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Folk-Singer Tells About
Early Folklore And Music

On Sept. 27 in the Lecture
Hatl, a talented and informative
folk-singer-speaker appeared
to discuss the early folklore and
music surrounding Texas early
settlers.

F.E. Abernathy, teacher and
researcher, described three
different migrations into Texas
and sang and explained the evo-
lution of the musicbrought west
by the settiers,

There were several types of
songs brought west by lhe set-
tling famllies. The *‘rise you
ups’’ were usually the first
songs at a square dance and
would invite the girl to dance
or to ‘‘come west’ with her
husband,

The “‘come all ye's'' were
songs to give a warning, the
warning sometimes being that
to come west and marry a
“Texian'’ couldprove disaster=-
ous, From these two types
many topics could be developed
along the same theme,

One of the most popular songs
on the Texas frontier, according
to Abernathy, was the *Little
Sod Shanty’’. The song de=
scribers the lile of a youngset=
tler who came west to mako
his fortune and found himself
In & house made of mud ‘‘with
hinges of leather*’,

Since the pasttime of square
dancing was so popular in the
West, the squaredance songs
of many variations played a
large part in the pooplos' roc=
roation, Tho musical Instrus
ments to accompany thesesongs
wore llkowise Important,

The bagpipe was the first of
those instruments, and like the
songs hnd its roots In Scotland,
Ireland, and Northorn England,

BY BETH WILLINGHAM

Later the bagplpe came to be
associated with the Torles and
lost its influence and good name,

The bagpipe was replaced by
the fiddle which may be played
to resemble or duplicate the
music of bagpipes.

Several with similar tunes
and a general theme are still
well known. These Include the
songs describing someone’s
«ga] Sal” or “Lil"’, and have
come down, depending which
trail you came In on as ‘'Buf-
falo Gal”, ‘'Arkansas Gal'’,
or ‘‘Alabama Gal’’, ‘‘Old Dan
Tucker’' and *‘Cotton - Eyed
Joe'' come from these tunes
and theme,

The Fundamentalist baptists
preserved many songs and
started a tradition ail thelr
own, **Sacred Harp Tradition"’,
which takes the ‘devil's music’
and sets new words,

These religious people kept
alive many songs with their
social hours. ‘'They didn't
believe In ‘waist-swinging','’
Abernathy said, ‘‘These were
a violent people who settled the
West and that might have been
too exclting. 1t didn't doto get
them excited,"

So they were content to sing
and march to the old tunes,
sometimes In the Virginia reel
fashion of lining the boys on
one side and the girls on the
other.

The buffalo hunters and the
cowboys wore perhaps the
hardest llving and roughest
characters of all, ''They wore
a groty bunch,'’ sald Abernathy,

Thelr songs, llke *'The
Streots of Larodo'', were us=

The Region
Conference

The annual Roglon 1V Coatral
Toxas Work Conferonce on Une
dorgradunte Blology was hold
here Friday, Nov, §.

Tho day=long conference, 8
continuation of CUEDS, concone
truted on innovitive teaching
practices In biclogy and mule
tidisciplinary  environmental
studios, 1Mclogy teuchers from
ovor 150 Central Toxus junior
and seplor colleges sttonded,

Dr, Gaylo Weaver, chrirnin
of the Scienco and Muthomaltics
Deputtmoent ot Kastfiold Collego
In Dallas, dolivorad the keynoto
addross: " An Evaluation ofthe
Audio=Tutorial Techniquuof Ine
struction'’ that aflernoon,

br, O, T, Hayward, profossor

KEFC Radio
Goes 24 Hours

Radio Station KEFC/I'M, 08,
0, Waco's only Wi rock riadin
slatlon, bogun twonty=four hour
operations on I'riday, Nov, 0,

The station's program dirocts
or, Lob Gallemore, saidthat the
stution has hnd moany requosts
trom listonors to oxtend the
hours of oporution,

IV Biology
Held Here

of geology ut Baylor University,
spoke at the conference dinner
In MCC's Studont Center i'riday
nt 6:30 p,in,

The Conference planning
committoe was chinired by Mrs,
Pat Norton, blology nstractor
at MCC, and Don Fovester who
i prosently onloave from MCC,
Commiltteo membors aroDr, H,
E. Calking of Paul Quinn Col=
legu; Dr, Floyd Duvidson, Ray=
lor Unlversity; Mrs, Anhe Pene
ny Nowton, Templa Junjnr Cole
Jogo; and DI Rushing, Navarro
Juniur Colloge,

Throughout the conference,
instruclors of blolngy spoko on
difforont aspocts of blology e
struction, They Included Dave
Montgomery of Parls Junfor
Colloge and Dy, Owen I, Lind
of Baylor, who discussed *'lin=
vironmental Blology=A Mullie
diseipline  Approuch;'’  Unloe
Parkor of Kl Junlor Collogoe
on “Pehaviorsl Objootives ns
n Foundation for Curylculum
Plannkig;'’ and Jamos i, Sohe
wir e and Yoyt Burnoltoof MCC,
Heliware spcke on "The Cure
rost  Audlo=Tutorinl Gunoral
Rivlogy Program'' nt MCC and
Purnotie on "Compuononts of a
Minjeourse,'’

ually melancholy since their
lives were composed mostly of
hardship and they knew they
might find premature death or
disaster at every turn,

Abernathy is a professor of
English at Stephen F, Austin in
Nachadoches and is head of the
Texas Folklore Society,

