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Spring drama itches with ‘A Flea in Her Ear’

By DARIN BROCK

The MCC Drama Depart-
ment’s first production of the
spring season will be a French
comedy, “A Flea in Her Ear,”
Feb. 25-28 in the Performing
Arts Center.

The play, written by Georges
Feydeau, is a “farce on fideli-
ty,” according to director John
Kelly. The play will be under
the direction of Kelly and the
technical direction will be done
by Dave Borron. Lorana Cook
will be the stage manager.
Cyndi Prater will be her assist-
ant.

Playing the female lead of
Yvonne Chandel will be Laura
Sulak, who also appeared in
MCC's “The Real Inspector
Hound"” and “Oliver!”

Waylon Wood will be playing
the male lead, a dual role, as
Victor-Emmanuel Chandel and

Poche. Wood was featured in
“The Glass Menagerie” and
also stage managed “QOliver!”

Vlad Bouma will play the
part of Camille Chandel.
Bouma played the dead body as
well as functioning as the stu-
dent director of “The Real In-
spector Hound.”

Jo Ann Oliver plays the part
of the maid Antoinette. She also
played Bet in “Oliver!” this
season.

Playing the role of the Chan-
del's valet Etienne will be Wes
Milam. Milam has done drama
in high school and has per-
formed in civic theaters.

Richard Martin, a Waco
High School student, will play
Fanache. lle has done several
school plays and has worked in

the civic theater.

Laura Yokus, playing the
role of Lucienne, has also ap-
peared in “The Real Inspector

Hound” and “The Glass Me-
nagerie.”

Lorne Thomas plays Romain
Tournel.

Lorne Thomas will play the
part of Tournel. Lorne did sev-
eral high school plays. He also
directed a play in El Paso at
one of the civic theaters.

Michael Reininger will play
the part of Don llomenides,
Reininger also had parts in
“The Glass Menagerie” and
“Oliver!”

Darin Brock, playing the
part of Ferrailon the hotel
owner, also appeared in “The

By REGINA MUNS

The Plaid Vests Speech
Club, MCC’s forensic team, is
preparing for five major events
this semester with perhaps the
biggest to be held on this cam-
pus next month.

MCC will serve as host for
the Phi Rho Pi Regional Quali-
fier Tournament Feb. 18-20,

More immediate will be the
TIFA Spring Championship
Feb. 57 in Tyler. The Forensic
Team also plans on traveling to
Houston for the TICSTA State
Meet on Feb. 11-13.

After the Regional Qualifier
Tournament, the team plans on
competing in the Gorilla Indi-
vidual Events Invitational on
March 4 and 5 in Pittsburgh,
Kan. Last of all, the Phi Rho Pi
Nationals take place in Min-
neapolis, Minn,, on April 3-9.

In the fall semester, the fo-
rensic team received many
awards. At the Lumberjack Fo-
rensic Tournament held in
November, 35 colleges and uni-
versities from nine states com-

Speech Club plans spring

peted in speaking, acting, inter-
pretative, and debating events.
Seven “superiors” and 17 “ex-
cellents” in preliminary compe-
tition rounds were captured by
eight MCC students.

MCC ranked number seven
out of 35 in overall tournament
standings for individuai event
competition held at Stephen F.
Austin University.

At the Paris Winterfest in
December, MCC students won
six trophy awards in after din-
ner speaking, readers theater,
prose, mixed genre, and group
improvisation. Plaid Vests
members also made the finals
in persuasive speaking, inform-
ative speaking, and extempo-
raneous speaking in that meet.

For three of the winners, this
was their first competition. In
all, they received two first
places, two second places, two
third places and three fourth
places.

This semester’'s team in-
cludes Shannon Doss, Bonnie
Iilllison, Shelia Jeckel, Cindy
Korenek, Tim Menchu, Karen
Phipps, Carla Truitt, Waylon
Wood and Scott Wright.

Men'‘s Basketball

By CLAY LASSETER

The following story s a
recap of non-conference games
played hy the Highlanders last
semester.

After pulling out a last
minute victory over the Alvin
Dolphins Dec. 4, the Nighland-
ers returned to the lighlands
to host Temple Junjor College
on Dec. 8.

Three days later the lligh-
landers traveled to Corsicana
to play in the Navarro Classlc,

Studio records
professional
quality music

The studio itself is o 24-
traek, annlog-digital facility. 1t
i% operated and maintained by
second-year  audio-tech  stu-
dents, Additionally, these stu-
dents are ruspnnsli’;lc for sched-
wing and overseeing recording
sessions,

Students  dnvolved  in the
audio-tech course are able to
receive hands-on training, Kon-
zelmin noted that sueh exper-
enee ean bo used as a resume
in the recording industry,

Stove Dady, the house engi-
neor ot Rivendale Rocorders in
Houston, and Jim Johnson, an
assistant ongineer In Washing.
ton, are both gradustos who
have benofittod from thelr ox-
poerience at MCC,

Rudit in 1088, the Porforming
Arts Cenler fueiity providos o
tradning sotting for the audio-
teeh mapjors at MCC while enne
Ming  student  musiching 1o

On Iriday the Highlanders had
another shot at the No.1-ranked
San Jacinto Ravens who had
heaten them carlier in the sea-
son, But the Ravens again
proved to be too much for the
llighlanders as the Ravens pre-
vailed 111-67.

