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Hi-V produces first album, video, preps for national tour
Debut album to be released in October

By SHAWN RISENER

A Waco-based music group
naned Hi-V (pronounced high
five)recently filmed a musicvideo
in Waco afterhaving signed with
the RCA subsidiary, dJive
Records.

The group now claims great
things are about to happen for
them and Waco.

The video for “Just Can't
Handle It” wasfilmed at several
Waco locations including the
historic Suspension Bridge, the
old downtown Waco High School
building, the Elite Cafe and the
warehouse across fromthe Waco
Hilton.

Hi-V consists of four Waco
teenagers, Marcus “Mac”
Sanders, Russell “Russ” Neal,

Tony “Little Tony” Thompson,
Roderick “Pooh” Clark and a fifth
member from Oklahoma City,
Toriano “T'ori” Easley.
Reporter/manager
Hi-V is managed by Robert
Ford whoserved asareporterfor
Billboard magazine for seven
years until he left to get hands-
on involvement in the music
business. Ford has managed Full
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JUST CAN'THANDLE IT--HI-V members from the video,
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"Just Can't Handle it." The group Is

left, Marcus Sanders, Roderick Clark, Russell getting ready to go on tour next month. Not

Neal and Tony Thompson gather on the set of pictured is Toriano Easley of Oklahoma City.
KWKT-TV's Kid-Vid forthe world premiereoftheir

Tickets
on sale

By JENNIFER McMASTER

Tickets go on sale Oct. 11 for
the drama department's season
opener,

Students andfaculty geta free
look at a small Southeast Texas
town through the eyes of Horton
Foote, an Oscar-winning Texas
playwright,

The two plays,"Roots in
Parched Ground” and “Court-
ship,” open Oct. 17 and are free
to MCC students and staff.
Tickets for children are $3 and
adults are $5. Tickets are
available at the Performing Arts
Center.

Rehearsals and sot
productions are underway.
Becauscoflimited space, one unit
set will be used for both shows,

David DBorron, designer and
technical director, snid that the
set will suggestively depict the
setting of Southeast Texns, Moss
and vines will hang from the
ceiling and senffolding, The set
is to be bhuill by the drama
students, Each student learns
the productional and Lechnical
nspects of theater,
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By SARA POWELL

'‘Clown Crimes' art
now showing at PAC

of u throne.
Karen Emenhiser of Detour

Force, the first rapper Curtis
Blow, Lisa Lisa and is also
currently managing Screaming
Rachael.

Neal describes Ford, “He's
business-like, but at the same
time, he can come down to our
level. If we have problems, he's
there forus. Ifwe have questions
abouttheindustry, he'stherefor
us so we're real happy.”
Thompson enthusiastically

| interrupts withalaugh and says,

“Right now we have
complaints.”

no

“Ready to impact”

Jive Recordsin arecent media
release describes Hi-V asa proup
that's“ready toimpact the world
the same way the Jackson Five
did in their day.” Jive Records
also announced Hi-V’s debut
album willbereleased sometime
inQctober. Hi-Vstated the album
would probably be released on
Oct. 20.

Hi-V plans to do a national
tour beginning in October. Hi-V
members also said they are to
appear on such TV shows as
“Showtime At The Apollo” and
“Arsenio Hall.” Neal commented,
“They are already asking for us
in Europe right now.”

Neal said, “We hope to put
Waco on the map, to make it
more world-wide known,” while
the others agreed, “We're real
happy about being the first
artists out of Waco." However,
they did give credit to Ador,
another Waco group that signed
with Jive Records two years ago,
but never reached the heights
they so desired.

Hi-V members also agreed
that they plan to stay in the
music business “as long as we

can stay” or at least until they
are financially secure enough “to

retire and not have to work
again.”

Rappin’ Reggie intro
Former MCC student Rappin’

Reggie, the host of KWKT TV-
44’5 IKid Vid, introduced the Waco
members of Hi-V on-the-air live
directly before the world
premiere of Hi-V’s first music
video “Just Can’t Handle It” on
Sept. 8.

Hi-V members expressed their
thanks to Rappin’ Reggie for all
the promoting he has done for
them recently.

Rappin’ Reggie then stated,
“These guys are very energetic
and Sound Warehouse and
Musicland got their records in
the other day. They sold out the
same day, so things are taking
ofl well, going great and if they
canjust keeptheirheads straight
and believe in God, they'll make
it.”

A mixed sales message

Hi-V members also said their
single “Just Can't Handle It" sold
out at Sound Warehouse and
Musicland, but student Jon
Uzzel, a communications-
marketing major and manager
of Sound Warehouse on Valley
Mills Drive, said he had not sold
anysingles by a group called Hi-
V nor had he ever received
information from Jive Records
about the release of “Just Can’t
Handle It.”

Hastings Records in Richland
Mall relayed the same message
as Sound Warehouse.

