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Success Story

Musical heritage
comes from dad

By SANDRA M.
HEWITT-PARSONS

Dick Gimble, commercial
music instructor, is the son of
fiddle player and Country
Music Association instrumen-
talist of the year Johnny Gim-
ble.

Dick said of his dad, “He
helped me a lot. He gave me
my heritage.”

Illome grown from Waco and
a MCC student in 1968-69, Gim-
ble began his entertainment ca-
reer by cating a half-gallon of
Pure Milk chocolate ice cream
for a KWTX-TV commerical in
1955.

Other advertising jobs fol-
lowed with “Aunt Jemima’'s
Band Wagon.” They played the
Piggly Wiggly and other park-
ing lots. In those days shopping
centers were just beginning to
pop up everywhere.

At age 6-years Gimble did a
comedy routine with his father
called “Many More.” The elder
Gimble was “Many More"while
his son was “Can’t Stand Up No
More.” Gimble said he wore a
pair of his dads overalls and
“dad would feed me lines, and
of course the people laughed at
the kid.”

Gimble explains this was his
first paying job in the enter-
tainment business. “They told
me if the routine went over I'd
get paid,” and, “Aflerwards
they told me I could have 10
percent of the profits, so after
each performance I got a
dime.”

It was at about this time that
Johnny Gimble began to teach
his son to play the fiddle, but
Gimble said, “I didn't like it
much. A fiddle can sound awful
if it’s not played right.”

While in junior high, Gimble
started up his own rock and roll
band. As for a name of his hand
he said that the name was al-
ways subject to change from
week to week.

Gimble’s  “garage  band”
played for school dances, “sock
haps™ as they were called back
then. They also played proms
for Richfield, Midway and Rie-
sel High Schools.

Playing for Waco's teen
clubs (no alcohol, Waco was
dry back then) in 1966-67, was
fun he said. Teen clubs includ-
ed, ACT-5 and the Go-Go-Inn,
The music was rock and roll.
ISven though he didn't play the
fiddle like his dad, his dad could
see his music potential and at
the age of 14 hired him Lo play
in his band.

After MCC and UT at Austin,
Gimble went o Nashville for
about five years, but said of the
experience, T didn't ever get
with that seene too much.” 1le
returned 1o Texas, because
“that’s where things were hap-
pening--they call it *Texas
swing."

Texas swing refers to atype
ol country and western music
with the swing of the old big-
band-era for a type of swinging
counlry and  western  musie,

“The House of Blue Lights” is
an example of Texas swing.

In Austin he played with
many of what he called Tex-no-
bodys, and other bands not of
national fame proportions. lle
modestly tells of playing with
his dad, Johnny Gimble, four-

.time CMA instrumentalist of

the year and his family friend
Willie Nelson.

He played in the Family
Reunion Band in the Willie Nel-
son movie, Honeysuckle Rose.
Coming up next year he will be
playing on Willie's new cable
country and western network
out of Austin.

The “network is scheduled to
go on line in March with 72-
hours of  straight live
broadcast..something  which
has never been done,” Gimble
said.

They will be producing live
broadeasts and presenting
country and western movies
and tv programs which Nelson
has purchased.

Broadcasting will be from
the country club-golf course
turned studio network, which
Nelson calls “Perdnalis.” Gim-
ble said he was looking forward
to “going down to Austin and
work and play a little golf.”

(:imble has a band he calls
“Gimble and Friends.” Facully
members from the commercial
music department, Ken Fra-
zier, Julian Jones and Rob
Page are in the band.

This past summer they
made a video alt the Water
Works. A learning experience
which Gimble called “unsue-
cessful.”

Bill llasketl, department
head, recruited Gimble for the
comimercial music department.
He said he came Lo MCC for
two reasons.

IFirst, he was beginning Lo be
successful and with that it
meant time away from home
and being on the read more.
Gimble is a family man and
neither his mother nor wife are
in the business.

Gimble said his wife Marilyn
is a real stabilizer in his life.
“She and the good Lord keep
me from going crazy. This husi-
ness can do it to you.”

Another reason for coming
to MCC is that “here I get to
play all kinds of music,” he
said.

