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birth ratein New York City declined nearly 19 per cent
belween 1969 and 1972,

Modern ization has also affected the birth rate. In
1800, Amerlcan women had an averagoe of seven
children each. No more than five survived. Madern
medicine now helps to prolong lives and keep Infant
mortality rates down,

“Technically and socially we live in a different en-
vironment now,” said Dan Walker, who tenches
psychology, philosophy and man and environment
courses on campus. 'Back then it made sonse 1o have
large familles so they could help til the land. Now that
i% no longer functional.”

Paychology instructor Carol Jolly said urbanization
has also influenced birth control. “Nobody wants 14
Kids in 0 crowded leity, they get in the way,"

“With hirth contral mare widely avallable, people
don't seem to want as many kida. They are more {n-
terosted in personal fulfillment rathor than being
slaves 1o kids ' said Mins Jolly,

‘“] belleve that the
decision to have children is
made on the basis of what
one is going to have to give

up to have them.,”
--Roger Klein

Inflation and the rine of tho cost of parentnoad in the
1.8, i also a detorront. The Cominission on Population
Growth ealewdated that, In 1909, the total avernge
outlay for having o single child and supporting him
thraugh eollego wan around $60,000, With inflation, the
cost would now ho nlmost §78,000--though the Incomo of
n housohold head may niso huve risen comparably
during that perind,

Roger Klein wnd Willlim Wolman, oconomisis at
New York's Argus Research Corp., an advisory sor-
vice for the socurition Industey, nrgue that childron are
now regarded much ko any othor durnble gootl.

“You got a cortnin amaount of satiafactlon at u cor-
thin cost for a child, When conta go up relative to
satinfaction, demand falls," sald Wolman, Klein ad-
ded, T boliove that the decislon to have childron is
made on the baais of what ane is going 1o have to give
up to have thom."

Thae hirth dearih has alao had u strong Impact on the
oducntion systemn, with both henefioial and negative
rosults, With three million fewer chlldren of nursery
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A child born during the 1970s will
experience a world that has run out

of many resources. The uncertainty
leads some couples to consider a

childless marriage.

and elementary school age than a decade ago, some
lower-grade classrooms are now empty, and an
estimated 130,000 schoo! teachers and young people
with teaching certificates are out of work.

But a declining enrollment also has its advantages.
Many schools once jammed with students are now
remodeling empty classrooms for special educational
activities,

The road to ZPG has already lead some businesses
that catered to the baby boom onto rocky ground. The
Gerber Products Co. has dropped the word “only”
from its long-used slogan, ‘“Babies are our only
business.” The nation’s largest producer of baby foods
has found it necessary to branch out into suchfieldsas
clothing and insurance.

Johnson & Johnson works both sides of the
population market. Besides producing its original line
of baby powders, lotions and shampoos (which its
current ads claim is good for adults as well as infants),
it also owns Ortho Pharmaceutical Corp., one of the
nation’s manufacturers of contraceptives.,

In the Waco area, most day care operalors are op-
timistic about their businesses for the next few years.

“Wilh the cost of living going up all the tlme, more
mothers will have to go to work tohelp pay the family's
expenses,” said an instructor at the Tennyson
Playcare Center,

Of the day care centers located in the Waco area,
four said they wlll probably have to raise their prices,
Prices range [rom $9.50 for a half day's care five days
a week ton maximum $22.50 per week for full day care,

All of the department stores in the area handling
baby clothes and baby _furniture reported an Increase
in sales. None could foresee any drastic changes In the
immedlate future.

Upon investigation, however, it was discovered that
although a few cleaners willlaunderdiapers,there. is no
slandard diaper service available In Waco.

One baby born in the U.S.
puts as much strain on the
earth’s environment as 50
babies born in India.

The fecling that the population of the U.S.--and that
of the world--Is using up too much coal, ol and other
oxpendable resources has also made many young
people hesitate to have bables, With only 6 per cont of
the world's population, Americans use one-third of ta
natural resources.

It has been estimated that one baby born In tho U.S.
puts as much strain on the carth’s environment as 60
hables born In India. Although having fower bables is
not guaranteod to stop pollution or the galloping
consumption of irreplacenble resources, it does lessen
the pressure and permit man more timo to come up
with solutions for the prabloms,

Under Z1PG, the population will get older. Before long
the median age in the U.S, will be 17, not 20 as it 1s now,
In McLennan County 60,9 per cent of the *enorul
poputlation is hetwoen 10-and G4-years-old, while 1.4
per cont s under 16, and 12,4 per cont (s over 65,

In Waeo, 87.5 per cent in helwoen 18-and 64, 20,1} por
cont s under 18, and 12,7 per conl 18 over 08,

'The prodicted higher median age should bo an asset,
ns it In oxpected thal the combination of age and ox-
perience, plus the betler oducntlon resulting from
smaller familles, will lead to highor productivity,
shorter hourn nnd groater job stability.

I'eople will demand, and got, botter social
loglalatlon--rotirement honofits, poensions, and Im-

wwoved henlth-dolivery services, Also, since mare than

Imlr of thoso arrested nre under 25 yenrs of ngo, the
rate of juvenlle delinquency and erimo in general
should go down.

In tomorrow's Ameriea, childron will he physically
healihier, since wantod children gonerally recelve
Iwttor pro- and post-natal care than unwanted onoes.
arents wili bo tikely to thko more intorest in those
children they declde to hiwe,

Mont statisticians of humanpopulationhave enid that,
far tho United States at lopat, o polley of gradually
Jovoling off the population |s far more advignble than n
siddon drop,

“We whouldn't push poople 1o change," snid
[myuholnuy Inatruotor and division director Dr, Morritt
*, Pelmly, *“Bocloty Influences people to make
chungos. You might call It subtle prossure.”

Apparantly that subtle presaure of soclety and cir-
cumatance |n already (aking offect agalnal the
throatening rise in population of the 19M0s,