The next day MCC met Blinn
in the second round of the clas-
sic. The Iighlanders lost 56-4.

The ighlanders took a 31-
day break hefore returning to
the court to start their confer-
ence schedule this semester,

record their compositions,
Comparable with many com-
mereinl  facllities, recordings
made ot the MCC tneilities are
of relonso quality, necarding o
Brian Konzelman, instruetor of

Real Inspector Hound” and
“Oliver!”
Amy DuBose will play

Eugnie. Dubose was featured
in “The Glass Menagerie” and
had a chorus part in “Oliver!”

Carma Walker plays the
part of Olympe. Walker was
featured in a play at Paul
Quinn College earlier this year.

Michael Bettinger, another
veteran from “The Real In-
spector Hound,” will play the
hotel’s resident sick person
Baptistin.

Steve Mazanec will play
Rughy. Mazanec served as
stage manager this year for
“The Real Inspector Hound.”

The play revolves around a
letter written by Yvonne and
her friend Lucienne. Yvonne
has the letter call for a secret
rendezvous with her husband at
a nearby hotel. She does not
sign her name because she
wants her husband to think its
from another lady. She sus-
pects that Victor is being un-
faithful.

However, Victor and his
friend Tournel think the letter
is for Tournel, so Tournel goes

to the hotel. This would not be

bad excepl for the fact that |

Tournel is secretly in love with
Yvonne. To add to the complex-
ity of the plot Lucienne’s hus-
band sees the letter and recog-
nizes her handwriting. This
sends him on a rampage trying
to kill everyone.

The play then moves on to
the nearby hotel, where every-

one in the story is having some }

kind of affair. There we get to
see a series of mistaken identi-
ties, near misses and Victor’s
exact twin Poche. No one is
able to tell them apart so it
adds to the laughter of the play.

Will the story ever get re- |

solved?

The set depicting a time in
the 1930s will be one of the
most elaborate and intricate
stage settings MCC has had for
a straight, non-musical play,
according to Kelly.

“The whole stage will be uti-
lized in the production,” Kelly
added. Actors will come all the
way out to the end of the stage,

with some of the set of the first |

and third act dropping into the
orchestra pit. A revolving bed
and a fountain will be some of
the more unique parts of the
hotel scenes.
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Photo by Ken Crawford

TIMBER! Frank Brennan steps back after a hearty push as Bob Parks
warns onlookers.

Variety expanding in music programs

By PATRICK KING

MCC’s music programs of-
fers opportunities for students
who want to enrich their musi-
cal skills.

Classes offered at MCC in-
clude performing groups, such
as chorale, stage band, concert
band country and rock bands,
small ensembles (including
brass, percussion, vocal and
woodwind. Other courses in-
clude class voice, piano and

strings, music appreciation and
basic music.

Haskett said that when he
first came to MCC in 1967, he
was the second person to be
added “and they envisioned to
have eventually a full time
music faculty of three.”

MCC has the equivalent “of
about 20 full time faculty,” ac-
cording to Haskett. Nine people
are teaching part time this
semester, he added

Highlander basketball

(continued from page 4)

missed on several scoring op-
portunities.

The Highlanders led 27-26
with 51 seconds in the half, but
the Wranglers answered with a
three-point basket with 24 sec-
onds left. MCC had the chance
to tie the game with three sec-
onds before half time, but
Freddie Williams missed the
free throw.,

Both teams struggled for
control throughout the second
half with several lead changes,

The llighlanders controlled
the tempo midway through the
second half with strong outside
shooting by Lawrence I'razier
and Carl lLove. With [ive
minutes remaining in the game
MCC appeared to hold a com-
manding 74-65 lead,

Ciseo took advantage of the
three-point line to bring the
Wranglers hack, but their late
rally fell short,

“I wish they had no three-
point line,” MCC Coach Ken
DeWeese sald, “I°ans like it, but
it can he a coacl’s nightmare.”

“We o should have lost by
two,” he added. “That kid from
Cisco hit a three-pointer from
five or six feet off the three-

audio technology. 'This moeany
such materind fs sultable for
stbmission 1o varlous record
lnhels or even for indepondent
relense,

MO recording stindio 1S

point line. It should have been
worth five points.”

MCC had three players
score from the three-point
range. Frazier and Love each
had three baskets from the
three-point line, while Henry
Golightly had one.