Gimble said he feels the
most important part of music
cducation involves “listening to
all kinds of music. As a kid 1
broke a lot of my dad's old 74s
(listening to them)..l listened
to bhig bands such as Benny
Goodman  and  Tommy and
Jimmy Dorsey.”

Listening is the Key to learn-
ing, *“most kids who come here
today have oh, mayhe three to
four years of listening experi-
ence.. mostly  heavy  metal”
Gimble said. Someone going
inte commeretal music today
needs a wide backpround of
music experience through lis-
tening he sadd.

Goals set for foundation

(eontinued from pg, 1)

degree from o small com-
munity college in Alabama, e
praduated with not a point 1o
spare, He went on to graduate
irom the University of South-
ern Alabuma with a 250 GPA,

He spld he had 1o heg Lo pot
into - gradunte  school  even
though he had good scores on
the GRI. He soon completed
his master's degree with o 4.6

GI'A, Afterwards he went on (o
Mississippl State Uniyersity for
s doctorate, e (.'umplvlml
the progeam in a rocord two
years with a perfeet 40 GI'A,

He did all this with i wite and
fwo children and working two
fohs whilo going Lo sehool,

“Thore I8 no gremt bullding
thit doos not hiwve 1 good foun-
datlon,”  Snwyor  sadd. “The
se 8 brue for our lives.”

Ho said the foundation o jun-
jor college providos 8 excop-

{

Honal, preparing the student
for anything he wishes 1o huild
on it,

"Itk there is a great fu-
ture for this fonndation,” Saw-
yer sibd, “If 1 didn't | wouldn't
he here, You can he sure of
that."”

Stiwyer sald the foundantion
is hoping to have & minimum of
$10- million In ussets within
three years, He said he roalizes
this Is 0 Dig poal, bt he he-
Hoves the people of Melonnan
County are supportive epough
of their college to make this
ponl i reality,

Ho sald he was talking 1o o
prospoctive donor rocontly wha
sdd he would huve glven some-
thing a long tme ago, hut no.
hady askaed. The MCC Founda-
Hon was formed Lo make those
opportunities avalluble,

PRIDE IN MUSIC
Dick Gimble teaches his students.
many instruments,

Gimble is a member of the
Jazzbos, a group organized by
Rob Page for a faculty recital
in 1984 when he needed some
other facully to play back up
for him.

The group is one of the two-
year college bands to have the
privilege of playing under the
Texas Capitol dome last spring
during the celebration of the
Capitol's 100th birthday.

(Gimble will be playving wilth
the Jazzbos Dec. 19 in the Wil-
bur A. Ball Performing Arts
Center on campus. The pro-

photo by Sandra Hewitt-Parsons

is what commerclal music Instructor

Although he plays

he says the bass is his {irst love.

gram will feature jazz as well
as other music, Gimble said.

Other accomplishment to
Gimbles career are what he
calls his Austin projects, includ-
ing some advertising for Coors
and other companies.

In 1980 he won the “KOKE
Country Show Down,” a local
compelition in Austin. He won
it for a song he produced, “I
Need Your Help.”

Gimble teaches all string in-
struments, including the fiddle.
The bass is his favorite.

Evening classes for nurses set

McLennan Community Col-
lege is currently accepting ap-
plications for associate degree
nursing cvening classes start-
ing March 26, 1940,

Due 1o inercased interest
and  a need for registered
nurses, the college will in-
crease program enroliment by
offering  required  nursing
courses in an evening schedule
for the first time this spring.

NUR.832 will be offered as a
flexible entry class from March
26 through July 20. Interested
applicants must meelt admis-
ston requirements for the col-
lege and the program. Prereg-
uisites for the course must also
be completed. Contact the pro-
gram director’s office  (750-
dMI) for further information.
Deadline date for applications
will he Jan. 4, 1990,

Hearing protection urged

(continued from pg. 1)
Ahout those car stereos

Charles  Dugal,  finance
major, who works at a local car
sterco dealership said, *The fad
of loud car stereos and the like
will probably peak in a couple
of years, then start to slow
down,"”

Flis system reached over 120
decibles on the dosimeter, with
enough hase to rattle the win-
dows of nearhy cars, The meat
of his system consists of o
Yamaha radio, two Kenwood
amps, and two 1Hineh “woof-
ers” for base, aml various ac-
COSSOry equipment,

Dugat's  system s worth
abort $2,000, not including in-
staltation. The Tad not only
poses a hearing  hazard, bt
Imsus i hazard to your pocket-

0ok ns well,

S0 why are people spending
big money for high volume?
“I'eople buy this kKind of system
for the attention it attracts, like
flnshy cars,” he said.

