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cntertainment

A review

Alabama

ored lights danced around the SRR

By JANNA HATFIELD

_ As the coliseum filled, ten-
sion built, '
Bill Medley opened the show,
but sang only 30 minutes.

Then, what some 9,000-plus
people paid $15.50 to see, hap-
pened. Alabama materialized
from no where. They blasted
the crowd with “Can’t Keep a
Good Man Down” and didn't Jet
up until 34 songs later and “My
Home's in Alabama.”

The crowd was receptive, to
say the least. No one sat down
for at least half an hour later
and a slow aong was played.

The light show was no less
entertaining. A Dixie flag was
lit up at different intervals
throughout the concert. Col-

entertainers as the
changed.
The band got the crowd back

on it's feet with “If You're -

Gonna Play in Texas, You
Gotta Have a Fiddle in the
Band.” Thirty-four songs later,
the crowd was still on it’s feet,

Alabama kept the crowd's k

attention easily. People were
all straining to get a good look
at the award winning band;
standing on chairs, siting on
shoulders, climbing on the rails.
Although they are a country
music band, everyone enjoyed
their combination,

The worst part of the whole
concert was getting out of the
parking lot.

lead [N

Country music definatly has e

a place in Waco.

ALABAMA LEAD SINGER Randy Owen belts out the group's
number one single “There’'s No Way,” when Alabama appeared -

DRUMMER MIKE HERNDON, who joined Atabama in 1981, keeps
at the HOT Collseum on Saturday. (Photo by Lynda Yezz2l)

the beat for the tor the group. They will be back In Alabama in
June for the Alabama June Jam charity show. (Photo by Lynda
Yezzi) .

Highland Games

A classic comic opera

‘Figaro’ opens here Friday

By MARK LUCAS

The MCC opera depart-
ment’s presentation of “The
Marriage of Figaro” is sched-
uled to open on March 28.

“Figaro” is an “opera buffe”
or comic opera written by
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
The opera’s plot revolves
around Susanna, who is Figa-
ro's bride to be, and the Count’s
advances on her. Figaro is a
light-hearted comedy in which
the lower classes get the better
of the aristocracy.

The leading roles of Figaro
and Susanna will be played by

Paul Brown and Belinda White-
head.

The roles of the Count and
Countess will be played by
David Thomas and Stephanic
Goodall.

Some of the other supporting
roles will be played by two peo-
ple for different performances.
The role of Cherubino will be
played by Lauri Loffert for the
Thursday and Saturday night
performances and by Lisa
Lamb on Friday night and Sun-
day afternoon.

Other roles include Donald
Robertson as Bartolo, Michael
Sorely as Basilino, and Luis Na-

varro as Cruzio. Marcellina will
be played by Odelia Stern on
Thursday and Saturday and by
Becky Kirk on Friday and Sun-
day. Antonio will be played by
Rudy Rios on Thursday and
Saturday and by MCC instruc-
tor Robert Page on Friday and
Sunday.

The role of Barbarino will be
played by Gina Marek.

Music for the opera will be
provided by Gail Geary on the
piano and Doris Scott on the
harpsicord.

The costumes are being de-
signed by director Lise Uhl and
James Henderson, The set will

be impressionistic and is being
designed and constructed by
John Cleavelin.

Uhl said she is pleased with
the progress made by the ac-
tors and actresses in their
character growth and develop-
ment. She thinks they are se-
cure in their lines and music.

‘Performances will be March
28-31 and are scheduled to
begin at 7:30 p.m. for the eve-
ning performances and at 2:30
p-m. for the Sunday matinee.

Admission is free to the pub-
lic with advance reservations.
Reservations can be made by
calling 756-6551, ext. 283,

Choral group performances set

By MYRON KING

The McLennan Community
College Chorale and the Waco
Civic Chorus will be perform-
ing llonegger’s “King David"
and Hanson's “Song of Democ-
racy” April 9 at 8 pm. at the
First United Methodist Chur ¢h
In Wacu,

The major work, Arthur
lHonegger's “King David" was
ortgivally concelved as inciden-
tal music to a dramatic work

and then was put together with
narration into what is called
“symphonic psalm” or an ora-
torio, according to MCC choir
director Donald Balmos.

“It's the Biblical story—the
Old Testament story of King
David,” Balmos sald.

Alton Pearson, the adminis-
trator of Nilicrest Baptist los-
pital, will be the narrator for
“King David” and sololsts will
be Laura Kendall, Carole

Thomas, Amella Moz, Marian

Walter, and Dianne Chinske of
the Waco Civic Chorus and
Richard Robinson, tenor,

The second work will be
Howard Hanson's “Song of
Democracy.” and like “King
David,” It will be by a small or-
chestra. _

The entire concert is ox-
pected to last about 65 to 75
minutes.

Honegger  wrote
David" In the 1920s.

“Oddly enough, during this

“King

time, because of economic
pressures, he had to write it for
a small orchestra. There sim-
ply just wasn't enough money
for a large orchestra. Later on
he reorchestrated it for the
large group,” Balmos said.

“We're going to be using the
small orchestration.”

Howard Hanson, composer
of “Song of Democracy,” was a
composer and teacher at the
Eastman School of Music in
Rochester, New York,

MCC Dance Company tryouts' set

By 'TINA RANKIN

Tryouts for the MCC Dance
Company wili by held April 13
from % am. to 5 pm, in the
Health and Physical Liducation

gym.

i
L% .

