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Tales from The Convention Zone

Pardon me, but your dragon is showing!

Jaded? Bored?
Want adventure?
Try the Chateau d’ If.

—Jack Vance

By MARK LUCAS

Last weekend I had the good fortune to attend the annual
Texas Inlercollegiate Press Association convention held in
Huntsville. I know! I have the official Spring 1986 T-shirt to
prove it.

Shortly after dawn, two or three hours at the most, on
Thursday morning I was bodily yanked from my Arthurian
daydream by the familiar honk of the Scotmobile.

That sleek-bodied, baby blue Plymouth with a perma-
nently installed cooler and a strategically placed rust col-
ored primer spot had pulled up without my noticing.

Shortly thereafter with the car loaded down and a reasur-
ring slosh in the forementioned cooler we were on our way
to lluntsville, or so I thought.

Little did I know then that the Scotmobile was to be side-
tracked to a place that seemed to be bul was in fact not
Huntsville, but in essence another side of reality known as
The Convention Zone.

That was the first time I remember hearing the sinister
organ music that was to plague us the entire convention.

The second time I heard that music, which seems to come
from everywhere and nowhere at the same time, was at the
registration desk of the hotel. It was at that moment I real-
ized that we were not to stay at the lloliday Inn, but in real-
ity we were to stay at the Chateau d’ If.

The Chateau is an extension of a person’s subconcious
mind in conjunction with with their imagination, or at least
that’s my personal theory in the whole matter (though I've

At the Chateau all of your hopes, dreams, and fantasies
cease to be such and instead become realities. Naturally |
went back to my Arthurian daydream interrupted some
hours before by the untimely arrival of the Scotmobile. In
keeping with good or at least mediocre journalstic style I
will attempl to paraphrase parts of said daydream.

And so it was proclaimed by the herald Buckner that we
were to assemble that first night for a meal provided and a
time of revelry and dancing.

Being that it was an informal affair I discarded my great
cloak with it’s badges of honor sometimes referred to by the
ignorant masses, who do not have Arthurian daydreams, as
rock and roll buttons. In keeping with tradition Patrick like-
wise discarded his ivory torc called by mundane fools a bow
tie.

As we entered the great hall I again heard a score of sinis-
ter keys struck as the doorman asked to see my meal ticket
and identification. Such an incident barely slowed my for-
ward advance to the buffet which was to be the first of many
free meals either provided or scarfed.

The period of good music and quality dance time which
followed the meal was enough for some of us to take it upon

ourselves to stay and close that baby down in the wee hours
o' the morn.

With the dawning of a new day (Friday to be exact) came
early calls of awaken from the herald Buckner. Afterwards
came an incredibly bad repast and a series of seminars that
I'm convinced were designed to further confuse our already
befuddled minds. Coupled with a free lunch the day was al-
most as enjoyable as the meal provided by the hotel bar in
the guise of free hors d’'oeuvres.

Which brings us to the purpose behind this narrative—The
night. The night was one to remember for it contained all the
elements of a great saga: romance, chivalry, demons,
dragons, and of course the fair maid Marion, a name bor-
rowed from the old Robin Hood tales.

Such is the saga of this particular Dark Knight who wore
an ivory torc on blackest black under a great cloak with its

ever present five badges of honor to the revel held by the
residents of the valley.

It was on that eve that this Dark Knight discovered and
did many things. He found romance with the fair maid Mar-
ion of the northern lands, he fought his dragon, and discov-
ered her demon which she likewise fought, but did not de-
feat. He saw a king dethroned and saw his faithful squire as
a person for once as the king lay in agony on the mosaic
tiles.

With the dawning of a new day I awoke not really re-
freshed in the Holiday Inn. I still felt somewhat jaded by all
that I‘had seen, by all that I had felt, and by ali that I had
experienced on the eve before, Marion I left with my most

precious badge of honor the one altered by the Cantrell and
what I hope are good memories.

She left me with much more, a bare patch on my great
cloak, the opportunity to face my greatest demon and win,
and the reason this narrative had 1o be written, for I had
found that I am not the knight in my Arthurian daydream

and there is nothing one can say to himself or another the
next day.

When I was asked later that day after the awards cere-
mony what I had learned at the convention, I said “nothing

in the seminars,” because what I learned I learned through
personal experience.

I learned that there is still beauty, truth, and integrity still
left in the world even though it is often buried’ beneath a
mountain of deceit. I also found some semblance of a morale
in that before we can be honest with each other we must
first be honest with ourselves. Most importantly, however, I
learned that The Chateau d’ If is real, but to find it one must
not search too dilligently.

been wrong before).

