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Carmen

Lyric Opera performance is successful

Leah C. Turner
Staft writer

The lights dim. The curtain rises. A hush runs through
the crowd. The steady-rythm march of the dragoons dies
down and the music takes on a more festive appeal. A free-
spirited gypsy woman and a cast of dancers in dazzling
costumes set the stage afflame, swirling in graceful aban-
don.

They captivate notonly the soldiers swarming around,but
also the onlookers in their seats. The audience stares trans-
fixed as Carmen’s second act unfolds.

The Lyric Opera’s {irst performance of the scason
screamed success.

“Carmen’s brilliant melodies, sultry flamenco dancing,
colorful sets. and gorgeous costumes make it a marvelous
sclection for opera afficionado’s and novices alike,” said
Richard Aslanian, artistic director.

The Lyric Opera’s success is ¢ven more impressive in
light of the opera’s very recent and humble beginnings.

Only a scant three years ago Maestro Richard Aslanian
and General Director Micheal Evans shaped their dream of
forming a professional opera company in Waco.

“The opera blossomed due to Aslanian, Evans, and a
small group of people who loved opera and were excited
withthe idea that this art form could be enjoyed here.” said
Daney.

“This opera i1s a big undertaking for a young opera
company. but Evans and Aslanian have certainly met the
challenge.” said Daney.

Carmen Kicked off the fledgling opera company’s sec-
ond scason with the support of the community including
MCC staff and students,

Freshman
James
Rodriguez
wis one of the
many students
seeking
Toucan Sam
on Monday,
October 11 for
cereal.
Toucan Sam,
Aramark Ind,
Marketing
Manager
Timothy West,
visited the
campus to
promote Froot
Loops and
other ecreals.
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Look to the Highland
Herald for updates on fall
theatre performances

A carpenter
helps convert
what is now
the CSC
building
COmMImMons area
into what will
become the
new library.
The new
library,
according o
plans, should
be finished by
the end of the
senmester.

Segregation

Continued from page 2

and theater was asked about so-
cial segregation. They said that
they have all types of friends and
that rather than excluding people,
they try to make as many friends
as possible.

"I don't think that we should
look at each other to see what
color we are,” band member
April Lopez said, "but rather fo-
cus on our personalities.”

They were asked how they felt
about that kind of openness.

"I'think that it is cool because
it gives us like a safe haven which

we can always depend on,” band
member Amanda Hubik said, "I
think people feel comfortable in
being able to approach us be-
cause we share common interests
and 1t gives them a sense of be-
longing."

“It doesn’t seem as bad as it

"

has in the past,” counselor
Patsy Jones said, “Once stu-
dents open themselves up to
new relationships, they will in-
clude people of other ethnic

background into their circle.”
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