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Sidewalk proposal :
takes path to MCC :

Board of Trustees

By GILDA RAMOS

it sure is a steep climb from
making a recommendation to
getting it passed.

Student Government mem:-
bers are beginning to realize
that there’'s more to getting a
recommendation passed than
just typing it and signing it.

The recommendation in-
cludes the provision sidewalks
be built between the HPE
building and the tennis courts
and extending from Highlander
Drive behind the Student Center
to the Language Arts building,
and was unanimously passed by
Student Government Jan. 25.

Mark Rauschuber, SG
president, said the sidewalks
were recommended because
“the students thought there was
aneed for them.” '

SG supponted its recommen-
dation by stating that “it is felt
that the areas specified were a
potential safety hazard due to
the rocky embankment, and that
previous efforts to stop
pedestrian traffic on the path-
ways have not been effective.”
The recommendation. after

~ g

being passed by SG, was for-
warded to Dr. LaVerne Wong,
Dean of Student Services.

Dr. Wong must then process
the recommendation by
referring it to Gary Luft, Vice
President for business services.

The recommendation must
then be sent to the Ad-
ministrative Council, then the
Student Services Council-and
the recommendation can be
returned at any stop along the
way for clarification, additional
information, or other con-
siderations. '

MCC Board members must
then vote on the recommen-
dation stating whether or not it
wili be given passage.

The first step of passing the
Student Government and the
second step of being sent to Dr.
Wong have already been taken.

“I'm in the process of
preparing my response to the
recommendation and will refer it
to Mr. Luft, who is responsible
for such recommendations,”
said Dr. Wona.
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Language students dress for Fo‘reign Language Day Feb. 24. Pic-
tured (i-r)-are Cynthia Skelton, Najaa Ashkar, Terri Sanders, Alaide
Letbetter, Lillian Kolar. (Photo by Duane Laverty)

” Controversy

cools down

By AMY NEAL

Most people on the MCC
campus are familiar with or at
least have heard of the Lowlan-
ders.

The Lowlanders are a group
of individuals who gather
together to support and raise
spirit for the men's and women's
basketball teams.

This group Is not an official
MCC organization. This means
they are not recognized or spon-
sored by the coilege. They are a
group of people who gather
unofficially and call themselves
the Lowlanders.

Recently, an incident oc-
curred after a basketball game
involving the Lowlanders. This
act focused a lot of attention on
this group. Stories vary on what
actually happened. Ali that can
be derived is that the incident

- should not have happened.

Dr. LaVerne Wong, dean of
student services, said, “I'm not
sure exactly what happened. |

was not there. But the group is
not an MCC official
organization.”

Head Basketball Coach and
Athletic Director, Ken DeWeese
said, “I'm not sure exactly what
happened, so I'd rather not say. |
just know they are not an official
organization.” )

The basketball teams enjoyed
the support given by this group.
Two basketball players, Mike
Heller and Ronnie Smith, said,
“We are grateful for their sup-
port. We wish more people
would support us the way they
do and we're really looking for-
ward to seeing them at
Regionals in Big Springs.”

David Johnson spoke for the
group. Johnson said, “It was an
unfortunate incident and we are
sorry that it had to happen. Our
only purpose was to support the
basketball teams. We now can
make no public announcements
at MCC about the group calied
the Lowlanders.”

Stage assault March 31-April 3

Crew member, Randy Paulica and set director, Danny Grace work on props for "Grease"'.
(Photo by Ricky Kemp)

By RICKY KEMP

“What was 'in’ became ‘out.’
Soon, ‘way, way, out' was just
about as ‘in" as one could get,”
said James Henderson, produc-
tion director of Grease, a
musical to be performed in the
Highlands Gym March 31-April
1-3.

“Perhaps this sounds like a
description of the youth of
today; however, it's how
teenagers and their fads of the
‘50's were depicted,” continued
Henderson.

“The Fine Arts Department is
busy recapturing this nostalgic
time with ducktails, poodle skir-
ts, hot rods, pony tails, pink shir-
ts, and hula-hoops for the up-

Nostalgia brings life

coming production,” Henderson
added.

“The musical, by Jim Jacobs
and Warren Casey, continues to
be a phenomenon of the
American Theatre. With its nine
years of continuous playing, it is
the longest-running Broadway
musical in our history," said
Henderson.

“The play also embraced a
large audience with the motion-
picture version released in 1978,
with John Travolta and Olivia
Newton-John," Henderson said.

“The popularity of this
musical is expected to follow its
course as the singers, dancers,
and actors in MCC's production
work to perfect the style of this

to play

great musical,” he said.

Henderson is enthusiastic
about the performance and
believes that this musical
production will be even more
successful than last year's
show, “Jesus Christ Superstar,”
which drew audiences of up to
1,000 persons per night.

“The box office will be open
for reservations beginning Mar-
ch 22nd. MCC faculty and
students will get in free with ID
cards, but must make reser-
vations to ensure a seat," added
Henderson.

For more Information about
Grease, or to place reservations,
drop by or call the Fine Arts
Department, Ext, 283.

What ever happened to Texas Country ?

By JUDI SIEJA

Editor's Note: This is the tinal
portion of a two-part serles on
the progress of Texas Counltry
USA.

"What ever happened to
Texas Country USA?"

