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Demanding work and devotion
required by drama students

By DARIN BROCK

The life of a drama student
is much more than just re-
hearsals and performances.

Drama students at MCC as
well as other colleges, must de-
vole almost all their time to
drama studies. Working outside
of school is hard, having a per-
sonal life is also difficult, plus
little time is left to do home-
work from other classes, ac-
cording to those enrolled in
drama. Drama students are re-
quired to take a curriculum of
drama classes such as theater
history, acting courses, and
dance and voice classes.

These are taken as well as
regular courses of such as Eng-
lish, history, and other basics.
Ten hours a week also must be
spent working on the sets for
coming productions. Nearly 15
hours a week go into rehearsals
for those productions. And then
there are the try-outs--at times
whether one wants a part or
not.

One drama student who bal-
ances schoolwork with the re-
quirements of the stage is
Laura Sulak, a freshman from
Hillsboro.

Since she was 10 and at-
tended a camp where she did
some skits, Sulak said she has
felt the desire to become an ac-
tress. She has already made a
name for herself at MCC by ap-
pearing in “The Real Inspector
lTound,” “Oliver!” and “A Flea
in Her Ear.”

Competing with several peo-
ple for one of the few partsin a
play is hard enough, according
to Sulak.

“The director gives you an
excerpt from the play. You
have to read it without ever
seeing it before,” she said.

Though the students only
have to work 10 hours a week
in theater workshop, Sulak says
the students average 15-20
hours. When asked if she
thought il was necessary she
said, “Yes, if we didn't, no one
would. Plus it also makes us ap-
preciate every aspect of the
theater.” '

The work is demanding. Stu-
dents have to work with heavy
power equipment, building
large, claborate, and intricate
sets. Many times it is the first
experience students have doing
this sort of work.

Several hours a week are
spent in rehearsals. Sometimes
going to bed before midnight is
a treat, Sulak said.

“I'm usually up past mid-
night every night doing home-
work. Half the time it's doing
work for the drama classes,
memorizing monologues, writ-
ing play analyses and memoriz-
ing the lines for the play we are
doing.”

Sometimes the work seems
to be overwhelming, “but there
is a passion for acting that we
all draw on that makes it all
worth it,” according to Sulak.
Once in a while the students get
tired of all the work and long
hours, but they manage to pull
through with each others help.

“We are able to build good
friendships because there is

that common bond--we are all
going through the same thing,”
Sulak said.

“The hours really tend to
add up,” she added. “Simple
things like doing housework get
put aside. Even spending time
with your boyfriend or family
is a rarity.”

Time on the weekend also
gets put aside. “We've spent the
last two weekends al the school
working on the set for the up-
coming production (“A Flea In
Her Ear”) and we'll be here
next weekend.”

Though every day is not a
hardship, the drama student
spends a majority of the time
working.

Working on sets.

Working on homework.

Working on lines.

“When all the work is done,
and everything comes together,
and you hear the applause of
the audience, it makes it all
worth it,” says Sulak.

“The rewards far outweigh
the hardships. Too many good
things are learned and experi-
enced for it not to be good.”

‘Flea’ set innovations include revolving bed

By DARIN BROCK

You won't find MCC Drama
Technical Director Dave Bor-
ron in his office too often for
the next few weeks.

A note hangs on his door let-
ting students know that he has
moved his office to room 147 in
the Performing Arts Center.

Room 147 is better known as
the Scenic Shop. Borron, as
well as all the drama majors,
have been putting enormous
amounts of work into the set
for the upcoming MCC prod-
uction of “A Flea In Her Ear.”

According to director John
Kelly, the set depicting a time
in the 1930's is one of the most
elaborate and intricate sets
MCC has had for a straight,
non-musical play.

Since the beginning of the
semester the crew has put well
over 100 hours of work into the
set, according to Borron,

“We still lack about 60 more
hours of work to finish con-
struction, paint and set lights.”
Borron said.

The crew has spent the last
two weekend at the school
building and arranging the set
on stage. Almost 38 hours will
have been spent working on the
set,

The set is “fairly straight
forward,” according to Borron,
[Towever it was hard for him to
get two different sets on stage

Auditions

By TERI LYN EISMA

Those interested in audition-
Ing for the chorus of “H.M.S
Pinafore" need to get ready.

