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The Inter-Cultural Association
(ICA) at McLennan Community
College secks commonality while
celebrating differences, said Kim
Roppolo. ICA faculty advisor,

The group is trying to culturally
cducate people through different
events, Roppolo said.

The ICA displayed and gave out
information to inerease cultural
awareness about Diez y Seis de
Septicmbre (Sept. 16), Mexican
Independence Day, which marks the
beginning of the Mexican revolution
against Spanish rule.

*Most people think that Cinco de
Mayo is Mexican Independence
Nay. but that was just independcnce
from France. They don't realize
Mexico had many independence
days.” Roppolo said.

The library usually contributes to
the remembrance of Sept. 16, but
since the Library Director, Jane

Gamez-Vargas retired and the
librarians have been overworked
lately. less was done for the holiday,
Roppolo said.

But the ICA hopes to have much
larger events for Dia de los Muertos
{Day of the Dead), Native American
Heritage month in November, African
American Heritage month in
February, and an undetermined
event in the spring, Roppolo said.

For Dia de los Muertos the [CA
hopes to feature Aztee dancers,
vendors, and homemade candy,
traditional done for that day,
Roppolo said.

Last spring’s Hispanic Heritage
Festival, may be repeated Roppolo
said, but she wants it to be much
larger, just as she hopes to hold the
powow in a larger arca if there is a
repeat of last year’s,

She said a lot of people attended
the powwow last spring, but the
student eenter was packed.

Also she said the group wants to
do something the students will have
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aceess to, not an cvent held after
school hours.

“I want the student body to get
something out of it, not just the
¢lub,” Roppolo said.

Roppolo said that these events
inercase cultural awareness and
knowledge, which many people are
shutoff from.

“Real knowledge will empower
you to rcalize what the history of
this nation really is about, to realize
what we as a people have gone
through, and where we come from
and who we really are,” Roppolo
said.

“People, | think, are more curious
about all aspeets of who they are,
which | think is a good function of
the ICA,” Roppolo said.

“How do we know where we're
going if we don'tknow who we are.”™
Roppolo said.

Roppolo said that demographics
are shifting, and in about 20 years,
Waco's cthnic majority could be
Hispanic.
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Electlons see lack of candldates

Kelli Pope
Staff writer

The Student Government Associi-
ton is scheduling officer elections
Sept 2 and 25 inthe LTC,

Hlowever, none of the positions are
contested.

The SGA has been working on get-
ting more students to campaign, Anmi
Marie Miller, SGA personal relations
representative, said,

“We're having o hird time finding
peaple willing to work for the school,”
Miller said.

“Homay be o community college
thing,” Miller said.

Several positions remain open for
campaigning, including secretary,
parlimmentarian, and historian.

Holly Green is running for seere-
tary while Jeffery Humphrey is run-
ning for mnlmmcnhn ian, and Edward
Moreno is running for historian,

Holly Gireen was secretary last year
aswell,

Those running for ofTice have been
encouraged 1o go all out when it
comes to their compaigns, Cochiran
said.

SGA allows five lreshman and five
soplimore representatives,

Stephanie Veselka, Anna Rusu,
Hrittany Schutz, and Richie Ryan nre

running for freshman representative
positions.

Sophomores lelfery Humphrey,
Chiris Pate, Kimberly Kelly, and Laura
Hodger are running for representative,

President Chris Cochran, Vice
President Gary Grooms, and Miller
won their positions in Tast year's elee-
tions,

Although the eleetions ure not
contested, Miller said they will be held
regardless,

“lHearing o student give o speech
would be a first,” Miller snid.

“We don't usunlly give speeches,”
she said,
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“If we don’t do something to
change, then we’re going tomiss the
boat in terms of meeting the needs of
this community, and that’s what a
community college is suppose to
do,” Roppolo said.

The ICA began as the campus’
Native American organization, but
Roppolo realized there wasn’t a
Hispanic Association, and that’s
when it became ICA.

| said, ‘Hispanics are 75 pereent
genetically Indian. What are we not
doing working together,”” Roppolo
said.

“If students want things to
happen in terms of cultural diversity
in classes and cvents, students will
make it happen,” Roppolo said.

Roppolo will also be teaching a
Mexican-American  Literature
evening class in the spring.

She said she wants more people
from the community to attend, so she
chose an evening class and with a
student’s writing sample, she can
waive the English 1301 and 1302
prerequisite.

Opinion

Sept.16 now cries for reflection

Margo Moreno
Editor in chief

Blood, sweat and tears traded for
independence from Spain is what
Dicz y Scis dec Secpticinbre
COIMIMEMOTtCS,

We celebrate it with food, beer
and lights.

The Sixteenth is a day people
should recad aloud “El Grito de
Dolores” (The Cry for Freedom) of
Fr. Migucl Hidalgo, but instead we
hire bands and make Mexican food,

Sixteenth of is important to our
culture as Texans, not just as
descendents of Mexicans.

