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MCC Production of 'Becket' Lacks Polish

By Carroll Neighbours

The stained glass window shines
ominously above the gray stone,
mysteriously setting the mood for
“Beckel.”

““Becket,” by Jean Anouilh, is a moving,
intense and beautiful piece on the friend-
ship of two men. The MCC production of
“Beckel” is neither moving nor intense,
and anything but beautiful,

The play is set about 100 years after the
Norman invasion. Normans are the ruling
class and Saxons the underdogs. Henry II,
played by Kenneth O'Toole, is the
demanding, defensive and dependent King
of England. He despises being alone and,
therefore, leans on the companionship of
his friend, Thomas Becket, portrayed by
Jerry Jones.

Becket is cool, clearheaded and a Saxon.
Being a Saxon, he is looked down upon by
all the noblemen of England, except
Henry, who puts all his faith and trust in
Becket.

But Henry allows his love and trust too
much influence on his decisions. He makes
Becket Archbishop of Canterbury. Becket
cannot serve both the King and God. He
chooses God.

Henry i8 alone again.

He flies out at Becket in the rage of a
little boy. Becket flces to France in exile,
After a short span of time, he is allowed to
come hack to England under the protec-
tion of Henry.

But Becket is killed in the end, by three
of Henry’s Barons.

Becket is eventually made a saint and
lenry is forced to allow himself to be
reprimanded. His reprimand, being lashed
by Monks, forms the opening and closing
scenes of the play,

The best scene of the production involves
neither Becket nor llenry 1l

In this scena, the Pope, a conniving sort,
{n discussing his problems of England and
Beckot with a cardinal,

It is a purely comical sceno and I8
presented excellontly, Doug Burch, who
porirays the Pope In this scene, |8 con-
vineing and audible, which i8 more than
can be rald for most of the rest of tho cast,

Jones does a rather decent job of con-
vincing the audience he is Thomas Becket.
But when he lowers his tone of voice for the
more serious parts, he might as well be the
janitor. It really helps to hear what Becket
is saying.

Understandably, the acoustics in the
Fine Arts Theatre are not the best. But a
good actor takes into account the direc-
tions his voice will carry and adjusts his
stage tone accordingly. Jones has
neglected to do this and, therefore, much
of the impact of the play is lost,

But still, Jones is a convincing Becket. It
would be nice to see just how good he could
be if he could be heard.

O'Toole is not quite so convincing as
Henry II. He overacts just enough to blow
the entirc role. There arc places where he
is extremely good.

For example, when Henry receives the
letter informing him that Becket has
decided to serve God and not England,
0'Toole rants and raves like the little boy
with teo much power that Henry is,

But when Becket's mistress Gwendolyn

- kills herself before Henry can “have any

pleasure with her,”” he overacts to the
point of being sickening,

1t's obvious that O'Toole has talent, But
he should use it, not force it. lle really isn't
bad, but he could be so much better.

From this point on, the acting is strictly
downhill. One of the Barons, played by
Mike Beckham, is really protty good. In
fact he is g0 good, he makes the other two
Rarons look like beggars from the nelgh-
horhood poorhouse for bad acters,

He enunciates his words (at which even
O'Toole falls), and he never broaks
charactor,

This is a real achievement, considering
nearly overyone else runs in and out of
character like a schizophrenic,

Beckham, like O'Toole and Jonos, |8
noticeably talented. Bul he, toa, could he
better. As with the entire production,

Tho next in the line of fire |8 one of the
Barons, identity unknown, 1e {8 lucky he
hus not yot been recognized with that

conspicuous Toxas drawl in that very
English play.

