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Board adopts $27 9 mllllon budget

Erica Sanchez
Managing Editor -

+ - The McLennan Community Col-

lege2003-2004 budget includes prop-
. erty tax increases and budget cuts.
The McLennan Community Col-
lege Board of Trustees adopted a bud-
. getof $27.9 million for the 2003-2004
. fiscal year on Aug, 26, which included
$343,000 in budget cuts and an 18
. percent property tax increase, but
refrained from increasing tuition for
the 2004 spring semester.

Although the board didn’t in-

b[ease tuition for the upcoming se-
mester, the 2004 summer semester is
not protected from increases, and will

Revived
New interest
takes program
“out of slump

John Pippin
Staff Writer

MCC’s engineering program, has

been resuscitated from a two-year
slump thanks to a renewed student
. interest.
“During this period of statewide
_budget cuts and the scaling back of
‘college programs.at many Texas
community colleges, I am proud to
state that MCC has the foresight to.
revive and update their engineering
-program after a two year hibernation
‘period,” said Program Direetor Dr.
Jeff Watson.

The program is math and science
intensive, and the current Associate
of Science degree program contains
the approved Engineering Field
of Study that includes 18 hours of
advanced math courses, 13 hours
of engincering, 16 hours of science,
and 19 hours of general education/

physical education courses.

Courses conlinon to most
engincering programs throughout
Texas make up the 66 credits students
earn after two years,
~ They are transferable to any
publicly funded four-year Texas
university or college.

Students also will be required to
take three sermesters of Calculus, one
semester of Differentinl Equations,
one semester of Linear Algebra, two

see eniginecring on puge 3

Margo E. Moreno
Editor in chief

Troy Dodge Is » normal 13 years
old who just happens to be in his
iecond year of college taking nine
1ours ench fall and spring semester,

“I need something more
shallenging and something at my
evel; 1 knew n lot of the stfT in
he grade level 1 should be in and
hought college would be the most

hallenging thing,” Dodge snid,

With Dodge in his second yonr in
'alloge, he feols more settied and used
.o college life he sald,

“I was aftald people would think
f me a8 Just o kid, but they haven't,
They've renlly ncceptod me,” he
mid,

. At the age of three Dodge taught
dimsell 1o rond with the influence of
‘thers he snid,

“Wo thought he wia memorlzing
1gos like most kidu do, but wo
alized he could rond when he plcked
11 ook wo had never rend to him
il atarted rending 1" sndd Dodge's
other and tenchor Marlalnn Welsl,

Welsl homo schools Dodge,
venure sho was ndvised to after

be considered at a later date.

"+ In order to avoid some unwanted

cuts, Board President, Bob Sheehy Jr.

_ said that $100,000 should be added

to the cuts as revenue, The board ap-
proved his proposal.

The board considered another
budget scenario before coming to
the $27.9 million conclusion.

The altemative also included an
18 percent tax increase, but tuition
for the 2004 spring and summer

~ semesters would have risento $3 per

semester hour and fewer cuts would
have been made.

“Almost all the teachers are teach-
ing an extra class,” MCC President
Dennis Michaelis said.

“They (the faculty) are going beyond the call of duty. That is
not what 1 encourage, but it is what the faculty are willing to

do for students,”

Jack Schnelder, Vice President of Instruction.

This is due to the increased en-
rollment, he said.

As of Aug. 26 the enrollment was
at 7,200, which could have a 75- to
100-student decrease fornon-payment
or increase because some students are
still registering, said Lynn Abernathy,
Dean of Student Services.

“They (the faculty) are going

beyond the call of duty. That is not
what I encourage, but it is what the
faculty are willing to do for students,”
said Jack Schneider, Vice President of
Instruction.

Another discussion involved the
President’s report of current ac-
tivities at MCC, in which Michaelis
said, “All you need to do is look at
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Troy Dodgo loaking over his plano book, He 1s taking
Natlonnal Government Freshmen English and Plane this

somester,

having him privitely tested,

Hoimo schooling nllows her to set
a curriculum mt Dodge’s pace since he
wirs thend of children his age,

Ho {s still being taught math and

gelence m home, since he is nat nt
colloge lovel yot Woisl sald,

Dodge nttonds M Classes it the
YMCA and nlso attends Baylor's
Unlversity for Young Peaple,

Tho Baylor program allows himto
work in groups and go on field trips,

“The sort of things that come
regular with public school he gets
at the University for Young People,”
Weisl suid.