Those Interested are advised
to wear leotards and tights , or
shorts, and tennis shoes or bal-
let shoes to the tryouts,

“A routine will be taught
during the morning hours,
After Junch break, there will be

practice and then tryouts in
groups of three or four," said
Sandy llinton, Dance Company

sponsor,
Poise, sture, projection,
rhythm, flexibillly  including

splits and high kicks and enthu-

BKILL, PRECISION and beauty are trademarks of the MCC Dance Company, and the popular group

will be looking for some new facos soon as thoy hold tryoute for the coming season. (Photo by Mark

Lucas)

slasm will be considered Impor-
tant quailfications,

A recommendation is needed
from both a high school admin-
istrator and & drill team diree-
tor or someone who knows of
your capabilities, IRe commen-
datlons should include appii-
cant's depondability, enthu-
slasm, scholastle abilitles and
punctuality,

MCC will provide each mom-
ber's uniform, capes, hat and
all props. Other itoms wlll be
provided by each person,

Tho MCC Danco Company
ractices from 12:16-2 pm. on

ondays, Wodnesdnys and
Fridays and 12:15:1:30 pan.
Tuosdays and Thursdays dur-
Ing 8chool somesters. One
crodit hour por semestor can
ho earncd,

Scholarships are available to
officors, hut some froshmen or
sophmores may receive them,

For additional Information
contnet Sandy linton ot 766.
G881 ot oxt, 261,

By BRENDA LIGHRTFOOT

What
Games?

Quite a few MCC students
may not know about the annual
spring field day known as the
lHighland Games,

Many cvents are scheduled,
including a tug-of-war, egg toss,
mile run, sack race, pie-eating
contest, stone throw, three leg
race, jalepeno pepper eating
contest and the caber toss.

The caber toss?

The caber toss is an old Scot-
tish sporting event that dates
back to the first Ilighland
Games. A person must try to
throw the caber—a 17-foot-long
pole that weighs about 90
pounds—as far as he can.

To toss the caber requires a
variety of muscles—arms,
shoulders, back, legs, and even
vocal cords (for the grunts). It
is a test of strength and bal-
ance.

To prepare for the caber
toss, one should “do 5,000 push-
ups a day, 2,000 sit-ups a day
and lift weights seven days a
week for four hours a day,”
said Student Activities Director
Greg Ciark, with tongue in
cheek.

“Running ten miles a day
would also be helpful in buiid-
ing up endurance for the caher
toss,” he said.

The stone throw is another
event that requires strength
and sklll. Contestants must
throw a large rock or a shot put
as far as they can,

This ycar the games will be
conducted differently, Organi-
zations, clubs and departments

arc the [lighland

- has a caber toss

will compete as teams in the
games. Groups of students can
also form teams of their own
and individual students are en-
couraged to sign up for activi-
ties. :

“This year we want to stress
the team participation in the
games,” said Clark.

“The idea is to get more peo-
ple to participate.”

Clark said he hopes more
staff members will get involved
also.

The teams will be able to
“draft” students and staff
members who are not part of
their organization onto their
team. However, participants
can compete for only one team.

No limit will be made on the
number of team members, but
cachteam will need to turn in a
roster of its members,

Teams can participate in as
many eventis as they want, but
they will have to sign up for
each actlvity.

As an incentive, ribbons for
first, second and third places
will be awarded in each event.
A certain number of points will
be given to each of the placing
teams, At the end of the games,
the team with the most points
will receive a trophy.

Clark said that he hoped
each organization will set up a
bootli to sell food or drinks. The
hooths will be judged and the
best three booths will receive
ribbons and points to add to
their score.

The events will run from 10
am. to 2 pm. on April 26, A
schedule should be avallable in
time for teams to choose
cvents that won't conflict with
their classes.

MacDonald takes second

MCC voice Instructor Lorna
MucDonald recently piaced
second in the Oklahorna Sym-
phony Orchestra Young Artist
Competition in Oklnhoma City
on March 0-10, ‘

she placed second among 87
singers ropresonting tho states
of Toexns, Oklahoma, Kansas
and Missourl,

Competition  requiroments

included the preparation of I
vocal works Including Gorman
Lieder, I'rench melodies, Ital-
lan art songs, contemporary
songs, two operatic arlag and
three arias from major ora-
Lorios,

The Women's Committee of
the  Oklahoma  Symphony
awarded monetary prizes to
the winners,

Voice students honor composers

MCC volce students cole-
hrated the 400th birthdays of
two fumous composers with n
spocial recitnl hero  Fridny
morning.

Commemornting the music

of Johann Sebastian  Buch
(horn  Muarch 2] mun? and
Goorge Friedrich Iande (horn

Ieh, 23, 1088) were seven voico
students who poerformed o so-

!

lection of tho contrasting music
of the two (ierman composers,

On the program were Darryl
Itoss, tonor; Odolin Stern, so-
rnno; Iobert Sowder, tenor,
digin Sevier, soprano;  Luis
Navarro, tenor; Susan Plowers,
soprano; and Ging Marek, so-
prano,

All aro voice stidents of
MCC voico instructor lorna
MacDonald,