New band plays rock’n roll

By MARK LUCAS

On any given night Cameron
Park will be alive with sounds
that are simply thought of as
part of the park by most peo-
ple, but one Saturday night
stands out in my mind as a
night where sounds unique to
the park were abundant.

Such sounds as applause,
screaming guitars, and real
live rock and roll. Not just rock
music, but good time rock and
roll, the kind that you hear on
stations like KRQX out of Dal-
las.

In a virtual sea of rythmn
and blues or country and west.
ern music being played by live
bands in Waco, a new local
band called IFlashback has sur-
faced.

This four man band is made
up of local talent and plays a
variety of 1960s and 1970s rock
and roll music.

Jody Dworacek, a former
MCC commereial musie  stu-
dent plays drums, Seott “Nuke”
Nelson plays lead guitar, John
“Ifah” Ilabiszewski plays bass
guitar, and Ken Young is lead
vocalist and plays the rhythm
guitar,

With the exceeption of Young,
most of the band hegan playing
abont cight years ago, mainly
in the Temple and Belton area.

Dvoracek began playing
mainly country with bands
such as Dallas, Maggie Nettles,
and Pyramid, and with two
rock bands, Spector and Tymp-
est, which included both Nelson
and Fabiszewski.

Dvoracek has played in vari-
ous clubs which include Billy
Rob's in Ft. Worth, and differ-
ent Austin clubs such as Coun-
try Palace, and Frank's Lake-
view Inn.

Dvoracek and Nelson played
together in Pyramid, before
Nelson went on to form his own
band called Nuke Nelson and
the Ifallouts,

Young is the most inexperi-
enced member of the band as
far as live performances go. lle
has done studio work and sung
in church and folk choirs.

According to Dvoracek the
logic behind playing their type
of music is that popularity of
such shows like David Letler-
man, which regularly features
older songs hy Paul Schacffer,
and KRQX, a Dallas station
that plays only vintage rock
music, has increased public in-
terest in older rock.

“It is easier to get & younger
audience Lo listen Lo older stuff
than it is to get an older audi-
ence to listen to something that
Madonna or someonce like her
would sing," Dvoracek said,

_“We've got our market
picked out and we think it's a

pretty good market--the 60s and
70s,” he said.

_ Flashback plays a variety of
kinds of music ranging from
Jimi Hendrix to Z Z Top. Aero-
smith, Led Zepplin, The Who,
and Steppenwolf are also art.
15ts whose work is featured by
the band.

Flashback performs one
original song which is a col
laboration of all the band mem-
bers called “Street Fightin’
Man.”

Band members said they
hope to play in a 200 mile cir-
cuit with Waco as their base,
with their sights on Austin and
San Antonio.

Their first gig in Cameron
Park was a dry run for the
hand that drew a crowd of
about 130 attracted by flyers
the band passed out in popular
hangouts for Waco's younger
crowd], like Airport PPark.

MCC students will have the
opportunity to sce, and hear,
Flashback during the 1) a.m.
hour on April 25 when they will
present a minj-concert to help
MCC celebrate its 19th annual
Highland Games.

By PATRICK KING -

The MCC Opera Workshop
will present “The Stoned
Guest” by P.D.Q. Bach April 17

10 a.m. in the Fine Arts Thea-
tre. '

“The Stoned Guest" is a
spoof of several famous operas
such as "Don Giovaani,” “Car-
men,” and “The Marriage of
Figaro."

In unreality, P.D.Q. Bach is a
fictitious character who was

and 19 at 8 p.m,, and April 18 at .

‘Stoned Guest slated at MCC’®

supposed to have been the “last
and least” of Johann Sebastion
Bach’s 20-odd children, accord-
ing to creator-composer-ar-
ranger Peter Schikele.-

The cast of “The Stoned
Guest” include Antigone Over-
street and Katherine Slau-
baugh as Donna Ribalda, Be-
linda Whitehead and Odelia
Stern as Carmen Ghia, Luis
Navarro and John Ross as Don
Octave, and Johnny Monte-
mayor and Donald Robertson
as Il Commendaloreador.

Other -cast members include
Robert Sowder, Glenn Bealls,
Judy Lawson, Dorothy Wright
and Regina Fannin.

Opera instructor Lise Uhl is
providing the stage direction.
Musical director and accompa-
nist is Gail Geary while Brad
Segal will provide trombone
and slide whistle music. Steve
Peters is In charge of scenery.

Admission to each of the per:
formances is free.

Balmos to work on DMA at UT

By PATRICK KING

Donald Balmos, MCC choir
instructor, will be working on
his doctoral of musical arts de-
gree at the University of Texas
at Austin this fall.