Although it helps, having an English
accent 18 not extremely important,
Professional—yes, important—no. Bul
saylng ‘'man’* with threo syllables ia a
little ridiculous. Thank goodness he has
very [ow lines,

It {8 hard enough to koep frem with the
fow words ho does say, Shame on James
Henderson, director, for not thinking of

Members of Speech Department Attend

Members of the Spooch Department
attended n tournament at Southwost Toxan
State Univorsity In San Marcos Nov. 16
and 17. 1t was MCC's boat tournament
since 1907}, sald Mra. Ann larrell, speech
instructor,

Studonts who participated wore Miss
Karen Jontz, oy Armitage, Cosey
Bentloy, Miss April Warthen, Mrs, Janlo
Clark, Miss Lea Rob

bins, Steve Blackburn discuasion; Miss Higgs, uu]lont in poetry
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and Miss Juckio [liggs. All students are
freshmon oxcopt Mrs, Clark, who s a
sophomore,

Studonts who achieved recognition and
their ratings were Roy Armitage, ox-
cellent in extemporancous speaking;
Hentloy, excellent in discussion; Miss
Rohbins, excellent In poetry; Blackburn,
excollont in extemporaneous speaking and
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and superior in oratory; and Miss Wor-
thon, superior in junior division debate.
The Render's Theatre also performed at
tho tournament und received high ratings
from the critics,
The roading was a collection of writings
by Ogden Nash entitled ''Ogden, Thanka

*for the Laughtor, or My Wrinklea Wouldn't

Bo the 8ame Without the Laugh Lines."

Cast membors wore Miss Higgs, Mra.
Clark, Mins Jantz and Miss Rohbins, Mrs.
Harroll in the speech conch.

The critics said the renders had good
stago prescnce and scomed to genulnely
enjoy porfarming. They wore also com-
mended (or imaginative movemont and
the arrangoment of tho scvipt,

Tho debute tople this yoar s on the
enorgy crinin, Dobnto Is grouped into
unior and sonloy divislons, To bo oligible
or the junior division, # student cannot
excood two years of colloge dehate, Senlor
division is for students who have two or
mare years of college debanle,

Renders Thoatre Productions rom the
Temple Junior College and MCC spoech

this when ho chose the play.

There are some good points to the
production,

The "horses'’ are fantastic. In fact, they
could be considered ono the two best parts
of the play.

Other than that, tho play ia [alr. Net
food, not bad, just fair.

“Rockol” i8 the dreas shoe of the tuxedo.
MCC forget to pul on the polish.

Tourney

departmonts rremnted a program at 10
a.m. Nov, 28 in the HPE Lecture Hull.

The TJC productlon was "Me, the
Flurky' by Andrew Summeor, Tho script
containg both humorous and touching
statomonts derived from writings b
studonts al an Inner-city sachool for hi
achool dropouts in Houston about 1064,

MCC prosentud the same Ogdon Nash
readings they performed at the Southwent
Toxus tournament,

Tho program was sponsored by Plaid
Vosla. Approximatoly 30 people attonded
the Prolonlminn.

Throo tournumonta are achoduled for the
spring  somester. Jan. 10 through 20,
debators will attend the Annual Texns
Langharn Clnasle, Feb, 8, the Individual
Evonts Mestival will be at TIC, and later in
the woek, Feb. 11 and 12, the Daylor
Debinte Tournamont will bo at Baylor,

The State Tournainent will bo March 20
and 30 at Sun Jacinto Junior Colloge in
Paandena, A apecial prosentation com-
memornting the 80th anplversary of
Mickey Mouse will ho porformed.
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Art
Galleries,

Studios

Planned for
Cameron
House

A partially-enclosed art gallery is one of
the new features planned for the
renovation ol the Cameron House by the
Waco Creative Arts Center.

At the Sepl. 11 Board of Trustees
meeting the leasing of Cameron House to
Waco Creative Arts Center was approved.

“The agreement is. . .[or them to lease
this facility from us at no cost to them, a
no-money-type lease, and they've agreed
lo raise the money to renovate the house to
be used as an art center,” said Dr. Wilbur
Ball, president.

Under this lease, two conditions must be
met. First, the Board must approve plans
for the project; and second, the art center
must raise the money for the renovation
project.

Preliminary plans should be com-
pleted within the next few weeks. The
plans will probably be discussed at the
January Board meeting,

“They're bringing plans hefore the
Board of Trustees for our approval before
proceeding with construetion,” said Ball,

These plans, according to Mrs. Cullen
Smith of the Waco Creative Arts Center,
will utilize the spaciousness, Rooms
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will be restructured to accommodate
oflices, classes, studios and the gift shop.

