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Alittle drizzle didn’t dampen
spirits at the Open Door Arts
Fest on October 21 and 22. .

Kids activity centers enter-
tained little ones for hours,
works of art ranging {from pot-
tery to the well-known
“Wacows” were on display and
dance and music performances
dazzled those who braved the
weather.

The Arts Fest was at the
Waco Convention Center this
year due to the mass construc-
tion on the MCC campus.

“We didn’t want people to
walk around and fall into
holes,” Mickey Kleiman, a
member of the Art Center board
said.

Having the Arts Fest at the
Waco Convention Center hap-
pened to be a stroke of good
luck providing indoor displays
that otherwise would have been
soaked in the rain.

It also provided a stage for
the dance performances and
music shows. There were five
different shows this year with
a vast amount of varicty from
each one.

The MCC Theatre Depart-
ment along with the Waco Mu-

sical Theatre did an adaptation
by Cliff Coats of the legendary
Odyssey. With the original
music done by Michele
Cervantes and choreographed
by Jerry MacLaughlin, the
dancing, symbolism and imag-
ery moved the audience.

A change of pace occured
when a group from San Anto-
nio named Ile Bahia de San An-
tonio performed dance rituals
from places such as Brazil and
west Africa. This upbeat and
raw dancing contrasted sharply
to the concentrated mmovements
of the Odyssey but still had the
same effect on the mesmorized
audience.

Taking things slower, the
MCC Guitar Ensemble played
classical and modern guitar
songs in between the other
shows.

An interesting band en-
semble constructed of kids
pulled from the audience
played to the beat of African
Drums, conducted by William
Richardson. Not only did the
kids just beat away on the
drums, but they also had a little
lesson on the names and tradi-
tions of each instrument.

Waco Arts Fest artists and
volunteers ecnjoyed spending
time helping children of all
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crafts, from marbling paper to
making “crazy cowhats.”

The Kidsville Art Studio,
sponsored by Hillcrest’s
Kidsville, provided supplies to
paint one of four themes: holi-
days, birthdays, themes around
Waco, or the Kidsville bear.
Some paintings done at the Art
Fest will be chosen to go on
greeting cards, and the pro-
cecds will go to Hillcrest.

Other contributions to soci-
ety done by kids included mak-
ing bricks for the Millennium
Wall the Art Center is planning,.
The bricks were  decorated by
children ages 5 through 12 with
their initials in the brick.

“I’m not a very artistic per-
son, so it’s nice for them [her
children] to be exposed to what
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ages participate in a variety of
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I may not be able to do,” said
onc parent, Dianc Russo.

“The parents get very in-
volved in this activity,” said
Mallory SoRelle, a volunteer at
the “Things that Float™ activ-
ity, a modcration on last year’s
boat-making.

Another parent, ‘Shclly
Mayer, was impressed with the
wide ranges of activitics avail-
able forall age groups at the Art
Fest, ineluding tricycle paint-
ing, weaving, face painting, and
playing with clay.

The Arts Fest had more than
just paintings but also had cre-
ations from wood, glass and
cement, Cement cylinders were
made into works of art with cn-
graved designs.

Artist Margic Crisp special-
izes in hand colored block
prints. Crisp sketches her de-
sign on paper betore hand col-
oring onto the block, then it.can
go through a special printing
press or be pressed onto paper
by hand. After the ink drics,
cach print is hand painted again
using high quality watercolors,

Human sculptures made oyt
of bronze and clay were on dis-
play ereated by Ruth Hamilton.

Hamilton used the classic
styles of “form, line, mass,
space, movement and compo-
sition” to make the three di-
mensional figures, Hamilton
sid,

“The unity of these clements
give visible expressions to the
beauty of the spirit that is in all
of us while honoring the
uniqueness of the individunl,™
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Arts Fest covers fun for all age groups

[amilton said,

There were also hand weav-
ers allowing people to try their
knack at weaving, It also al-
fowed people o see the diller-
cnee in yarns and how to work
a loom,

Margo Moreno and Marie
Rent comtributed to this story.
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