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Fire Academy prepares
trainees to keep their cool

By Cunis REYES
Staff Reporter

The MCC Fire Academy isnot as
easy us it looks. MCC students are
finding out that it tukes skill and
character to be a fire fighter, They
have many difficult obstacles that
require practice as well as profes-
sionalism. Such ns high angle res-
cues, taking apart nocar to get in-
jured people out, putting vut fires,
and saving people in floods.

Professionalism is very impor-
tant in this seademy . The reasonfor
this is because these fire fihters
areenteringneoplosifo A 8¥ sworst
time.

This is were the trust comes in.
The community expects profession.
These student fire fighters pet very
good hands on training. Ahout the
end of their time of trotning the

MCC fire academy sets a house on
fire to get the hands on experience
they need to be successful in the
work thev do in the future.

Frank Patterson, director of the
MCC fire academy, said students
received unexpected hands on expe-
riencethis summer. InJune, agrass
fire was reported behind the CSC
building and the city of Waco Fire
Department was called to the res-
e,

The MCC fire academy wascom-
igr biek in from o full doay of trnn-
ing and ended up being the first
anes to the reseue putting the lire
out befoye Waceo fire fighters got
there.

Before getting into the academy,
ench student has to take the TASP
or placement test. Students must
then pass o physical to ensure they
can perform the duties of a fire
lighter before heginningthe 17 week
nendemy.

Pludn by Justin irsawall

MCC FIRE ACADEMY STUDENTS, Elishla Winninghamn and Brent Ewing
{left to right), prapare for soarch and reacue training. As part of the
training tralnoen eyeaight is ohstruoted to simulate poor vislbility In

danse smoke,
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By JUSTIN BRASWELL
Editor-in-Chief

For generations Friday the 13*
has been associated with evil and
sinister omens. This could be the
reason that the administration
changed thelastday todrop acourse
from Friday, Nov. 13 to the follow-
ing Friday, Nov. 20.

This day, nonetheless, will be
marked with despair as some stu-
dents reevaluate their college ca-
reers by reducing course loads and
in some cases terminating their se-
mesters.

According to Paul Illich, director
of Institutional Research, 23 per-
cent of courses were dropped last
spring totaling 4,037 classes. This
was the highest percentage of
dropped classes in four years since
the spring of 1994 with a 23.2 per-
cent attrition rate.

Research points out that figures
have been consistent at an average
of 21.5 percent with spring semes-
ters consistently higher for dropped
courses on average of 2.3 percent
from the last five years.

John Nobis, carcer service guid-

By Brita HIGGINS
Staff Reporter

Most students experience
preblems during their college
years but there is help.

Tutoring and personal guid-
ance is beingofTered at nocharge
toalIMCC studentsthroughThe
Support Services Program/Tuto-
rial Center.

College resources and federal
grants make it possible for all
students Lo get help.

Every individual hasa unique
situationand deserves the proper
attention so each student gets to
talk to a counselor who evalu-
atestheir needs and peintsthem
in the right direction.

All tutors are students who
pussed the elass they are teach-
ing with an Aor B and have heen
recommended by their instruc-
tors, Sixty tutors in all academic
arcns are available when fully
stafTed Lo nssist students.

Mobility aids may be para-
mount for those with physical
handicnps just a8 blind and deaf
students may necd note takers
who are also nyailable.

Confidence and inspiration is
all around as you makeyour way

ter. An abundince of inforima.
tion aindencourngement is posted
on hulletin bonrds as well ns post-
ers sot in arens whore you just
happen to notico thom,

Date rapo issues are nd-
drassed, financinl guidance, and
fouryoartransforcounselors who
arrange collogio vikits are among
the wide range of survices of-
fered. Although some of theso
insues aro trannforred out to dil-

Help for students

to room 302 of The Student Cen-

ferent campus departments, the
bottom line is, start here and
you will get help.

Proudly, Patsy White, pro-
gramdirector forthe center, said
she feels that the spirit of coop-
cration between he. ceater and
others on campusisin fact what
makes them successful in solv-.
ing problems. .