“I'his is only an average sys-
temy, o medioere stereo, i's hy
no means competition materl-
al" he suid.

Coar mdio sound-offs are all
the rage. With names  like
“Thunder on Wheels,” “Crank
o Up" oand tSound Quake,”
i's obvious the lnst thing eon-
sumoers are worried about s
tholr honring.

Associfed  1'ress  roports
place the highest docibel level
bt dust  yenrs Thunder  on
Whoels ot 164.7, which is only 2
decihels lowor than o rocket
Inunehing,

When nskeed 6 he his noticed
any hearing loss, Dugat sald,

“I've noticed that some things
aren't quite as clear some-
times, but no, T haven't really
noticed." The treason why this
area is of particular concern, {8
hy the time a person develops a
noticeable hearing loss, it's too
late,

lGxpostre 1o high levels of
noise damages the inner ear, a
part that can't he repaired,
Hearing loss develops slowly. It
takes five to 10 years to de-
velop i noticeable hearing loss.

Due to increased levels of
reereational — noise,  youmng
adults will probably suffer a
much higher percent of hearing
loss, Casas sald.

Prevention stressed

Last  September,  'roject
Hearing Awareness for Rock-
ers (HIVAR) kicked off a hene-
fit concert, with fans sporting
carplugs and car profectors,
The talk of putting -warning
lables on audio equipment, hos
stereo  dealers  worried, One
company, Koss Corporation, al-
ready produces a stereo hel-
I)lmnu with  sueh o warning
ight,

“I'he older generation would
respect i, hut the younger gen-
oration wonld try te achleve
the volume of sound to make
the warning light come on, "
Dugnt sadd.

"Woe ousod toocarry  Dese
spoakers that had o warning
light, to 1ot you know when 1he
voltime was 80 high 11 was
chsing  distortion,  Fveryono
wis furning up the  yolume-
even o the point it distorted
the inusiesto Just wateh the
Hght come on," he snld,

A preview

Holiday stress?
Go to ‘Wilderness’

Playing at the PAC Dec. 7-10

By GARY LASSETER

You must see MCC's prod-
uction of Eugene O'Neils
comedy, “Ah, Wilderness.” It’s
good family entertainment, and
full of laughs.

Dave Ellis portrays Nat
Miller, the patriarchal head of
the family.

Although a successful news-
paper editor, he sometimes
finds himself at a loss for
words when dealing with son
Richard’s comic bumbling be-
tween political-philosophy and
prostitution. Nat's fatherly
anger is always tinged with
good humor, as well as a real
concern for the welfare of his
family.

Len Carrell is Nat's great
friend, Sid Davis. Carrell is
simply hilarious as the charm-
ing, semi-sophisticated drunk.
Well, semi-sophisticated when
sober, anyway. When he’s
drunk he is simply hilarious.

Keith Adair is perfect as the
innocent, but somewhat pas-
sionate, teen-age Richard. Poor
lad, no one takes him seriously.

Stacy Hellums will be sure
to make you laugh as Mrs. Mill-
er, the concerned and some-
times confused mother. Defi-
nitely prim, and even prudish,
she is nevertheless lovable. She
is the real strength, the glue,
that holds the family together.

Mrs. Miller tries to promote
a marriage between Sid and

New reading

By JENNIFER HOTZ

A new reading course Lo be
offered this spring will help stu-
dents improve analytical and
critical reading skills.