According to Texas Country
offictals, the park ia on i{s way,

But the soon-10-be theme park
has not had the hest of luck In
its short history in Waco,

To understand the alleged
controversy surrounding Texas
Country, let's begin at the
beginning. The beginning Is
James Keith,

A current Waco oitizen and
former Development Director of
Bucceas Motivation Institute,
Inc., (SM1), Keith is founder and
President of the corporation,

“In the early 19708, | saw
Opreyland bloom,"” Kelth said,
“"After witnessing the birth of
that park, | found mysalf driving
near the Stelnbeck Bend area. |
drove through the area and en-
visloned a park there on the
same ordsr of Opreyland, It's
just one man's dream,"

Acvording to Kelth, his dream
la slowly beginning to ahow
progress,

A man with a chariamatio
personality, Kelth has managed
to gather In his opinion, a com:
petent and loyal staff.

"I thought selling stook for
this company would ba sasy. |

was kidding myself,” Keith said.
“We started with trouble with
investors.”

Keith went on to explain the
incldent Involving nearly $40,000
dollars in bouncing checks writ-
ten by the corporation.

"An individual (Investor) gave
us a bad check,” Keith ex-
plained, "It came back marked
'‘uncollectable funds’.”

Uncollectable funds left the
corporation holding the bag with
several thousand doligrs of un-
pald bills and no revenuse.

“The matter was quickly
cleared up and we went on,"
Keith sald.

8ince that time, not many
people have heard about Texas
Country bacause Texas Country
has not released much of Its
doings to the public. '

“Aftar that (thls incldent with
unocollactable funds) | was ad-
vised not to publicize anything
{lll we had firm backing behind
it," Kelth sald. “What a lot of
people fall lo realize |8 that the
pubtic thrives on gossip,
Nothing ia wrong with goasip,
as long as It doean't hurt or lan't
alanderous,"

Here, Keith was referring to
the rumor that, after the Inoldent
with unoolleotable funda,
soveral offloe machines and
oquipment was repossessed In
ordar to pay on Texas Country's
overdrawn agoounts.

“There I8 no truth behind that
rumor,” Keith said.

So what is Texas Country
dolng?

Until construction hegins, not
much. Since the 'uncollectable
funds' scandle, Texas Country
has bought options to buy
nearly 600 acres of properly in
the Waco area.

With the ald of Doreen Plott
Incorporated, a company
retained by Toxas Country 1o
secure purchases of property,
200 acres have been purchased.

Since no construction has
begun, a contractor has not
been retained 1o begin work on
the property, However, Included
in the maln package of material
announced last March, the

Waelthorn Construction Com-

pany of Waco was named as the
Initlal contractor.

When agked |f the Weithorn
Company would be used to
begin the site, Kelth salid, "I'm
not at llberty to say. We need
someane with expertige, I'm
sure wa wlll make every effort
poasibla to uss them, We'll use
as many oompanies In the olty
as poasible,”

Jim Waeithorn, preaident of the
construction company, feels the
firet agreement Is still In effeot.

“| talk to them onoe a month,"
Walthorn sald, "We will atlll ser-
Ve &6 poject manager.”

Up until this time, the com-

pany has not made much visible
progress.

On August 21, 1980, Texas
Country registered with the
Secretary of State of the State of
Texas as a corporation,

According to Rob Perrish of
the Country Music Assoclation
centered In Nashvllle, the com.
pany itself has not registered
with his assoclation,

“James Kelth, president of
the compary. came by four to
six weeks ago, and joined as an
indlvidual membar," Perrlsh
sald, Texas Country did not oin
the Country Music Assoclation
as a corporation,”

Texas Country has also
registerad with the Waco
Chamber of Commarce.

"“Texas Country Is a member
of the Chambor," sald John Mit-
chell, an officlal with the Waco
Chamber. "We are delighted
with any economic develop-
ment In the community, This (s
certainly a large development,
and we hope It wili get off the
ground.

“We have been In contaot
with them," Mitchell went on {0

aay. "Thay know our Interest In

thelr corporation, and we are
very aupportive,"

Exept for a lew changss In the
plans for the Texas Country
Opra House, the original plan
has not ohanged, exoept for a
few additions,

"We have changed the name
to the Texas Country Music
Hall," Keith sald, referring to the
Texas Opra House. "The design
of the hall Is so pitched that
there will be no bad seats In the
house."

Texas Country is also plan-
ning a conventlon center and
hotsl for the park,

“The conventlon center and
hotel are belng financed by in-
vestors from Tennessee," Kelth
said. Kelth did not say who the
investors were.

"The hotel will also include 20
three-to-four room cabanas for
privacy, swimming pools, tennis
courts and a golf course."

Texas Country |s also plan-
ning a huge public relations blitz
to famliiarize Waco with the
Idea of such a large develop:
ment.
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Headed by Ed Shay, Nashviile
PR man, the corporation hopes
to begin the campaign in the
spring.

"We will be working with PR
campalgns not just in Waco, but
out of California and New York,"
Shay sald. "We will bagin with
biliboards, commerclals, and
pra-sale tickets to the park. Then
we hope 10 bring In big-name
stars like Donna Fargo, Tommy
Overstreet, Donna Hightower,
Kit Carson and Max Harrison to
give Waco a taste of the type of
stars who will be regulars In
Waco."

“"We hope to bring the Bob
Hopes and Ronald Reagans {0
Waco," Shay sald. '"We would
llke to make Texas Country a
place that peopie must go to |f
they visit Texas."

See Texas Counlry, page 6,
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