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Cult classic, movie, stage
‘Little Shop’ comes toMCC

By LINTON S, MILLER

The drama department’s prod-
uction of *Little Shop of Horrors”
is almost ready for opening night
Oct. 12.

Before taking in the play some
people might want Lo see one or
both of the movie versions,

The original movie version was
directed by Roger Corman in 1960.
The story is a classic black
comedy involving nerdy Seymour
Krelbourn's discovery of a weird-
looking plant that craves sunlight,
water, and human flesh.

Seymour's discovery initially
brings him good fortune but soon
he soon realizes that he is doing lil-
tle more than making a paet with
the devil.  (bfAchieves
status(nm/c

For many years, this film was

cull

Highlights include three Su-
premes-like singers, called “Sho-
pettes,” commenting on the action
like a doo-wop chorus, Steve Mar-
lin's role as an Klvis look-alike,
sadistic dentist gone mad is a high-
light of the film.

Several calchy tunes are in the
film, including “Feed Me,” “Sud-
denly Seymour,” and the Academy
Award-nominated “Mean Green
Mother From Outer Space.”

When Audrey 11, the plant, getls
REALLY mean and monstrous,
with super special effeets, it 1s
quite a sight to behold.

Stage version difierent

The play is quile different from
both of the movie versions. llolly-
wood has the ability (and money)
1o change sels and scenery as

Fntertainment
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Bl Massive man-eater enjoys
growing success on stage

By DARIN BROCK

Standing almost nine feet high
and five feel wide, Audrey IT is an
ominous sight on the MCC stage.
The famous c¢haracter actor will
be playing the part of the man-eat-
ing plant in this week’s production
of “Little Shop of Horrors.”

This stage gianl has carved a
name for himself by portraying
plants on stage. Ilired by director
lL.ou Lindsey, the plant arrived on
campus last week. He had dis-
guised himself as a crepe myrile
to throw off the throng of fans that
usually follow him around.

IFor the duration the plant will
be residing in the storage room
under the stage in the Performing
Arts Center. This is also done for

Q: In the show, Audrey Il is
four different sizes. Do you play all
the parts?

A: Yes, being a plant it makes
it easy to grow and shrink at will.-
So rather than hire four different
actor, I can play every role.

Q: You arrived here as a crepe
myrtie. Do you always travel in-
cognito?

A: Yes, I really have lo. Aflter
my performance in “Little Shop,”
the fans became a real hassle. I've
been disguised as an aloe vera
plant, a cactus, a tiger lily, a mush-
room and hundreds of others. I
even lived six months as an oak
tree.

Q: This is a question you've
heard many times. Is there any

known as “The Film Shot in Two
Days,” and it has since achieved
cult status. It was filmed in black
and white and is also available in a
colorized version. A young Jack
Nicholson had his first major film
role as a dental patient who is a

masochist being treated by a fice.

often as needed. A stage prod-
uction is limited not only bv fi-
nances, but also by the size ol the
stage. In the play, the sets are sim-
ple: the flower shop inside and out,
and the interior of the dentist’s of-

The play also differs musically

Photo by Darin Brock

“SOMEBODY GET ME OUTTA HERE" exclaims Mike Wagner.
Wagner will be responsible for moving the massive plant Audery I
for MCC's production of “Little Shop of Horrors.”” The plant is so
large it will take two people to manipulate it. John Haskett will be
assisting Wagner with the plant.

truth to the rumor that you once
lost your temper and several of
your co-stars during a productlon
in Iowa?

A: luveryone has done some-
thing they're ashamed of, and I'm
sorry thal had to happen. [ have no
excuse for what I did, and I'm

security purposes.

“There have been threats
against my life, and the fans would
pick me apart if they got a hold of
me,” Audrey II said.

To find out more about this
botanical marvel the llighland
Herald asked for an inlerview.

sadistic dentist.

The film also stars Jonathan
llaze as Seymour, Jackie Joseph
as Audrey, Seymour’s heart-throb
whom the plant is named after,
and Mel Welles as Mushnik, the
owner of the flower shop where
mosl of the story takes place.

Becomes a musical

After being rewritlen as a4 musi-
cal, the production ran off Broad-
way for several years. In 1986,
Frank 0Oz, of “Muppets” fame
brought the musical version to the
silver screen. The slory is basi-
cally intact, but it is much more
enjoyable in the musical format.

from Lhe 1986 version. In the play,
a few more songs have been
added, such as “Mushnik & Son,”
and “Call Baek In the Morning.”

The MCC production has added
a chorus and an extra, male “Sho-
petle” named Bubba. The show
promises to be suspenseful, thrill-
ing, comical, and thoroughly enjoy-
able for evervone.

Show times are Oct. 12-15 at 8

p.m., with matinee shows on the |

15th and 16th at 2:30.