FEach must prepare a song
from a well-known musical to
sing before theater director
John Kelly on March 1617 at 7
p.m. in the Performing Arts
Center Theater.

All nuditions are open to the
public. The auditions will in-
volve song “nnd we'll look ot
some movement,” Kelly sald.

Tell us what you like!

What are your favorlte albums and groups? List your flve
(nvorite recordds In the space provided below,

al once. One permanent unit
will be used for the second act,
and for the first and third acts
five large rolling units will be
used.

Removing the units will be a
challenge.

“T'wo of the units on the side
will drop into the orchestra pit
and the remaining units will
slide backstage. But this will be
done in full view of the audi-
ence,” Borron said.

Several intricate pieces of
furniture were built by Borron
and his crew. “We've built sev-
eral beds, tables and benches.
We didn’'t have time to build
everything this time like I usu-
ally like to do,” Borron said.

A unique feature will be the
rotating bed that will be used in
the second act. A large crank
has been- built to turn the six-
foot platform on which a bed
will stand. However Borron

said they are having problems
getting it to work. He also
added the they might have to
get some people to turn the bed
by hand.

Borron said he was happy
with the way things have
turned out, and praised all the
drama students who have
worked hard to get the set as
far along as it is.

“For the time allotted, the
set is pretty much how I envi-
sioned it,” he said.

"I COULD NOT KEEP MY EYES OFF YOU ...
the other night at the opera!” sings Laura Sulak
while Laura Yokus looks on. Both drama

March 16

The roles within the chorus
involve male sailors and fe-
mile nieces and cousins  of
Josephine and her family, ac-
cording to Kelly.

The tndividuals in the chorus
will he chosen by Kelly, vocal
coach Lise Landsfeld, and
musical director Don Balmos,

The MCC Opera Workshop
in concert with the Drama De-
partment will perform Gilbert
and Sullivan's “NM.S. Dina-
fore” in the PAC Theater April
271-May 1.
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students have pul in many hours of preparation
for the play and are appearing in MCC's
periomance of ‘A Flea In Her Ear" Feb, 26-28.

No more trash music!

By BRUCE CUMMINGS

It is really saddening to be a spectator to the current
trend of progressive music. Once again the music industry
has hecome a hloated, complacent giant spewing out an in-
creasingly lethargice series of releases.

Several years ago the music scene was jolted, and right-
fully so, by the punks and for a while it seemed as if things
changed. Sadly however, the awakening was all too brief and
now we find ourselves inundated with formulatic, banal

music.

What happened to the new blood that was injected into
the industry during the late seventies? Most of the bands in-
volved in the punk revolution are no mare. The Sex Plstols
hurned themselves out after only one legitimate album and o
hriel, chaotie U.S. tour, Now, 8id Vicious s dend and Johnny
Rotten Is making dance records. ‘The Clash managed to hang
on for some time but, succumbed 10 commereinlism and

subsequontly foll apart.

Never mind that o group known as the Clash continues o
exist = 1t i85 not the snmo band that gave us “London's Burn-

Ing'll

Now in the nume of new and innovative musie we n sub-
jected to the protontious, messianie stylings of U2 and the
lyric menndorings of RILM. Both hands were born of the
post-punk wave of the oarly 1980s — the same movement
that fosterod Killing Joke, Joy Division/New Order, and

Iicho and the Bunnymen.

Those hinds managed to evolve into commercinl vinbilily

without losing thoir lmugrllr.
it

an pondorous, formuln sounc

Howover, U2 has sottled into

it hogs for life, RGM. on the

other hand has not changod at all, Thoy are still just as
medioere and uninteresting ng thoy wero in 180,

Stll, T would rather be forced to ondure the aforomen-
Honed bands rather the endiess deluge of artificial pop
groups that now dominate the airwaves. 1t really Is time for
the musie Industry to get shaken agaln and vealize that we
! don't Nke Debblo Gihson, ‘Titfany, and Rick Astley.
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SAWING AWAY! Drama student Mike Bettinger cuts off a board
on a doorway for the set of the upcoming play “A Flea In Her
Ear.” Carma Walker braces the ladder white Laura Sulak holds

the doorway steady.

Waco Community Band to
play March 1 at 7:30 p.m.

