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In its 1943 debut at the St. James
Theatre in New York City,
“Oklahoma!"” marked the beginning of
the Richard Rogers/Oscar
Hammerstein 11 partnership, the most
successful collaboration in Broadway
history.

An cffort by the Theatre Guild to
improve revenue, “Oklahoma!” was
originally adapted from the 1931 play
“Grecen Grow the Lilacs” by Lynn
Riggs.

“Oklahoma!” became the toast of
the American people in 1943 during
its original run on Broadway during
World War I1.

The “Musical of the 20" Century,”
as acclaimed by the New York Drama
League, made its return to Broadway
in 2002 in an effort to bring the quint-
essential American musical to a new
audience. ‘

The Pulitzer Prize-winning
Broadway musical debuted om
Thursday, February 26 for the' ﬁrst
time at MCC. '

With a 36-student cast (three from
Baylor), the two-hour and 15 minute,

two-act play includes fistfights, gun-
shots, comedy, and a bizarre love tri-
angle.

The Waco Community Band,
alongside a few professionals, orches-
trated the play.

Derrick Davis, an MCC student,
plays Will, who lights up the stage
with a three-minute tap solo.

In his second year at MCC, Davis
is one of the most improved actors
according to director/chorcographer
JerryMacLauchlin.

“Come sec the show. Come sup-
port the arts, because we're a dying
breed. If it’s not theatre, it’s pictures
on the wall, or music...I think any type
of art should be supported,” Davis
said

John Michael, as Curly, is a sec-
ond year MCC theatre major.

Michael said he has been serious
about theatre since high school.

As one of the few males in the
drama department who sings, Michacl
was an immediate prospect for the
lead, but when he proved his acting
skills in the lead role of Sid in last
year’s MCC production of “Pajama
Game,” he ensured his place at the
top of the bill.

Oliver Lukach (left) deceives a flirtatious Lynde Nunes when

he comes to town,
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Before lcaving MCC, Michael said
he wanted to give something back
through his efforts in theatre,

“It is my last semester here, so this
is just the best way to wrap things up
forme. I think musical theatre is some-
thing that | plan on doing for the rest
of my life, so any chance that [ getto
show everything that I've leamed here
at McLennan would just be a won-
derful experience for me,” he said.

Neely Robinson, an MCC Sopho-
more, plays Laurey, a prissy young
girl who hides her feelings towards
Curly.

Robinson, influenced by her father
who taught college choir for 13 years,
has been in theatre since the 7th
grade.

Robinson recently auditioned for
pre-repertory, a national professional
theatre in Creed, Co., who inresponse

. sent her back three scripts as call-

backs.

Recalling her experience in MCC’s
drama department, Robinson said,
“It’s very intimate. We get a lot of one-
on-one training from every
aspect...singing, acting, dancing...it’s
just everything all thrown into one.”

Otiver Lukach, an MCC freshman

Neely Robinson sidles up to John Michael as he sings his

way into her heart.

The McLennan Community College Fine Arts Division in cooperaﬂbn with
~ the McLennan Community College lFoundatlon presents

by Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein Il
based on the play Green Grow the Lilacs by Lynn Rigas

7:30 p.m,

February 26-28, March 4-6
Ball Performing Arts Center

Tickets: $12 adults; $10 senlor cltizans; $9 non-MCC students;

98 group rate; $8 MCC students

For tickets, call 299-8200 weckdays from 16 p.m.

- released its entire musical score.
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from Ft. Worth, plays the traveling
peddler/salesman, Ali Hakim, im-
maculately.

Lukach, who began acting in first
grade, is reluctant to admit he has
donetelevision and commercial work.

*“The theatre department hére has
areally big reputation with almost all
of the state when it comes to acting
and theatre,” Lukach said.

“Almost all of the directors that
are in high school theatre, who have
done one-act, know Jim Rambo, here,
because he judges. It has an amaz-
ing reputation.”

“The three most significant
theatrical advances credited to
“Oklahoma!™ are its complete
integration of book and score (unlike
so many musicals of the day, which
were more like revues or plays that
stopped for someone to sing}, the
musical’s rich images of Americana,
and the brilliant choreography of
Agnes de Mille, particularly the
‘dream ballet’,” writes Cynthia
Sorelle, MCC’s dramaturge.

“Oklahoma!” was the first musical
to venturc into commercial
opportunities when it recorded and
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John Michael begs for forgiveness as Neely Robinson
gives him the cold shoulder.

solo performance,

John Michael gives a cowboy yell in his chaps during a
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