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Congress Increases Vets'Benefits

By Cathy Sulak

MCC veterans will receive an extra
$29,160 each month because Congress
overrode President Ford's veto of a bill
increasing veterans' educationai benefits
by 22.7 per cent.

Director of Veterans’ Affairs Ron Smith
said the estimated increase was achieved
by figuring that the campus’ 468 veterans
support an average of one dependent each.
Monthly payments for fulltime in-
stitutlonal training for a veteran with one
dependent will increase from $261 to $321,
a $60-a-month increase.

The bill increases payments for a single
veteran from $220 to $270 and from $298 to
$368 for a veteran with two dependents.
The rate for each dependent over two was
raised from $18 to $22.

“To say the veterans are happy would be
an understatement,” said Smith. *'I had
come to the conclusion that the President
was more Interested in draft dodgers and
deserters than he was in those who fought
for this country."

The 22,7 per cent increase in veterans'

educational benefits is the largest since
World War I, President Ford called the
bill inflationary, but Congress told him,
through its nearly unanimous override of
his veto, that the place to start
economizing was not with the aid offered
veterans who served in the Vietnam
conflict, America’s most unpopular war,

“It is clear the GI Bill is a very good
investment,” said Senator Vance Hartke,
Chairman of the Senate Committee on
Veterans' Affairs. ‘‘Economists who have
studied expenditures under the bill con-
clude that the money is paid back quicker
and many times over by those who pay
more taxes as a result of their education
and training putting them in a higher in-
come bracket."”

The higher veterans' payments are
retroactive to September, and Veterans'
Administration (VA) officials said the
back payments would probably be in
veterans' pockets before Christmas. The
first regular check with the increase will
go out Jan. 1, they said.

The bill also included an increase in

entitlement for undergraduate study from
36 months to 45 months and a new $600-a-
year loan program for veterans.

Smith said he disagreed with the
stipulation included in the nine-month
extension that veterans’ payments can
only be used towards receiving a
bachelor's degree.

The loan program will be established in
the Treasury as a revolving fund to be
administered by the VA, The loans will be
available to veterans who cannot get help
from other federal programs.

““This bill was as low as it could be,”
Smith sald. ‘“If they hadn't overriden the
veto, the next bill would have been a
skeleton. The problem is that people don't
understand that vets have a hard time
getting loans, and the money they get is
not enough. It puts them in a bind.

““The MCC Financial Aids Office has
been good to the vets, but there is only so
much they can do."”

Sophomore Larry Payne, president of
the campus Veterans' Club, said, “We
knew they (Congress) would override the

veto. They had to. There were some
anxious moments, though.”

The Veterans’ Club, which consulted
with Congressman Bob Poage about the
bill and sent petitions to Congressmen
asking them to override the veto, sent
telegrams of appreciation to the members
of Congress last week.

“'"Publicity of the bill seems to have
encouraged a lot of veterans to go to
school,” said Brad Underwood, VA
representative on campus. ‘“We've been
getting a lot more people coming in to see
about going to school.”

With 468 veterans attending classes, a
total of about 600 including veterans and
dependents, Underwood said he expects at
least 50 more veterans to sign up for the
spring semester. MCC serves more
veterans than any other college in Waco,
said Underwood.

“I am very thankful for the GI Bill,”
Smith said, “The vets needed it; they
needed it very badly. Even though there
are stiil some problems with it, it was
manna from heaven.”

Concert Band Shows Professional Style

Bill Haskett, music coordinator and
instructor, conducted the concert band ina
beautiful performance Monday night in
the Student Center,

The band bogan the evening with
“Manhattan Beach” by Jehn Phillip
Sousa. This was followed by ‘‘Scenes from
tho Louvre"” by Norman Dello Jolo.
“Scenes from the Louvre' included five
movements: “The Portal", a strong and
full sounding plece; ‘'Childron's Gallery",
cute, light-hearted and springy; and ''The
Kingsef France', beautiful, rogal, and full
of pomp and circumstance.

It alse included ‘‘The Natlvity Pain-
tings", gontle but full; and ‘‘Finale",
which also gave the picture of ali the
paintings marching about and displaying
thomaelves,

Noxt laskett introduced Donald
Kramer, guest trumpet sololst. Kramer is

noted for ‘'Carnival of Venice'' by Arban,

which he plays as though air and breathing
were of no concern,

“Willlam Byrd Suite' including ‘‘The
Ear} of Oxford's Mache", which could
make ene imagino a fat, pompous man
parading down the street; and ‘‘John
Como Kiss Me Now', transcribed by
Gordon Jacab, followed the second
Kramer solo. Tho program wag concluded
by **Ampartico Roco'' by Jaime Texidor,

“Carnival of Venico was followed by a
pretty, enjoyable ploce called *'Dance for
Threo" by Rossinl. Kramor roturned after
“Danco for Threo' to play "Portrait of a
Trumpet' by Sammy Nestico,

Ator the concort, Kramer was found
signing outographs and giving musical
advice in the Voterans' office In the
Studont Contor,

FOR CLASSES MEETING: EXAM TIME IS:
Monday, Dec, 18
8:00 a.m, MWF. 8:00-10:16 a.m.
11:10 a.m. MWF 10:46-1:00 p.m.
1:10 p.m. MWF 2:00-4:18 p.m.
Tuesday, Dac, 17
8:00a.m. TT 860061?:33 a.m,
10:60 a.m. TT :46-1:00 p.m.
1:40 pm, TT Ld3'43"5 p.m.
Wadnesday, Dec, 18
98:00 a.m. MWF 8:10E45 a,m.
12:10 p.m. MWF ;Pda‘i]{go pr;‘m.
2:10 p.m, MWF- WEATE R
Thuriday, Dec, 19 8:00.10:4
126 a.m, ] 146 a.m.,
Bit8 am T 10:48-1:00

Final Examination Schedule

Evening School Classes:

Registration ior Day Classes

January 89, 1976 —~ 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Health & Physical Education Center, Campus

Registration For Ivening Classes

January 8-8, 1876 — 6:00 p.m, to 8:00 p.m.
Henlth & Physlcal Education Center, Campus

Classes Begin Monday, January 13, 1978

—

6:30 on regular
meeting night dur-
ing Dec, 18-19,













