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“The play is a difficult play,
as far as plot,” concedes di-
rector Jim Rambo, "but we are
trying to make it as accessible
to audiences as possible.”

The aversion some in the
young audience might have to
Shakespeare’s Elizabethan En-
glish dialogue did not dissuade
Rambo, he said.

“Obviously, [the dialogue] is
a hurdle for anybody. What we
have attempted to do with the
actors, is that they are working
on strong actor choices. By
looking at the actors’ responses,
the audience may not under-
stand every word, but they
should be able to understand
the action.”

The MCC theatre
department’s web page, acces-
sible from MCC’s main site
(http://ww.mcc.cc.tx.us), will
also help to bridge the centu-
ries. There you can link touse-
ful information such as story
synopsis, character informa-
tion, and even genealogies of
Richard and his ilk.

Richard Il runs October 7-
9 at 7:00 PM nightly. Tickets
will be available beginning
Wednesday, September 29 at
the theater box office or by
phone at (254) 299-8200. Box
office hours are [-5 PM, Mon-
day- Friday.
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unrequited affection

Michael Simpso;w, 'Richary 'III', demonstrates his
for Melissa Hurta, young Princess Elizabeth
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Amphitheater
plan promises
bright future

Leah C. Turner
Staff writer '

Tired of being locked up in
the classroom?

The Amphitheater Project
promises to let students out of
the classroom and into the
bright sunshine.

Literally.

While students have always
beenableto view performances
indoors, the proposed amphi-
theater will allow students to
widen their freckles in the pro-
cess.

“The facility will be used for
concerts of visiting artists, com-
mercial music students and lim-
ited theater production,” said
Danny Uptmore, Executive Di-
rector of MCC Foundation.

Native stone benches on the
bank of the Bosque currently
provide limited seating capac-
ity and a small presentation
area.

The Amphitheater Project
plans will expand the seating
capacity from 250 to 500 and
extend the stage area for larger
presentations.

“The amphitheater expan-
sion will accommodate perfor-
mances of existing programs
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and offer creative venues for
new programs,” Uptmore said.

Otherimprovements, includ-
ing adding a concession and
restrooms and providing light-
ing and sound systems will help
to widen the Central Texas au-
dience.

“Qur goal is to have several
different performances present-
ing diverse types of music rep-
resentative of our cultures in
McLennan County,” Uptmore
said.

“By providing a new
concert\performance stage,
commercial music students and
faculty will be able to gain per-
formance experience in an out-
door facility,” Uptmore said.

However, both music and
non-music majors will be of-
fered an expanded concert se-
ries with guest artists.

The Foundation hopes stu-
dents will flock to the upgraded
amphitheater to see concerts,
plays, and their names carved in
stone, Uptmore satd.

To help fund the $130,000
the programstill lacks, individu-
als can purchase a personalized
paving brick for $100 or a seat
for $500.
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