But just as every commemorative
holiday we turn it into a party,

Yes, (reedom is something to
celebrate but do we really know
what they fought for?

Most people get this day
contused with Cinco de Mayo, That
war was fought 50 years later,
without official help from Texas.

Cinco de Mayo commemorales
freedom from France, and when that
war was  fought Texas  was
indlependent of Mexico and really
had little to do with that war,

When Mexico declared its
independence from Spain, Texus was
n Spanish-Mexican territory, and
both Texans and Tejanos fought at
Salndo Creek, Galveston and
Medina,
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El Grito should be read before
celebrating so we can remember what
we are celebrating,

We cclebrate this day to
recognize that our forcbears
believed in freedom; that they put
their life on the line for us,

I these men had not fought for
what they belicved in, who knows
wihtere we would be today?

It's also a day to remember our
culture and our roots s Texans not
just as Mexicans,

So, yes it is okay to hire the

mariachi band and sing *Viva
Mexico’ but remember that cry that
lead to freedom,

The Fourth of July is another day
we eat, drink and have a firework
show,

Why?

Should we not read aloud the

Declaration of Independence?

Most pecopic in this country
confuse that with our Bill of Rights,
which came later with something
called the Constitution.

On the Fourth, we make it a
weceklong celebration of cating and
drinking, but what about remembering
our struggle for freecdom,

The American  way  of
commemorating events is to party
until you can’t anymore, but

shouldn’t we remember why we can
do that, especially on anniversaries
of days when people gave their lives
for our right to have food, beer and
lights.

The views expressed in this
column are those of Margo Moreno,
Editorof the Highland Herald, They
do not necessarily represent the
views of MCC, its faculty, staff or
students.
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Magen Rigdon
Entertainment Editor

The Flaming Idiots, a popular
Central Texas juggling comedy
troupe, will present its final Waco
performance at the Hippodrome on
September 26™ at 8 p.m.

General admission-only tickets
are now on sale at the Hippodrome
Box Office, 724 Austin Ave., 725-
9797.

The ldiots are disbanding to
pursue their individual careers.

Members are approaching their
late 30s and their brand of physical
comedy requires conditioning
almost as demanding as professional
athletes, Jon O’Connor, 1diot troupe
member said.

The Flaming ldiots is a comedy
troupe that was bred locally about
20 years ago.

Jon O’Connor, Rob Williams and
Kevin Hunt make up the comedy
trio.

The Idiots met at Scarborough
Fair outside of Waxahachie when
they were just actors “walking
around as scenery,” O’Connor said.

They put a show together and
toured Renaissance Festivals during
that upcoming summer.

The troupe reasoned that it would
give them the chance to see part of
the country and to act, their main
interest,

“We thought it was a good way to
kill a summer,” O’Connor said.

The troupe tumed out to be a big
hit that summer.

The next summer they were
offered more work, until, after four
years, The Flaming ldiots troupe
membership was a full time job.

They never thought when they
began that they’d being doing it for
nearly 20 years, he said, but after their
initial success, they never thought
about anything else.

The 1diots have traveled all over
North America.

The troupe worked in New York,
New Jersey, the New England area
in general, Canada and 38 of the 50
states.

They worked in Waco frequently,
they said, including performances at
Baylor and the Hippodrome.

Their first television exposure was

The Flaming Idiots performing their famous juggling
act, Their Sept. 26 Hippodrome performance will be

their career finale in Waco.

Brand\ McCany
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Michael:: Martin'
performed at MCC’s Bosquc Rwer
Stage September 14th to a crowd of
about 300, |

He began the show wnh just
his guitar and sang two songs he'd
recently writlen,

in fora performance of his-1976 hlt
song, “Carolina in the Pines”, *

bass, n keyboardist who also played -
hammered dulcimer, a fiddle player -
who doubled:on mandelin, and
Murphey’s son onguitar. =

During the first set Murphey
performed his country ond cross-
over hits, including *What's l‘orever
For" (1972) and “Long Liuc of
Love"(1987). o

After the intermission, he pluycd
cowboy standards and tmil songs,
taking this opportunity-1o0. glve

Legendary cowboy smger, g
Murphcy, :

One by one, band mntes jolned

Instrumentation included drums,

Mlchael Martin Murphey performe nt the BRS

some L
backgroind on lhe tunes, and teach
moml lessons about trust and honor,
Throughout the evening the crowd
~begged for: “Wildfire"(1975), one

of the most-played ‘songs in radio

history. Murphey saved 1t till the end
of the evening and was rewarded with

a standing ovallon, R

Murphey is the best sclling singer
of cowboy songs in the world today,
and considered the founder of the
still populnr Austin music scene,

“It's good to see such a
professional clunllly show in Waco,"
snid Dick Gimble, Bosque River
Stage Artistic Dlrector,

Doom blasts onto Xbox, PC scene

John Plppln

is also known for the music on 1d's Quake.