The Highlanders' leading
scorers for the game were Fra-
zier with 17 points, Love 1}, and
Golightly with 12 plus an addi-
tional 11 assists.

Turner’s last second shot im-

proved MCC to 12-7 overall and
2-0 in conference following a
treacherous
schedule.

non-conference

MCC's non-conference oppo-
nents included defending na-
tional champion and nationally
top-ranked San Jacinto. Also in-
cluded in the Ilighlanders’
carly season were games with
talent-laden L.on Morris,

DeWeese mentioned that the
Highlanders had a different in-
tensity level since playing in
the tournament in San Jacinto,

“These puys can do it. We
need more coneentration and
intensity, " he added,

Phaia by Roas Polley
BRIAN KNOZELMAN demonsirates state-of-the-art equipment In the MCC recording area.

ane of the most-used and over-

lnoked  facilitlon on  campus,
nnd in Hs three-year existenco
has alroady started paying divi-
dorels  for the students who
spend hours working there,

In addition to the classes,
voice students have the oppor-
tunity to attend the National
Association of Teachers of
Singing contest, held during the
fall semester.

“With all the turmoil in the
public schools in the last 10 to
12 years, and now with (House
Bill) 72..that’s going to be felt
here. I think we’ll have a dip
right now in the transfer stu-
dent as a result of all that tur-
moil,” Haskett said.

Special

A series of courses designed
to help people cope with di-
vorce, single parenting, or
death of a spouse are being
held this semester with the
next course scheduled Feb. 9.

The courses are open to stu-
dents as well as other members
of the community. Persons en-
rolling in the classes will not be
charged a fee.

The series is mostly directed
toward women who must enter
the work force for the first
time or return to it after a long
abscence. Many of these
women gave up working during
their marriages to hecome
homemakers,

L.eft with the problem of sup-
porting themselves and possi-
bly children, they are often re-
ferred to as displaced home-
makers.

According to MCC counselor
Marylea llenderson there are
p78.355 diplaced homemakers
statewide. Two in five live
helow the poverty level, One in
five lives helow what the De-
partment of Labor considers

Haskett does not look for en-
rollment in music programs to
go down, but at the same time
does not look for enrollment to
g0 up.

“Commercial music is pick-
ing up some, so I would say
that later on there maybe a dip
in commercial and there
maybe a surge in the transfer.
Who knows?” he said, but also
added “We will be able to at
least hold our own.”

courses

adequate.

Some women may not neces-
sarily be displaced homemak-
ers but are having to work
again for economical reasons.

“As a rule women are not
generally assertive,” llender-
son said. “Our classes teach
them to ask for what they
need.”

Volunteer instructors from
the Counseling and Student Ser-
vices Committee will teach the
courses.

The series is entitled “Devel-
oping Your Potential”. The title
is derived from what tlender-
son says would he their motto If
they had one.

The next course will be
“Fverything You liver Wanted
To Know About College But
Were Afraid To Ask”. 1t will be
held Ieb. 9 from noon-1:30 p.m.
and again at 7-8:30 p.m,

Other class titles  Include
“Job Sceking Skills,” “Becom-
Ing Assertive,” “Single Parent
Parenting,” and  “Growlng
Through Divorce.” All classes
are offered at more than one
time,

Commercial music
program expanding

By BRUCE CUMMINGS

Over the past clght years
MCC's Commerclal Musice De-
partinent has more  than tri-
pled.

The program was started in
1080 with loss than 30 students,
and its enrollment is now well
ovor 1. Although the pragram
arlginatly offered only two de-
groos, three areas of stidy are
now open 1o students -- per-
formance,  songwriting — and
compasition, and auwdio tech:

nology.

Aﬂhuugh many  typos  of
music are studied, rock and
country orientod stylos are pre-
forred by maost of tho students.

Dospite  tho  dopartmoent’s
emphusis on the performance
olomont in musle, program di-
rector Dave Ribhard sakl thit
other careers in musie  are
avillahlo,

“I'horo 18 nothing to prevemt

't

business and law majors from
hecoming Involved in the music
industry,” llibbard said. Such
individuals are needed in man-
agement and legal areas of the
industry, he said.

“There is a desperate need
for women in the lognl and
managoement arens,” Hihbard
added. Students interosted in
pursuing such a careor In these
nrens can contact Hihbard for
furthor information,

Several formor MOCC  stu-
domts have made use of thelr
training from the Commorcinl
Music Department.:

o I'hil McNeose I8 currently
the co-lender of Clockwork, o
wrominent Jazz group in the
llns-Fort Worth area,

o Warren Connors is to ap-
ponr in Whitney Houston's first
movie as hoth o performer and
netor,

® Rich Vasquez 18 now
workdng o8 & musicinn in Lo
Vo, ‘



