














-~

Highland Herald

(6)

Entertainment/News

Opera workshop chooses leads for
production of ‘H.M.S. Pinafore’

By PATRICK KING and
TERI LYN EISMA

The MCC Opera Workshop,
in connection with the MCC
Drama  Deparimeni, has
chosen the leading characters
for Gilbert and Sullivan’s
“H.M.S. Pinafore.”

Out of 17 who showed on
Monday, Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. in the
Performing Arts Center with
their prepared arias, 11 re-
ceived the lead roles.

The leading soprano, Jose-
phine, will be played by Cheryl
Anderson, who is a commercial
music major from Killeen; the
leading man, Ralph Rackstraw,
will be played by Glenn Beals;
Captain Corcoran, Josephine's
ward, by John Ross and Sir Jo-
seph Porter, ruler of the
queen’s navy, will be played by
Phillip Keltner,

Also, Dick Deadeye will be
played by David Dow, a mem-
ber of the Waco Civic Chorus
and a local physician who is
also a member of the Interna-
tional Gilbert and Sullivan soci-
ety and has sung “H.M.S. Pina-
fore” on three different occa-
sions.

The role of Little Buttercup
is double cast; it will be played
by Susan Jasperson and Sue
Connor. Also double cast is the
role of Hebe, Sir Joseph's cous-
in. That role will be played by
Elisia Sevier and Belinda
Honea.

Bill Bobstay, the first mate,
will be played by Brian Mathis.
Boatmate Bob Beckett will be
played by Bill Dietz, who is a
student at Waco High.

In the production “Josephine
is betrothed to marry Sir Jo-
seph but, she doesn’t love him.
It's one of those ‘it would be
good for the family' type of
thing. But she’s really in love
with Ralph. They have this
thing going on and try to es-
cape--boy loves girl-like a
‘Romeo and Juliet,” said Lise
Landsfeld, opera instructor and
vocal coach for the production.

Their dilemma is finally re-
solved when Little Buttercup
reveals a long-lost family se-
cret, so that the loving couple
can marry in the end.

“IU’s a typical British come-
dy, timely for the period it was
written,” said Landsfeld. Some
of the jokes were funny for the
year 1878, when Sir William S.
Gilbert wrote the play, but the
jokes “may have to be rewrit-
ten” so today’s audience can
understand them, she added.

The directors gave roles in
the moving chorus to some re-
maining auditioners, They are
not the main singers or dancers
and they must “be very, very
invisible,"” Landsfeld said. The
moving chorus includes Sarah
Hibbard, Kamlin Martin, Brent
Wiese, Steve LeMay, Jo Rush,
Bridget Otte and Susan Ander-
son.

The early auditions give the
directors a chance to meet
with the leads and instruct
them first on the harder songs
so the actors can concentrate
on the acting and blocking
more fully, Landsfeld said.

Landsfeld has great expecta-
tions for the lead singers. “I've
worked with most of them be-
fore,” during her work in opera
workshops and the like, she
said. She describes them as
“uninhibited” and “imagina-
tive.”

The MCC Chorale will be
part of the chorus in this prod-
uction in lieu of having a regu-
lar spring concert.

“It takes a better trained
choir than you normally see in
a normal musical or opera,”
said Donald Balmos, MCC Cho-
rale director.

“We're going to have sepa-
rate auditions for others who
are interested in the chorus on

New president selected

(continued from page 1)

Two other advisory groups,
the Association of Community
College Trustees (ACCT) and a
group of professors from the
University of Texas were also
involved in the process.

The Presidential Search Ad-
visory Committee (PSAC),
which was formed in July to as-
sist the board of trustees in the
selection, played a “very sig-
nificant role,” according 1o
Ball.

PSAC  members include
Ramon Aleman and Willic
Hobbs, administration; John
Burton, Marylin Kelly and Don
McCauley, faculty;, Mary Lou
Kamas, classified personnel,
and student feff Leuschner.

Also on the PSAC were
board members Lawrence
Johnson and Norma Podet
(Podet was later succeeded by
board member Danny Upt-
more).

Narrowing the fleld

After the ACCT advisory
committee narrowed the appli-
cants to 18 candidates, the
PSAC further cut down the
ficid of candidates to five, in-
cluding cventual choice Dennis
Michaelis.

The five were chosen by a
point system, in which PSAC
members ranked all 18 candi-
dates.

From Nov. J0-Dece. 4, the
presidential candidates visited
Waco to meet with Ball and the

Board of Trustees.

Herman Betke, vice presi-
dent of business services, “took
each candidate on a tour of the
campus,” according to Ball.

In addition to the tour, Ball
met with each candidate, and
following this each candidate
was interviewed by the board.

“The Board of Trustees had
dinner with ecach candidate,
and this went on for five nights
in a row,” Ball said.

Then there were two

In December, the board an-
nounced that they had nar-
rowed the selection to two can-
didates, Dr. Michaelis, presi-
dent of Paris Junior College
and Monte Blue, president of
San Jacinto Central Campus.

March 16-17. Then I'll be work-
ing with the chorus during the
day here and then those outsid-
ers who will be in it will be re-
hearsing at night slarting the
week of March 21,” Balmos
said.