FOLK-SINGER F.E. Abernathy, Who is also a teacher and re-

searcher performs with his guitar in the Lecture Hall. Aber-
nathy discussed the early folklore and music that surrounded the
early settlers in Texas when he performed and spoke on campus

Sept. 217,
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g
’» Swerv O

> 4 .

o BT
J 14 R

e

h

P o

ALAN ALFORD
BY PAT TUSA

Alan Alford - 8'7'" = Alan is
a rangy froshman who hails out
of Houston Waltrip High School
where he earned threo varsity
jetters. Alan is a business ade
ministration major who has ag-
pirations of continuing his bas-
ketball career after performing
for the Highlanders. Alancome
menter that the 197172 lligh=~
lander cagers are ‘‘going o be
real tough,”

Sammy Holland «0'1"" =Sam=
my is a freshman guard who
was n local schoolboy star at
La Vega High School, Lesldes
lottering throe yoars inbuskot=
ball, Sammy also chalked up
two varsity letters in football,
Sammy wasan All=District per=
foriner in bagketball his senior
yoar in high school, In additlon

Ella Rhea
Elocted To
TSTA Post

McLennan Conununily Col=
logo buainess Instructor Miss
Ella Maye Rhou was electod
chairman  of the Businoss
Toachors Soction of Listrict
Xil of ihe Texas Stato Tedchors
Aggociation for the aocondting
at the group's meoting Nov, 1,

Sho was chalrman in 1000
and Is a charter mombor of the
group, Miss Rhea has boen on
tho fnculty at MCC slnco 1000
and proviously taught in Glude=
wator and  MeGrogor  High
Schools for 26 yuars,

Othor offlcers are Mry, Dove
athy laumpkin of Marlin Bigh
School, viceechuirinan; Mrsd,
Barbars Allon of Axtell High
School, secrotary; and Cooll
Roynolds, assistant doan of
toohnical oducation at MCC,
dlatriot roprosontative,

The businons toachers lioard
Dr, Willlam H, Lampkinof Bay«
lor Univorslly spouk ol it
maoting Monday nftornoon and
toured thonow Jof{orson=Mooreo
High School In Waco,

‘The group 1s an affidinto of
Toxas Bukinoss Kduoution Ase
soclation (TRILA),
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SAMMY HOLLAND
to his superlor performance in
athletic competlon, Sammy was
also president of his junior and
senior classes, Sammy's ma-
jor 15 business.

Tommy Corley =6'1"’ = Tom=
my 1s a freshman guard who
compiled his impresslve rec=
ords at Midway High School, At
Midway Tommy lefteted for
throe years and recolved Alle

Basketball Team

;A,

District honors his junior and

senlor years, He also was d4-.
three year lettarman infootball
and a two year lefterman In
baseball and track, Tommy was
also chosen as president of his
class as 4 junior, Tommy's
chlef hobby besldes basketball
ig swimming, Tommy believes
the Highlanders will “have a
good team if we worktogether,”

Physics Program One Of
Largest Held In Texas

Approximately 50 junior col=
lege physlcs toachers from A=
cross the state mot hore at a
Colloge Science Improvomont
Program (COSIP) Nov, 4.

This was one nf the largest
gathorings of junior colloge
pliysics toachors evor held in
tlw state suid Don Tatutn, chiirs=
man of MCC's physical sclonce
dopartinent and lost for the
avent,

pr, C.K, Manka, ehalvinan of
tho dopartnent of physics al
Sam Houston State University,
conducted the meoting, Ut 1s
tho first of a series sponsored
by the Natlonal Scienco Foundae
tion as follow=up moelings for
the physios Instiluto which was

held at Sam Houston State Unl=
versity 1ast summer,

Tatum joinod seven other
physics Instructors in glving
presontations on tho uso of alr
tracks In classroom and labore
atory Instruction of physics,

Dr, R, N, Llittle, chairinan
of the physlcs department nt
Tho Unlversily of Texus al Auge
tin, gave ""Comments on introe
ductory Dhysics lLaboratorios"
al a banquet,

The MCC maoting precedod
the anmual fall meeting of the
Toxng section of the Amorican
Asgoointion of DPhysles Toache
ors (o bo hold nt Baylor Unl=
vorgity lust Friday and Salure
dny,

Noews

THE BTUDENT GOVELNe
MENT OFFICE looatod noxt to
the snackbar inthe Studont Cene
tor will bo open on MWY from
8 a,m, untll 1 pam, for any stue
dent having quest lons about Stie
dent Govornment or any probe
loms thoy tnay have, oF Bufe
goations that may prove benos
fioinl to tho collogo,

TTIL
INTRAMURAL  CHESRS) The
Lions Club wil) ho deolarod
gohoo! ehainplon Choas piayers
{f other eluba are unwilling, or
funable' to  challonge thelr
capabilitivs,  Other  club's
momhors should contaot (e e
tramural  Dopartmont if thoy

Brioefs

fool they have what it tnkes to
challengo the Lions Club, You
will neod throo or five playors
{o have a challengo match, Mon
or womon may ontor,
LT

PING PONG INTRAMURALS;
Entrlos uro now being taken for
ping pong singlog men and wos=
inon, and doubles mon nnd woe
monl. Tournatnent plny will bo=
gin whon tho volloyball toums
have finlahed, PING PONG
TABLES BTILL NEEDWD: U
rml have 4 folding plng pong
able that tho Intramural Doe
purtmont may borrow, ploase
oontuol ltuy Murray or the Stue
dont Actiyition Office,