On the other hand, Richland
Mall Musicland employee Mike
Lynch said they had received an

order, but only of eight singles,
andsold them aftertwo days. He
also said “members of the group
came in and bought half the
singles themselves, if that tells
you anything.” He did say that
25 moresingleshadbeen ordered
to see “how well they sell.”

A call to New York

Since none of the three local
record stores contacted would
agree that they had sold out on
the first day and two even stated
they had not even received the
single, phone contact was made
with Ford in New York to ask
about the conflicting reports

coming from Hi-V,'Ruppin’
Reggie and local record stores.
“IRecord sales are very hard to
substantiate. Funny things go
on in the business,” Ford said.

Acceptance in New York

Hedidhowever state Hi-V was
receiving acceptance in New
York.

Ford alsoexplained that MTV
isnotairingthe video at present,
asrumors suggest,because MTV
is “slow to put black artists on.”
He then stated, “and you can
interpret that however you
want.”

He did say Black Enter-
tainment Television (BET) and
regional shows in New York and
Texas were airing the new video
at the present time.

Tour begins QOct. 8

Ford also confirmed the group
would begin their national tour
on QOct. 8 and that they were in
the process of setting up a
promotional tour in Europe
including England, Holland and
France,

“I have always feared clowns.
They have spooked me since
childhood. I never really bought
the idea that clowns were happy
people out to make you laugh.
Instead, they scemed to be homi-
cidal buffoons, uniformed fanat-
ics, nnd masked freaks up to no
good.”

These are the themes that
populate the scary world of
“Clown Crimes,” the exhibit by
Charles Ray llancock in the Bafl
Performing Arts Center,

This Baylor graduate reflects
many emotionsin his 1990 show,

“I'his is not a show that one
likes, but its energy and deliber-
nte offensiveness is actually re-
freshing,” said Mel McCombie,
visunl arts editor for the Austin
American-Stalesman,

One picee titled "20 Menty
Smokes” has the appearance of
lungrs destroyed by disense, This
free standing sculpture combines
Egryplinn sy mbols, phallie forms,
traps, and o doll suspended up-
side down into the power symbol

Magazine said that “Charles |§
Hancock’s sculptures are consis-
tent and clearly envisioned
works.”

She went on to describe “Meat
RafL”:“(It)is both bewitchingand
mostdisturbing... Armatures are
Inshed and bound to form eecric
sugpestions of skeletal remains.”

Hancock claimsto have drawn
inspiration for this show {rom
news and historical events, espe-
cially the American Civil War.

Hancock seems not to want
people to merely see his exhibit, |
but Lo experience it,

“I want the viewer to feel a
mixture of emotions—repulsion,
confusion, the urge to lnugh out
loud, and a willingness to he
drawnintothevortex of violence,
kiddie dread, and black humor.”

This outwardly offheat artist
isn 1977 gradunte of Waxahnchie
High School, He is married and
during the day is employed by CHARLES RAY HANCOCK as Insurrecto the exhibit “Clnwn Crimes"” on display at the Ball
the City of Waco as n meler Clown and John S. Hancock as Senor Muerto Porforming Arts Centor. Tho works are on
reader, tho Clown daro ono and allto como seo the art oxhibit until Oct. 26.
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LET'S BOOGIE--thla student lots It go durlng the Suaspoension

Bridgo danco Sopt, 13,

]

By LAURIE BURT

I'hee hnek-to-school dance, n
long tradition nl. MCC, attractod
nn estimated 300 Lo the Suspon-
sion Bridgze on Sept. 13,

Musice for the dunco was var-
ied and consistod of anything
from rap to country, K-06 pro-
vidod the ontortninmont. with
dine jockoy Pt Ryan ot tho con-

SIDTIED 1 FAST- Forh JoINTE AND
K- MARTS, wLvis DEGDES To BT To St

ELV/S GOES TO COLLEGE

Lrols, assisted by Mike [l

Refreshments consisted of
sausnge on o stick and Cokes, nll
of which were dovoured hefore
tho night's and.

When asked about the dance
ot the bridpre, Rick Stinson suid,
“I'his is the hegrinnings of o pgoml
tradition,”

The bridge was an exeollent
wottinge for the dineo, necording

Lo sevornl students, David Pe-
terson ndded that the bridpe was
the hest place in Waceo to have n
sehool danee,

Andre'Tacker, nstudont from
Houston, snid that the hridgoe
was i prood place Lo hold nschool
daneo, and many studonts on-
joyed nttending the dance out-
sido,

lLaneo Strobock anid, “1f thoy
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To LIVE AGAIN- Yo B FREd /

STANDE, N THI
1 EDutAY

Suspension Bridge dance draws 300

nregoingtohinve nfroe ovent like
Lthis, more people should attend.”

The dance wis npart of wel-
coningt coremonios, and is spon-
sored hy the offico of student
netiviltion and hoalth sorvices
with the Student Government
and the Roturning Studont Ax-
Rocintion nxsisting,
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