‘It’s frustrating. It’s like we are this
secret little treasure hidden in the theater

world.’

in Waco at the Waterworks restaurant
and bar, now the Pump Station, in a
comedy competition.

The prize was a tripto Los Angeles
to audition for a show called Comic
Strip live.

They won, and have gone to
make many more TV appearances on
Sunday Comics, The Tonight Show
with Jay Leno, The Today Show,
Donnie and Marie Show, and many
local TV shows.

“It’s a battle to...communicate
what the show is. 1t's frustrating.
It’s like we are this secret little
treasure hidden in the theater world.”
O’Connor said.

Their comedy group is geared for
all generations, he said.

The troupe isn’t in favor of taking
volunteers and using them as “the
stooge,” making them feel ridiculous

on stage.

The Idiots like to take their
volunteers on stage and make them
heroes.

" “They leave going, ‘Wow, this is
really cool,”” O’Connor said. '

Kids usually from the ages 5 to
10 go home wanting to be a Flaming
Idiot, he said.

They sce the troupe having fun
with each other and they want to do
it too, O*Connor said.

“It’s harder,” he said. “Certainly
it's easy to make fun of people.
Opposed to making fun with people.”
O’Connor said.

The Flaming Idiots always have a
brief but heartfelt message at the end
of their show expressing that “it’s a
lot harder to bring joy into this world
than sorrow. Thank you for allowing
us to do our job today and bring a little
laughter to all of you.”

Hippodrome hits Ninety

Anniversary season features classic Broadway favorztes

Mark Cappalbo
Staffwriter .

Broadway’s oldest and most
popular musical entertainments
are making their way to Waco's
Hippodrome Theatre in celebration
of its 90™ Anniversary season,

This year’s line-up kicks off with
*“The Sound of Music” on Oct, 13 at
7:30 p.m.

It is the story of n postulate sent
10 be a governess for a retired naval
captain and his seven children,

Packed with such memorable
songs as *Do-re-me” and “Climb
Every Mountain,” this musical is a
perennial hit with audience members
of all ages.

“The Vienna Boys Choir™ will
perforim on Nov. 11.

Founded by Imperial Decree in
1498, the choir sang exclusively for
the Viennese court until its first tour
in 1932,

The choir performs a variety of.

secular and religious inusic
*Titanic, the Musical” will dock at
the theatre on Jan, 31 and relive the
tragedy of 1912,
Forget the Dbillion-dollar
blockbuster starring Lconardo

The Hippodrome is a well-known Waco locale.

DiCaprio, this musical follows
famous figures in history as well as
multiple love stories,

“Kiss Me Kate"” premicres on
Feb. 5.

1's a battle of the sexes that
follows the backstage antics of two
feuding romantic couples during
a production of “Taming of The
Shrew,”

This show is not suggested for
children,

The anniversary scason closes

with *1 Love You, You're Perfect,
Now Change” on April 12.

The show features four actors
who discover the ins and outs of
relationships, and what it takes to
maintain them,

For more information on ticket
prices and packages call the thenire
at 752.9797,

The Hippodrome theatre has been
a Waco enteriginment monument
since 1914 when it was built in the
heart of downtown as a vaudeville
and movie house,
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Stafl Writer 1d Sofiware is running the game on thelr brand new en- I ety iy oo T T T e
gine, built from the ground up to bonst sSmooth run times, 'Presentcd byM '-Gf?mheﬂtl'elfi\“.;“ bt e

Id Software's ever-controversial Doom series 18 blast-  luscious graphics, and photo-realistic physics. S b ‘.,w,-‘. ¢ ;‘;-‘f,‘ S T e T
ing its way onto the Xbox and PC in 2004 with fts third ~ While Activision's publication department is handling all Peerr ) SCenter Sy et
installment, the PC version’s relense, the Xbox release has been handed N ","u 7‘2'- RN ' o ' o

Doom 3 will feature nll of the classie weapons and
monsters alang with new additions,

The prospeet of online play is conlirmed for the PC, bt
detadls on an Xbox multiplayer mode are unavillable,

Much of the original game's development tenm, in- 10 Doom’s notoriously splatter-happy gaming,
cluding lead designer John Carmack, are back on the  Though Activision elaims o PC relense date of March
joby, which comes as o welcome surprise (o old-school 13, 2003, Id says that the game will be released “when
Doom veterans, it's done”

One notable addition 1o the team is Nine Inch Nail’s — There are currently no oflicial details on the Xbox port's
‘Trent Reznor, who s In ehnrge of the game's musie, and — relense dite, but we ean probably expect it by Moy,

over to European-bused developer Vicarlous Visions,
No oflicinl word has been given on s possible Electranic

Soltware Roting Board (ESRI3) rating, but it should he

abvious that gamers can expeet o Mature rating, thanks
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