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INot Just a

By Andrea Millican

- “My family lets me be a person and not
just a mommy,” said Carolyn Murray,
Fnglish instructor. Mrs. Murray finished

iting a mystery novel this summer that
she hopes to have published soon.

The book, “I'll Never Tell,” is a

arrative who-dun-it set in El Paso. The
plot revolves around an over-protective
mother who destroys her children.

“] used to live in EI Paso, and
everything there fascinated me,"” said
Mrs. Murray. “That’s why I chose the
setting. The style [ patterned after things
I've read and added what I liked. The plot
came from various places: an interesting
person I'd met, an event that really
happened-little bits and pieces [ gathered
from daily living."

So, after seven months of tying loose
ends, rewriting characterizations to make
them more vivid and painting El Paso
scenes for her future readers, Mrs.
Murray is now waiting to hear from her
agent.

“I wrote the book to entertain other
people first of all and, of course, to make
money. Too, writing is my entertainment.
I don't watch television, and I'd much

rather write than do other things. Of .

course I like to ride my bicycle and goto a
movie now and then with my husband.”

Mrs. Murray said her famlily’s con-
sideration for her as an individual is an

The Highland Herald

-A Look at Local Novelists-

Mommy’

important factor in her writing success.
Everyone is responsible for certain
chores. For example, members t ake turns
cooking supper nights.

Her children Dianna, 12, and David, 7,
help censor calls and screen visitors when
Mrs. Murray retreats to her writing room.

“Ray (her husband) built a special
writing room for me. It's very tiny and I
love it. It's about the size of a large closet
or a small bathroom.” = =

Utilizing every inch of space, Mrs.
Murray filled one wall with bookshelves,
one with a buili-in writing desk, and one
with a small couch. A window takes the
fourth wall and the wall above the couch
holds a pegboard with hooks where she
organizes and hangs her chapters as she
writes.

“Ihad always wanted to write and never
had the chance. I'm thinking of writing one
novel a year,' said Mrs. Murray.

Mrs. Murray graduated from the
University of Texas with a master’s
degree in creative writing. She will publish
her new novel under her maiden name,
Carolyn Evans,

Her schedule during the fall semester
does not allow Mrs. Murray the leisurc she
enjoyed this summer, but she said *'I like
teaching, but I like to spend time on other
things I enjoy--like writing."
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CAROLYN MURRAY, English instructor, wrote who-dun-it.
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MOZELLE FOOTE, sophomore, has finished third book.

'In Love with People’

By Mary Ann Case

‘‘Interlude In Sisterville,” a book
written by Mozelle Foote, sophomore, will
be published by G.P. Putnam's Sons of
New York in March,

Mrs. Foote is not only a professional
authoress but a wife and mother of four
adopted children. She also works 12 hours
a week with the Adult Probation Depart-
ment and donates two nights a week to the
Opporlunity Center, a halfway house for
adull probationers,

A psychology major, Mrs. [ooto
believes this educational training will help
her greatly in her career.

Speaking softly from her favorite rocker
during the interviow, Mrs. Foote sald, “1
don’t helieve you can write creative fiction
unless you are in love with people and you
are having a grand glorious love affair
with people. For all their frailties, thelr
ugliness and pettineas, there s atill
something great and grand about poople.”

Mrs. Foole, whose pen namne 4 Darby
I'oote, began writing at the age of nine.
Her first croative work was a Christmas
play. She continued to write during her
school yoars, including reporting on the
school nowspaper.,

1 was bookwormish. 1 was the type of
child that read everything I could got my
hands on, 1 still do. I read billboards and
labols on cans,'everylhing I can goel my

hands on," said Mrs. Foote. “I wanted to
be like Mark Twain, He was my idol. 1
didn't know he was dead. I found out hej
was dead when I was about 11 or 12 years
old and went into a deep grief."