“During that time we'll be
blocking the show--working
with the leads, working with
the chorus, and then we'll bring
everybody in starting about the
second week in April,” he said.

“We’'ll have 25 pieces in the
orchestra, including strings.
They'll be in the pit and they'll
be entirely covered, actually
like being in a separate room,”
Balmos said.

“They will be miked — the
singers will not be miked but
the orchestra will be miked
since the sound is going to be
covered. And then that sound
will come out both to the house
and also will be fed through the
monitor system backstage so
the singers can hear it because
one of the reasons is the set
calls for a ship out over the or-
chestra pit,” he said.

~ “So there’s going to be one
little hole for me to conduct
through so that the singers can
see me.”

“H.M.S. Pinafore” will be
presented Wednesday, April 27-

May 1 in the Performing Arts
Center.

A team of four people, in-
cluding board members James
Hardwick and C. Ray Perry,
faculty member Don
McCauley, and administrator
Willie Hobbs visited the cam-
puses of the finalists on Jan. 19
and 22.

“Both candidates had very
good responses from their
staff, and each had the overall
support of the administrative
staff at his present college,”
Hobbs said.

Ilobbs added that MCC has
selected “the best person we
possibly could for the position.”

[Following the visits to each
candidate’s campus, the board
mel in executive session to dis-
cuss the selection. The board
voted to offer a contract o
Michaelis, and necarly 10
months of uncertainty ended.
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CAREFUL, DON'T DRIP. Renea Fowlkes adds color to a banner
at the Student Government sign painting party Friday night.

Ensemble to perform
Wednesday at 8 p.m.

By BRUCE CUMMINGS

Students interested in trom-
bone music will be able to at-
tend a free concert by the Ba-
roque Trombone Ensemble,
which will perform Wednesday
at 8 p.m. in the Performing
Arts Center.

The ensemble is composed
of Dr. William Haskett, MCC
fine arts chairman; John
Meyer, a trombone instructor
at Baylor; Randall Mitchell of

Texas Wesleyan university and

Andrew Russell from the Uni-

versity of Texas at Arlington.
They will be assisted by

Joanne Erwin, cello, and John
Woods, harpsichord, both of
Dallas Baptist University; and
Thomas Woods, baritone, of
Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary.

Other performances sched-
uled for the group include The
College Band Directors Na-
tional  Association  Regional
Convention in Fort Worth and
the Texas Music [Kducators As-
sociation Convention in San An-
tonio.

Additionally, Haskett said he
hopes the group will be able to
perform at the International
Trombone Association Conven-
tion next year in Chicago.

Community members explain Michaelis’ influence

By The Highland Herald Staff

When  Japanese  exchange
student Yuricka flayashi was
seleeted Homecoming Queen of
Paris Junior College and her
father could not escort her (a
tradition at INIC), a willing and
able substitute stepped in —
Dr.  Dennis  Michaelis,  the
school’s president.

What makes this story spe-
cigh to MCC? On Jan. 27, Mich-
aclis was selected 1o serve as
MCC's next president.

Michaelis touched the lives
of severdl in the community
and one thing is evident — he
will be missed in Parcks just as
much as he will be welecomed
here,

Students, Taculty and admin-
istrators, and community lead-
ers in Pans were interviewed
IFriday by 18 editors and report-
ers of the Highland Herald to
discover how Michaelis has af-
fected thedr lives and the im-
pact he has made on their
sehool and community.

students lke him

“Dr. Michaelis  has  heen
veally close Lo ous, he's all for
the students)” said Don Y-
brough, student by president
and ujewelry major at 1,

Junnell Willis, student vice
president, agreed, “le's very
student oriented, e (rys (o
lenrn the names and got 1o
know the students, He lkes to
tulk to students.”

Among the things Michaoelis
has done nt PJC, the two po-
ported, are 1o provide extrn
funds  for  the  Homecoming
celebration, 1o add emphasis in
reeruiting students (both rosi-
dent and forelgn), ad 1o sup-
port  health-relted  programs
such as blood drives i jog-
pinge and walking paths on eqm-

g r

"Dr. Michaelis is a very
close friend, you can always
talk te him about a problem.
Ie's there to be your friend as
much as your president,” Yar-
hrough said.

“You can talk to him about
things other than those related
o school, his recognition of sta-
dents really makes you feel
good," Willis added.

"I'm going to miss his per-
sonality, It shines through the
people who work for him onto
the students,” she said.

Improvements noted

Lynn Rhodes, faculty presi-
dent and o counselor at PJIC,
siid he feels his campns will
miss Dr. Michaelis.