*The gift shop is just a museum-type gift
shop. We do have our gift shop open at the
Waco Crealive Arts Center. . . .and I hope
you can encourage MCC students to do
their Christmas gift shopping there," Mrs.
Smith said.

The main room on the first floor will be
“multi-purpose’ and used for exhibits and
leetures.

The pool area will be converted into a
courtyard with two small pools and one

Membears of The Mason-Dixon Band, left to right are
Bitl Gammage, Larry Walker, Rodnoy Black,
Jimmy Jones, Ronnie Ragers, and Rob Barrington.
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somewhat larger pool. One side of the
arcade will be enclosed and used as an art
gallery. The poolhouse will also be an art
gallery.

“We won't know (about the cost) until
we receive hids from the contractors,”

snid Mrs, Smith, But she said they hope to-

raise “‘around $350,000."

Parking facilities are under construction
at present. Part of the area will be used by
the art center; the rest will be used by
MCC students and faculty,

“I'd say that they will use from one-
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fourth to onc-third of the spaces
provided,” said Ball.

Even when the campus was first located
here seven years ago, speculation arose
concerning the possible use of the
Cameron  House. Suggestions for
remodeling it into a dorm, a student
center, classrooms and faculty offices
were mentioned,

About two years ago MCC checked the
cost of renovation, said Rall. 1t was
estimated that cost would be ap-
proximately $88,000.

Mason-Dixon Band Benetits Fund

The newly formed Mason-Dixon Band in
Waeo is o little different from other area
bands,

Each of its six members has had no less
than eight years performing experience,
yet not 2 eent of their enrnings ns o group
will ever reach their pockets, Instead, the
money will be given to the Sandy Anderson
Fund.

Mrs. Anderson is & sophomore who
necds the money to help pay for an ex-
pensive operation next April,

The band is organized for the sole
purpose of playing benefits for Mrs, An-
derson.

“1 guess you eould say the whole thing
was my iden," said Bl Gammage,
nssocinto oditor of The Highland Herald
and organizer of The Mason-Dixon Bund.
"1 was Involved in Samly’s campuign
through the paper and it seemod liko o
gaed iden to get komo peoplo T knew could
play woad music and do free gigs 1o oarn
maney for her,"
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Drummer-vocalist for the group,
Gammage. o sophomore, has had past

experience playing with several groups
including The Edison Expansion, Freight
and Skydoy,

Sophomore  Rodney Black, former
singer for Sandusky and Skydog, does lead
vacals for the group along with Rob
Hurrington, o sophomore art  major,
Barrington's main experience has been in
the field of ncoustie musice,

Playing bass guitar is Larry Walker, an
ex-two year momber of the MCC stage
band and o one-lime participant in the
North ‘Texos  State  University nusie
program,

Ronnie Rogers, former guitariat for the
Knightsbridge Quintet, nnd  the Mike

IFageros Group, plays load guitar  for
the Mason-Dixon Band,

Also on lead guitar is former MCC
studont Jimmy Jonos who has dono studio
work in Las Vogus, Jonos has also por-
formed with area groups including
Knightsbridge Quintot, Quick and Skydog,

Student Grady Delfoare s the group's
Alnge nnd oquipment managor,

"Woseloet the music wo do with the sole
purpose of pleasing ne many people us
posuible,” sald Gammagoe, "'Kvoeryone In
the group has had experionce In all typos
of munie, An b rosull, wo do rhythin and
hhes und roek-nnd-rall with some soul anl
country-westorn thrown in,"

The Mason-Dixon Band will give ils firat
pevformance Saturday In the Markin High
Kehaol Activity Center and is available for
hooking toth  during  the weok and
woeokoends,

Orguntizations Interostod In hiving the
group may cantnet Mes, Carolyn Dodaon,
director of campus publioations, at 70
(0081, oxtonkion 405 ar 4,















