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HIGHLAND HERALD

Former MCC Superstar

BY CHARLES MOONEY

MCC'’s superstar, who ledthe
Highlanders to a 22-14 record
in 1968=-69 basketball season,
will return to Waco Feb. 23
wearing purple of the TCU
Horn Frogs against the Baylor
Bears,

His name? Simpson DeGrate,

The 6-4, 215 pounder from
Marlin led MCC to its finest
season, and he also seems tobe
helping TCU to one of its better
seasons. Sitting on top of the
Southwest Conference stand-
ings, DeGrate isoneofthe three

SOMETIMES ONLY a faclal expression can truly reveal how a

junior college transfers Coach
Johnny Swaim is using to pack
his winning line up.

Having a 27 point average at
MCC during his sophomore
year, DeGrate hasn't slowed
down, Despite the adjustment
to TCU’s style of play and the
tougher competition, DeGrate
has managed to score 28 points
against the SMU Mustangs, 24
polnts against the ArkansasRa-
zorbacks, and 19 points against
the Texas Tech Red Raiders,
thus proving his abiljty tocom=
pete against the Southwest Cone

person ls dedicated to his work, Such ls the expression revealed
in the face of Penny Aronson while she accompanies her husband
Joe (right). The Aronsons performed for students and faculty in
the Fine Arts Theatre Feb, 8. Well known all over the world, the
Aronsons presented a program of international folk and satirical
songs and humor using traditional, contemporary, and original

material,

Drama Dept.
Workin~ On

Two Plays

The MCC drama departinent
is currently In the process of
producing two one=act plays.
One of thoproductions ' ACotne
pany of Wayward Saints' will
be the entry In the Texas State
Junlor College Ouo=Act D'lay
[Festival to be held al Cisco
Junior College, Mar, 13=14, For
the pust two years the MCC
drama department hns rocoived
tho highest honor of thoe festiw
val, the Superjor Award,

YA Compony of Wayward
Suints", directed by drama ine
structor James Hendorson, I8
o commedin doll 'arte type of
driama and it combines farce,
cotmedy, and realistic draina in
one presontntion, Thu cost ine
cludes ‘Tom Pool, Judy Smvith,
Doug Burch, Miko Wodenieyer,
Bandlee Scharfswordt, RonSolo=
man, Dhyllis Wodemoyer,
George 'Tickell, and Tommy
Davls,

‘o #econd one = acl play
prosentation (8 "'Tho Buccesss
ful Life of 3", This play Is une
dor the druction of Cocll Lue
Do, o senior dramn major
at Baylor, The cast ol "The
Buccossful Life of 3" lncludes
Mary Doth 8lmclk, Klinboer Cox,
and Grady Deloore, Although
this play 18 nol witerod i slule
compoetition {t will be performed
on the MCC campus later inthe
somesnter along with " A Cosne

ference teams,

Going back afewyears, Coach
James Burroughs recalls the
Hightanders acquired DeGrate
by accident, After a three-day
stay at Prairie View on a foot-
ball scholarship, DeGrate de-
cided to enroll at MCC, where
he tried out for the basketball
team. ‘‘We tried him out, but

he was in terrible shape,’’ sald

Coach Burroughs, **Wetold him
to come back at midterm and
we would take another look at
him."

Working hard that semester
on building himself into good
physical condition, DeGrate
proved how much he really
wanted to play, ‘‘He came back
to us at midterm and looked so
good we gave him a scholara
ship,”’ said Burroughs.

Burroughs remembers that in
the first game Simpson was all
over the court blocking shots,
stealing balls, and hitting the
net from all sides,

Joining with top athletes like
Kelth Curlee, who is now playe
ing for Baylor, DeGrate led the
Highlanders to their 22-14 sea«
son record in 1968 - 69, His
freshman year, DeGrate scored
659 points, an avergae of 17,1
per game, He set two school
records with 26 rebounds inone
game and 504 rebounds for the
season, anaverageof 14 a game,
And, of course, he didevenbet=
ter his second season, MCC’s
game with Angelina proved to
be DeGrate’s greatest moment
of glory during his sophomore
year with the Highlanders, De~
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SIMPSON DEGRATE

Grate set an all - time single
game school scoring record
with 41 points, and is credited
with almost single=handedly de~
feating Angelina, His linedriv=-
ing ump shots made the basket
ring that night. Using an assort=-
ment of jump shots, layups, and
hooks DeGrate recorded 26
points in the first half. and
pumped In 15 more during the
last half,

DeGrate was named all-con-
ference and was chosen to the
Region V all-tournament after
his outstanding performance in
the playofls,