“Then I didn't write for a while,"” Mrs,
Foote said, *I lived. | tasted life. I touched
it, felt it. I experionced it, and then one day
in my early thirties, I started to write.”

“My first attempl at a fiction novel fell
apart, The hero died. And after the hero
dies, well, the plot dies. It fell apart,” Mrs.
I'oote said.

The novel *‘Interlude in Sisterville,”
soon to be on the market, was her nexl
work, Mrs, Foote said it took her seven
months to writo the first draft. She then
polished and worked on it for two years,

After she finished the book, it 1nid on her
desk for nbout n year while sho pondered
what to do with it.

“*T have beon in a lonely world of my own
where I had Lo make my own judgment,”
snid Mrs. Foote. T didn’t have anybody to
rap with until 1 was fortunate to find Bill
Reese, my agent, who encouraged me,"

G. P. 'utnam’s Sond of New York bought
the publicaion rights to the novel nnd
plans 1o have it on the market In Mareh,

Mrs. Foote has finished the fivst draft o
her third book which will also bo pleked v
by Putham’s.

Historical Exhibition Reviews Texas Constitutions

An Hiuktratod oesny will be displayed in
the Student Centor on Friday, The show
was produced by the Inktituto of Toxan
Cultures in San Antonlo.

Tho oxhibit will bo ealled “Toxus and
Tor Constitutions.” Tt will review the
timos and mon who shaped the Con-
atitution,

Tho toxt was written by tho Intituto's
oxocutive director, . Honderaon Shulflor,
'Tho institute rouearch stall assembled the
it ratlons which wero taken from a wldo
varloty of sourcos at the Inatitute.

The now uxhibition will connint of 6
wnols, each threo feot wide hy soven {ool
wgh. Tho ulxo of the show mikos it onuy to
rond,

It hegine hy snying that even hefore
thero wan u constitution, Texans, who
were Moxicans cltlzens, lived under
Constitutlonal government,

Given in full detall, the oxhibit shows
how Texana ook control of their govern-
ment from Northern pooplo toward the end
of Roconstruction,

I¥xnct coplos of the alow have hoen, or
will ho, displayed In Austin, Collego
Siation, Washinglon-on-tho-Drakos,
Lihorty, Odoasa, Raymondville, Humble,
Honumont, Waco,
Wichita Falls, Athons and 11 Pasa,

Other historieal oxhibitions have heoen
ostoblished hy oarller ITC oxhibits as

n Angolo, Denton,.

"“Vaquero; Gonesls of tho Toxns Cowboy,"”
“The Toexns Rangers: Their st 1K

Yoars," and tho Sam Houston exhibit,
They have all boon on loan to citios,

Collision Kills

A colllsion betwoen a campus maint-
onance vehicle and a campus rat loft
Allison, wife of Hrothgur, dond at tho
sceno IPriday.

Witnossos knld 1 matl car oporating on
tho walkwny struck the youny wife hosido
the honoysuckle hushes near the Liboral
Arta Nullding. Vushand Hrothgar, also
witnoas to tho tragedy, rushed to her aide

unoral arrangoments are  not

nuuounw sinco tho hody has hoon lald Lo
\roat, A brief_momarial_sorvico_shortly

and, In a (it of grief, draggod the bady off,

( Hrothgar Grigves

Campus Pet

aftor tho acdidont rocnlled the dnys whe
the rat family first maved to MCC thl
summer after thoir home had heo
dostroyed hy construction.

Survivors aro husband Hrothgar, so
Qwalno, both of Honoysucklo Holghts, am
nunis Miss Kathi Kuehl, Mrs, Pat Pollard,
Missos Lorna Lykine, Jackie Jliggs, Jncqu
Pearson, Judy 8mith and Lindn Cockrun,
all of the Faculty Office PBullding.

Hiwironmeninliste and anfoty officlalw
aro consldoring orecting '*Rnt Cromsing”
ul!nu to provont future mishaps. _)