“Michaelis made a 1ot of
changes in the area of student
services,”  Such  changes  in-
cluded ereating o vice presi-
dent's position on the Student
serviees Counddl and improving,
dormitory faeilitics,  said
IRhodes, o retived  Air Force
pllot who has heen at PJC Tor
12 years,

Lynn Rhudos

“"Astronger emphasis was
put on recruiting students after
Michaclis entered the adminis-
tration,” said Rhodes. During
the time Michaclis was presi-
dent of PJC enrollment re-
mained at i consistent level,

Rhodes added, “Dr. Mich:
aclis was concerned with the
lack of student advising going
on at PJC and as a resalt
started the IFaculty  Advisory
Committee”

An attorney’s perspeetive

Although Michaelis came to
Paris Junior College when the
school — was  in  financial
straights, he helped the college
grow and excel, according 1o
Don MeLaughlin, attorney for
the college for the past 20
YOurs,

McLaughlin said  Michaelis
surrounded  himself  with  a
competent stafl, e insisted
that  quality  edueation e
tuught to all students. Being a
strong man maorally, Michaelis
expecets the same of the sty
dents. He has also participated
in community affairs, and is
glad to do whateyer he is called
on 1o do, MeLaughlin said.,

Michaclis hus worked hard
to-encournge the feeling that
P'uris Junjor College belongs to
the community and (hat he
wants the comnunity 1o be g
part of the school, MeLaughlin
siid. e gave examples of how
IV has provided o jogging
track and other fueilities for
puhlie use,

MceLaughling whao I8 proesi-
dent of the Rotary Club in
which Michnoelis Is o momber,
adimlres Michaolis's fortheight-
ness, ddding that one always
know what one's position was.
e also likes his sonse of
humaor,

“We gave i hed e
our meeting aftor we hoard he

was coming down there (to
Waco), and he took it pretty
good,” MclL.aughlin said.

In spite of his busy schedule
as a college president, Mich-
aclis found time to be an active
Rotarian, especially in - club
projects dealing  with  yonth
leadership and scholarship, ac-
cording to McLaughlin.

A community leader

Mher  Michaelis — qualities
such as a “high sense and con-
corn in matters of heautifica-
tion" were mentioned by Pt
Ryan, recently-retired cham-
her of commerce manager of
20 years.

Michacelis, who served a
three-year term on the cham-
her's board of directors and as
vice president of the com-
munity development  couneil,
wilts "energelic, quite incisive,
and had [)ruvticul suggestions
and ideas.” Ryan said.

Michaelis was instramental
in several spectfie projects, ac-
cording to Ryan. In his less
than five yoars in Paris, Mich-
aelis helped:

e cnlirge o streteh of high-
wiy south of Parls to four
lanes,

e nttract several industries
to s including o Kimberly-
Clark and Winzen Internntion-
l.

e hring a commuter airiine
to serve Paris,

According to Ryan, Mich
nells' greatest cantribuntions to
Paris  were  his  progressive
mavemonts in the coommunity.

“T think you are getting 4
waorlhy sueeessor,” he snbd.

An netive ehurchmim

“Dennds is vory competitive
and self-motivated .7 sadd Dre,
Louis  Novak, pnslur of the
IFivst Christinn Chureh i Pavls,

adding  that  Dr.  Michaclis
comes to worship almost cvery
Sunday and is “very active
within the church.”

Besides serving as an elder
for two years and chairman for
the search committee  that
hired Novak, Michaclis  also
aided in the distribution of
communion o the homebound
and hospitalized members of
the congregation.

“And he is always looking tor
new wiys 1o keep young ones
in the chureh,” said Novak, who
siid that Michaelis had taught
a Sunday school class for high
school students.,

When one of the chureh's
prominent leaders died, Mich-
aclis stepped in, along with
athers, to pick up the reins of
serviee, Noviak said.

“The people in the chureh
look to him for advice and decel-
stons,” safd Novak. “lHe is al-
wiys coming up with new ideas
and he never gives ap,” said
Novik,

e will make a greal con-
tribution 10 Waeo and o
McLennan - Commonnity — Col-
lege," he sald,

The dean's viewpolut

Dr. Michaells “began to ad-
dress the future” when he first
nrrived ol Paris, "He gave new
direction to the planning pro-
cess,"  sald Dwight  Chaney,
longtime  academie  dean  at
P,

"When Michnells enme  to
arts, ho emphasizod other di-
rections in the planning process
of the now eriteria for most of
the community colleges,” ox-
plnined Chanoy.

*Michaolls I8 more a liheral
arts/humanitarbim administra.
tr with o student involvement
bucekground. Ho s always will-
ing 1o help out angl tnke oul

time for the students here. For
example, he is involved in the
student  government and in
awarding of scholarships for
students,” said Chaney.

Michaelis has an open door
policy for both students and
faculty that is often utilized,
said Chaney, and the deans are
given much leeway in running
their progriuns.

Dwight Chaney
When  asked  about Mich-
aelis's  more  personal  side,

Chaney said the nim 18 com-
mitted to positive results. e
helieves it is that commitment
which couses  Michaells, an
wvid ranner, 1o e extromely
health-consclons. Chanoy  also
st Michaells thinks it is un-
healthy 1o take one's work (oo
soeriously.

"He relatos 1o the real world
o tind ean ompathizo with ad-
versity,” the dean snid,

"I have  mixed omotions
(nhout his move 1o Wacea), I'm
always gl 1o see somebmdy
hetter himsolf, hut ' going (o
miss him,"”




