expulsion. Itfs an indi­
vidual decision. Clark, 
for instance, complied 
w ith the vaccinations and 
physical exam s the law  
required for her children 
to attend school.

The public also often 
confuses Christian Science 
with Scientology. The First 
Church of Christ, Scientist 
is a  Christian church that 
uses the Bible and Eddy’s 
writings as its  foundation­
al literature.

Scientology w as founded 
in  the 1950s by L. Ron 
Hubbard. It incorporates 
ideas from m any reli­
gions and postulates that 
hum ans are imm ortal, 
th at their experiences 
extend beyond a  single 
lifetim e, and th at then- 
capabilities are unlim ited, 
according to Scientology’s 
official Web site. One of 
Scientology’s  m ost famous 
followers is  actor Tom 
Cruise.

A  sim ilarity betw een the 
two religions is  that they  
offer spiritual solutions to 
physical problems.

The First Church of 
Christ, Scientist doesn’t

When tkc flo o d  tides o f  huttum adversity, selfishness, cruelty, hate, 
malice, and jealousy beat about the m ortal sou l you m ay rest in the 

assurance that there is  one im er bastion, the citadel o f  the sp irit, which is 
absolutely unassailable; a t least this is true o f  every human being who has 

dedicated the keeping o f  his sou l to  the indwelling sp irit o f  the eternal God.
The Urantia Book, Page 10%
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A b o u t 50  crafters on  b an d  selling handcra fted  originals: 

W oodcrafts, Holiday, Needlecrafts, Toys, Paintings,

G ift  Baskets, Glasswork, C rochet, Jew elry &  M o re . 

Lunch items available.
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have a  creed, a  doctrine or 
a clergy. Tb be a  church, as 
opposed to a  society, one 
o f the mem bers m ust be a  
practitioner.

Two other positions at 
the church include the 
First and Second Readers, 
who speak a t Sunday ser­
vices. The serm on consists 
of one Reader reading 
from the Bible, and the 
Second Reader reading 
from Eddy’s  writings.

On W ednesday night, 
there’s  another reading, 
and a  chance for people 
to give testim onies about 
their healings, w hich deal 
w ith problems in  any 
area o f life — physical, 
em otional or financial. IPs 
often a tim e w hen mem­
bers pray for healing the 
sin s o f the larger society.

S ix days a week the - 
Christian Science read­
ing room, which recently 
moved from the North- 
wood M all to a  sm all 
building next to the 
church on Adams Street, 
is open to the public. The 
room contains the writ­
ings o f Eddy that date 
back to the 1800s and 
church periodicals and 
newspapers up to the 
present.

Sheffield said  overall the 
services, and the healings, 
are really very sim ple.

“God is  right there, talk- 
m g to us,” she said. “H e is  
trying to m ake u s aware 
that he is  here.”
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