Ticketls are $5. Senior citizens (NS

receive a $§2 discount and MCC stu- g

dents are admitled free with a cur-
rent LD. card. Tickets are avail-
able at the Performing Arts Cen-
ter box office. For more informa-
tion, call 756-6551, ext. 392.

edge of the

In case you were wandering...

MTV: Balancing on the

By DARIN BROCK

I'rom the fimous words of Mark Knopfler and Dire Sraits: 1

ordinary

want my MTV!” Well, 1'm not so sure any more. MTV is no longer
the progressive lelevision station it used to be. IL has finally sold
out to the monster they call "pop musie.”

Remember the MTV of old when you eould sit down and watch
videos to songs thal you were not sick of hearing on the radio. No
longer ¢an vou do this. In the early days of MTV the only artists
making videos were those who wanted to be discovered or the old
artists wanting to try something new. It was very refreshing to see
new groups, and not have to listen to REO Speedwagon, Lionel
Ritchie, or Rick Springfield.

But since the video music industry has become accepled, not
only ean you hear Debbie Gibson, Rick Astley and Tiffany on the
radio, M'TV is now ramming their videos down our throats. Goody,
Gowtdy!

MV has also snubbed those of us who enjoy different styles of
musie. Heavy Metal, Rap and Underground musie have heen rela-
pated 1o an 8 hour time slol for the whole week. Heavy Metal and
Rap have three hour shows on Saturday nmight when everyone is
oul. Underground musie can be seen for 2 hours every Sundiy on
120 Minutes.

During the week and prime time you swonld he hard pressed to
see any of these videos, And isn't it funny that the daily top 16
videos are dominated by these types of music. Another sign that
MV s wimping out is by banning certain videos. Such people as
Neil Young ive had two videos banned by the station, One of the
videos was *This Notes for You," a song about musiciins selling oul
Lo do commercials.

NTC had their video *Dear God' banned for two years hefore i
recieved airplay on M'I'V. Tronically the video was nominiated this
yeur for hest coneept video, In the beginning MTV would plat any-
thing risky. But now that they helong to the corp of pop they will no
longer do thal,

M'I'V is so obviously catering to the 1210 15 year okd market, Did
they forget that when they first started it was us who migle them
popular. We're no tonger 12 to 15 but we still watch alot of televe-
ston, how shout giving us o say in what we want to see.

Finally, the lyries of Jello Binfra, the lead singer of the Dewd
Kennedy's, can perfeetly sum up tie situation: *MTY gel off the
air heeause you're too damn conservative to o real ehinee!™ He's
right, O darn, 1 just nssed the Debhie Gibson video, Well, P just
wiil araund. TEwill be onagain nd il minntes, See what T mean?

Rellglon professor sells hobby

By SANDRA M. HEWITT-PARSONS

MCC religlon Instraetor Dr. Dole Hughes I8 aclive in puinting,
In fuel he has sold the fiesl of his work to e exhibited inoon art
Hisllery,

The waterealor, “Tueblo in Yellow Moon,” sald recently ot An-
gles Landing, anart gallevy in Tonos, NM. The Taos aren I8 o
mecen for Southwestorn urtists,

The use of vivid color, Spanish and Southwest Themes, espe-
clanlly thal of Now Mexico, are his favorites, "My fiesl love is New
Meoxico-the country, the mountinns, the peaple,” Thighes subd,

[ughes, who has hoen painting for "about six years now," hegin
hy taking the continging educition course “drawing and patnting
for the non-urt majer,” at MCC, The exporionce wis one of "self-
diseavery" for hiny, he suld,
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WITH A LOOK OF FRIGHT Audrey (Jari Todd) is introduced to Au-
drey II (the plant) by Seymour (Jeff Tribbitt), in a scene from “Litlle
Shop of Horrors.” The MCC production begins tomorrow night at 8 p.m.

Instructors art show
in honor of Michaelis

BY TANYA CLARK

In honor of Dr. Michaehs, the
new president of MCC, a photogra-
phy and art show is heing pre-
sented i the Performing Arts Cen-
ter through Oct, 20,

lontries in the show are contrily-
uted by Cullen Smith, Barney Fitz-
patrick,  Patmein Tillman,  and
John Chalmis.

The  photographs  on  display
were taken by Smith, a Waco al-
torney and photographer, while on
atrip into Chana. ‘The display 1s 1
Hed "Windows in China”

Three water colors hy Barney
Fitzpatriek, an instruetor al MCC,
are on display. itzpadriek  has

Boots and
bandannas

dominate

By CARMEN FIRENCU

Students kicked their heels up
1o two of MCC's country/westvrnm
hands last I'ridiy ot #'s first an
nunl Kicker Duy,

The students  participated
varions types of contests such as
hest  dressed made and female,
hest slow danee couple, hest Tnst
dannee couple, and best truek con-
test,

The hest dressed male was
Bichard Jones and i second pluee
witk Ron Ramos,

The hest dressed Temale was
Missy  Nelll,  Elizabeth Deleon
won secotdd plnee, and Kebana
Reed waon thivd plaee.

