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Yes, Virginia

There is a Santa Claus

Leah C. Turner
Staff Writer

SantaClaus, the boogie man.
adumb Aggieand adumb Long-
horn are standing at a crossroad
with a pot of gold inthe middle.
So who's gonna get the pot of
gold? The dumb Longhorn?
The dumb Aggie?

As a variation on the well-
known joke, [ would like to

m Scc Presidents Message on page 3

suggest that Santa Claus claim
the pot of gold. Why? Because
the others don’t exist of course.
America’syouthistooeducated
and quick 1o believe in some-
thing as silly as Santa. Butit’s
those disbelievers who lose out
on the pot of gold.

‘The Friday evening presentation of *The Wind in the Willows,” was u
wild ride indeed. The company of MCC Theatre Department players

brought an air of sophistication and excitement, even importanee, to the

parable of Mr. Toad,
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(See story on page B)

Mathematics course eases transition

Lindsey Hayworth
Managing Editor

Dr. Jess Collins, mathemint-

ies teacher, 1old the bowrd of

trustees it too many students
are enrolling in developmental
mitth classes.

Heowmlinedthe MCC-WISD
Studem Suecess Collaboration
aimed at remedying the prob-
lem during the Nov, 29 hoad
meeting,

T'he purpose of the progriim
is 10 help ease the students’
trunsition from high school
mathematics to college level
miathematics, enabling greater
siecess incollege-levelelusses,
MCC insteuctional administra-
torsmet with WISD high school
administeators 1o implement
and outline o plun ol action,

Dual credit math courses
were described through which
students in high sehools would
he able to take mathemtics
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courses ind be aceepted lor
college credit, ‘Thewe clusses
would also count toward high
schoo! eredit,

This type of progrm I8 do-
signed 10 benetit students who
need Mexibility und who wish
to get an early sart on colloge
credits, Also thase taking the
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TASP exam waould benefil,
Herman Tucker reported on
the gradual increasing enroll-
ment, Asawhole, including all
students tuking closses, the en-
rollment is estimated at more
than 12,000 students Tor the
upeoming school year, This is
aninerenso from the years pre-

vious,

Johnette McKown, vice
president-busines services, re-
ceived the Woman of Distine-
tion Award Torm the Girl
Sconts' Blue Bonnets,

The award is given to the
womandeemed worthy through
achievements and successes,
The board congratulated herand
presented MeKown the plugue,

Consent agenda items were
diseussed winl those outconies
are presented in the minules
availuble on regiest.

The decision on nnew hiree
was finufized, Willinm MeNeil
wis announced as the new
Work foree Developmental Of-
licer, Cathy Watson's promo-
tion 1o nasistant registar was
officialy annosneed and the two
new assisng conches were in-
traduced by Wendell Fludson,
Athleties Divector,

The next meeting is scheel-
uled for December 17, a1 1 pa,

The question at hand, how-
ever, is not whether Santa Claus
exists, but what Santa Claus
really is.

Just as the pot of gold is
meant to represent the epitome
of a person’s dreams, material
or not, Kris Kringle captures

that intangible, over the rain-
bow, dream; the bubble that is
so easily burst at a perpetually
younger age.

The spirit of Santa makes
college students climb onto
some fat old man’s knee to get
a picture with and a candy cane
from Santa Claus. Santa is the

See ‘Virginia’ on page 2

College inducts
Tartan Scholars

Jennifer Holomek
Staff Writer

The Tartan Scholar Program
is a prestigious society that of-
fers those who qualify unique
opportunities.

The program offers a full paid

scholarship,upto {8hours;and -
a book allowance.” -»* =

The program is designed to
give students a broader look at
the world.

Gilbert Montemayor, history
and government instructor, is
the new director for the Tartans
and said that the goal is to look
for people who stand out and
are creative.

Students interested in join-
ing must {ill out an application,

" submit two recommendations

from faculty or administrators
and prepare a personal portfo-
lio of written or other creative
work..

The application asks (ues-
tions concerning academic in-
terests, caveer plans, achieve-
ments, ad personal reasons for
seeking to become a Tartan

Scholar.

A selection commiltee usu-
ally decides on 15-20 students
via grade point average, stan-
dardized test scores, talents and
abilities, portfolio and the ap-
plication.

The Tartan Scholars for the
Spring 2000 semester are:

“1adrie Elliot, 41, from

Hewitt; Jose Zapata, 19, from
Waco; Lincoln Coftie, 28, from
Elm Mott; Angela Carter, 19,
from Waco; Dwipa Patel, 20,
from Waco; Deborah Dennis,
32, from ChinaSpring; Vanessa
Clendening, 36, from Bruce-.
ville-Eddy; Nellie Fitzjarrell, 19
from Waco; Melissa Slaughter,
34, from Waco;, Ryan
Amundson, 19, from Clifton;
Rebecca Young, 42, from
Waco; Debbic Mattucci, 41,
from Morgan; Tenisha Free-
man, 20, from Waco; Lynnae
Lowe, 24, from Waco; and Brett
Newman, 23, from Waco,
Those interested in Tartan
Scholars for the Fall 2000 se-

See “Tartans” on page 2

Reaching for the stars

Freshman
starter
Cedric
Palmer
helps
fellow
‘Landers
in thelr
victory
over
Eastfleld,
87-67
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Highlights of all ‘Landers’ games, page 5