White added that the tutors
are focused and serious about
their jobs and two of them rep-
resented MCC at a Leadership
Conference al Trinity Valley
College in Athens.

Dr. Whiteshared thefactthat
she used a tutor during part of
her college years which helped
her tremendeusly. Thirteen
years of the twenty one the cen-
ter hns been in operation has
convinced White thatitcanonly
be beneficial taseek help on any
issue.

Exceptional thingshave hap-
pened to students whoasked for
help. White with much enthusi-
nsm mentioned that one com-
pletely deaf student who used
the sarvice is now Post Master
in a sinnll Texas town and a
blind man has transferred to
Baylor for his masters in coun-
seling,

Neobstacle iscompletely im-
possible to overcome; students
often need guidance and the
Support Services Conter is de-
nigned for thom,

Phose wishing to hecomo o
tutor nre encournged to eontact
the conter which is hiring at
this timo and pay $ 6,156 an
hour.

For moreinformntion, plonse
eall ‘The Support Servicos Cen-
ter/Tutorinl Conter nt 760-3670
or 7H0-3073,
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Competition in the rough
Highlassies take Nationals

By JAsON HORKINK
Sports biditor

Tho Highlussie goll team ran
away from theeempotition and taok
homae the national chnmplonship in
i dominating fanhion.

Tho toam's nenrest compotitor
win Clsea Junior colloge who fine
ishod 74 strokes hohind,

Claro Huntor led the Nold with
nn imll)ruunlvu aponing round of 71
nnd followed iEap with vounds of 70
wd 77, While Honthor Btorling wos

third overall with rounds of B1, 76
il 76,

Murissa Gortney, Misti Cathoy
and Allison Burns also finlshed in

the top ton with combined totnls of

96t 201 and 264 vespoctfully.

Maodnlista from thetenm includod
Minti Cathoy, Delaina Shahan,
Avory Litton, und Aluna Farloy.

TRAM RESULTE

b MCC. 127, 16, 33 - DAY

2, Claeo- B, (M1, 830 - 1028

3. Marshalltown (1A} 416, J47,

4 - LT
4, Bothany Lathoran Colloge (MN)-
426, 412, 406 - 1240
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ance counselor, has been with MCC
for 29 years and has his own theory
of why students drop out.

“Students graduate from high
school and think they need that
$10,000 car and then have to work
more hours to pay for it, taking
away from theirstudies,” Nobis said.

Nobis said students who drop
out of classes have “great problems
with time management,” finances
and study habits.

“Students never truly learn to
study. How many students do you
know who put the same hours into
studying outside the classroom as
they do inside?” Nobis said.

Johnnie Talton of tutorial ser-
vices has been with MCC for more
than 17 years. She attributes drop-
ping out to similar reasons.

“Attending college is only one
slice of the pie,” she said.

“Students have to work, many
have families to take care of and
other influences all of which are
part of the pie. It isa matter of poor
planning, lack of motivation and
not being considerate of each small
slice of that pie,” Talton said.

Both Nobis and Talton gave ad-
vice for students worried about be-
coming part of MCC'’s attrition sta-
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MCC student dies
in cycle accident

| | e g e

Sept. 15, 1998

Vol. 33
No. 1

BY JUSTIN BRASWELL
Editor-in-Chief

MCC student ErnestJones, 18,
waskilledon Aug. 31, thefirst day
of lall classes, after losing control
of the motorcycle he was riding.

The police accident report
states that Jones was traveling
west on Lake Shore Drive at 12
p.m. An eyewitness, Stephen
Jansky, said that Jones looked
over his left shoulder as if to
change lanes. Jones then lost
control of his 1993 Kawasaki
KLR-250, jumped the right curb
and drove into a guardrail and
then a telephone pole near the

3400 black of Lake Shore Drive.

Jones, unconscious with se-
vereinternalinjuries, wasrushed
to llillcrest Baptist Medical Cen-
ter where unsuccessful attempts
were made to save hislife. Jones
was pronounced dead at 1:20 p.m.

Waco Police Officer Samuel
Ruiz said hefound twoMCCiden-
tification cards in Jones's wallet
although he was not yet regis-
tered for the fall semester.