As soon as the season ended,
the big recruiting battle for
Simpson began. ARer considere
ing the many offers, DeGrate
chose TCU, ‘‘We're pleased to
have a man of DeGrate’s ability
on our side,'’ said Frog Coach
Johnny Swaim, *We're depend-
ing on Simpson and the other
junior college transfers a lot
this year,'’ said the coach,

For those at MCC who know
Simpson DeGrate and have seen
him play, and also for those
who have not seen him play,
Feb, 23 is your chance to catch
him in an encore performance,

It will be a crucial Southwest
Conference clash for both TCU
and Baylor, Coming home may
inspire DeGrate to more
‘‘roundball magic,"

Needs Of Campus Musicians
Met By Adding New Personnel

landling the needs of the
growing number of musicians
at MCC warrantod tho services
of David M, Hoolen and Cruz
Mendoza, who both camo to
MCC last fall,

The concertband, whichnume
bers 35, andthe jazzband, nume
boring 10, comprises any per-
sons who have playod in u band
previously and have an intorost
in the field of music, Thebands
strive to pluy curront musle,
which crontes an Incentive for
loowl organizalions lo usk for
tha bands' perforinunces,

Last somester the concert
band played for the Lighthouse
For the Blind, and the jurz
group porformed at the Regls
and for the Chambor of Come
morco, Thyoughout tho baskole
ball soason, the turge bund supe
ports the collego ot all local
games,

The juze bund plays for the
Lions Club Feb, 17 and hopes
to attond the atuto = wido high
sctioo] through foureyuar cole
leges compotition st Wharlon
Junior Colloge on March 10«20,
loth groups have boon nekedby
Temple Junlor Colloge to ox=
change concorts in April,

Later In the semester the
bands will bo performing al loe
cal high schools wilh recruit=
Ing purposes in mind, Muslo
scholarships are available ot
MCC for nolonly music majors,
but nlao any other (nlorvsled

hulf of thelr tuition for particie
pating in one band, and full tuie
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tion Is pald if members of both
concert and stage band,

MUSIC INSTRUCTOR Crux Mendoza rulioarses with agroupot his
band sludonts In one of the praotice rooms in the Fine Arts Builde
ing, Mondoa, along with David Yooten, both came as new music
lnatructors to MCC last fall,  Blaying the saxephone s Rhillp
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Holiday!

. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1971

- JC Week Fixed
" By Gov. Smith

Now Wears TCU Purple gl

The week of Feb,14-20, 1971
has been designated as Junior
College Week by Gov. Preston
Smith. Gov. Smith fixed his sig=
nature to an official memorane=
dum declaring this week as Jun-
jor College Week.

According to the memoran-
dum, the junior college is 2
unique American institution.
The notlce went on to say that
the growth and success of the
two-year college movement in
Texas is one of the most signi=
ficant developments In educa-
tion the state has experienced
and has contributed significant=
ly to the position of natlonal
leadership and recognition,

Figures releasedinthe meme
orandum state that in 1961 the
number of students enrolled in
public two = year colleges in
Texas was about 39,000, In the
Fall of 1970, student enrollment
had almost tripled, with more
than 112,000 students now en=
rolted in community colleges
across the state, By 1980 pub-
lic two-year institutions are ex=-
pected to enroll morethan 262,=
000 students, or 60 per cent of
all college freshmen and sopho=
mores in Texas,

Smith said in the memoran-
dum that the role of community
colleges in the forward proge
ress of our state has been uni-
que, and their continued devel-
opment is important for the
wellsbeing of our soclety and
economy,

Election Code

Continued from Page 1

Johnson pointed out that many
of the candidates in the most
recent olectlon were not even
aware of election regulations,
A suggestion was made that a
test be given each candidate
concerning the electlon regula=
tions, Membors of the hearing
also decided that studenti’s
grades be checkod enough in
advance before tho campaign
gots Into full swing, Several
candidatos were disqualified
bocauso of inadequate grade
averages afler they had givon
their campaign spoeeches,

Sovoral olher proposals wore
made for tho new code. One
idea wog lo extend tho voting
hours Into (he night cluss por=
Jod, Another was to ralse the
numbor of election judges from
three Lo seven - five students
and two facully moinbers, or
give the job of judging elections
to the Supremo Court,

A propossl was also put forth
{o glve the prosidomt powor (o
appoint an Interlm governmont
to hold temporary office if the
noed arlses, For two wooksthe
studont government wans upable
to hinction bocauseelght roproe
sontatlves failod and aquorum
to conduct businoss did not oxe
Int,

Finul ralification of these
changes and proposals will bo
carried out at a lnter dato,

0
Due to TJETA Gonvention
in Dallan, ne olasses will
b hold Friday,
Fobruary 19,
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