This past summer Dodge was
given an Internship with the School of
Engineering and Computer Sciences
ot Baylor,

This internship gave him the
opportunity to build o web page for
the program,

o sings for the Waco Symphony
Roys Cholr and also for his church
cholr,

Dodge nlso has o part-time Job ns
a soccor reforee, and he also plays
saccer {or the Heart of Texns Soccor
Assacintion,

Dodge competos in ten and five
kilomater runs,

"1 om pretly physically Involved
in things," Dodge snid.

And for fan he lkes to relax n
front of the TV or just play video
games he snld,

1e plans to attend MCC until he's
olghtoen and then transfer to Haylor,

where he will major in Pro-Mod ho
anid,

the parking lot to sec what’s going
on at MCC.”

Michaelis said that the McGregor
Center addition has an enrollment of
525, well beyond his expectations.

He also said that community en-
thusiasm for the center was apparent
when a local church greeted students

on the first day with free drinks and
homemade cookies.

“If we didn’t have those seats at
McGregor we would need that here,
and more parking spaces,” he said.

He said that everything has been

- orderly. There have been no severe

traffic or parking problems.

Ifit wasn't for the temporary park-
ing lot on Powell Drive and the lot by
the CSC, Michaelis said, MCC would
be in trouble.

In other business Michaelis asked
the approval of the board to purchase
a house for MCC at 1820 Powell Dr.

. for $35,000, MCC owns all but one

house on the left side of Powell Drive.
This house would be used for further

New Tartan Cafe for
CSC in the works

Trinda Martin
Staff writer

A new café is in the works at
MCC.

However, some details have yet to
be ironed out. _

MCC plans to build the café at the
front entrance of the CSC building
near the Child Development Center.

The Tartan Café will cater to the
needs of faculty and students who
spend most of their time in the CSC,

and allow them to avoid walking . L

all the way to the LTC for a meal,
said Gary Willis, Senios Auxiliaries
Specialist for Financial Services.

The projected date for the café
opening is Oct. 1, Willis said.

He said he anticipates the same
hours and services as the CSC’s
current café, the Snack Shack, but
with a more spacious layout.

Willis said he hopes the new café
will offer a more pleasant cating area

Police report

Parking violations,

New area for Tartan Cafe.

for faculty and students.
The larger space is intended to

~ offer a better atmosphere to facilitate

smoother customer traffic.

“There will be plenty of coffce,
and hopefully, a menu for hot meal
items,” Willis said.

The Snack Shack is expected to
close on Sept. 26",

lock outs and car

start-ups in first weeks of school

Jason Ellis
Staff writer

During the first week of class for
MCC, Police Officers helped nine
motorists with low batteries, six au-

tomobile lock-ouls and one student

with n flat tire, Larry Radke, Chief
of Campus Police said.

More than 800 students were
given written wamings for various
parking violations,

Beginning this week, officers
will no longer be giving out mere
wamings.

Instead, citations will be issued
Radke said.

Fines start ot $20 for parking
violations and $15 for no parking
sticker,

Parking stickers can be obtained
in the LTC building at MAC Card
desk,

Officers reported the following
activities:

Theft In Fine Arts building on
August 8, .

Criminal Mischief in Lot N on
August 14,

Yandalism in CSC E on Auguqt
24,

Medical emergency in Applied
Sclences Building on August 28,

Velicle nccldent at the Intersec-
tlon of College Dr, and Highlander
Dr,

Property found at Intersection
of Park Lake and Lake Shore Dr
on Scptember 2,

Vehicle accident in Lot B on
September 2,

“MCC is o snfe campus,” Radke
said,

Radke, n 12 yoar veternn at MCC,
supervisen six officers and four secu-
rity guards that make up the campus
police force,



