Lyn Abcrnathy, dean of stu-
dent services, said that she and
other school officials believe
Joneswas attempting to take ad-
vantage of late registration on
the day of the accident.

tistics.

Nobis said that students should
commit themselves to studying and
they can contact the student carecr
development office for a program to
develop time mandgement skills.

Struggling students should take
advantage of the tutorial services

offered free to all students, Talton
said. '

She added that students should
“start believing in themselves and
take little steps instead of trying
huge gallops.”

Workshops speeding to the PASS-ing lane

BY JACQUELINE HARVEY
Staff Reporter

The Office of Student Activities
hasscheduled twonew PASS Work-
shops for fall. This allows students
two Lrand new oppourtunilivs to im-
prove their study skills while possi-

* bly earning extra credit.

PASS, which stands for Program
for Academic Success for Students,
is a series of free hour-long work-
shops chosen by the student body
each semester.

Each workshop is aimed toward
such student issues as Time Man-
agement, Transferring to a Four-

Year University, Usingthe Internet,
and Learning Styles and Writing
Skills, which are new for the fall.
Some professors even offer extra
credit for attending these valuable
workshops.

Student Activities, Director
AmberDawn Moore, insists that
ticoe worksliops provide mudhinore
than just extra eredit.

“Of all the programs that the
Student Activities office sponsors,
the PASS workshops are the ones
that have proved to be the most
beneficial to students. They are
quick and practical and are imme-
diately useful,” snid Moore.

The first in thisseries, Whom To
Ask, began yesterday and provided

students with a list of resources to
help answer common questions
about MCC services and campus
life.

At the end of every semester,
students who huveattended critique
and evaluate each workshop and
offer suggestions that normally re-
sult in at least 2 new workshops
each semester,

Students have several opportu-
nitiesto take advantage of the PASS
Workshops this semester. The re-
maining workshops will be held in
room 101 of the Health and Physi-
cal £ducation Building.

To inquire about future work-
shops contact Amber Dawn Moore
ut 299-8465.

By Travis Evenrs
Sr. Ausoe. Editor | Production

Notwork Sorvieos havo heen
hard nt work over the last couple
of months preparing for the fall
semamter by upgrading nnd ox-
panding the school's technology
notwork with about $700,000
worth of now aquipmoent wd soft-
wilr.

Ameng the proparations ure
tho installation of 276 now com-
puters and the upgriding of ovor
126 uxinting computors around
CMPUR,

The mujor gonl of these up-
grndon intoslandnrdize naflwaro

MCC expands technology network

enmpus wide," said Michaol
Seawright, director o network
HOTVICOR,

The standardieation will in-
clhudo  the installation  of
MicrosolLl's nowest oporating sys-.
tom, Window 88, Microsolt (Hlico
07, which includes Microsolt's
populur Word, Fxeol and
PowoerPoint, nnd Microsoft. Ont-
laok 08, uned for omail,

Other ndditlonsto MCCitech-
nology notwork will o the con-
struction of i two-way intorselive
clussroom in the Community Hew.
vicos Centor, rooms 1L MCC han
formod n partnoeship with Baylor,
ClHton 181, Rio Brazos Co-opand
THTC for Uy s of the two-way
internctive elnssroom,

Photu by Justin Uiaswol

MCC STUDENT, Ricardo Zelaya, uses new computers recently installed In thelibrary to road the
nowspapor In his home town In El Salvador,

A compus hulletin board wys-
tom is soun to be installed, Thin
will help to inform students of
cumpus news Lhrough the use of
tolavisions on cnmpis,

Anupgradotothoschool'sdinl-
up Internot sorvico will nllow stu-
dunts to neeoss the Intornet ol
apeods up to Ho Khps,

Notwark Servicos nlso plans
to upgirade the fibor optie hack.
hono that connects their ollico in
tho lilrary to the networking
oguipment in the CHC,

Tho majority of these projocts
are complote, but installations
nel upgrades on tho sehool's toch-
nalogy will ho comploted by
Christnne,
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