By PATRICK KING

The Waco Community Band
will perform March 1 at 7:30
p.m. at the Clifton Junior High
School Auditorium in Clifton.

This will be the second time
that the community band will
be going out to play for the out-
lying communities, said Roger
Rush, community band direc-
tor.

The numbers scheduled to
be performed include “Battle
of Shiloh March” by Barnhouse,
“Morning, Noon and Night in
Vienna"” by Von Suppe’, “Great
Movie Marches” by Lowden,
“Sea Songs” by Thomas Knox,
“Fandango” by Perkins, “Pre-
lude to Revelry” by Gordon
Jacob, “Highlights from Porgy
and Bess” by Gershwin,
“Schuler Polka” by J. Offen-
bach and “Col. Bogey March”
by Alford.

The Clifton High School
Band and the band boosters
club will sponsor the concert.
Don Theaode is the band direc-

lor at Clifton and also a mem-
ber of the community band,
Rush said.

The Waco Community Band
is comprised of 60 members, in-
cluding 27 teachers and three
MCC students, including David
Rush on tuba, Thomas Khlem
on saxophone and Tim Scarvey
on percussion.

MCC offers community band
as a one hour course. It re-
hearses once a week. The band
holds 12 concerts a year, includ-
ing three concerts each semes-
ter.

Anyone who would be inter-
ested in becoming a member of
the community band “would
need to talk to me and see if
there is a position available,”
Rush said.

The band has to have set in-
strumentation and “I wouldn't
want to get overbalanced in
trumpets or flutes or drums or
anything like that. So they talk
to me and if there is a position,
I'll put them on a waiting list,”
he said.

High school art contest
winners in PAC display

By TERI LYN EISMA

The works of the winners of
MCC's 1988 Iligh School Art
Competition are on display in
the Performing Arts Center
lobby, including three cash
award winners, 13 honorable
mentions and 46 other works.

IFifteen Waco-area schools
submitted 226 works of art for
the contest,

More schools have partici-
pated and more artwork was
submitted this month than in
the past 10 years the competl-
tion has operated, said MCC art
instructor Barney Fitzpatrick,
who i in charge of the ¢compe-
titlon,

Iirst place winner was Jean-
nic Bauer of Reicher Catholle
High School, whose ink “Black
Magic” won $1(0. Second place
wias won by Felix Suarez of
University THgh School, whose
pirhrush *wild Side” won $i0,
Third place was awarded to
Senn inchane of Reicher
Catholle High School, whose
black and white photograph
“Still Life nnd Denth” won $25,

The purpose of the compoti-
tion I8 “to help promote and
fostor artistic ability and cren-
livity, to give the (high school)
students somothing to work to-
ward, and 1o provide an outlet
for them," Fitzpatrick snld.

“You can create a work of
art and hide it away In some
room somowhere where no-
hady's going 1o soe i, or you
can takoe It out and put it on dis-
play. This glves them o place Lo
oxhibit their work," Fitzpitrick
nddod, /

Only high school juniors and
seniors in the Waco area could
submit work for the competi-
tion. All kinds of art medla
were acceptable, including
paintings, drawings, ceramics,
sculptures, photographs, crafts,
collages, and designs.

The judge of the competi-
tion, or juror, was Mary Burke,
who {s the current education
coordinator (since Nov. 9) at
The Art Center of Waco, Fitz
patrick chose Burke hecause
she had never judged MCC's
competition  before, and be-
cause she has had prior experi-
ence with high school level art-
work and art educatlon, She
was juror for a Waco Indepen-
dent School Bistrict PTA ele
Tcntm'y school art competi-
tion,

Burke snid she took three
hours to narrow the field from
220 pleces to the 62 that would
go to display, “The two most
important” artistic  features
Burke used ns a basis of qualltf
were “technleal skill and origi-
nality.” The cash winners ox.
celled In originality and design,
Burke added, while other qual-
ifying features included compo
sition, prosentation and nent-
NOSS,

“T was roally plensed —
there was roally a gond nssort-
ment of artwork,” Burke said.

The works were submlitted
IFeh. 4 and havo been on displa
in the PAC lobby slnce Ifeb, 1),
where they will remain umil
March 3, Artists may plek their
work in I'ltzpatrick's office, lo-
cated in Fine Arts room 113 on
March 7,



