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“Onany given day after Thanksgiving, trees are moved into malls
and into people’s houses. Wreaths are hung on doors, walls, and
front bumpers on vehicles while lights are strung from the roof, trees
and yard ornaments. Candelabras and menorahs are placed in
windows, Don’t forget the mistletoe and the stockings that are hung
in doorways and on mantels. These are all obvious signs that the
holiday season is quickly approaching.

During this holiday season many people celebrate it in many ways.
Some celebrate it in a religious way, some celebrate only the
commercialized version of the holidays, and others have family
traditions that they wish to carry on. Still, some people already have
anidea of how they would want to celebrate the holiday season with
their families in the future.

Ben Drews, a local MCC student, says that his ideal future
Christmas is to spend it as a family, and hopefully not fall too far into
the commercialization of the season.

*“I would want everyone to be together and make it a point to
retain the meaning of Christmas,” Drews said.

James Rakeshaw, who works at MCC with Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP), said that his family’s traditions are simple,
“We eat, we watch football, we disperse.” In Rakeshaw’s family, he
said they don’t each expect gifts every year and they give gifts to
whoin they want.

Erik Castillo, another MCC student, celebrates the holiday seaton
in another way. He said that his mom and aunts make tamales for
dinner, as well as flautas, menudo, and bunjellos, a fried Mexican
pastry. He also added that his family goes to midnight mass on the
24th of Deceinber, and on Christmas Day they watch the parade on
television and open their gifts.

“Iike Christmas dinner with my family and I would like to keep

See ‘Traditions’ on Page 2.

Celebrations of Christmas

Students and faculty look forward to family holiday traditions
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Amanda Knebel puts the Iln?shmg touches on ¢he decorations'of the !
Christmas tree located in the hallway of the Community Service Center.

The Hightunders attack the asket for swo points in their 128-72 vietory over the Howard PayneUniversity 1V, For complete baskethall covernge, see Page o,

Organizations join forces to help feed the needy

Jeft Wyers
Staff wrlter
"This holidny season some Waco residents who wouldn'tnormally

e able toalTord unything special, will soon celebrate with the rest of

us. ‘The renson is beenuse on Ocet, 31 various MCC stadent organi-
zntions held n food diive which benefited 15 MCC students and
their families, i overall total of 40 people,

The food drive, headedup by Phi'Theti Kappi, was the first ol s
kind here ot MCC,

"We're hoping to muke this an amnual event,” suid Alesha

MeCambridge, Direetorofl Student Activities

The PTIS"s hope is tha Tess fortunate families of students canworry
little about some of the more necessury commaodities thut most migit
tanke Tor granted during this holiday senson,

Some of the different student organizations helping out were the
Student Gavernment Orvganization, the Baplist Stadent Ministeies, and
Ra Kappa P working with MCC's Respiratory Club,

Board of trustees
OK’s renovations

JonMichael Swetnam
Staff writer

MCC will be getting more construction work over the holidays.
The board of trustees voted Nov. 28 to renovate the Community
Service Center’s (CSC) C-module, add a fire alarm system toeight
buildings, and buy new computers for the Technology center.

The board accepted a proposal from Mazanec Construction to
conduct the proposed renovations. Due to the recent construction,
the liberal arts and science buildings will not be available for summer
session. The renovation would give the campus some much needed
space for summer classes. The project is expected to cost around
$620,000.

Mazanec Construction’s bid was third lowest, but their projected
date of completion for the renovation was sooner than any other offer
would allow. The board considered this a key factor, with all of the
current building activities and installations going on around campus.

“With all of the construction going on, the amount is worth it to
have the facility completed that much sooner,” Dr. Dennis Michaelis,
McLennan Community College president, said.

Under the current contract, construction will begin January Sth,

‘and the building will be completed by early May of 2001.

The board also approved the purchase of new computer worksta-
tions for the Learning Technology Center. The majority of the com-
puters will be provided by Agama Systems with Dell providing an
additional 30 computers. The benefits of the new systems will in-
clude improved maintenance and service, as well as improved tech-
nology. Itis hoped that this arrangement will keep the headaches
common to switching systems to a minimum, As aside note, this is
the first time MCC has purchased its computers from a name-brand
supplier. The computers will be available for use by students and
faculty. ) '

Additionally, the board voted to install new fire alarm systems in
eight buildings around the campus. The contract was awarded to
Esquire Fire and Safety, which had the lowest bid. Accepting the
lowest bid will-allow the installation to proceed on an accelerated
schedule. Originally, the project was supposed to be completed in
five years, but under the current contract the systems will be installed
in two years. Having asimilar system inthe buildings will lower imain-
tenance costs and case any problems that may arise,

The buildings that will recieve the new fire systems are some of the
oldest on camipus, and are among the few buildings not currently re-
ceiving any formof construction work.

Singers get high marks
in regional competition

Cedric Iglehart

Lditor-in-Chief

Eleven vocal music students from McLennan Comnmunity Col-
lege participat

ed in the National Assoctation of Teachers of Singers (NATS)
Texomi Region Competition held Nov, 9-11 at Sonthern Meth-
adist University in Dallas, The regional competition included col-
leges from Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico,

“It was a very ditficult competition,” said Lise Uhl, MCC vocal
instructor and opera divector, *They (the judges) didn’t advance
as many to the semifinals this year as in year's past so evidently the
judging was alot lsnder.”

Four students were able to advanee to the semifinals in their
perspective levels, Those students were Jodie Wichsmang, fresh-
nien women; Kristian Roberts, freshmen women; Patrick Kelly,
freshmen men; and Rosa Tulyagianova, graduate (master's) soien,

“I was very pleased with everyone because we've never had
such uhigh pereentage of students ndvance e the semifinals,” Ul
saidd, "As Taras 'mconcerned, they were all winners,”

Sce ‘Musle’ on Page 7.

WNONATS Semitinalists from MCC wre Jodie Waehsmnnn, Patrick Kolly,
r(rlﬁllnu Raberts and Roza Tulynginova (bl pieturod),

