The course is designed for’

students at or above the college

By PAUL CROSBY
Monty Python.

is a real man.

and *“The Meaning of Life."”

the content of the movie,

Viking pods.

alr though the teeth,

mer member of

”A I‘
Pape,

the wiys of others,

siluations,

A review
'Eric the Viking’
no flying circus

Lily, portrayed by Amy Barber.
Lily 1s the long suffering spin-
ster, whose gentle wisdom is a
crutch and a comfort to the
whole family. Her tender love
for the alcoholic Sid is often
poignant and moving.

Arthur, (Dave Stanford) is
Miller’s oldest son, the oh-so
grown up Yale man. Tab Mur-
ray seems confident in his role
as Tommy, the Miller’s young-
est. Jo Carnahan is cute young
Mildred. Attractive Tina Wil-
burn portrays the clumsy maid,
Nora.

The story gets rolling when
David McComber (Richard
Caldwell) confronts Nat with
some erotic poetry that Rich-
ard has given to McComber’s
young daughter, Muriel (Shellie
Lawson).

Greg Scott is bad boy Wint,
who leads young Richard
astray. Stephanie Bennett is
disturbingly provocative as
Belle, the sleazy prostitute. Her
heroic efforts Lo inspire lust in
the innocent Richard are defi-
nitely worth seeing. Also look
for good performances by
Mark Nash as the bartender
and Richard Martin, as the sar-
castic salesman.

Other important people in
production are “Dangerous”
Dave Borron, Kris Andrews,
Stephanie Valdez, Thom Cole
and John Rutuelo. Dwight
Upton, Lori Retchloff, and Jody
Wodrich are understudies.

class offered

level. It will benefit any student
interested in developing higher
level reading skills. The course,
which is transferable, requires
a lext and will meet at 8§ a.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays dur-
ing the spring semester.

This six-man British comedy team is the epitome of Brit-
ish humor to most Americans, and Terry Jones, a former
member of Python, uses British humor to make an assaull
on the American mind through “Erik the Viking,” a medio-
cre film he acted in, wrote, and directed.

“ISrik the Viking™ makes poor use of Pythonesque humor.
Disjointedly spilling from scene to scene, the film will disap-
point Python fans as well as those who think Monty Python

This film offers only brief glimpses at the unorthodox and
unconventional humor Monty Python displayed in their tele-
vision show, “Monty Python’s Flying Circus,” or their three
films, “Monty Python and the Holy Grall,” “Life of Brian,"

Iiven if Jones did not mean for “lirik the Viking™ to con-
tain Python humor, the humor presented fails miserably.
Compounded with cliches, Nll-placed jokes, and melodrama,
the film falls into a rut, stagnates, and drags itself to the
credits which contain abott as much entertainment value as

Yet, the theme of “Erik the Viking"--soclety is subject to
change--is a superh foundation for the film,

The main character, 1Grik, played by ‘Tim Robbins who
was also in "Bull Durham,” is disillusioned with the Viking
way of like, mainly raping and pillaging, e decides 1o
change their society through an expedition to meet with the

This expedition yiclds miles of boredom hut some inter-
esting special effects that are even funny. But do not expeet
gut busting Inughter, Mayhe a chuckle or o mild sueklng of

The brightest part of the fihn is John Cleese, another for-

onty Pytlion, who plays Haldan the Blaek,

an evil ruler who s o comdination of Attila the Nun amd

Mother Theresn, Bis character ts original and funny, but he

only hlesses this film for a few minutes with his presence,

But oven though Cleese had o shinlng purl’

compure his role in this film with his recent box offico gt

tsh Called Wanda" is Hike comparing Jim Bakker o the

ormance, Lo

Fids brings up another point, “Irlk the Viking” makes o
comieal statemoent about religion that works, although it's
not funny. All the Vikings hellove in the Norse gods, bt
there ts ane Christian in thelr midst who continunlly trios 10
convert thom, The Vikings find the Norse gods and oven talk
o thom, but the Christlan cannat 800 them, This 15 u subl|o
stitomont about the Innlity of difforent rellgions to hond to

The host way to wateh this fIm 8 without comparing it (o
Monty I'ython. Jones tries to he sentimontal along with had
Jokes, 10 kehiove somao higher goal. Unfortunatoly, he falls,

The fllm 18 rated PG-13, contadning violonco and adult
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