Balmos began the degree
cight years ago.

“I'm just at the final stages.
I've completed all of my course
work, the language require-
ment and the residency re-
quircment, and several of the
exams. What T hope to be doing
the semester that I'm down
there is finishing one final
exam and heginning the actual
writing or the research and the

preliminary work on the trea-
tise,” he said,

“Ihen, in the spring, when
I'm back here in Waco, T hope
to complete the writing to be
finished with it by the summer

A DMA is a “performer’'s
doctorate,” Balmos said, add-
ing that “the main difference
between (a Ph.D. and a DMA)
is that the final dissertation
consists of performances in
addition to i writlen paper,
whereas a Ph.D, consists of
just a written paper.”

lle said that there are three
parts to obtaining the doctor-
ate, including a lecture demon-
stration dealing with the writ-
ten paper, which is generally
on the music of a particular
choral composer. “Then 1
would perform some of those
works and do a lecture demon-
stration,” Balmaos sald.

The University of Texas,
Austin, and North Texas State
University at Denton are the
only two institutions which
offer a doctorate in music, Bal-

THE MCC DANCE CO. for 1085-08 aro left {0
right on the hottom row, Josalca Davila, L1, Sue
Kuykendnll, Capt. Amandn Rodriguox, Lt
Candico Shorldan, and Pam McGuffoy, On the
socond row loft to right nro Melnnio Brown,
Chearyl Eitel, Jonnifor, Tindell, Christie Parker,

Jackio Rau, and Eva Cufloe. On the third row lofl
to right are Melanie Lamb, Audra Danlols, and
Rhonda McWilliams, and on top is Cathorine
Mynarcik. Mombhors not plotured nre Lisn
Vannor and Aleishia Moyor.

of '87," Balmaos said.

mos saidl.

Zoo employee speaks

Stave Campbell of the Cen-Tex Zoo spoke to Alphn Sigma
Phi and hrought an emu to show tho members of the Science
Club at their meoeting on April 3,

The club adopled an otter and also donated some money
towards the buililing of a pen to house the atter at the 2o,

Tho Science Club meots every first and third Wednesdays
of each month at 10 a.m. in SB208. Bob Ford is the sponsor of
the club,

Scholarship applications due

Schalarship applications for the McLennan Community
Collego 10817 schaol year are heing aceoptod in the finan-
cinl nids offico.

Scholarships are provided by many local individuals,
cltbs, organizations and memorials in amounts ranging from
$100 per somester to full titlon and feos, Applications are
due April 1K and awards will bo mado by May 2,

Students may also apply for o Pell Grant, which providos
foderal assistunce for persons domonstriting finaneinl noewd,
or o Texas Guarnnteed Student Loan, Loan monios (plus in-
torost), must e patd back, while the aothor forms of finanelnl
do not roquire ropuyment,

Interested curront or prospective MCC students may ob-
tin applientions by calling 7506551 oxL. 307 or by visiting the
finaneinl adds offiee, Jocated on the third floor of the MCC
Stidont Contor,

lle said that although he has
looked at several ideas for a
topic, he has not chosen one.
“I'll have to wait until I'm actu-
ally down there to meet with
the committee and make sure
someone clse hasn't already
gotten that topic,” Balmos
added.

Balmos said that he looks
forward to doing the work this
fall, but does not look forward
to going to Austin or UT “be-
cause I like Waco too much and
I'll miss being here.”

Balmos, completing  his
eighth year at MCC, said, “I'm
excited about having the oppor-
tunity and I'm very apprecia-
tive that the college has this
program to give to the faculty
members. After cight years it's
nice to have a bit of a change of
pace, a little breather, and to
do a little personal work. 1
think it's a way to recharge
one's hattery.”

All star game
(Continued fram page 4)

nett from Cisco, Angeln Jeans
from Western Texas, Kasi
Higps from Grayson, Ralisha
wins from Weatherford, and
the two players from MOCC,
Lowis and Davis.

Koron Graves, who received
all-conference  first  toam
honaors this season, suid he feols
oxcited ahout playing in the
gama far his firsttimo,

“T will bo ropresenting MCC
andd 1 really didn't expoct it he
sidd,

Graves soid that he prac-
tices overy day and hopoes “to
improve in my weak areas
through practicing.”

Upoen the complotion of this
somoster Graves plans on af.
tonding elther Toxas A&M or
tho University of Houston,

“It I8 0 gront hanor far those
lnyors and  they  recelvod
hoso  positioms  over  other
players  in - Rogion V."  said
Conel Roynolds.
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