The hest slow  dunee couple
woere: Dotdd Geifline ol Kelly
Middleton, Jay Araet and Marh
Ginson won second  place,
Shiwn Pullin and Cindy BBurton
won third plaee,

been at MCC sinee W71 He
teaches watercolors, arl appreeia-
tion, designing and photography.
His work s represented by Valley
House Gallery in Dadlas,

Patricia ‘Tillman has two con-
struction sceulplures in the show.
“Constraction™ is aterm to signify
that the works are not the tride
tional clay sculptures, but ones
made of wood. Tillman is a part
time mstructor 4l MCC where she
teaches  seulpture,  three-dimen-
stonal design, and art appreeiaton.
She as represented by FIo Worth
Gallery in I't. Warth,

The two paintings were sib-
milted by John Chatmas, Chatmas
has heen an tustructor ot MOC
siee 1970 He teaches drawing,
patinting, and wrt history,

With great reluctance, the inter-
view was granted.

Q: What made you decide to do
this play at MCC?

A Well, I've always enjoyed
the smaller theater circuit, and be-
sides this is a college production. 1
never got the chanee to attend col-
lege, and I feel a lot ¢an be learned
in school drama. So [ want to help
in anv way possible. That's why I
have refused all forms of payment
for this show. I had also heard
about the school and was inter-
ested in visiting.

): How long have you been in
theater?
A: This will be my 12th year.

(): What parts have you played?

A: Well, I've played the plant in
“Little Shop of llorrors,” the plant
in “Little Shop of Horrors,” and
I've been in “Little Shop of lor-
rors.”

(): 50 most of your experience
has been playing the plant.

A Basically so. It's sort of like
the Yul Brenner thing with the
“King and 1" I've never gotlen the
satisfaction from my other roles
as I do this one. I could easily see
myself playing this part 20 vears
from now. IU's alwavs a growing
experience.

trying to cut down on my feedings.
Although I did see eat student
here that was illegally parked.

Naturally, the drama students
are all abuzz with having such a
talent on stage with them.

“Audrey has taughlt me every-
thing 1 know  about personal
growth, lle taught me to nurture
my inner spirit, and planted a new
seed of life into my acling,” said
co-star Richard Caldwell (Mush-
nik).

Being a plant and not having
any legs, it is hard for Audrey to
move on stage. One of the people
that will help manipulate the plant
will be Mike Wagner. When asked
if Wagner was intimidated by the
plant he responded, “Audrey is
more helpful than intimidating. He
50 much more experience than 1.
It can only be a learning experi-
ence for me.”

Director Lindsey, however savs
he has to walch his Ps and Qs be-
cause I don't want that sucker
coming after me.”

I'or those interested in secing
Audrey Il and “Little Shop of Hor-
rors,” the show is running Oet. 12-
16 in the PAC,

I'or ticket reservations call the
ticket booth at 756-3353. Tickets

are $ for adults, MCC students,

fecudty and stafl members with 11D

can receive free tickets, exeept for
the Saturday night show.

Hippodrome opens with Tuna

By LINTON S, MILLER

The Waco Hippodrome started
s 1988-80  season Oet. 5 wilh
“Greater Tuna”

The comedy about ficlitious
Tunia, Texas, “the state's third
smallest towa,” had a cast of two-
Dime Black and Brian Foster.
Both men played 20 different
characters and went through more
than 40 costitme  changes. The
show has toured all over the coun-
try and has received rave reviews
from eritics and audiences alike.

The Hippodrome's next prod-
uetion will be Nedl Simon and Boh
Fosse's  Tony  Award-winning

“Sweel Charity™ on Nov, 17,

Upecoming roductions include
the Christmas elassie, “IU's A Won-
derful Life,” in December, "My
One And Only" in Mareh and singi-
ng/dimeing superstar Ben Vereen
in April.

This Sunday the Hippodrome
Performing Arts Series For Chil-
dren  will  present  “Charlotte’s
web,” the first in a series of thea-
ter productions for children, The
produetion 15 sponsored by the
Junior League of Waeo and Tar-
UL

Tickets and information for all
Hippodrame shows are available
by ealting the Hippodrome Box Of-
fiee at 752-407497.

Phalo by Rose Pollay

“WINDOWB IN CHINA" receivos a orllique from students (L to R) Waylon Wells, Mike Blanford, Cham-
horlnin Nowhause and Lou Manley. The art dlaplay |s complled from works of Cullen 8miih, Bumor Fite-
palrick, Patricia Tillman and John Chatmas,



